
EDINBURGH -Capital of Scotland 
EDINA- SCOTIA'S DARLING SEAT- Robert Burns 

Dearly loved small cqpital city 500,000 population 
of a small nation of 5,000,000 souls. 

A. CARSON CLARK F.R.G.S. F.B. Cart.S 

EDINBURGH has known continuous occupation or settlement through the Centuries and because most 
of its settlers clustered round the Castle Rock it remained a prominent landmark, like JERUSALEM of 
old as recorded in the Gospel of Mathew. "A city set on a hill cannot be hidden". 

May I welcome you on behalf of the organising 
committee to this the 34th Annual Summer School 
of our Society of Cartographers. It was my pleasure 
and privilege in 1968, exactly 30 years ago, to be 
the sole organiser of the Summer School. There 
was no local committee. I had the excellent 
co-operation of Professor J. Wreford Watson, then 
Head of the Department of Geography, who gave 
me all the time I needed despite some opposition 
from within the Department. As today we were 
housed in this excellent hall of residence, Pollock 
Halls, where we resided for five days and six nights 
at a total cost of £11 14s. 6d! The 1968 Summer 
School had some 35 delegates in attendance. 
Introduction to the 1998 Society of Cartographers 
Summer School. 

Of course EDINBURGH like Rome, Athens or Jerusa
lem is not set on one hill but several hills which not only 
makes it a place of natural beauty, but also an interesting 
and varied landscape resulting in many artists and draughts
men having painted and sketched the city and itS environs. 

The geographical setting has contributed to its contin
ual settlement through the centuries. Attractively 
positioned amidst the hills or extinct volcanoes (because 
that is in fact what they are) the highest being Arthur' s Seat 
which rises to almost 1000 feet and is a mere 100 yards from 
this location (Pollock Halls). This city by the sea has al
ways attracted settlers, whatever kinds of people have come 
and gone they have invariably recognised the value and 
possibilities ofherunique position and fine climate. If you 
think that this is simply my prejudice, I have to tell you that 
the annual rainfall in Edinburgh and neighbouring East 
Lothian is around 24 inches, almost the same as that of 
Hampshire in the South of England. 
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EDINBURGH has a sea coast along the Firth.ofForth 
extending some 10-12 miles from Crammond in the West to 
Musselburgh in the East. It has a varied coastline of sandy 
beaches with rocky outcrops and includes the Port of Leith 
as well as little fishing harbours like Newhaven, Granton, 
Joppa and Fisherrow. 

Archaeological remains indicate the variety of people 
who have chosen to settle in this lowland city of Scotland. 
Many items from the Bronze Age have been discovered in
cluding swords, spearheads, tools such as chisels, knives, 
sickles and hammers. Even buckets and cauldrons and 
other evidence of trade and technical development that 
characterised this age have been unearthed and this contin
ued into the Iron Age. 

Then the Romans came. By the time the Roman Con
quest of Britain reached Scotland under Agricola AD 80, 
Scotland experienced two separate brief occupations. At no 
time, however, was Scotland under continuous occupation 
like her Southern neighbour. The Roman incursions were 
only in the form of military camps or forts. Here in Edin
burgh there is the remains of a Roman fort at Crammond -
archaeological fmds include horse harnesses, horse shoes, 
pottery, cooking pots and remains of leather tents and 
wooden tent pegs just to mention a few. 

As we move from this background to Edinburgh let us 
look again at this dramatic skyline dominated as it is with 
Edinburgh Castle, it rocky crag rising to some 340 feet, a 
volcanic plug. On its Eastern edge the long sloping ridge 
running right down to its glacial tail at the Palace of 
Holyrood House (todays Old Town highway- The Royal 
Mile). This gentle East/West slope runs between Calton 
Hill with its upturned telescope celebrating Lord Nelson's 
victory at Trafalgar, the uncompleted National Monument, 
the Observatory, Professor Dugald Stewart's monument 
and the studio of artist/photographer David Octavius Hill's 
Rock House Studio. On the South side of the Royal Mile 
there is Arthurs Seat and Salisbury Crags all part of 
Holyrood Park (once a Royal Hunting ground). 

But as the drama unfolds, the people moved a little fur
ther down the slope from Castle Hill. A new age was 
dawning for the people of Edinburgh, in fact a New Town, 
the vision of George Drummond who wanted to see Edin
burgh as a capital city equal to anything South of the border. 
The flfSt settlers who were brave enough to move out of 
their secure fortified old town had to be bribed to settle in 
the New Town across the ridge. It was a beautiful, planned 
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new town, but to the cautious people it was exposed to the 
sea and any other possible hostile strangers who could come 
from the North, by the sea or from the South across the land. 

Edinburgh was invaded in 626 AD by Edwin from 
Northumbria and it was Edwin who named the city 
EDWINSBURG. 

Edinburgh is a City of colourful characters from the 
past who are remembered in monuments, statues and public 
buildings. John Knox- pioneer of the Reformation in Scot
land greatly influenced by John Calvin in Switzerland, his 
house stands in the High Street section of the Royal Mile. 
At the foot of the Royal Mile the Palace of Holyrood 
House is strongly associated withMary Queen of Scots. A 
visit there will show the spot where her lover David Rizzio 
was murdered. 

In the medical field, on the wall of a building in Infir
mary Street you will find a blue plaque commemorating the 
pioneering work of Professor J.Y. Simpson in antiseptic 
surgery. Or consider her literary figures like Sir Waiter 
Scott and Robert Louis Stephenson, both remembered in 
Edinburgh houses. An excellent restoration has been car
ried out on at least two interesting houses. Gladstones 
Land is a 17th Century merchant's house at the westerly end 
of the Royal Mile or view the finely restored Georgian 
House in Charlotte Square in the New Town- managed by 
theN ational Trust for Scotland. The entire square is soon 
to be restored and used by the National Trust - a truly great 
organization. 

See the fine figure of Duke of Wellington seated on 
horseback outside the Register House in Princes Street, 
well worth a visit to inspect the records of Scotland. 

Also visit the fine buildings The Royal Institution and 
National Gallery at the Mound or visit the National Por
trait Gallery, the Gallery of Modem Art, Museum of 
Chlldhood, The New Festival Theatre and opposite the 
classical building of the Royal CoHege of Surgeons. Con
sider a visit to Edinburgh's Botanical Gardens and 
Tropical Glass Houses established in 1834. 

Back in the Old Town you may visit Greyfriars 
Kirkyard where there is a monument to the signing of the 
National Covenantandnearbyseethe monument to the lit
tle dog Greyfriar Bobby in remembrance of the little dog 
who died on his Master's grave. 

Today Edinburgh continues to look foiWard whilst not 
forgetting her past. The Old Nor Loch has given way to 
Waverley Station, the second largest railway station in Brit
ain. The City has a fine new airport and excellent sports 
facilities, an olympic size swimming pool and a new Inter
national Conference Centre. Good roads link Edinburgh in 
all directions. 

This brief sketch of Edinburgh is of necessity incom
plete but since we are a conference of Cartographers I must 
pay tribute to the enormous legacy of map making that also 
made Edinburgh famous right into the 60's and 70's. John 
Bartholomew & Sons, W. & A.K. Johnston, A. & C. Black, 
Thomas Nelson and Thomas Blackwood. Edinburgh is fa
mous world wide for the publication of maps and atlases. 
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HI may be permitted a personal note: At Scotland's 
Map Heritage Centre in Royal Mile nm by my son Paul, we 
are continuing in a modest way that fine tradition of Edin
burgh map publishing. We offer replicas of early maps 
originally published between 1550 and 1850, although as 
long as stocks are available we will continue to buy and sell 
original early maps and we are ever conscious of the tre
mendous legacy we have inherited. 

As we approach the year2000 AD and all the prospects 
for the New Millennium. There is now the prospect of a 
parliamentary assembly meeting again in Edinburgh after 
an absence of nearly 300 years. Edinburgh will continue, as 
it has done for centuries past, to remain a focus of Scottish 
National Life. A future real Captial City (as it once was) 
whether in a devolved assembly within a United Kingdom 
or an independent Nation State within the larger European 
Community. It will always be a city where people live and 
move and have their being and will also remain a city that 
will continue to welcome visitors from every corner of the 
Globe. Edinburgh will remain a city of culture, education 
and real fascination- in other words- a real cross section of 
Scottish National Life and Landscape! 

As I started this short talk by quoting Burns, I will con
clude by linking the words of another Scots Poet, Moir, who 
wrote the fJrst two lines which are appropriately carto
graphic:-

Traced like a map the landscape lies 
In cultured beauty stretching wide, 
''Edina" Scotia's darling seat 

All Hail thy palaces and towers 
Where once beneath a monarch's feet 
Sat legislations Sovereign Powers! 

EDINBURGH its heritage, cultural and political set
ting, small internal setting, small international city, soon to 
house its own Parliamentary Assembly. 

All the trappings of Government but no Parliament for 
300 years - always a place where people have settled and 
.looking folWard to the New Millennium. 

Note: 
The map is Edinburgh by John Tallis 1851, from a series of 
cities of the Empire by special command of Queen Victoria 
As well as cities, entire countries of the Empire were pub
lished at that time. 
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