
MAP LIBRARY NEWS 

Edited by S.teve Chilton 

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
17th- and 18th-CENTURY MAPS AND CHARTS 
DEPICTING THE "NEW WORLD" TO BE EX
HIBITED FOR THE FIRST TIME 
•1n thy map securely saile": Maps, Atlases, 
Charts, and Globes from the Lawrence H. 
Slaughter Collection 

The pencil marks and compass pricks on a chart by an 
18th-century Atlantic sea captain are evidence of the :fre
quent use of the chart aboard ship and make one of the 
exciting visual stories in an exhibition of one hundred ex
traordinary maps, atlases, charts, and globes on view at The 
New York Public Library. The exhibition, 'In thy map se
curely saile ': Maps, Atlases, Charts, and Globes from the 
Lawrence H. Slaughter Collection, opened on October 24, 
1998 and focuses on the 17th- and 18th-century exploration 
and development of the 'New World' 'In thy map securely 
saile' will demonstrate the role maps and charts played in 
providing information on natural resources and settlements 

. in the New World and how they aided the expansion ofBrit
ish and European interests across the globe. The materials 
on display are part of a recent gift from the Estate of Law
rence H. Slaughter and will be on view through March 20, 
1999, in the Edna Bames Salomon Room at The New York 
Public Library's Center for the Humanities, Fifth Avenue 
and 42nd Street. Admission is free. 

This exhibition has been sponsored by Conde Nast 
Traveler and eo-sponsored by: AT&T and Jaguar Cars. 
Support for the Library's exhibitions program has been pro
vided by Pinewood Foundation. 

The phrase in the exhibition's title, 'In thy map securely . 
saile, 'is borrowed from the 17th- century poet Robert Her
rick who was alluding to the security maps provide to 
explorers in unfammar territory. 'The Slaughter collection 
adds great depth to those research collections in The New 
York Public Library's Center for the Humanities which fo
cus on exploration; discovery, and early American history,' 
said Atice Hudson, curator of 'In thy map securely saile' 
and Chief of the Map Division ofThe New York Public Li
brary. 'I am happy to display these beautiful and important 
exploration and navigational tools so soon after the gift was 
received The maps and charts are not only useful for the in
formation they impart, but they are also exquisite in 
aesthetic detail.' 

Also on view will be many other celestial charts, manu
als of instruction in the arts of compass use and oceanic 
navigation, and decorative maps produced for the commer
cial market or as cartographic illustration and 
documentation. 
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These items range from simple black-and-white illus
trations to elaborate engraved maps printed on handmade 
paper and hand-colored to perfection, including a printed 
cloth souvenir scarf from 1799. 

In 1997 the Map Division of The New York Public Li
brary received the gift of a unique and extremely valuable 
collection of some 750 items from the estateofLawrenceH. 
Slaughter of Larchmont, New York. Mr. Slaughter's col
lecting efforts were focused on England's colonizing 
efforts in North America. Though the majority of the items 
on display are English in origin, many are from a variety of 
European countries-such as France, Holland, and Italy
where an earlier and more sophisticated grasp of mapping 
or charting technique had developed. Items from the 
Slaughter Collection that are not on display are available for 
public use in the Map Division of the Centerforthe Human
ities at Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street 

Mapping in England probably dates from the 13th cen
tury. Coastal pilot books and nautical charts of English 
shores blossomed in the 1600s. In 1670, England was be
ginning to explode into world domination through her 
emerging control of the seas. A dramatic red-and-black title 
page for A geographical description Of the Four Parts of 
the World reflects 17th-century enthusiasm for commerce, 
trade, and travel. The earliest nautical sailing directions 
were oral instructions passed from pilot to pilot, which were 
developed into written descriptions. In the late 17th cen
tury, mathematics taught in English was beginning to 
flourish. John Seller's Practical Navigation: or, an Intro
duction to the Whole Art. Containing The Doctrine of Plain 
and Spherical Triangles. Plain, Mercator, Great-Circle 
Sailing,· and Astronomical Problems, a popular handbook 
on practical navigation in its seventh edition by 1694, intro
duced English mathematical skills into ocean navigation. 
Nearby is a miniature version of Seller's popular atlas 
which could have been carried on board Samuel Dunn's 'A 
general map of the world or terraqueous globe' was pub
lished in Laurie and Whittle's General Atlas, in 1799. The 
map depicts a double hemisphere emphasizing the tracks of 
English explorers, and telling the inquirer about the planets, 
stars, and geography in as much scientific and technical de
tail as was available. The first printed 'zodiac,' published 
by John Seller in 1675, shows a beautiful ribbon of constel
lations in the night sky which were used as location aids in 
early ocean navigation. The exhibition demonstrates the 
progression in systems of charting as latitude and longitude 
made the older and less precise system ofrhumblines (indi
cating wind direction) obsolete. 

Maps and charts were a part of popular culture in Eng
land. For example, Charles Dickens could use a chart store 
as a setting familiar to his readers. Maps of the North Amer-
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ican continent became propagandistic weapons in 
cartographic warfare, as France and England battled for 
control of the American interior. An unusual item in the ex
hibition is a 'road map' of England and Wales published in 
1679, which gives mileages from town to town and was 
used by porters, haulers, mail carriers, and other travelers. 
Also shown is the first road atlas of the United States, pub
lished in 1789, which highlights many of the same 
conveniences and hazards we might wish to know of today. 

Lawrence H. Slaughter 
Lawrence H. Slaughter was a computer expert with a 

passion for maps, sailing, and traveling. A longtime sup
porter of The New York Public Library's Map Division, he 
was a founding member of the Mercator Society (which 
was founded to support and fund the Map Division) and sat 
on its Steering Committee. His collection was built over 
nearly twenty years with the help of E. Forbes Smiley lll, a 
New York map dealer and expert. 

Established in 1898, the Map Division holds some 
420,000 maps and 20,000 books and atlases dating from the 
16th century to the present. The Map Division (Room 117) 
is open Tuesday from 1 1 a.m. -7:30p.m.; Wednesday, 1 1 
a.m. - 6 p.m.; Thursday through Saturday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
closed Sunday and Monday. Reference phone is 
212.930.0587; reference e-mail is mapref@nypi.org. 

Visit the Library's website at http://www.nypi.org to 
see the online version of this exhibition. 
from a New York Public Library press release 

There is so much change at the British Library at 
present that it seemed a good time to summarise 
the position since the move to St Pancras. The fol
lowing information is taken from a series of press 
releases from the British Library. 

BRITISH LIBRARY 
NEW READING ROOM WELCOMES 
SCHOLARS TO ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST MAP COLLECTIONS 

On Wednesday 12 August the Maps Reading Room 
opened at the British Library at St Pancras. This offers 
scholars the opportunity to consult items from one of the 
major map collections of the world using the facilities of
fered by the UK' s new national library building. 

The cartographic collections of the British Library are 
based on the map collections of the British Museum which 
grew steadily since the Museum's foundation in 1753. 
They now form the major cartographic collection in the 
British Isles, comprising materials in a variety of formats 
apart from maps, such as atlases, globes, printing plates and 
coins and medals. 
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Among the highlights of the British Library's carto
graphic collection are the Mercator Atlas of Europe 
(c.1572), the proofs for Christopher Saxton's county maps 
of the 1570s, King George ill's topographical collection 
which includes the 'Duke's plan' of New York (1664) and 
the most comprehensive, publicly accessible collection of 
Ordnance Survey maps in the UK.. 

The Maps Reading Room in The British Library at St 
Pancras will offer users access to the now automated map 
catalogues and the facility to consult general humanities 
stock in the same room. Specialist staff will offer assistance 
arid guidance to those using the collection. 

Opening hours of the British Library Maps Reading 
Room are Monday - Saturday 

9.30am - 5 pm, telephone 0171-412 7702, e-mail 
Maps@bl.ukAdmissionisbyreader'spassonly,obtainable 
from Reader Admissions, 0171-412 7 677, e-mail 
Reader-Admissions@bl.uk 

Maps held in the Department of Manuscripts, for 
which the Maps Reading Room holds a set of catalogues 
and indexes, will become available once that collection's 
move has been completed in January 1999. Staff in the 
Maps Reading Room will advise about availability of mate
rial prior to the completion.ofthe Maps move. 

The reading room for the Oriental and India Office 
Collections at St Pancras also opened on 12 August, offer
ing access to the unparalleled collections of the British 
Library covering material (including Maps) from Asia and 
North Africa, probably the most comprehensive accumula
tion of material in oriental languages in the world. 

Further information about the Maps Reading Room 
and The British Library at St Pancras and its services is 
available from: 

Press and Public Relations, 96 Euston Road, London 
NW 12DB 

Tel: 0171-412 7111 Fax: 0171-412 7168 

http://www.bi.uk/ Email: press-and-pr@bi.uk 

from a British Library press release 

THE BRITISH LIBRARY MAP LIBRARY 
HISTORY AND SCOPE OF THE COLLECTIONS 

The Map Library is the national map h"brary of Great 
Britain, with a collection of over 2 million atlases, tnaps, 
globes and books on cartography, dating from the fifteenth 
century to the present day. The Map Library receives 
through legal deposit the complete range of British produc
tion. It also acquires foreign topographical maps at medium 
and small scales, supplemented by regular deposits of su
perseded mapping from the Directorate of Military Survey, 
as well as thematic and general atlases and maps. The his
torical collections are added to steadily through purchase 
and donation. 

Twentieth century series mapping is supported by a 
comprehensive historical collection, universal in its cover
age and equalled only by that in the Bibliotheque N ationale 
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de France. Legal deposit, donation and purchase provide 
regular and substantial additions to these collections. 

The King George m Topographical Collection, joined 
the collection in 1828. King George ID's collection of 
manuscript and printed maps, plans and topographical 
views, remains today in its original geographical arrange
ment. Considering British colonial interests and military 
activity of the late eighteenth century, it is not surprising 
that it is perhaps the finest geographical collection in the 
world for eighteenth century America. 

BRITISH LffiRARY MAPS READING 
ROOM 

The British Library Maps Reading Room opening on 
12 August 1998 brings together the British Library's carto
graphic collections. Access to these is via the automated 
catalogue, which is being made available for the first time 
on the day the Reading Room opens. 

Maps held in the Department of Manuscripts; for 
which the Maps Reading Room holds a set of catalogues 
and indexes, will become available once that collection's 
move has beencompletedinJanuary 1999. For maps in the 
Oriental and India Office Collections, readers are referred, 
in the first instance, to the Oriental and India Office Collec
tions Reading Room. 

Cartographic material in the Humanities collections, 
however, such as early atlases and maps within books, can, 
for the frrst time, be called up to the Maps Reading Room to 
permit the side-by-side comparison on which so much map 
research depends. 

The British Library Map Catalogue which is also avail
able on a CD-ROM produced in conjunction with Primary 
Source Media represents a conversion of the Library's pub
lished catalogues of printed and manuscript maps and their 
merging with the material catalogued since 1975. Automa
tion offers infinite alternatives to the single access routes of 
the printed catalogues, including the ability to select mate
rial relating to a known geographical area and all 
unpredicted places that fall within iL 

Ordnance Survey 
The Map Library holds the most comprehensive, pub

licly accessible collection of Ordnance Survey maps in the 
UK. The Ordnance Survey began to publish maps about 
1800 at the scale of 1 inch to 1 mile, although surviving ear
lier manuscripts (Ordnance Surveyors Drawings) at 2 
inches to 1 mile for most of England and Wales are also 
held. 

The most frequently consulted items are the large scale 
plans, which began to be published in the mid nineteenth 
century as the 1 :2500 and 1: 10,560 (c. 25 and 6 inches to 1 
mile) County Series, and town plans at larger scales. The 
modem equivalent of these is the National Grid Series at 
scalesof1: 10,000, 1:2500andforurbanareas 1:1250(c. 6 
inches to 1 mile, c. 25 inches to 1 mile and c. 50 inches to 1 
mile). As the latest editions are in digital form the Map Li
brary is supplied with periodical microfilm aperture cards. 
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Topographical Collections 
The Map Library aims at comprehensive but not neces

sarily current worldwide topographical coverage at the 
maximum scale of 1:25,000 (c. 2.5 inches to 1 mile), when 
available. This is supplemented by regular disposal of su
perseded mapping from the Ministry of Defence. Sheet 
indexes are available to many of the series. 

Geological Collections 
The Map Library has a good collection of geological 

maps for the UK and worldwide. Scales for the UK include 
1: 63:360 (1 inch to 1 mile) dating back to the 19th century, 
1: 10,560 (6 inches to 1 mile, early 20th century), 1:50.000 
(c. 1.25 inches to 1 mile, current) and 1:10,000 (c. 6 inches 
to 1 mile, current). Worldwide scales are no larger than 
1:25,000 and very often smaller. 

Fire Insurance and Shopping Centre plans 
The Map Library holds a comprehensive collection of 

fire insurance plans. The most significant are those pro
duced by the London-based firm Charles E. Goad Ltd, 
1885-1970. Most of the important towns and cities of the 
British Isles are covered as well as many colonial and other 
foreign towns. Goad insurance plans are usually at the 
scales of 1:480 (1 inch to 40 feet) for the British Isles and 
1:600 (1 inch to 50 feet) for foreign countries. They were 
updated every 5-6 years by means of revision sheets de
signed to be pasted onto the original plans. 

Shopping centre plans have been produced by Goad 
since 1966 and are still being published on a scale of 1: 1056 
(1 inch to 88 feet). Revisions are produced every two years. 

The Map Library also has a collection of Goad archival 
material including letter books. 

Twentieth century series mapping is supported by a 
comprehensive historical collection, universal in its cover
age and equalled only by that in the Bibliotheque Nationale 
de France. Legal deposit, donation and purchase provide 
regular and substantial additions to these collections. 

ANTIQUARIAN COLLECTIONS 

King George 111 Topographical and Maritime Collec
tions 

The King's Topographical Coll~tion is probably the 
fmest in the world for the eighteenth century, and it is espe
cially rich for areas ofBritish possession or activity, such as 
Great Britain and America. It contains atlases, maps, plans 
and views, printed and manuscript, numbering some 50,000 
items in all, and many treasures such as the 'Duke's plan' of 
New York (1664), and William Roy's Military Survey of 
Scotland (1747-55). 

Beudeker Collection 
This collection was gathered by Christoffel Beudeker 

(1685-1756), an Amsterdam sugar refiner, and acquired in 
1861. The set comprises 24 out of the original27 volumes. 
It is built up around the two volumes of Joan Blaeu's town 
books of the Netherlands, Toonneel der Steden van de 
Vereenighde Nederlanden (1649), and the Netherlands sec
tion of his Atlas Maior (1662). To these Beudeker added 
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hundreds of maps, views, a few drawings, historical and sa
tirical prints etc. to form a unique collection of Dutch and 
Belgian material ranging from 1600 to 1756. A few addi
tions made after Beudeker's death extend the collection to 
1815. 

Crace Collection 

The Crace Collection of London plans and views is one 
of the treasures of the British Library and the British Mu
seum. The plans are kept in the Map Library and the views 
in the Department of Prints and Drawings, British Museum. 
Microfilm of the views can be consUlted in the Map Library. 

Royal United Services Institution (R.U.S.L) Collection 

This is noteworthy as the most valuable purchase of 
maps in the Library's history. It includes the collection of 
Lord Amherst (1717-97), Commander-in-Chief of the 
Seven Years War, and that of Sir Augustus Frazer 
(1776-1835), who appears to have formed a major topo
graphical archive at W oolwich. Both collections are rich in 
materials for North America and Great Britain. A third 
smaller collection relating to the same regions was that of 
Richard A Davenport. The other major component was the 
'HJ' collection, presented to the RUSI by Sir Henry Jones, 
comprising nearly 600 manuscript maps of continental 
theatres of war in the eighteenth century, many of Prussian 
origin. 

Globes 

The Map Library has a good collection of terrestrial 
and celestial globes dating back to c. 1600 and gores dating 
to c. 1544. Items include the Chinese terrestrial globe by 
Dias and Longobardi (1623), pocket globes and globes and 
gores by Cororielli. 

The Maps Reading Room at the British Library at St 
Pancras opened on 12 August 1998, open 9.30 am- 5 pm 
Monday- Saturday, telephone 0171-412 7702 

from a British Library press release 

THE BRITISH LIBRARY 
ORIENTAL AND INDIA OFFICE COLLECTIONS 

The British Library Oriental and India Office Collec
tions have their origin in the oriental language manuscripts 
and printed books in the foundation collections of the Brit
ish Museum in 1753, and constitute probably the most 
comprehensive accumUlation of oriental material in the 
world. With the complementary collections of the India Of
fice Library (see below), the combined department now 
holds about 65,000 oriental manuscripts (plus thousands 
more fragments in the Stein, Genizah and other collec
tions), some 900,000 printed books in oriental languages 
and about 120,000 volumes of oriental periodicals. and 
newspapers. Oriental Collections covers over 350 lan
guages or language groups, ranging from Chinese, spoken 
by one-third of the world's population, to languages of the 
New Guinea group spoken by only a few hundred people. 
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The main geographical or cultural groups covered are: 
Judaeo-Christian:Hebrew, Coptic, Syriac, Georgian, 

Armenian, and the languages of Ethiopia. About 7,000 
manuscripts and I 06,000 printed books, including rich col
lections of early printed Hebraica, numerous ancient 
Christian Coptic and Syriac manuscripts, and illuminated 
Bibles and Gospels in Hebrew, Armenian and Ethiopic. 

Islamic:Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and the Iranian and 
Turkic languages of Central Asia. About 19,000 manu
scripts and 108,000 printed books (with the India Office 
Library material), including many illuminated Korans and 
illustrated manuscripts from Iran, the Indian subcontinent, 
Turkey and elsewhere. 

South Asian Including Sanskrit, Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, 
Tamil, Sinhalese, Tibetan, etc. About 20,000 manuscripts 
and 435,000 printed books (with the India Office Library 
material), including very early documents from Central 
Asia and representative examples of all schools of manu
script illustration from .the Pala period onwards. 

South-East Asian Including Burmese, Thai, Vietnam
ese, Malay, Indonesian and Javanese. About 1,500 
manuscripts and 47,000 printed books (with the India Of
fice Library material), including fme collections of 
illustrated Burmese and Thai manuscripts. 

Far Eastern .. Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Mongol and 
Manchu. About 16,000 manuscripts and 195,000 printed 
books, including a large number of Chinese manuscripts 
from Central Asia, and the world's oldest printed docu
ments from Japan and China (the Diamond Sutra, AD 868). 

India Office Library and Records 
History and Scope 

The India Office Records are the documentary ar
chives of the administration in London of the pre-1947 
government of India. They comprise the archives of the 
East India Company (1600-1858), of the Board of Control 
or Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India 
(1784-1858), of the India Office (1858-1947), of the Burma 
Office (1937-1948), and of a number of related British 
agencies overseas. The India Office Records are adminis
tered by The British Library as part of the Public Records of 
the United Kingdom, and are open for public consultation 
under the provisions of the Public Record Acts and in accor
dance with regUlations established by the Lord Chancellor. 

The European Manuscripts collection of the India Of
fice Library houses the private papers of several hundred 
people who served in India, including Viceroys and Gover
nors, civil servants, army officers and other ranks, 
businessmen, n-tissionaries, scholars, travellers and their 
families. This growing collection (now over 16,000 vol
umes) of letters, diaries, papers of all kinds and 
tape-recordings supplements the official records and illus
trates the wide diversity of work and social life in India and 
neighbouring countries since 1650. The India Office Li
brary's European Printed Books are a major international 
specialist resource for Indological and modem South Asian 
studies, especially the history of India before independence 
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in 1947. They include a large amount of early printed mate
rial relating to the East India Company and an impressive 
number of nineteenth-century plate books relating to Asia· 

Historical Background 
The East India Company was established in 1600 as a 

joint-stock association of English merchants who received, 
by a series of charters, exclusive rights to trade to the 'In
dies'. The 'Indies' were defmed as the lands lying between 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits ofMagellan, and the 
Company soon established a network of warehouses or 
'factories' throughout south and east Asia. Over a period of 
250 years the Company underwent several substantial 
changes in its basic character and functions. A period of ri
valry between the Old and New Companies after 1698 
resulted in the formation in 1709 of the United Company of 
Merchants Trading to the East Indies. This 'new' East India 
Company was transformed during the second half of the 
eighteenth century from a mainly commercial body with 
scattered Asian trading interests into a major territorial 
power in India with its headquarters in Calcutta. The politi
cal implications of this development eventually caused the 
British government in 1784 to institute standing Commis
sioners (the Board of Control) in London to exercise 
supervision over the Company's Indian policies. This 
change in the Company's status, along with other factors, 
led to the Acts of Parliament of 1813 and 1833, which 
opened the British trade with the East Indies to all shipping 
and resulted in the Company's complete withdrawal from 
its commercial functions. The Company continued to exer
cise responsibility, under the supervision of the Board, for 
the government of India until the re-organisation of 1858. 

Throughout most of these changes the basic structure 
of Company organisation in East India House in the City of 
London remained largely unaltered, comprising a large 
body of proprietors or shareholders and an elected Court of 
Directors, headed by a chairman and deputy chairman who, 
aided by permanent officials, were responsible for the daily 
conduct of Company business. The Board of Control main
tained its separate office close to the Government buildings 
in Westminster. 

With the India Act of 1858 the Company and the Board 
of Control were replaced by a single new department of 
state, the India Office, which functioned, und~r the Secre
tary of State for India, as an executive office of United 
Kingdom government alongside the Foreign Office, Colo
nial Office, Home Office and War Office. The Secretary of 
State was assisted by a statutory body of advisers, the Coun
cil of India, and headed a staff of civil servants organised 
into a system of departments largely taken over from the 
East India Company and Board of Control establishments, 
and housed in a new India Office building in Whitehall. 

The Secretary of State for India inherited all the execu
tive functions previously c~ed out by the Company, and 
all the powers of 'superintendence, direction and control' 
over the British Government in India previously exercised 
by the Board of Control. Improved communications with 
India - the overland and submarine telegraph cables 
(1868-70), and the opening of the Suez Canal (1869) ren-
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dered this control, exercised through the Viceroy and pro
vincial Governors, more effective in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century. It was only with the constitutional re
forms initiated during the First World War, and carried 
forwardbythelndiaActsof1919and 1935, that there came 
about a significant relaxation of India Office supervision 
over the Government of India, and with it, in India, a grad
ual devolution of authority to legislative bodies and local 
governments. The same administrative reforms also led in 
1937 to the separation of Burma from India and the creation 
in London of the Burma Office, separate from the India Of
fice though sharing the same Secretary of State and located 
in the same building. With the grant of independence to In
dia and Pakistan in 1947, and to Burma in 1948, both the 
India Office and the Burma Office were dissolved. 

Geographical Scope of the Records 
The central focus of the India Office Records is in the 

territories now included in India, Pakistan, Burma and Ban
gladesh, and the major part of the records concern their 
administration before 194 7. As a result of the widespread 
commercial activities of the East India Company, and of In
dia Office involvement in the external relations and defence 
policy of pre-1947 India, the Records also include a sub
stantial body of historical source materials for 
neighbouring or connected areas at different times. 

Among the most significant of these are: 

St Helena (to 1834)., 

Cape of Good Hope (to 1836); 

Zanzibar, Somalia and Ethiopia (mainly nineteenth cen
tury); 

Red Sea, Arabian Peninsula, Gulf States, Iraq and Iran 
(c1600-1947); 

Afghanistan, Russian and Chinese Central Asia, Tibet, Ne
pal, Bhutan and Sikkim (late eighteenth century to 1947); 

Sri Lanka (cl750-1802); 

Malaysia and South-East Asia (to cl867); 

Indonesia (to c 1825); 

China (early seventeenth century to 1947); and Japan (sev
enteenth century). 

Other groups of documents have resulted from India 
Office interest in the status of Indian emigrants to the West 
Indies, south and east Aflica, and Fiji 

Custody, Care and Use of the Records 
The original documentary archives which form the In

dia Office Records are mainly arranged in the regular 
administrative series in which they were used in the East In
dia Company and the India Office, for example, series of 
original letters received, drafts or copies ofletters sent, reg
istered files of correspondence, minutes and proceedings of 
committees and other corporate bodies, lists of personnel 
and non-tinal returns, title deeds and other legal documents, 
books of account, reports, memoranda, ships' journals, etc. 
Embedded in these documentary archives are extensive 
collections of official publications and maps, assembled by 
the India Office and its predecessors chiefly from materials 

45 



received in the official correspondence. The practice by 
which the councils and comrrlittees in factories, settlements 
and centres of government routinely sent copies of their 
own proceedings and minutes to London for reference con
tributed significantly to the comprehensiveness of the 
archives of the East India Company and the India Office 
from the earliest years. 

The Company established a library in East India House 
in 1801 as a public repository for the safe custody of books, 
manuscripts and works of art placed in its care by its ser
vants in India and by others. The East India Company's 
Library was systematically developed by the Company and 
the India Office as a reference library for official adminis
tration and as a learned library for scholars, and it served, 
from 1867, the archival function as the place of legal de
posit in Britain for works published in British India. The 
collection and preservation of the private papers of individ
uals and organisations connected with India had been 
carried on by the East India Company and the India Office 
since early in the nineteenth century, and this activity con
tinues in the European Manuscripts section of the India 
Office Records. 

Both the East India Company and the Board of Control 
made provision for the care and custody of their records, the 
Company mainly through the office of Registrar and 
Keeper of the Indian Books (from 1771), and the Board 
through the Librarian and Keeper of the Papers (from 
1811). In 1860 the India Office surveyed its predecessors' 
records, and destroyed a large amount of material, particu
larly commercial records, considered to be ephemeral, 
while retaining what were judged to be the important histor
ical records. The preservation of the pre-1858 records and 
of the newlyaccumulating records of the India Office was 
assigned to a central Record Department in 1884. 

After the independence of India, Pakistan and Burma 
in 1947 and 1948 the Indian Records Section (later the India 
Office Records) and the India Office Library were adminis
tered by the Commonwealth Relations Office, later the 
Commonwealth Office, and (from 1968) by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. In 1982 the India Office Library 
and Records were placed on deposit with the British Library 
Board, and the India Office Records have since been admin
istered, as PUblic Records, in the British Library Oriental 
and India Office Collections. 

Services in the Oriental and India Office Collections 
Reading Room at the British Library at St Pancras begin on 
Wednesday 12 August 1998. Opening hours Monday- Sat
urday 9.30 am- 5 pm, telephone 0171-412 7873, e-mail 
OIOC-Enquiries@bl.uk 
from a British Library press release 
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THEVVARBURGINSTITUTE 
University of London, VVoburn Square, Lon
don VVC1H OAB 

MAPS AND SOCIETY 
Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Tony 
Campbell (Map Library, British Library) and Catherine 
Delano Smith (Institute of Historical Research, London). 
Meetings are held at the Warburg Institute at 5.00 pm. 
Admission is free. Meetings are followed by refresh
ments. All are welcome. 
Enquiries to 0171412 7525 (Tony Campbell). 

EIGHTH SERIES: 1998·9 

1999 
January28 

Professor Michaei-Jones (Department of 
History, University of Nottingham) The Eng
lish and Brittany in the late sixteenth 
century: the map evidence. 

February25 
Dr Jeffrey Stone (Department of Geogra
phy, University of Aberdeen) Imperialism, 
Colonialism and Cartography in Africa. 

March18 
Professor Martha Pollak (Department of 
Art History, University oflllinois) Military 
Strategy and City Plans in the Seventeenth 
Century. 

April29 
Ralph Ehrenberg (Map Division, Library of 
Congress) Charting Invisible Airways: the 
Early Development of Aviation Cartography 
in the United States of America. 

June3 
Professor Lena Cowen Orlin (Department 
of English, University of Maryland) Reading 
Ralph Treswell's maps: Property Disputes in 
Tudor and Stuart London. 

This programme has been made possible through the 
gener.ous sponsorship of The International Map Col
lectors' Society; Jonathan Potter of Jonathan Potter 
Ltd., and Laurence Wonns of Ash Rare Books. 
It is supported by Imago Mundi. 
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