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This paper sets out to review the hypothesis that ~cientijic maps and map!'ing ~oul_d not have emanated 
from communities outside Europe before the 1V and early 2rl' Centunes w1th little or any European 
influence. The statement that such maps were "primitive" (Bagrow: ibid .• ~ Thrower: 1972; 1~), and 
could only evolve outside Europe is examined drawing unde~pinning examples from the mavenck sur
veys and mapping of King Njoya of Bamum (1867-1933) in the Cameroon in the early 2rl' Century 
(Ndom-Njoya: 1977). Bamum country in the West African state of the Cameroon is larger than the 
Grand Duchy of I.J.cxemburg in Europe ( 4.827 square kilometers). Equally highlighted, is the allegation 
that the lack of mapping was not in anyway indicative of the backwardness of the societiei outside Euro
pean spheres of influence. Parallels can be found when compared with the early survey and mapping in 
Europe. In addition, no strong indications exist as in the invented script of King Njoya alluded to below 
that he copied verbatim European mapping. To start with, it could not have been sensational over its dis
covery by the first Europeans who took the pristine copy to Europeforfurtheranalysis (Struck: 1908). 

INTRODUCTION 
Before the evolution of the scientific map making of the 

18th Century, maps2 that were not produced by Europeans 
were generically call primitive maps. Primitive here stands 
for the pre-Renaissance European cartography that was un
sophisticated. The ideal appellation should have been 
preliterate mapping or primon:ti.al cartogn.q>hy of other 
communities outside Europe. Even in the 19th and early 21st 
Centuries, after the spread of European civilization to other 
parts of the world, mapping by communities that were not 
associated with the Western cartographic schools, was still 
chauvinistically described as primitive (Bagrow: 1964). 
The fact that these maps were primitive did not signify that 
they were unsophisticated. The reading of the Marshall Is
landers' preliterate charts discussed below, required some 
training and interaction with the waves of the ocean before 
any sense was made out of them. The labyrinthine stick 
structures became animated when they were actually used 
by the skippers schooled in the art of reading them. They 
were simplistic to a Western orientated map reader, who 
was not revealed the skill of its interpretation in association 
with the ocean waves and heavenly bodies. Such hasty per
ception of cartographic evolution, was due to the fact that 
Europeans attempted to redefine their history or appearance 
to fit their aesthetic of appreciation. Therefore, biased inter
pretation stepped in. This was further strengthened by the 
mundane universal belief that pertinent scientific innova
tions could only emanate from Aryan communities. 
Whereas, what spurred the evolution of scientific mapping 
as we know today in Western Europe, were the prevailing 
economic, social, political, geographical, historical and the 
demographic factors. Total operation of these components, 
in turn, affected Europeans' ingenuities towani innovations 
including the art and science of map making and their evo
lution. 

Viban Ngo is a geographer/cartographer from Ontario. A version 
of this article was first published in the A CA CC Bulletin and is 
published with modifications through permission of the author. 
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Scientific cartography as known in the Western schools 
did not exist in communities outside Europe until after the 
influence of Europeans. With topographic and cadastral 
mapping, there was some element of truth as can be ob
served in the following remark by Chapman (1896: 571) 
that: 

•• ... where European colonialists settle. they bring with 
them their national customs and wants; a civilized govern
ment has to be established, with its requirements,· farms 
taken up to be surveyed and registered; roads and railways 
are made and in short, innumerable occasions arise which 
render reliable topographical maps indispensable to a civi
lized people". 

In which case, other communities outside Europe that 
had a different notion of land ownership, demographic 
pressures and governments, had no need for sophisticated 
maps. If they did, they were not of the quality and standanis 
that the Europeans perceived maps to be. This was due to 
the different ways they were compiled and used. They were 
generally mental maps, vague sketches or models, occa
sionally punctuated with near perfect maps as known in the 
West. From the perspective of European scholars, they 
were too simplistic, nondescript or lacking sophistication. 
The preliterate Marshall Islanders' stick charts (Lanman: 
1989, 90-95; Thrower: 1996, 1-12) could not even be com
pared with some of the early (1814) British Hydrographic 
Office of the Admiralty charts designed with meticulous 
care from accurate data captured by using good scientific 
instruments or Italian portolan charts of the 16th Century. 
By employing this comparison, we are not advancing any 
hypothesis asserting that by using sophisticated equipment, 
production of primitive or imprecise maps could be 
avoided. We could employ the latest Geographic Informa
tion System (GIS), AutoCAD, Vector, Raster and other 
spatial data bases or digital technology for information 
management at our disposal today (Keates: 1996, 190) and 
we would still produce dubious quality or primitive maps 
(Lee: 1995, 34). 
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NO PARALLELS 
Njoya's maps had no scales, orientation as we know in 

the West, graticule, but had keys or special symbolism that 
we know in the Western topographic or thematic maps, no 
quantitative statement of the width oflliiear features, rivers; 
no projection for reasons we have given; and like any other 
early cartography, mountains are depicted in frontal per
spective; lettering was uniform and the features as in any 
modem map are planimetric. Streams are depicted by zig
zaggedlines. We did not see any date but it was drawn in the 
reign of the 16th sovereign ofBamum in around 1912 and 
1922. There could not have been any need for any astro
nomical observations an aspect introduced in cartography 
by Claudius Ptolemy, father of cartography as the Kingdom 
was small. Also, be was not interested in its location outside 
the neighbouring countries. All the same, the crescent moon 
and the shooting star shown on the map tell us that the peo
ple of Bamum were interested in astronomy. We do not 
have any oral or documented evidence that the celestial fea
tures were connected in geographical location or 
orientation. Njoya could not have thought of septentrio, 
meridio, occidens, andoriens as all was focused on the cap
ital Fumban. This was particularly important to all the 
citizens of war -torn country with unpredicted kindred inva
sions from the Fulbes, Bani, Nsoq, Bamilekes, etc., to bear 
Fumban as a war haven in mind. It was the only settlement 
entirely surrounded by protective deep war trenches that 
could provided shelter in case of an attack. 

The king attempted to record all features noted in the 
field records on his map as were seen. It would have been a 
humongous task in conventional cartography. If not for the 
fact that the country (a) was sparsely populated and (b) that 
not all the byways and highways were surveyed, having to 
delineate all that be had gathered from his survey would 
have been impossible. In other words, neithef generaliza
tion nor symbolization was taken into their design. If the 
river were sinuous, attempts were made to depict it as such 
or the lines standing for streams were zigzagged. Any fea
tures that were not found along the survey routes were 
ignored and beyond that was left blank as terra incognita. 
Occasionally, pecked lines were used to depict the general 
direction of flow of some rivers and boundaries. Rivers 
flew for some length and disappeared in thin air, a phenom
enon that we would associate only with desertic or karst 
conditions. Attempts were made to show headway erosion 
or major river sources pictorially. Braided river patterns 
will not be mistaken by a Western map reader as there are 
similarities as one would have in any bydrographic chart. 
What may be confusing are the symbols crosses, coloured 
rectangles, plane triangles and crescents that stand for vari
ous settlements. This was an effort by the cartographers to 
bring in settlement pattern hierarchically. This is a demon
stration that Njoya never saw any western map at all of the 
region produced by Max Moisel, else be would have bad the 
concentric dot method of settlement depiction. Attempts 
were made in later editions to provide a key in French. What 
we may be familiar with is the round red dots that stand for 
immigrants' settlement. The notion of scale was absent. 
Further examinations suggest attempts by the King's car-
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tograpbers to bring in pictorial symbols and 
two-dimensional parameters into one map. One thing does 
surface that interest was paid to those areas that were set
tled, terra cognita. Also, we know that there are principally 
four types of surveying measurements: (a) vertical angles 
measured in vertical planes, (b) vertical lengths, or differ
ences in height or elevation, (c) horizontal distances or 
lengths, (d) and horizontal angles measured in horizontal 
planes. Njoya' s surveyors did not make any use of these. 
Therefore, if he had copied anything from the early Europe
ans, it would have been the idea only and that is why we 
would have the King facing problems of representation. 
Therefore, the script be invented played a major role in his 
cartography without which be would not have bad difficul
ties with his cartography or be would have produced real 
primitive maps. 

Other Africans had also evolved their own scripts. 
Among these were the Mende in Sierra Leone, Vai in Libe
ria, Nsibidi in Nigeria, Bambara in Niger, the pictographic 
writing of the Doson of Niger called totongonyou (Zaban: 
1950); the Toma we have seen above, and the ancient Egyp
tian, Although some of these inventors of writings bad fine 
artists amongst them, they did not come out with the sort of 
cartographic invention as King Njoya Thus, it might not 
necessarily by justifiable to state that the invention of writ
ing is a fillip for mapping invention skills as non of the 
group of people ever drew maps as the ones of King Njoya. 
The conditions described below that called for mapping of 
Bamum were not there. 

Further, little evidence exists to support the point that 
the king copied Western mapping skill verbatim. To begin 
with, the symbolism of Njoya are incommensurable with 
the German technics at the time, bill shading and form lines. 
Copyright infringement as that seen in the Japanese, Rus
sian and Chinese industrial development where replicas if 
machines, models etc. were copied and where men did 
come to Europe to study for the purposes of technological 
transfer, is not evident. What we are examining is the fact 
that the Kingpledgedlatermapping idea from the European 
possibly, Dr. Max Moisel in 1907, but the mapping was id
iosyncratically his. His first sketch (fig. 1) to his new farm 
that was sensational discovered in 1906, that is, before his 
meeting with Moisel still makes us to believe that be was an 
independent thinker, a genius as Crawford3 and Rudin 
(1938) underlined. 

Prior to the influence of other cultures, maps as known 
in the West, could not be produced for one reason, there 
were no needs for them as the economics and lifestyles of 
the peoples outside Europe were diametrically different. 
Capitalism4, was less developed or did not exist to spur the 
ownership of lands, property etc. that required the produc
tion of maps as we know. What the Africans knew was a 
lackadaisical communal ism or primitive socialism. In this 
system, means of production and distribution of commodi
ties were owned collectively and political powers were 
exercised by the whole community with chiefs or other 
leaders at the bead. Cadastral surveys would not be thought 
of then in such a society. In Bamum and Nsoq, for example, 
all lands belonged figuratively to the King and his subjects 
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Fig 1 First map of King Ngoya, 1907 After Struck, B 1908 
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could never have any ownership over the land or the perma
nent crops on them Consequently, if one planted a cola-nut 
or palm tree, a visible cash crop of the time and wanted to 
cut it down, he had to seek the sanction of the King. In an 
ideal condition, it would be a miracle for a person in a land
locked country with a communalized economic system to 
invent a map or think of cartography that led emphasis on 
private ownership or areal distribution of wealth. The con
ditions were not there. Similarly, one in a landlocked 
country, who had never seen a sea was not expected to de
sign a worthy ocean liner. Would there be any motivation 
for one in the bot tropics to design and produce fur coats for 
sub-zero temperatures' climatic domains? A fortiori, we 
would not have seen the invention of maps and mapping ac
tivities developed in most African milieus before the 
introduction of capitalism with the exception of ancient 
Egypt where there was land shortage. Therefore, what moti
vated King Njoya to map? 

DOCUMENTATION 
King Ibrahim Njoya ofBamum (1860-1933), the 16th 

sovereign to have reigned in the Kingdom is particularly fa
mous for the invention of what is generally known as the 
Bamum scripts, a ka u ku mfe mfe in 1907. The original 
ideographic alphabet gradually evolved to phonetic and 
syllabic value by 1918. This invention passed through all 
the known echelons that most scripts pass through in history 
(Crawford: 1935, 438). The history of its origin is still ob
scure. However, King Njoya is said to have had a dream in 
which the symbols of more than four hundred and nineteen 
characters were revealed to him for educating his people 
(Njoya: 1952; Crawford: 1935, 437). "11 raconte qu'il eut 
une vision dont le symbolisme lui parut clair et fut a 
l'origine de ses travaux: une voix lui demandait de dessner 
une main sur une planchette, de jet er ensuite de 1 'eau sur ce 
dessin, et de la boire (Ndam-Njoya: 1977,47). Crawford 
(1950: 437) interpreted that "he was performing a magic 
rite well known to the Musulmans and one which he be
lieved would assist his investigations. " The truth is that 
Njoya wanted to give to his people an original power and an 
ideal system of government that was to have a positive last
ing effect on the neighbouring countries. The invention of 
writing (also known as shuumom) was to be the only sure 
means of carrying out his objective (Ndam-Njoya 1977, 
50). As a thinker, be had wondered why it was not possible 
for the Bamum language used for historical narration and 
trai:tsmission of other ideas to be reproduced in a written 
sign. We will be inclined to conclude as (Joffre: 1945) after 
examining the Toma inhabitants' script, (who are found in 
the border region between Liberia and Guinea Republic), 
that Njoya was motivated by other writings, Roman and 
Arabic scripts that were already in his kingdom Now we 
will ask why be could not have bad the influence of Euro
pean cartographers that passed in his tenitory as in his 
writing? A scrutiny of the scripts show no similarities with 
the known foreign scripts in then in his Kingdom There
fore, the foreign scripts as the foreign cartographers gave 
him the idea. We are interested in the evolution of the char
acters, a laz u ku mfe mfe as the scripts were later employed 
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in the accompanying literature of the map of the kingdom of 
Bamum The King himself drew the first editions of 1907, 
1912, and supervised subsequent maps by his students, Nji 
Mama and Ibrabim Njoya. It is also thought that the evolu
tion of the scripts similarly influenced the development of 
the King's cartography, the focus of our review. With few 
symbols known to him for what we may consider today as 
vague delineation, it was not conceivable how he could 
have come out with a sensible map without any writing for 
annotation. The initial map, known as lewa ngu (literally 
translated as the book of the country) measuring 89cm x 1 
metre 12cm, will in the present definition of a scientific 
map be described as a relatively advanced work of art and 
map. The only known two copies found in Kew Archives 
and Duala Municipal Archives differ in sizes as they are all 
manuscript maps. The problem stemmed from copy and 
counter copyi?K an aspect that characterized early cartogra
phy in the 16 century (Hooker: 1993). As stated, they 
have no scales or projections as we know in the Western 
maps. Distances were measured in the number of days it 
took one to march from one settlement to another. Orienta
tion did not exist, but the capital town of Fumban was the 
centre of their world, Bamum as Jerusalem was to the West 
in the antiquities. 

Njoya spearheaded the invention of the printing press, 
writing, mapping, and the modernization of the traditional 
religion of the Bamum Why was it the King who had to 
come out with all these inventions? It is said that the king 
had a very stoic, rugged, and uncbeerful childhood. Psy
chologists believe that these are ground works for famous 
persons as once stated by Sir Winston S. Churchill5. As a 
child of four or nine [there are conflicting reports], King 
Njoya saw the decapitation of his father, the in fighting in 
his the country where princes were killing one another in an 
attempt to gain the sovereignty (Ndam-Njoya: 1977; 
Dugastet al.: 1950). He witnessed internecine civil war and 
invasions. All these prepared his minds for defense and mo
tivation of ideas that could defend and cause peace for his 
country .It was no doubt that maps as a defensive tool could 
have come from such a person with his sort of experience. 

COMPD..ATION 
The ''book of the country" is an amalgam of itineraries 

surveys compiled by the king and his servitors. These were 
for demarcating his kingdom's borders, indication of 
landed properties, depiction of cash crops and the various 
landlords that were in charge of them and the number of 
people they controlled. Therefore, we would be inclined to 
call this an early topocadastral map since cadastral data 
was recorded on medium scale (approximately 1: 500 000) 
map and not a primitive map as the first German analyst 
stated (Struck: 1908, 206) referred to his early sketch. There 
are subsequent proofs that this was more advanced cartog
raphy than the preliterate charts and maps of the Marsball 
Islanders, the First Nation Peoples of North America, and 
the Aztecs in Central America To start with, use was made 
in 1910-1911 surveys and compilation of the scripts of the 
King in vade mecums filled out by royal surveyors. 
(Copies of some vade mecums in 22 pages can be seen at the 
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French Musee de l'Homme, Paris call mark number 
34.171.1377). The itineraries followed the main existing 
rural tracks throughout the country. This was the same tech
nic that the German colonial troops, Schutztruppen had 
pursued while traversing in the kingdom and the surround
ings countries. In other words, this is a sketched road map 
with additional cadastral information but with a difference 
in that it covered the entire kingdom. Therefore, it has got 
unique properties. The royal surveyors took note of all the 
land use, the names of the lords and dignitaries on the roads 
and those of the villages that were often the names of the vil
lage heads they traversed. The map had those 
characteristics attributed to the Roman road map, Tabula 
Peutingeriana ~kelton:. 1964, 19) and European cadastral 
maps of the 16 century (Baigent: 1990). It was therefore 
the first spacial Domesday Book of the people of the region. 

COMPARISON 
From the technique of collecting information, one sees 

some similarities with the German colonial maps of Dr. 
Max Moisel, editor-in-chief of all the German colonial 
maps and his assistance, Dr. Paul Sprigate. Both were 
working for the official German colonial mapping firm, 
Dietrich Rheimer in UnterdenLinden, Berlin in the late 19th 
and the early 20th Centuries. Armed with this general pur
pose map, computing the entire population of the Bamum 
by multiplying the estimated number of people supposed to 
be under the various dignitaries, [nji , nkom, and nkom 
shuushut], was possible, by the number of settlements. The 
nji was a traditional religious priest who acted at the same 
time as the representative of the king in a village, hamlet, or 
the clan where he resided. In the northern sister Kingdom of 
Nsoq, these individuals are known respectively as the fai 
and the shey. Clans were remnants of once existing erst
while tribes conquered and incorporated in the Bamum 
Kingdom or other sub tribes that had voluntarily come to 
settle among the Bamum elements (Tardits: 1980). Most of 
these were the Bamilekes whose original identifications 
have been assimilated. In which case, it was an embryonic 
general purpose map, the only one of its kind that ever 
emerged from Africa South of the Sahara by: an African 
leader with little or no European influence6• Crawford 
(1935: 440) does not in anyway, while praising the King as 
genius for his invention, reject the fact that there could have 
been any exogenous influence in his script so was his map
ping but he stated that the development of the idea was 
independently his as there are no parallels elsewhere 7• 

Njoya' s map highlights one vital aspect of a hard copy 
map as a store of areal information. It was therefore not sur
prising, that the GermanSchutzetroppen that compiled data 
for the mapping of the German colony of the Cameroon ex
tracted some information from the Map of King Njoya for 
the compilation of 1913 topographical map (1: 300.000) of 
the region. 

EXTERNAL IDEAS 
The first reference to Njoya's mapping ability was in 

1908 by Bemhard Struck, a German geographer who re
ported that Reverend Martin Goehring8, a missionary in 
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Fumban had stumbled on a very unusual cadastral map of 
Njoya on July 29, 1906. The map was the early product of 
an itinerary traverse of the King himself. This was the route 
from the town ofFumban to his farm, the geometric sketch 
of his farm incorporating the new alphabet (Struck 1908; 
Ngo: 1987, 326). The out come was a linear map depicting 
the palace, the war trenches that surrounded the town, the 
names of the various tributaries of the river Mfi (Noun), the 
villages traversed en route to the farm and eventually the 
farm (fig. 1). Although this map had no scale, the approxi
mated scale given by Struck was 1:44000 and when 
compared with a German sketch of the very area, there were 
striking similarities. The similarities with the German 
sketch tell us that Njoya' s initiative cannot have been dis
missed as some primitive trash but worthy of some 
attention. We are not certain if this were a spontaneous 
sketch or if he had any influence from the route traverses of 
Captain von Ramsay and Lieutenant Sandrock.. These were 
the first German surveyors that arrived in Fumban on July 
6, 1902 and sojourned for five days as discussed by Dugast 
and Jeffreys. : 1950, 15) citing the records of Hauptmann 
Ramsay• journey in the Cameroons9 in the Deutches 
Kolonialblatt of 190210• Another visitor who arrived from 
the direction of Bamenda fifty miles to the northwest was 
Lieutenant Hirtler on Aprill3, 1903. He sojourned in the 
capital, Fumban for nine days. He took note of the orderly 
organization of the society, urban development in the capi
tal, commerce where cowries were used as money and 
reported of his rendezvous with the king and his entou
rage11 (Dugast and Jeffreys 1950, 16). 

Could the King's mapping ability have been from the 
influence of the Basel Missionaries Pastors Emst and 
Leimbacher who had settled in Bali in 1903 and paid regu
lar visits to Fumban? Leimbacher eventually settled in 
Fumban in 1906 with Pastor Goehring. Alternatively, could 
it have been the influence of another settler Habisch or the 
influence of Max Moisel the chief colonial cartographer 
who visited the territory in 1907? We are told by Struck that 
Konig Ndshoya von Bamum actually engaged Herr 
Kartograph Max Moisel in conversation when he came to 
Fumban on the Methode der Routeaufnahme und die 
kllrtographische. As Moisel was concerned with topo
graphical mapping on a medium scale, 1: 300 000, Njoya 
told him that it was not going to solve several land disputes 
that he was having in his kingdom. It appears that Kings 
have been influential in the development of cartography. 
Kart ix of Sweden in 1603 similarly ordered cadastral map
ping of Sweden to replace all the existing maps produced 
by foreigners that were inadequate and inaccurate for their 
need (Baigent: 1990, 62). To the east of his country there 
were the Fulani invaders from Banyo, in the north were the 
most feared cousins from the Kingdom ofNsoq with whom 
they had fought a war in 1886 and King Njoya's father 
Sangu' s head was decapitated and taken away as a war tro
phy. From the West were the incursions of the Bamilekes 
whose land was small and could not handle their popula
tion. Bamum Kingdom offered the best alternative 
settlement for the surplus populations neighbouring king
doms. Famine from internal and international wars meant a 
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need for reform in the Kingdom and topocadastral mapping 
was to provide a solution. Besides, the fact that be ap
proached the first whites that came to his kingdom, Captain 
Ramsay, chairman of the GesselscbaftNordwest-Kamerun 
(NWGK) and Sandrock July 6, 1902 and inquired through 
an interpreter in bush English what be was doing with his 
party.1bese two Germans bad passed via King Seembum ii 
ofNsoq to the north ofBamum who bad fought off and de
feated the attack ofNjoya's father Nsangu in 1884-1885. 
Our conjecture is that be might have gleaned what they 
were doing and imitated what was happening. Moreover, 
the meeting with the chief German cartographer Herr Max 
Moise1 in 1907 gave him an idea on techniques of traversing 
and cartographic technics as were executed in the metropo
lis (Struck: 1908, 206)12• All the same, one crucial 
impediment was still on the way, that of language. We un
derstand that Moisel bad interpreters from the littoral who 
spoke bush English for ease of communication. We are not 
certain that scientific discussion could have taken place for 
the better comprehension of the King. Additionally, sign 
language could have been used coupled with pidginized 
English, then the coastal lingua franca and what Moisel bad 
intended to transmit could not have been effective. In those 
days, it was customary for 'Visitors to be accompanied by lo
cal porters who acted as an interpreters (see Rev. Emonts: 
1927; Cbilver: 1966). Max Moisel stayed briefly in Victo
ria where set out on his hinterland march and be could not 
have mastered West African creole (pidginized English) 
the German officials initially employed for their adminis
tration. It will be recalled that the Germanopbone 
community was still relatively small by 1907 (Derrick: 
1980). English as introduced by the missionaries like Jo
sepb Merrick, Alfred Saker (1876) from Peckbam, South 
London and the returning ex slaves was still widely spoken 
in the Cameroon than German. The Germans found this 
more convenient until later on (1908) that. German was 
taught in schools. The Germans bad made a grievous mis
take of not teaching German to the locals. Their rationale 
was that it was only a language fit for the whites. It was after 
they realized that English learning was still being canied on 
by British and American missionaries and traders at their 
detriment that they started in earnest to set up German gov
ernment schools (Rudin: 1938). The first Cameroonians to 
learn German were those who attended private Pallotin Fa
thers' Catholic schools established as early as in 1889 
(Santerre et al.: 1982). 

In spite of these early meetings with the whites, no doc
umented evidence exists that N~oya bad direct foreign 
influence regarding cartography1 • He was a self-taught 
cartographer with a subsequent German influence. The first 
map of the road to his farm from his palace was like a test of 
what be could do for his territory that be eventually did in 
1912. Unfortunately, this German Pastor Goebring then in 
Fumban did not find this map exciting. The King after re
turning from his farm convoked Goebring to his palace on 
July 29, 1906 to show him his sketch. It was never seen and 
we suspect that be was responsible for taking it to Europe 
for further examination. Although as a copied sketch can 
be seen in the Globus (1908), and what is mentioned in the 
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Mineilungen aus. den deutschen Schutzgebieten of 1907, 
be did get bold of it or a copy. If the sketch of the road to his 
estate was not sensational and strange, it could not have 
been given a place in a respectable German scientific jour
nallike the Globus of October 1, 1908. It was reconstructed 
by the Cartographic Institutes von Dietricb Reimerthe offi
cial colonial mapper of the German imperial Government 
of Berlin. If the interest were not in the cartographic 
technics ofNjoya, could it have been the Bamum alphabet 
or both? It will be remarked that the ethnographers and 
other scientists came to the colonies and studied any scien
tific developments that could enhance their administration 
or their activities in the colonies. It was therefore not sur
prising that an intelligent man like King Njoya was a focus 
of scientific investigations. The German and the British co
lonialists in this part of the world accepted Africans for 
what they were. The French on the other band wanted to 
change them to be French before they could be accepted. 
Africans were found inferior, a fortiori, any contribution 
from them was bound to be immaterial. Whereas the former 
embraced, the latter dismissed them. 

The original copy of his cartographic contribution, map 
of Bamum, our main concern, is first mentioned in the 
King's correspondence to the Great King ofEngland. What 
accompanied this document were the said map of his King
dom, one of his carved thrones and several tusks. 
Apparently, this gesture bad an ulterior motive. The map 
was employed as a political propaganda instrumenL Re
garding the king, by offering it to great King of England, be 
was surrendering himself and his kingdom to the British. 
He bad one apprehension in mind as Major General Dobell 
rightly put it, that be needed protection in case the Germans 
were to return to the Cameroons. The British were the right 
people who could have given him this protection. However, 
in the past be bad proved that be could do business with any
one if his culture and people were left intact (Ngo: 1987, 
270)14• This could be viewed with his other bandiwoiks, 
portraits of his predecessors above all that of his decapi
tated father Nsangu and the old palace before the 
construction of the modem palace in 1910. He was a bard
working man who could overcome anything. While on his 
first visit to the capital of the then German Cameroons in 
1908, be copied the architectural style of the Buea Scbloss 
of the German Governor of Cameroons at the time, Jesko 
von Putkamer. The castle was like that of the notables in 
Hamburg (Plate 1). It was no surprise that be bad to emulate 
the building styles in Hamburg as most of the Germans op
erating in the Concession of Gesellscbaft 
Nordwest-Kamerun and those of the Westafikaniscbe 
Planzungsgsellscbaft in Victoria were ~cipally from the 
area of Hamburg. They bad "factories" 5 that were located 
in Fumban, the capital of Bamum. It is still from one of 
these stores that be obtained his drawing materials. 

POLYGWTEDmON 
The first manuscript map of the King was sent to the 

King George v of Great Britain and Ireland in 1914. The 
was monolingual. The subsequent copy with information 
from the complete surveys that ended in 1920 is bilingual. It 
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Plate 1 Fumban Palace designed and constructed by King Njoya in 1910 (note the present King seated at the en
trance having an audience). Photographed by Viban Ngo, 1992. 

has French and Mum languages. This is referred to as the 
adulterated copy. Adulteration here implies that the copy in 
the municipal Archives in Duala had a second language 
other than Mum in a ka u ku mfe mfe the original language 
and scripts of the King. The second language, French is in 
Roman scripts. This is what had led us to term this polyglot 
manuscript copy adulterated. We are certain that the addi
tional literature was not the handiworlc of King Njoya 
himself for he dreaded the French who had curtailed his 
powers and attempted to assimilate him. The French out of 
jealousy ended up incarcerating him in Y aounde prison for 
his lack of cooperation in 1931, where he eventually died in 
1933 (conversation with Professor C. Tardits, Sorbonne 
Paris, 1984). We suspect that the French language added 
was perhaps an attempt by the IF AN's French workers then 
in Duala to unravel the content of the map and sought the as
sistance of Nji Mama was then still alive. The 
imprisonment of the King in 1931 could equally have been 
attributed to his anglophile tendencies as explained in the 
letter below (1914). It would certainty be concluded that 
the French language was not in his own writing, but that of 
Nji Mama. With this overt animosity, we could not con
clude that Njoya had no good rapprochement with the 
French as with the Germans or the British who with the indi
rect rule policy copied from Lord Frederick Lugard, 
Governor-General of Northern Nigeria then deemed it fit
ting to increase the powers of the local rulers whom they 
used for their own benefits in local governance. Briefly, un-
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der this system, traditional rulers had total jurisdiction over 
their territories according to their local systems with advice 
form British colonial officials. Reading the letter he wrote 
to the King ofEngland, we have the impression that he was 
glad to have seen the departure of the Germans from his ter
ritory. Therefore, with his flexible character, we are not 
certain if what he said was due to pressure orpropagandistic 
to gain favours from the British. The French in the Camer
oon considered strong local leaders as impediments to their 
administration and it was not to their best interest to keep 
them. 

Still on canolinguistcs, the king had very little time to 
master French to writing fluently as to translate his original 
map for the French colonial government officials. We 
therefore tend to conclude that it was the addition from one 
of his senior pupils, Nji Mama who was the captain during 
and after the royal survey expedition of 1910-1911. His sig
nature on the map also confirms that the king was not the 
direct author of the copy in the Duala Municipal Archives. 
It would have been a travesty of freedom if the king under 
duress drew the map in prison. It would have been impossi
ble as the colonial French officials wanted to stamp out any 
power that was to clash with their government By allowing 
Njoya to continue drawing his land would have been an
other acceptance by the French that he was a powerful 
figure to reckon with. Imprisoning Njoya whom they had 
learned was very powerful at the epoch of the Germans was 
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a psychological subjugation and a demonstration that no 
person in the region was above the French colonial regime. 
The apprehension of the French authority was therefore 
made in strong terms to the locals whom the French had to 
subjugate as a lower class of people. Njoya in the times of 
the Germans was a demigod with his uniformed private 
army tbat very much resembled the colonial German 
troops. Njoya even had from Kaiser Wilhelm II a crowned 
resplendent crowned prince uniform. That could have been 
frightening to the French who considered the Germans as 
enemies. Kings who were not in alignment with their policy 
of assimilation were dethroned. 

Could the inclusion of the French text have been when 
he was in French plenipotentiary? As stated above, there 
was no time for him to learn French to put on the additional 
information we see in French. To begin with, Cameroon 
was jointly administered by the French and British as a con
dominium from 1916 when the Germans were defeated. It 
was not until1919 when the country was partitioned be
tween the French and the British. Unti11919 or the creation 
of the League of Nations, Bamum was under the British ju
risdiction. According to this official correspondence and 
the King had wished to remain with the British as stated by 
Major-General C. M. Dobell, Commander of the Allied 
Forces in the Cameroons16• We conjecture that the King 
might have been punished by the French for what he might 
have said in the letter that did not favour the French rule 
over his KingdOlil. As above alluded to, it was therefore not 
possible for the King or his servitor Nji Mama to have mas
tered French between the transitional period of 1919 to 
1922 for annotation in the map. We do not have any docu
mented evidence that French schools were allowed to be 
established in Fumban until when Bamum was finally 
given to the French by the British (1922). However, there is 
evidence that their district officer Clopot was there. The 
original copy mentioned in another correspondence of Cap
tain C. M. Dobell dated 1916 presently in the Kew 
Archives, London is only authentic Njoya' s map in the 
Bamum Script17• This copy is therefore an incomplete edi
tion as surveys were only complete in 1920. 

When I set out to research on this topic in 1982, my 
prime objective was to lay hands on the original copy of the 
map. Since it was sent to the King of England at the time, 
King George V at the time, I wrote Sir Robin 
Macworth-Young, the head of the Royal Archives in Wind
sor Castle, Berkshire on May 26, 1982. Macworth-Young 
could not locate it in Royal Collection18• The manuscript 
map ended in the Public Record Office, Kew. What was and 
is still remarkable about it is the letter that the King wrote 
that accompanied the map. Regarding the king, he was sur
rendering his country to the British and the offer of the map 
signified the offer of his country. The King attached more 
importance in the map than we can imagine. It was more 
than tokenistic to him. The paper was the entire in micro
cosm and that is why he called the map the "book of the 
country". One needs to turn to the letter to see its signifi
cance. The letter below, written in Bamum scripts before 
being translated by perhaps the resident British District Of-
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ficer another indication that the British had attempted to 
learn the Bamum alphabeL 

Letter from Njoya the King of Bamum to the Great 
AD-Powerful, King of aD the English 

I, Njoya. 1 rJh King of Bamum send my humble salutations 
to the Great King of the English who puts the evil men to 
flight and the troublesome to prison. 

I thank the Great King for sending his soldiers to free my 
country. I have seen the English and I know that they are 
good and strong people and that all black men follow 
them. They have delivered me from the hands of the 
German who are men of darkness, who have no 
belongings, who are liars, who trouble the people 
continuously. 

I have collected all my people and they all wish to belong 
to the King of the British, and to his sons and the sons of 
his sons. May he take them into his hands as a father 
takes his children, may he show them wisdom and help 
and teach them to be strong even as the English 
themselves. 

I wish to follow the King of England and to be his servant 
together with my country that my land may be freshened 
with dew and that the Germans all unclean things may be 
driven out. .All my people, my old men and my girls, the 
weak and the strong, desire this. 
May the God of the English help them in the fight, may 
the Great King remain strong in his town, may his life be 
long and his descendants numerous. 
The Germans have troubled us and made our hearts cold 
and foolish. If the evil that they have done could be 
weighed it would be more than one thousand kilos. I and 
all my people beg that we may be delivered from their 
hands. 

There is a very small thing in my hand which I wish to 
offer humbly to the English King. It is the Chair in which 
I and my fathers have always sat and which is my 
strength and power . .Also, the two large elephant tusks 
which are on each side of it. There is no other such tusks 
in the country. The chair and tusks are nothing to the 
Great King, but they are all I have. 

L Njoya, and all my headmen and all my people agree to 
the English flag which hangs in my town and I give 
greetings three times and give my land and all that I have 
to the English. 

Njoya, 16th King ofBamum. 

MOTIVES 
It was seen that it was out of curiosity which did not 

only end in cartography and traversing which we know that 
Njoya might have bad the idea from Max Moisel in 1907. 
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Njoya was an avaricious shrewd learner. He had invented 
his alphabet, documented the country's medical practices, 
medicinal plants, chemicals, the history of Bamum, 
planned to build a printing press, copied the German mili
tary uniforms, the Islamic apparel, and set up a sowing 
industry in Fumban (Geary 1996). Such a man was feared 
by the colonialists (French) who they saw his writing as an
other secret code that could be used to topple the colonial 
regime with (Conversation with Professor Claude Tardits, 
Paris: 1983). He planned to teach the surrounding kings and 
chiefs so that they could communicate with one another and 
many more. However, the one thing that motivated him was 
the land litigations and the family feud It was to settle lots 
ofland questions with his neighbours and with his own citi
zens. This function of the map had been echoed in the past 
by geographers as Leo Bagrow (Skelton: 1964, 20)19• 

LAND OWNERSIHP 
The concept oflaodownership was an innovation in Af

rica as to other parts of the world where Europeans had not 
settled. In Africa land was borrowed from its Creator, God 
and the present borrower was not to adulterate it as it was 
expected to be passed to the next generation. Similarly, the 
question of demarcating land would not have evolved from 
people who had not thought of landownership. There was 
one reason why Africa would have been the last place 
where sophisticated maps would have evolved. African 
population& had been depleted by famine, vice, emigration, 
and wars. One person was entitled to acres and acres ofland. 
Building was scattered so that one person should have am
ple land for himself and his progenitors. Where it was 
owned, it was for the purposes of cultivating ephemeral 
crops and therefore there was no need of striving to have 
permanent land. Also, shifting cultivation did not favour 
permanent landownership that could have triggered cadas
tral surveys and mapping a:s in Europe. Even where 
perennial crops were grown, the land upon which they 
stood did not belong to the owner of the crops. It was there
fore not necessary to demarcate land or to claim ownership. 
Additionally, certain African religions believed that mem
bers would die and the land they lived on would cease to be 
theirs and there was no reason to claim ownership of any 
particular land. Having said so, it did not mean that in soci
eties that had no European influence there were no concepts 
of maps. In an inaugural speech made by the Hon. Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, Hon. Amery at the launching of 
the Empire Conference of Survey Officers in 1928 he stated 
there were maps and map concept in those societies [Africa] 
(19).However, the situation changed in the 20th Century 
with the abolition of slavery and colonialism. Internecine 
intertribal wars relatively ended, European medicine in
creased life expectancy and there was a substantial growth 
in African population. Mao in Africa, instead of wondering 
as a gatherer resolved to sedentary agricultural life. For the 
first time there was shortage oflaod for hunting, for gather
ing, fishing grounds and so on. The solutions to these were 
further wars as the one that King Njoya's father Nsaogu 
fought with the Nsoq Kingdom in 1884-1885. In these 
wars, the fittest gained the greatest territory. When Njoya' s 
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father wardecapitatedin theN soq War of 1886, Njoya who 
born in 1867 was then too young to rule. His mother 
Njapndunke and Titamfon Gbetnk.omacted as the king's re
gents till at the age of ten ( 1877) when he was crowned He 
inherited external boundary and internal land disputes from 
his father as explained below. Most of the problems 
stemmed from undefined land disputes, fishing grounds 
and hunting parks to the north, east and west of Bamum. 
Moreover, his father was not a direct descendant of the 
royal family. When his grand father King Mbowbwo 
[Mbuambua] died, there were in fights among his sons lead
ing to several casualties as who was to succeed [Tardit 
1996, 143-144]20• 

MAPPING FOR INTELLIGENCE 
Certain events in Njoya' s life prepared his mind to map. 

To start with, Nsaogu, Njoya's father who was a son of a 
princess was finally chosen as the 15th King ofBamum. He 
set out with an ambitious plan to revenge the past vendettas. 
There was more tumult in the kingdom. He had no means of 
killing all his enemies within the kingdom. He started war 
with his powerful neighbours of Nsoq over the ownership 
of border region of Mbokiwveo and Mbokam where there 
was the Bamum settlement of Fukkam to the northeast on 
the assumption that during fighting his enemy brothers 
would be killed. An occasion arose when the royal wives of 
Seem ii the King ofNsoq sent emissaries to Nsaogu to re
turn the wives of Taamaojo of Bamum origin who has 
escaped after the death of Tamanjo, his father. Nsaogu 
killed the emissaries and in retaliation, Seem attacked and 
dispersed the settlement in ofFukkam. Nsaogu' s saw this as 
an occasion to wage war on Nsoq. It also became an oppor
tunity for him to eliminate his half brothers Milliom and 
Ndam so as to secure the succession to the throne by his own 
son, Njoya. In a battle (1886) in which he Nsaogu and his 
half brothers led 3000 Bamum soldiers to Nsoq, he was in
stead decapitated and his head taken to the reigning King of 
Nsoq, Seembum ii (Mdzeka: 1990, 82). When Njoya grew 
up, he swore to revenge and did receive the assistance of the 
German specialist in bush warfare, Hauptmaon Hans 
Glauoiog in 1906 (Faoso etal.1996: 100-114). It is not clear 
whether the Germans attacked Nsoq Kingdom because they 
wanted to exercise their power or to assist Njoya to recuper
ate the head of Nsaogu, King Njoya's father. The first 
Germans, voo Pavel with eight other Germans, several 
askaris and porters were warmly welcomed by King Seem ii 
at Kumbo the capital ofNsoq Kingdom in 1902. According 
to Lt. Col. voo Pavel on "January 15, 1902 ... The expedition 
passed through Bansso country, camping at Kumbo. The 
chief(King Seem ii my italics) of this well-built settlement 
gave it a friendly reception and was prepared to fulfill de
mands punctually." (Deutches Kolonialblatt, v. 13, p.238) 
There was no incident until on June 7th, 1902 that Lt. 
Houbeo secretly arrived at the capital of Seem ii with forty 
askaris and burnt down the palace because one of the sol
diers was assaulted for carrying water from the King's 
spring. We are not certain that the incident necessitate a war 
of subjugation. That is why we are inclined to conclude that 
Njoya had convinced Glauniog to assist him in the retrieval 
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of his father's skull. An attack on two fronts was launched 
on Nsoq on April27, 1906. 

When the joint German-Bamum expeditionary forces 
defeated the Nsoq in 1906, the bead of King Nsangu that the 
Nsoq bad taken along as trophy after his defeat was re
turned. The Nsoq punitive expedition (April27th-June 5th, 
1906) in which King Njoya with his 200 auxiliaries accom
panied the German troops (two regiments of the 
Scbutmppen were engaged; the 1st with 5 Germans 90 M
ricans and the second with 6 Europeans and 100 Africans). 
In course of fighting itinerary surveys as were carried out in 
Nsoq as Max Moisel in his 1912 publication of Karte von 
Kamerun 1:300.000 series cited Captain Glauning as one 
source of information. Glauning, the German captain of 
the expedition to Nsoq, Lt. von Wenckstem, Dr Eckbard, 
and Sergeant Koeller whites mentioned in Glauning report 
(Glauning:1906) collected topographic information and 
that could have bad an impact on the knowledge of itinerary 
surveys on· Njoya It will be recalled that the German colo
nial soldier could have promotion based on the amount of 
survey information be furnished to Berlin (Ngo: 1987). We 
guess that some smattering knowledge of topographical 
survey could have been passed to him when be was briefed 
by Max Moisel in 1907 as be toured the northwest of the 
colony coupled with his experience in the Nsoq battle. 

Additionally, by the way information was collected by 
the King, it was possible for the him to know who was who 
in the country. In case of any antagonism, be was to know 
who to turn to from the past history. These factors necessi
tated mapping for administrative and security pUiposes. 
Further, incursions from the west ofhis territory was owing 
to a mpid increase in the population of the Bamilekes as 
their land bad become so small as to accommodate them 
(Heizen: 1984). Njoya saw their infilttation into his terri
tory as a threat. His forefathers bad received other waves of 
foreigners and be was unable to accommodate the next 
wave of the Bamilekes as the eleventh sovereign King 
Mbwobwo. This King bad enlarged tbe territory to almost 
twentyfold (Tardits, 1996: 143). This increase of the terri
tory by forceful repatriation or assimilation meant that the 
rightful owners were to attempt to regain their territories in 
the future. (It is sttange that the skirmishes between the 
Bamilekes and the Bamums continue to this day. Most of 
Bamum is on the plain with very fertile volcanic soils that 
support all sorts of tropical and temperate crops. Whereas, 
the Bamileke land is billy, rugged, with skeletal soils in 
most places and cannot sustain tbe growing population. The 
Bamileke lands were good havens for biding in the days of 
Fulani and Bani slave raids as the goings were very difficult 
for horseback invaders.) Even within his own people, there 
were land litigations coming to his palace for solutions. He 
thought that the map with the names of people holding the 
land and the property if well documented could act as a ref
erence bank in case there were fighting over the lands. It 
was therefore not surprising that upon being briefed on 
what Max Moisel was doing, be immediately thought of 
having a map with the names of landlords, linage beads, 
and the boundaries of their wards that would assist in the 
settlements of land disputes. The concept oflandownership 
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was therefore in certain African societies prior to the advent 
of the Europeans. As in Medieval Europe surveys and maps 
first came to settle land disputes as observed by Dr. Skelton 
(1972: 7) that "medieval land surveying was a regulJJr pro
cess in the settlement of customary rights and dues and in 
determining the economic relJJtionship between landlords 
and tenants. "Equally, there are similarities with what went 
on in Europe in what motivated King Njoya to map his 
country in 1912 as highlighted in the motivating factors of 
Skelton below. As far back as in the J(jh Century govern
ments had started showing increasing awareness if the 
relevance of maps. In the political field, maps served for the 
demarcation of frontiers, in the economic, for property as
sessment and taxation, and as an inventory of natural 
resources, in administration, for communication, in the 
military affairs, for both strategic and tactical plJJnning, of
fensive and defensive (Skelton 1972: 16). However 
mapping was enforced with the introduction of permanent 
cash crops, the building of durable structures with rocks and 

·"bricks (Brunt: 1959).Tbe land problem was exacerbated 
with the introduction of cattleFulani from Northern Nigeria 
by the British administrators in 1935 into the Adamawa 
where green grass was plentiful. Similarly, the Mbororos 
(Fulbes) who bad settled in the east of the country needed 
land and huge tributes (women, palm oil, tusks, goats, and 
cola-nuts). These increased land demand. Their hummed 
back cattle they brought along needed lots of exercising and 
hence adequate roaming grazing space. They triggered the 
farmers-grazers interminable litigations that are hitherto a 
very big administrative problem. The traditional "dwarf' 
cattle were more adapted to the land and caused little dam
age to both the farmers and settlers. These were phased out 
and replaced by the energetic Fulani cattle. Apart from in
ability to control them, their roaming tendency and 
avaricious feeding damaged the flora and triggered massive 
gully erosions creating irreparable badlands. 

MODERN AND UNSOPmSTICATED 
Were Njoya's maps modem or primitive? The first 

people who commented on the sketches of King Njoya at
tempted to liken them to the early preliterate maps of the 
First Nations People of North America, those of Marsball 
Islanders (Thrower, l.anman: 1989, 90-95), and the Eski
mos (Strock: 1908). Actually what they saw was the initial 
road map Pastor Martin Goebring of the Basel Mission took 
to Europe in 1907 which we can compare with John 
Ogilby's 1675 road map, "Map of the Road from 
Crewkerne to Exeter and Plymouth" [see Moreland et al.: 
1986, 28] or John Owen and Emmanuel Bowen's Road 
Map of High Bamet to Biggleworth [See Britannia Depicta 
or Ogilby Improved, published in May Edition from 1720 
to about 1764] (Morelandetal.: 1986, 29). Upon closer ex
amination, there are remarkable differences in the type of 
charts/maps of the first group of primitive cartographers vis 
a vis those ofKingNjoya We cannot categorically classify 
Njoya' s maps as embryonic, as strictly specking, we see an 
advanced isolated cartography with little or no European or 
Arabic influence. If there were European influences, the 
presentation would not have been a strange curiosity to the 
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Europeans. When the Germans came, several Bamum ele
ments had accepted Mohammedanism from the constantly 
invading Fulanis who bad settled in the region of Banyo, 
Adamawa to the east which was then the southernmost ex
tent of the Islam from Lake Chad (Crawford: 1935). Njoya 
bad made peace with them and one term of treaty was that 
his people would be converted into Islam. Apart from the 
official meeting with the Germans in 1902, 1905 and white 
settlers, Basel Missionaries, and traders of the NWConces
sion, the first known record of German occupation of 
Bamum is in 1899. We are also told that he had in his pos
session a copy of the Koran (Ndam-Njoya: 1917). It is 
conjectured that these bad some influence on his develop
ment of the map as well his alphabet, a ka u ku mfe mfe. In 
which case, be had a modem but indirect base, assertion. 
However, be explained that he had a dream in which was re
vealed to him complicated a figure representing the letter 
pouen which stood for the band. He got up and wrote the let
ter on a slate as was practiced by the Muslim literates. He 
then washed the surface and drank the ink. The act of drink
ing was said to have assisted him in his findings. With the 
assistance of his entourage, be invented some signs and the 
first to report this was again Pastor Martin Goehring of the 
Basel Mission. In 1907, there were 419 symbols reduced by 
1915 when the British arrived at the territory to 204 sym
bols. He had used his alphabet extensively with his 
dignitaries, Nji. We can only speak on conjectures as no one 
knew what be could have accomplished had the jealousy of 
the French spared him unjustified imprisonment where he 
died in 1933. It is disheartening that a man admired by the 
locals, the Germans, British (Crawford: 1935,436)22, later 
by French scholars (Tardits: 1980; 1996), and even the 
American scholars (Rudin: 1938) for his talents could only 
be considered fit for imprisonment by the French colonial 
regime (Ndam-Njoya: 1977). 

Additionally, the Lewa Ngu as the map is known in 
Mum language, literally translated as the country's book 
employed Bamum scriptural writing a ka u ku mfe mfe in
vented by the King himself. He invented this alphabet as an 
ideographic script in 1900 specifically for the Bamum lan
guage. By 1910 he had converted itto an alphabetic one in 
which he used in the writing of country's code of law, a 
medical book, history of the Kingdom and used in the anno
tation of his map our main concern. The other primitive 
maps mentioned in literature (Thrower: 1972; Spink and 
Moodie: 1972; International Cartographic Association: 
1984; Bagrow: 1964) do not have any scriptorial writing as 
Njoya' s sketches. They were sketched or constructed from 
memory without the field check as what happened to 
Njoya's map. Anthropologists have reported that in the 
course of their discussions of spacial aspects with their Af
rican dignitaries (ajai) in the Kingdom of Nsoq (1950s), 
they would with the sharp edge of their spears draw sponta
neous maps on sand and dirts for illustrations (E.M. 
Chilver: 1986, personal communication). In other words, 
the maps of the other preliterate societies were essentially 
mental maps. It was obvious as in most societies, that maps 
are required by strangers. There was no need for them as the 
societies were generally homogenous, unilingual, and set-
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tlements, though generally less planned, were not complex. 
As preliterate societies, that is not book-learned, it was nor
mal to ask for directions. There are several agglomerations 
in Africa today without street names and people require 
landmarks for communication instead of maps. Street 
names were/are not needed as in most agglomerations in the 
Western communities. Had door to door postal services 
been established in the land and strict process of population 
enumeration, then there would be need for planning and 
maps. This is true today in most big cities in Africa After 
the departure of European colonialists in the 1960s only the 
business district areas and where European towns were lo
cated does one find street names. It was often found out that 
it were visitors that carry along street plans. Locals need no 
maps except when they go out of their familiar areas. 

There was an attempt by Njoya to collect material for his 
maps as he bad seen the Germans doing. However on the 
writings of King Njoya, Crawford (ibid) commented that 
the administrative headquarters responsible for Fumban the 
seat of King Njoya was at Bamenda some 50 miles away 
and could not have influenced Njoya's independent think
ing, let alone the surveys and drawing of his maps. Other 
direct contact could have been only in 1910 when an agri
cultural post was established at Nkutie to the southwest of 
Fumban. This was manned by a European. Also, the trans
fer of Captain Adamest then the District Officer for 
Bamenda to the settlement of Matunke close to Nkutie. 

SURVEYS 
Having been instructed by the king himself, the expedi

tion under the leadership of Nji Mama and 18 servitors set 
out to map the entire country in April of 1912. The royal 
surveyors were equipped with field note books and pencils 
as would any Western surveyor in the 19 or 20th Century. It 
is estimated that there were 6023 participants in all 
(Crawford: 1935).Each note book measured 20x5x16cm 
and is 22 pages. The expedition set out towards the east in 
the region ofTikari. The pages and path cutters prepared the 
tracks and the rest houses for the king. The king closely fol
lowed the topographers. The going was very slow as they 
slept over night in villages (Dugast and Jeffreys, M. D. W.: 
1950). According to Nji Mama the chief servitor who was 
interviewed by Dugast and Jeffreys in 1950, the king occa
sionally took a vantage position which was like an 
observatory. It was from here that he would make a recon
naissance survey of the land It was from the vantage 
position that he noted the points of reference. Note was 
taken of market places, oil palms, raphia palms important in 
the production of palm wine for entertainment, forest gal
leries, marshes, village borders, or village concessions, 
perfect structures and even those that were dilapidated. 
With the assistance of watches, the team was not supposed 
to omit the time it took them to accomplish their task from 
one stage to the next (Dugast et al: 1950, 69). Upon their re
turn to the Palace, Njoya personally verified the work of 
everyone. 

How was it done? In each of the villages, they village 
head or a Nji was approached who appointed someone who 
knew the terrain well. This individual would give them the 
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territorial limits of village and the names of the human and 
physical features. He would them accompany the expedi
tion to the village border of the next village. At the border, 
the representative from the next village would confirm the 
limit of his own village. If there were any discrepancies as 
to the exact location of the villages, the matter was then 
drawn to the attention of the King who would there and then 
resolve the matter with the help of a rope he used in measur
ing the disputed land at the border of the two villages. He 
followed this procedure when the palaver was brought to 
his tribunal. He would then mark with red ink on his map 
personally the borders be bad decided after listening atten
tively to the litigations of the two villages' representatives. 
In case where the villagers settled the matter themselves, he 
did not interfere in their dispute. 

The surveying continued in a similar manner and here is 
an excerpt of what actually took place on the ground: Going 
back to our expedition to Mantum; From here it directed it
self towards the south and halting in ten stages, it reached 
Massangam located at the Mbam-Nun confluent The expe
dition stopped here and sent a small group to explore the 
environs of the confluent From their last stop, it took them 
three days' march to reach the confluent From this loca
tion, they climbed along the Nun valley_, took a 
south-westerly direction to the Nkogam and Mbapit Mas
sifs. These were traversed before reaching the Mbam 
mountain range that extends to almost half the length of the 
territory. From this range halted at 13 other stages before 
stopping in the compound of Pa-Nguren, in the village of 
Monget It was then the beginning of the rainy season in the 
month of March and the King decided that the expedition 
should return to the capital. Before reaching atFumban, the 
expedition stopped at two other stages on the Kupa-Matapit 
trail. Upon reaching at Fumban in March of 1912, the expe
dition had gone through 30 stages and surveyed '1J3 of the 
kingdom in 52 days. Based upon the report of Nji Mama. 
the royal chief surveyor, the expedition set out on Sunday 
12 January 1912 in the dry season and ended on March 4, 
1912 when the first rains started falling. 

There was still much to be done and there were plans to 
continue in the dry season of 1912, November or December 
unfortunately, the Queen Mother Njapndunke, the mother 
of the King was gravely ill and the King did not want to 
leave her bedside. She died on June 13, 1913. The funeral 
celebrations lasted for almost one year thus disrupting the 
resumption of the surveys. The grieving period was dis
ruptedbytheFirstWorld War in 1914. In 1915, the British 
troopsarrivedinFumban. Thefollowingyear, 1916theyre
ceived a map of the country from Njoya for the Great King 
of the English people. If that is the case, then the map that 
was sent to the King of England now in Kew Depository, 
London, the U.K. was unaccomplished. According to the 
French Lieutenant Clapot then acting French administrator 
in Fumban, Njoya could have resumed his surveys in 1918 
but was stopped by an out break of consumption epidemic 
in the country. However, in around 1919 the topographers 
resumed their surveying tasks principally in the town of 
Fumban within the war trenches sunounding the town tak
ing note of family parcels of land. The trenches as the 
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castellated walls of the medieval maps in Europe, were 
given exaggerated emphasis. They are depicted with 
hachures and rounded pebble-like circles and the seven 
fordable crossing points are indicated by bigger circles. 
Main roads indicated by double-barreled lines in red and 
secondary paths or tracts are shown by single lines. Al
though, the width varies from place to place owing to the 
artists free-band sketching, those tracts without a key will 
automatically be understood by any western map reader. 
Much detail is given to the features-human/physical at the 
vicinity of the palace. 

The King who was still shattered by the death of his 
mother gave the reins of the surveys to his chief servitor, 
Nji Mama and his brother who did an excellent job 
(Tabouret: 1935, 121-126). 

It was not until1920 that King Njoya terminated the sur
veys of 113 of the country that was still remaining. This was 
mostly the area of today's Mantum and Monyet where be 
bad terminated on the fall if the rainy season of 1912. This 
time the expedition followed the trail from the north to 
Mbam Massif then descending the River Nvi valley. It then 
left the Nvi plain and headed for the River Mbam having to 
finally terminate on the 13th stop. The king was satisfied 
that the surveys had been accomplished and the task re
maining was to compile all the information in the vade 
cumens in a map form. 

COMPILATION 
The huge task of compilation and draftsmansbip was 

entrusted in the bands ofNji Mama and his brother lbrabim 
Njoya, the latter a royal servitor was also one of the field 
surveyors. The outcome was the map of 96 x 78 cm. This 
greatly differed from the 112 by 89cm dimensions of the 
manuscript map inspected by the author in the Duala Mu
nicipal Archives in March, 1983 tided La Carte du pays 
Bamum par le roi Njoya and signed by Nji Mama the bead 
cartographer of the Kin?. The rationale being the fact that 
all the maps were all painstakingly band drawn by the 
King's self taught chief cartographer Nji Mama whose sig
nature in French appeared on the map at the Duala 
Municipal Archives. 

SYMBOLISM 
The symbolism here is completely different from what a 

western cartographer will employ. As a work of art, it may 
be different from the European aesthetic appreciation. A 
river symbolized by yellow is as rare as a flowing river in 
the centre of the Sahara. They character employed are that 
of the King himself, a lea u ku mfe mfe. In the case of 
punctiform designation, the alignment of the letters are to a 
western trained cartographer some Greek. The fact that the 
characters are somewhat ideographic presents a confusing 
picture to a foreign reader as there is a less developed key or 
scale. The tendency is for the reader with no knowledge of 
the a lea u ku mfe mfe to mistake them for pictorial symbols. 
Tracks are drawn with china ink as well as annotations; the 
rivers and streams or tributaries take green; and some of the 
rivers are yellow; village borders are indicated by red 
hachures. The westem cartographer has in mind since the 
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beginning of the 18th Century due to the influence of Ger
man cartographers' notion that the higher one ascends, the 
darker the colours for depicting the topography. It has been 
the norm that green stands for low lying generally flat area. 
Red and yellow for roads and black for linear features or 
boundaries. Light blue for rivers and canals, and navy or 
marine blue for deep waters, and seas. In the case ofNjoya' s 
maps, rivers are yellow, and some of the rivers are green, 
village boundaries are indicated by red hachures and the flat 
terrain is indicated by an arrow; the zenith of hill by two ar
rows. It was an unusual development in that colours were 
added to by the cartographers of the King at the same time 
that they were drawing their maps. In the early Western 
maps25 fair drawing or printing was in black and white and 
colours were subsequently inserted by cartographers, picto
rial artist-painters, illuminators or miniaturists as they were 
variously known at their leisure (Barker et al.: 1991,9). Me
chanically coloured maps appeared in Britain in 1889 
(Barker et al. Ibid). 

The colouring employed by Nji Mama and his col
leagues would have puzzle a school pupil in the west. 
Where red and green colours are used to depict water. We 
can understand why rivers could be green as the rivers on 
the area passing over black volcanic basalt tend to project a 
dark green colour upon the reflection of the vegetation on 
the banks. What is still waiting psychological studies is the 
fact that red is used for the depiction of rivers in certain parts 
of the map; The author had observed a similar phenomenon 
in 1992 in the art work being exhibited in the Harare Na
tional Gallery, by Mr Takawira a self-taught African fine 
artist and soap stone sculptor. He had painted a landscape 
and used red for rivers and lakes. With my background 
knowledge of blue for water as started by the German car
tographers, what come to my mind was that he was 
depicting bush fire. Fire was reinforced in the author's ap
preciation because he tried to redefine African art to tally 
with the Western-schooled aesthetic of appreciation. The 
author came with foreknowledge that blue was for water or 
sky. There was that temptation lots of Westerners fall into 
when they met other cultures that differ from theirs that it 
was wrong and primitive. It was upon further questioning 
that he explained that red was for water features. It will not 
be concluded that this was a primitive art work based on 
what we have been taught in school, so will the temptation 
be to catagorize Njoya' cartography. Takawira with his lit
tle influence from Western Artists bad the privilege of 
exhibiting his work at the Barbican, London, U.K. in 1988 
and among the visitors was the Prince of Wales, Prince 
Charles who com~ared his work with the work of the First 
Nations Peoples 6. Profound differences could have 
emerged in the maps of the African King and that which we 
are taught in school because we are told that the technics 
and designs employed are ideal sometimes with no or some 
scientific backing. This becomes the norm and as stated 
above any digression from it looks askew. If we are not 
taught the proper colour to use we may come out with some
thing better or more admirable than what we think. that is the 
convention. For instance, green is used in desertic areas 
where the terrain is brown, barren, and undulating. This 

SoC BULLETIN Vol 32 No 1 

must be a misnomer. Equally, white is used to depict the 
very highest elevation. The origin of this is from the com
monly snow-capped mountains in Europe where there is 
ever snow. This technic of presentation of elevated relief is 
now used to depict very high landscape in those areas where 
there is no snow. The experience during the Second World 
War from khaki uniformed American soldiers have made 
young Japanese growing up today to even avoid the use of 
green in their cartography or if they do it is done rarely and 
sparingly (personal communication with Japanese students 
at LSE, 1986). So are some African communities uncom
fortable when using snow white colour as to them, this 
signifies death. It is for this, and sundry reasons that we 
may have hidden meaning in Njoya' s symbolism. This re
quires careful study if at all we have to read his maps 
between the lines. 

DISCUSSION 
After this examination, we cannot categorically de

scribe Njoya mapping or maps as primitive. However, if out 
examination had only ended with the first map of the road to 
the farm his late father gave him and the farm as described 
by Struck (1908), we could be justified. His maps are just 
unique and out of our school-inculcated paradigm. This is a 
challenge to students of history of cartography and psychol
ogists to study how a newly literate people can present their 
spacial information. Njoya' s maps are inspirational, far ad
vanced from the stigmatization and generalization of the 
German cartographer, Leo Bagrow (ibid) that primitive 
people [Africans and non Europeans] cannot draw maps as 
Westerners. When he describes the conditions that would 
bring maps within a people he classified primitive people 
including Africans as not having that quality (Bagrow: 
1964, 25). His reasoning is that a man who lives close to na
ture does not require maps and therefore will not draw them. 
After a good examination ofNjoya' s maps, we will need to 
think twice before supporting Bagrow's statement Njoya 
did not make arm-chair maps as was common with the early 
European cartographers. We saw that he actually went to 
the field with a team of surveyors to collect information. As 
he was interested in the documentation of cadastral vari
ables, coupled with having no concept of generalization we 
have today, he collected appropriate attributes for his maps 
unlike the ancient cartographers Struck (ibid.) attempted to 
compare his early sketch with. In which case his maps are 
more authentic for the task designed to be performed. 
Njoya lived close to nature and drew sophisticated maps. 
Bagrows' allegation that not all races can draw map is far 
fetched when he stated that "Another prerequisite for 
map-making -an aptitude for drawing- is not present in all 
races, and where such a gift exists it does not necessarily in
clude the ability to draw maps. It has been observed that, in 
general, races given to stylization of animal or human fig
ures and to ornamentation of their utensils draw either no 
maps or very bad ones. Talent for drawing, not dependent 
on a certain stage of development or degree if intelligence, 
can be gauged by the way in which object engaging his at
tention is placed in the foreground, large and unconnected 
to other objects around it. Neither child not savage immedi-
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ately observes perspective. There is no uniform metlwd of 
representing objects; some are in plan, some in elevation" 
(Bagrow: 1964: 25). Ifthere are differences in perception or 
ability to do certain things better than others, it is because of 
the environment we grow in as highlighted by Bronowski 
(1973: 50) and our biological adaptation. According to him, 
" ... biological adaptation in Homo sapiens are not large; 
we are rather homogenous species because we spread so 
fast from a single centre. Nevertheless, biological differ
ences do exist between groups of men, as we all know. We 
call them racial differences, by which we mean exactly that 
they cannot be changed by a change of habit or habitat." 
Therefore the question of primitive or lacking in certain 
abilities does not exist if people were to grown up in the 
same geographical locality exposed to the same human or 
natural environments. On this point, it would be presumed 
that Bagrow and his followers had not seen the contribution 
ofNjoya in the science and art of cartography as most ofus 
will be seeing it in the West for the first time. We are certain 
that most scholars will have to rewrite their text books 
above all critical analysts of the world history of cartogra
phy and ethnographers that influenced some of our 
perception of the so-called primitive communities. Among 
all the primitive maps that are there, his would be consid
ered as super primitive maps. We may point out certain 
parameters that are not senso stricto phenomena of maps in 
the Western definition of a map. It would be because we 
have been schooled that what is right has to be the way we 
have been taught We are all confined in a paradigm but it is 
he who digresses or a new corner in the field that injects in it 
innovations. Cartography like the Script of Njoya is an 
evolving science. The aesthetics of map compilation is 
changing now with artificial intelligence(GIS) coming into 
the discipline (Lee: 1995, 34). The symbolism of such maps 
will definitely be different from the petroglyphs, pictures 
with possible map elements found in the centre of Sahara, or 
our early 19th century cartography and King Njoya' s maps. 
There is not doubt that King Njoya' s map would have inde
pendently evolved with time as did his writing from 
ideographic to scriptural in less than a decade. How did he 
know that it was necessary to have a key? He provided one 
and where a key was not possible he annotated it legibly 
than some of the early maps we know. He had a relative ad
vantage over maps of those preliterate communities in that 
he could use his script What we see in his map was the em
bryo as further alluded to by Brown (1977: 12) that 
"Cartography was not born full-fledged as a science or an 
art; it evolved slowly and painfully from obscure origins. " 

Njoya' s map is that innovation that we see in other sci
entific disciplines that leads to inventions. The 
conventional cartographer, by which we mean a Westerner 
looking at the discipline with the western spectacles will in 
a decade's time may not see the goodness in Njoya' s map. 
There are irregularities as orientation. The present territory 
that measures some 200 by 70 kilometers in dimension ap
proximately would not require a sophisticated compass. 
General Dobell in 1916 gave the land mass to be 3000 
square miles27. However, the locals had learned of a way to 
navigate by taking note of key physical features like the 
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Mbam, Nkongam, the rivers M vi, Nun and so on. The open 
territory and ever clear visibility of sometimes 60 kilometer 
from vantage points in the country did not necessitate the 
use of a compass for the Bamum world where a venture out
side the designated territory would have meant death or 
being captured and sold into slavery. Therefore there was 
no need for fixed cardinal points as known in the west were 
vast territories or global perspective was necessary for eco
nomic survival. In fact, the capital was the center of every 
thing in the country and orientation was in the term of the 
capital. The location of settlements away from the city de
termine it appellation besides the use of the Nji' names that 
ended on their death. If one was missing in the locality, all 
one needed to know was to ask for the name of the settle
ment and that gave him a clue as to his location relative to 
the capital. Here we have a very fertile territory where peo
ple were self sufficient and could live off the land. Without 
any pressure of population explosion, cadastral problems as 
those that tri~sered the production of cadastral maps in the 
16th Cen~, and foreign influence maps would not have 
been necessary. Would a map be necessary in a settlement 
that has no street or place names? 

African traditional art in general, before the coming of 
Europeans was and still is essentially volumetric 
(Dempster: 1962; Allison: 1962). It does not mean that they 
cannot portray their modem life two dimensionally. In fact, 
the San people29 have demonstrated that they can be good 
rock artists (Vaughan: 1962). The Egyptians had demon
strated that they could carve and draw at the same time. 
They relied upon the materials that were available, papyrus 
reeds and rocks. Africans and Indians of the forested re
gions used wood. Therefore the medium of presentation 
depended on the materials that were present in abundance. 
It is true that the pre-European arts were child-like to a west
em schooled artist because they are two dimensional. 
Similarly, those of Njoya depicting his fore fathers, the old 
burnt palace built by his father Nsangu (8th Sovereign) and 
his grand father Mbombwo (the seventh sovereign) before 
the new brick palace are aesthetically pleasing, but two di
mensional. Personally, Njoya's drawings are sophisticated 
and one tends to see little or no difference between his work 
and those of other European artist cartographers that existed 
before Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519). However, one 
thing thus images that shows great similarities between the 
work of an indigenous African cartographer like King 
Njoya and European in that they all operated as art
ists-cartographers or as artists at one stage in their 
profession (Thrower: 1972; Bagrow: 1964). 

CONCLUSION 
Njoya's map show some characteristics that are essen

tially African and if Njoya were to remain without being 
imprisoned he could have revised his mapping skills and 
come out as he had done with his writing to be worthy ofbe
ing emulated. Today, not a single musty copy of his maps 
can be found in his former kingdom and the Bamum elites 
are not even interested. What is salvaged from the vanishing 
culture of one great leader are the works of European an
thropologists (Tardits: ibid; Dugast et al.: ibid.; Chilver: 
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1981). What the locals told the author is that Bamum script 
is still studied in intermittent summer schools. It is like 
learning Latin today in the West Apparently, the imprison
ment of King Njoya buried with him the grandeur that was 
his kingdom. If it were possible for the indirect rule that al
lowed African traditional leaders to stay with their power as 
in the British sphere, Njoya' s cartographic contribution 
could have been phenomenal. We never can tell what his 
maps and his mapping skills could have done for the other 
tribes of Africa He had demonsttated that with his writing 
he could document the history of his country. It was no lon
ger oral tradition that characterized the other kingdoms that 
surrounded him. For instance, names of former Kings had 
for the first time been written correctly so was the medicinal 
plants that were used for the cure of his patients. These 
could be seen in his publication (Njoya: 1952). If the 
Shonas of Zimbabwe (Dzimbabwe) had a remotely similar 
publication, maps, etc. the early white settlers and scholars 
could not have been denying that their Kings were respon
sible for the building of the great Zimbabwe ruins. Some 
Europeans were convinced that such advanced architecture 
could not have come from Africans and that it could have 
been the work of some Portuguese settlers or Arabs. Simi
larly, there are scholars who will disagree with the 
allegation that "all industries came from Egypt and all sci
ences first shone forth there" ([cf. Pirenne, ii, 505) Diop: 
1974, 218). Ever since this statement was made scholars 
like Martin Bemal (1989 and 1991) have poured out hy
potheses and archaeological evidence to prove that 
Africans who inhabited the Nile valley were responsible for 
most the early scientific discoveries. Greek scholars 
learned these for eventual dissemination in Europe and the 
Asia Minor. According to Dr Bernal, Classical Civilization 
has deep root in Afroasiatic cultures. He went on that these 
have been "systematically ignored, denied or suppressed 
since the eighteenth century-chiefly for racist reasons" 
(Bernal: 1989, 1). David Bjerklie on looking at the spread 
of primitive art was considering that "perhaps the original 
Homo sapiens population in Africa invented art and carried 
it to other regions"30• If they had written books or drawn 
near accurate maps as King Njoya, we have been reviewing, 
there would not have been any scientific bickering over ar
chaeological or oral evidence. If other traditional African 
leaders were like Njoya and ifNjoya's achievements [tex
tile and tailoring, working with iron and brass, the riding of 
horses, modem architecture with the use of fired clay 
bricks, the building of a printing press, compendium of tra
ditional medical diagnoses and herbal cures, formation of a 
religion for his people that was to encompass traditional 
Bamum, Christianity and Islam, collation ofBamum fables, 
legends, and philosophies, etc.) were not plugged at their 
buds by the French colonial regime, if other Africans had 
emulated him, if the present generation of Sultans after 
Njoya had carried on with his endeavours, Africa would not 
have been backward in scientific advancements as it is to
day. The French forced him to abandon his projects, the 
casting of his script for the printing press he designed in 
brass. What have Africans done to promulgate the achieve
ments of king Njoya? Europeans visited several kingdoms 
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in Africa. How many of their kings were so enthused in the 
ways of the Europeans as Njoya and how many will be by 
the turn of the century? Njoya carved his name in the early 
African map and his maps immortalized his Kingdom to 
the extent that today local governments respect Bamum ter
ritory as was preserved by the early colonialists. It is 
anticipated that this review will stimulate the locals to carry 
out further studies into King Njoya' cartography. 

NOTES 
(1) Racial inferiority. 
(2) Topographical map as defined in the Multilingual 

Dictionary ofTechnical Terms in Cartography, 1973 as "A 
map whose principal purpose id to portray and identify fea
tures of the Earth's surface as faithfully as possible within 
the limitations imposed by scale". [charts, terrestrial or ce
lestial representations) 

(3) ibid 
(4) defined as "an economic system characterised by a 

free competitive market with private and corporate owner
ship of production and distribution means, and directed to 
the accumulation and reinvestment of profits" Readers' 
Digest Universal Dictionary. London: The Reader's Digest 
Association Ltd.1987, p.244. 

(5) Brody: 1953, 73) It is said that famous men are usu
ally the product of unhappy childhood. The stern 
compression of circumstances, the twinges of adversity, the 
spur of slights and taunts in early years, are needed to evoke 
that ruthless fixity of purpose and tenacious mother-wit 
without which great actions are seldom accomplished. 
(Mar/borough, His Life and Times, by Winston S. Chur
chill, Scribners.) 

(6) [Crawford: 1935, 436) "To begin with it may be said 
that the occupation of Foumban by the Germans in 1899 
could have had nothing to do with the Sultan's invention of 
signs (and mapping capability, my italics) that should have 
been incomprehensible to Europeans as well as to the na
tives knowing Arabic writing. The Bamoun were then 
already Musulmans; many could read the Koran, and use 
Arabic in business correspondence with the merchants re
cently arrived from the north. But we must define out terms, 
when we spealc of the German 'occupation'. The German 
could hardly have caused any inconvenience even to the in
habitants of Foumban, for their administrative station was 
situated at Bamenda, more than 50 miles distant, across a 
range of mountains. The Sultan was represented there by 
clerks who translated his reports to the Resident. It was not 
until 1910 that an agricultural station was created at 
Nkutie; then in 1913 the district of Bamenda was trans
ferred by Captain Adamest to Matunke near Nkutie. In 
actual/act the Germans were never in the immediate neigh
bourhood of Njoya and did not attempt to molest the 
Sultan." 

(7) .. For here we do seem to have got an idea that of 
writing in abstract (and mapping my italics)-which was im
mediately adapted to the local conditions. Njoya did not 
take over any ready-made system of writing (cartogra
phy-my italics); he evolved his own system. No doubt he 
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knew of and bad often seen examples of writing; we are told 
tbat an Arabic script was actually in use in his kingdom [in
troduced by the Fulbes from Banyo, my italics]; and 
doubtless European books and newspapers were not en
tirely unknown. Nevertheless, these systems had little if any 
direct influence" (Crawford: 1935, 440). 

(8) See Pastor Martin Goehring in "Der Koenig on 
Bamum und seine Schrift", Der evangelische Heidenbote 
(Basel), Vol.lxx, Nr. 6. 

(9) "C' est le 6 juillet 1902 que le Capitaine Ramsay et le 
Lieutenant Sandrock penetrerent pacifiquement dans 
Foumban. Rs vinrent, dit un vieux texte ecrit dans l' alphbet 
dont nous nous occupons ici, avec une troupe de 
cent-dix-sept personnes (leur porteurs, domestiques et 
tiraiUeurs). Dans ce texte, leurs noms sont natureUement 
fort estropies, celui de Ramsay n 'est meme pas 
reconnaissable: il y est question de Umalotna 
(Oberleutnant) Sandalot, et du Kamaendap masa Anuas 
(Commandant master ?). Sans nul doute s'agit-il de nos 
deux officiers. 1ls etaient arrives du Sud-Est. Ramsay 
venait de Banyo et, passant pas Ngaoundere, Tibati, il 
descendit chez les Tikar de Ngambe. La il rencontra 
Sandrock,, marcha avec lui sur Ditam et, continuant vers le 
sud, leur expedition traversa le Mbam, en direction de 
l 'ouest, a la hauteur de la tribu des Bakwandjim, pres d'un 
village appele alors "Mugging, a l'endroit ou l'expedition 
von Schimmelpfennig avait-elle meme jranchi le Mbam ". 
Marchant ensuite vers le Nord-Nord-Ouest, ils atteignirent 
Fouban (1). Rs dresserent leurs tentes a l'interieur des 
ramparts, sur un terrain que les Bamun leur indiquerent, a 
1lan. Environ au N.-E. Du palais de Njoya. C'etait au 
lieudit Ma'lom, a proximite d'un bois ou l'ont jetait les 
charognes et les cadavres qui devaient rester sans 
sepultures. Ce bois, actuellement disparu, montait jusqu 'a 
l 'actuel emplacement de la Mission catholique. "(See foot
note 9 infra). 

(10) See Deutches Kolonialblatt, 1902, Nr. 24, p607: 
Hauptmann Ramsay uber seine neuesteReise im Gebietder 
Nordwestkamerun-Gesselscbaft. 

(11) "Bamum ( c' est ainsi qu 'il denomme Foumban) jut 
atteint le 13 A vril. De toutes les tribus connues jusqu 'a 
maintenant, Bamum esst de loin la plus importante en gran
deur d'bord et dims son organisation bien ordonnee et 
unijorme. Bamum est a ume attitutde de 1.220m., presqu 'a 
la meme altitiude que la riviere (le noun a bgam). La 
descente vers l'Est commence loin derriere la ville. Ce 
terme de ville est bien merite, de par la grandeurs et le bon 
ordre des rues, l'ordonnance reguliere des maisons et las 
propriete qui regne partout. Bamum est fortijiee, deus 
fosses la protegent , de 6m. de projondeur et de 4 m. de 
largeur, ainsi qu 'unfort rempart perce de plusieurs portes. 
De nombreux hameaux et fermes se rattachent a la cille 
meme, panni lesquels it faut placer une grande colonie 
haoussa qui occupe son propre quartier. Le chef NJOYA, 
pour qui le titre de lamido est deja employe, est in homme 
qui, a tous egards, en a accompli toutes les esperances 
( attachees ace titre). Njoya est un grand ami de tout ce qui 
est allemand et a renouvele l'assurance de son devouement. 
L'autorite personnelle de cet homme, la situation 

26 

relativement grande qu 'il occupe et sa maniere de 
concevoir les choses le placent tres loin au-dessus des 
autres chefs de la region. Ses qaulites propres, dont la 
preuve resides dans les ressources qu'il tire d'un pays 
etendu et peuple, le front apparitre comme ayant les 
quatlites necessaires a lafois a la propagation de la civili
sation et au developpment deu commerce. 

"La reception et les soins que je recus de lui fureot 
grandioses. Ce que j' ai vu me fit une impression de bon 
ordre, qui est le meilleur temoignage de 1' autorite dans 
bornes dontjouit NJOY A. Tres sympatheti.que apparsit son 
atti.tute attentionnee a la fois de lamido et sa sujeti.on vis a 
vis de sa mere. Celle-ci qui porte le nom de Na (Na is not a 
proper name femine nobility title), jouit d'un grand air. 
C' est une femme intelligente et babile qui, comme son fils, 
par toute la discretion de son maintien, de pose comme une 
personnalite parfaite. 

''La frequentati.on du marche est importante. Lorsque je 
I' ai visite, il devait y etre reuni environ 4.000 
personnes .... Le mode de paiement prefere condidte en 
cauris;je n'ai pas vu d'argent. .. 

''L'arreta Bamumfutl' occasion d' echange de visites de 
politesse reciproques, au cours desquelles le chef amenait 
avec lui une de plusieurs centaines d'hommes, etquandje le 
visitai, une assemblee de 1.500 a 2.000 personnes s'etait 
reunie autour de lui." 

(12) "Er selbst hat der Sache welter keine Bedeutung 
beigelegt; und als He" Kartograph Moisel Ende des 
vorigen Jahres in Bamum war, leiss sich Ndshoya von ihm 
elngehend die Methode der Routenaujnahme und die 
kartographische Arbeit Arbeit in der Heimat erldaren, so 
dass es auch als ausgeschlossen gelten kann, dass 
Ndschoya schon vorher diese Dinge, etwa bei Ramsay, 
kennen gelernt hatte. Wie in den meisten seiner 
merkwurdigen, interessaten Erfindungen, ist Ndschoya 
auch als Topograph Autodidalct." 

(13) Deutsche Kolonialzeitung15, 1908, p.271. 
(14) [ANCB Qf/a/1917/1 (No. C/25/17) Major General 

C. M. Dobell then commanding the Allied Forces at Duala 
to the Rt. Hon. Bonar Law, Secretary of State for the Col
onies]Tbis map can be seen in Kew Garden Depository.] 
Apart from this priceless copy, the only other adulterated 
copy is to be found in the Duala Municipal Archives in 
Duala, Cameroon. 

(15) Factories were business depots for collecting and 
distributing goods. They also served as rest houses for cara
vans (porters and their leaders). 

(16) "In embracing the Bamum area, I would point out 
that this district is perhaps the most important and influen
tial of the whole of Cameroons. The King of Bamum is a 
chief of great digruty and importance and during our occu
pancy of this district when Mr Stobbart the District Officer 
was administering the area. Previous to our handing over 
to the French, it was the chief who said without any hypoc
risy "that the Bamum people are a small people, but they 
wiU work like sixmen for the English and pay six men's 
taxes to the English King." The political influence ofNjoya, 
King of Bamum is very considerable and the departure of 
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the English filled these people with dismay ..... (I enclose 
copies of a letter from the King of Bamum and a covering 
letter from Major-General Dobell forwarding the original 
letter to the Secretary of State). [Despatch Buea Archives 
No. C/25117 page 5]. 

(17) 

African Expeditionary Force, 
No. 231/1916. 

Sir, 

Government House, 
Duala. 

2nd February, 1916. 

I have the honour to f01ward herewith a letter with trans
lation, addressed to his majesty the king by Njoya, the chief 
of the Bamum tribe, conveying his gratitude for deliverance 
from the Germans and a petition for British protection. 

2. Njoya 's territory, of which Fumban is the chief town, 
is some 3000 square miles in extent, and he rules over a 
population of 85,000 somewhat primitive pagans, whom he 
so successfully organized and consolidated that, after his 
accession to the chieftainship, when a mere boy, they were 
able always to hold on their own against all attacks from 
Fulani forces from Adamawa. 

3. The character in which the letter is written is are those 
invented some years ago by Njoya himself for the purpose 
of reducing the Bamum language into written Roman or 
Arabic characters being then, and I believe still unknown to 
him. 

4. Since the occupation of the Bamum districts, by the 
Nigerian and Indian troops in December last a British garri
son and Political Officer have been stationed atFumban and 
Njoya has, I am informed, been of the greatest assistance in 
many ways to them. 

The offer of his hereditary chain and tusks is not I think, 
intended to be taken quite literally, but is meant to indicate 
that he is anxious to devote himself and the power of which 
the chain and tusks are a symbol to his loyal service to His 
Majesty. 

5. The sketch which accompanies the letter is, like the 
letter, the handiwork ofNjoya himself, and is meant to rep
resent his territory with its rivers and towns. 

6. I would add that this letter is spontaneous, the idea of 
it and its phraseology are his own, and he must be well 
aware of the results which would follow, should the Ger
mans ever return to Fumban on their discovery that such a 
letter had been written by him. 

I have etc. 
(Sgd) C. M. Dobell 
Major-General 
Commanding the Allied Forces. 
The Right Honourable A. Bonar Law, M.P., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Colonial Office, 
London, S. W. 
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(18) My search for the authentic manuscript map of 
King lbrahim Njoya gave me the following reply from Sir 
Robin Macworth-Young, the Head of the Royal Archives in 
Windsor Castle, dated May 28, 1982 stated that "The Royal 
Collections of Drawings is held in the library and I much re
gret that there is nothing in it answering to the description 
in your letter. " 

(19) "Old maps, collated with other materials, help us 
to elucidate the course of human history. When in 1918, a 
mosaic floor was discovered in the ancient Transjordanian 
church of Madaba showing a map of Palestine, Syria and 
part of Eygpt, a whole series of representations and treaties 
was published on the geography of Palestine at the time. 
The map answered many hitherto unsoluble questions, for 
example the question as to where the Virgin Mary met the 
mother of John the Baptist." 

(20) "I suppose it would be true to say that the science of 
survey and cartography goes back to the very earliest be
ginnings of human history. For war or peace the tribal 
topographer, whether he could only give description, or 
whether he could supplement that by map scratched on a 
piece ofbome or by shapes of twigs to show the relative po
sitions of land and water, must have been a person of 
considerable importance and/ hope he got his proper share 
of the loot at any rate I have no doubt that he did not neglect 
to press for it in the interest of service. There is one thing I 
like to add ... because I came across it the other day in the 
Pacific-, the fact that in the very early days the Polynesians 
used a form of sextant(made out of coconut shell which they 
employed for navigation .... What I wish to go on to say was 
if cartography belongs to man's earliest experience as 
huntsman or warrior or voyager in canoes, the more accu
rate science of mensuration of survey in the stricter sense, 
comes to man when he settled down to agriculture." 

(21) "A series of tragedies were to start with the end of 
his (King Mbombwo) reign. The sons of the ailing King di
vided over the forthcoming succession, started to kill each 
other. The servitors of the Palace, whose great numbers 
gave them power, also killed many if the sons and, as a re
ward appropriated some of the wives of the dying King. 

One of the few sons of Mbombwo to escape massacre 
succeeded to the throne, but the Palace servitors, fearing 
his retaliation , killed him. A young son of the dead King 
succeeded briefly to the throne before being murdered by 
the Palace servitors. The chief of the King's guards, for
merly a war captive, seized power. This slave reigned for 
several years before being eliminated by the son of a daugh
ter of King Mbombwo. There were no more male 
descendants and therefore, in accordance with custom, it 
was Nsa 'ngu, the son of a princess, who reigned .... There
fore, to bring the country back other, Nsa'ngu set about 
executing all those who had taken part in various violations 
of Bamum laws." 

(22) Despatch Buea Archives No. C/25117/ p.4). 
(23) Here are the names of some of the field partici

pants: There were Nji Mama was the leader of the group, 
Monliper, Ibrahim. Njoya, Laponte The foMeku, Kpumie 
Petro, Salomon Njikam, Njiyam 9Nji Mantwm) 
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[Mantuam], Nji Mbwem, Benjamin Kpume, Anjwe 
mpaam, Thomas Njoya, Mvu Derema, Pweywena 
Njimokye, Lawem fafa, Manga, Nsangu Nkena, Pwenfane, 
Koutu, Mengam, Mwndw Mbuonjo, and Jacob Nkuandu]]. 
Some of the notes books can be seen in the Musee de 
l'HommeinParis.[ObjectofCollectionNo.34.171.1377]. 

(24) This Municipal Library was formerly the head
quarters in Cameroon of Centre de 1' Institut Francaise 
d' Afrique Noire (IF AN). 

(25) Maps of Abraham Ortel [Ortelius] with his 
Theatrum Orbis Terrarum published on May 20, 1570; 
Gerard Mercator who was an artist, mathematician and car
tographer-1578; the Dutch Lucas Jansoon Waghenaer 
(1584); Jodocus Honduis (1606); Blaeu's polygot maps 
said to be prodigious of highest quality in most main Euro
pean languages (1629); Jan Jansson [Dutch] 1633; 
Nicholas Sanson (1629)often referred to as the Father of 
French cartography; Jean Baptist Bourguigoon D' Anville 
(1750)drew for Louis xv; SabastianMunster (circa 1550) is 
noted for his early maps ofEngland; Christopber Saxton of 
Yorkshire (1570), England produced the first national atlas 
of all the counties of England and Wales; John Speed is well 
known for his publication of Theatre of the Empire of Great 
Britain (1676); etc ... 

(26) Amerindians or Aboriginals of Canada. 
(27) See Buea Archives No. C/25117 p.4). 
(28) According to Dickinson (1979: 32) landownership 

led to the production of maps. As in Bamum, •'Landowners 
of all kinds, and not least those who had newly acquired 
considerable estates following the dissolution of the mon
asteries, found it increasingly convenient to have maps of 
their lands, especially in settling legal actions and boundary 
disputes." 

(29) The were derogatorily in the past called the Bush 
People of Africa They prefer to be called the San. Briefing 
from one of them who was our guide at the Okavango In
land Delta, 1994. 

(30) See the Times, February, 13, 1995: 52 
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EXIUBITION-
ESCAPE MAPS OF WORLD WAR 11 

The British Library Map Library is happy to announce 
what we hope will be the first of many displays in its new 
building in St Pancras. "Wall tiles and free parking: escape 
and evasion maps of World War ll" will be on show until the 
early summer. 

The exhibition features items from the Waddington 
Archive describing Waddington's involvement in an un
usual venture during the Second World War: creating maps 
on silk and tissue paper for military use and for smuggling 
to prisoners of war. The maps were commissioned by MI9, 
the branch of the Secret Service responsible for escape and 
evasion. The archive ofWaddington's correspondence re
lating to the military maps fills four volumes and a small 
fraction concerning the early days of the project is on dis
play. The exhibition also features maps that the prisoners in 
a Prisoner of War camp near Bmunscweig printed them
selves on a home made printing press virtually under the 
noses of their German guards. 

The display is in the foyer of the Maps Reading Room, 
in the new British Library building (96 Boston Road, Lon
don NW1 2DB). 

If anyone would like more information or a copy o~ the 
accompanying leaflet then please contact me by mail or 
email at the Map Library. 

Debbie Hall, Map IJ_brary 
debbie.hall@bl.uk 
tel.: +44 (0)171412 7702 
fax.: +44 (0)171412 7780 

From a British library press release 
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