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Macromedia Dreamweaver vl.O (and vl.2) 
Published by Macromedia 
Platforms: PC and MAC 
Tel: 01344 458600 
WWW: http://www.macromedia.com 
Rrp: £299 
CHEST price: £49 licence, £35 media, £49 
manual 
Shipping: now (v1.2 as free download) 

Dreamweaver is a WYSIWYG web design program. It 
was my first contact with Dynamic HTML and cascading 
style sheets. Working in the educational area we have got 
used to the edit that you don't assume the latest version of 
the web browsers are available to your viewers when de
signing your web pages. The University has only just got 
Netscape 4 as it'sdefault browser on the staff/student serv
ers Consequently, we have got used to only including 
features that browsers of version 3 (or even 2) level can in
terpret - so as not to disenfranchise visitors to our pages. 
The rich features of Dreamweaver thus cause some prob
lems of backward browser capability. The program helps 
you out by having a "Check Target Browser" option in the 
File menu. This returns an Internet Explorer screen with a 
report file - listing errors and warnings. You can check 
against lE 2,3 and 4, and Netscape 2,3 and 4. It also has the 
useful facility of enabling you to have two default browsers 
set up to check against, which are activated by saving the 
file and pressing Fl2 or SHIFT-F12. 

Look 
The display is WYSIWYG, and also has the ability to 

have a parallel HTML source editor open. The two win
dows reflect changes made in each other. One annoyance 
about the built-in editor was the lack of cut and paste capa
bility, which restricted its usefulness. On the plus side the 
HTML editor does not in anyway change the code when it 
opens files- something that other programs certainly cannot 
claim. The proprietary Roundtrip HTML ensures this. You 
can of course choose to link to an external editor instead. 

There are the usual drop-down menus, plus 3 floating 
palettes. The first is the Object palette - for inserting graph
ics, tables, rules, applets, ActiveX controls and multimedia 
files. Second is the Properties palette- which is context
sensitive according to the currently selected object. It al
lows control over position, links, alternate text, 
characteristics of form elements, etc. The third palette is the 
Launcher- which activates cascading style sheets, anima
tion timelines, library elements, HTML editor, and 
Javascript behaviours. 
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Power 
All these features take some time to learn, but are very 

powerful in use. Animations can be created by selecting the 
Insert Layer command, and placing a new blank layer on the 
page (at the cursor). This is a holder for you to import the 
image file for your animation. The animation itself is cre
ated in a Timeline window. This is similar to that used in 
Macromedia's Director and Flash programs. It is divided 
into a series of horizontal tracks, broken down again into 
frames (just like in film or video clips). You can change 
such things as the start, end frame, position of the image on 
the page, the frame-rate, whether to loop or play once, etc. 

One confusion that I couldn't work around was that you 
might set your animation to move images precisely about 
the page so as to "reveal" text or images, only to find every
thing was out of sync if viewed with the browser window 
resized. This seems to be because animations are pixel
positioned, wheras static images are fixed relative to the 
left, right or centre of the frame. 

It is also possible to add "Behaviours" to animations. 
For example, onMouseOver/onClick/onLoad events can be 
associated with actions such as Go To URL, Display Mes
sage, Swap Image, etc. Again most of the behaviours only 
function with level 4 browsers, so could be redundant for 
many viewers. 

Frames, tables, etc 
Framesets are easy to use, once you get used to tabling 

the frameset elements, and controlling their various charac
teristics. You can in fact drag a new frame into place if you 
are already in a frameset. Table construction is fairly lim-

DREAMWEAVER 
The Visual Tool for Professional 

Web Design 

Introducing Dn~amweaver 1.2 
Find out what's new! 

Download 1.2 nowi e 
Read what the press is saying •···.· , about Oreamweaver I 

Free Dreamweaver Behavlors 
Developed by Webmonkey 
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ited, however. You open a table by specifying numbers of 
rows and columns rather than dragging out thebtable as you 
would in Adobe Pagernill, for instance. 

Position 
The program is unashamedly pitched to a professional 

rather than a home market. It is relatively expensive comn
pared to its rivals, and has little help for novices in the way 
of templates or wizards to initiate designs. The help system 
is HTML-based, with no search facility such as you find in 
standard Windows Help systems. It has pretensions to Site 
management, but this is restricted to a file listing, and FfP 
facility. The software reviewed was version 1.0. Macrome
dia have just launched version 1.2 as a free downlaod for 
existing owners of v 1.0. There has not been time to review 
these new features so they are merely listed for complete
ness. 

New features in v1.2 
Colour-coded HTML - customisable colour-coding 

for tags, format, etc vastly improves the checking and edit
ing of source code. 

Image editor integration - launch Fireworks (for ex
ample) from within Dreamweaver. A new button on the 
Properties palette. 

New behaviours - check browsers: conditional hyper
link based on browser type/version; preload images: 
require that dependant files are downoaded before running 
Java; drag layer: assigns properties to a layer to make it in
teractive to visitors. 

Convert to 3.0 browser compatible - use dynamic 
HTML features and cascading style sheets and then save 
automatically for 3.0 and 4.0 browsers. Use check browser 
behaviour to send viewer to opage optirnised for their 
browser. 

Link checking capabilities - new addition to FILE 
menu, generates report on broken links, orphaned files, etc 
across page, directory or site, and update and fix all refer
ences. 

The new features in version 1.2 add to an already im
pressive list. If you do a lot of web editing, and have the time 
to sopend on learning the software, I can heartily recom
mend Dream weaver as the best web editor that I have used. 

Steve Chilton 

.-...-.. macromedia 
WJW,.::..W EDUCATION CONNECTION .......,.,.,.. 

Macromedia Fireworks (Public Beta) 
Published by Macromedia 
Platfonns: PC and MAC 
Tel: 01344 458600 
WWW: http://www.macromedia.com 
Rrp: £239 
CHEST price: not yet announced 
Shipping: June 1998 

Macro media's Fireworks is the first application to solve 
multiple pathways for web graphics production. It makes 
vectors and bitmaps virtually the same thing now. It is also 
excellent for optimising graphic files- allowing previews of 
quality v compression with multiple views to compare. 
Everything within the program is a fully editable item- text, 
brush strokes, drop shadows, and animations are all editable 
"on the fly". Image mapping has never been easier, and cre
ating Javascript for such effects as button rollovers can be 
done without any code writing. 

Importing/exporting 
TIFF, BMP, GIF, JPEG, Freehand, Photoshop are 

among the import filters available. However, this reviewer 
found that the feature set was so strong that complete pro
duction WITHIN Fireworks was more often likely. The 
exporting of files is also extensive and includes GIF, JPEG, 
animated GIF and button rollovers. Up to 4 compression 
options can be viewed side by side - allowing file size and 
visual quality comparisons to be made before exporting. 

Brushes and Fills 
The range of drawing tools and techniques is one od the 

most impressive features of Fireworks. The Beta version 
used in this revieew had 11 Brush types, 11 Fill types and 5 
Effects, all with an infinate variety of combinations of size, 
style and angle of application. The "slider" controls for 
changing some of teh values in the popup windows took 
some getting used to. The effects are "live", so decisions 
about how you want the graphic to look can be made as you 
progress. 

FIREWORKS 
the premier production tool 

for creating web graphics 
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Text 
The constantly editable text feature is a real boost to 

someone used to using "traditional" graphics programs that 
let you enter text, allow you to manipulate it, but then make 
it uneditable in it's transformed state. However much you 
manipulate the text in Fireworks it still remains one click 
away from being edited. 

Image Control 
Other bonuses of working in Fireworks include the abil

ity to slice files and automatically generate your image in an 
HTML table, and the ability to produce frame-based anima
tions. The frame-based animation took some time to get to 
grips with, as it wasn't very intuitive. The programclaims 
easy production of Javascript Button rollovers. However, 
having run through the Tutorial section twice this proved 
not to be as easy as promised. 

In conclusion, I will be looking to purchase a copy of 
Fireworks as soon as it is available. It's ease of use, and 
stunning range of features have made the production of de
cent sized web graphics (with web-safe colours) a matter of 
course rather than a luxury. Integration with Macromedia' s 
Dreamweaver software for web page design - it is 
launchable as a graphic editor from within Dream weaver -
has revolutionised the production process for web-based 
material in my work. 

Steve Chilton 

1998 SKY TO MAP SEMINAR SERIES 

The PCI Group develops software in a variety of areas 
including photogrammetry, image processing, GIS and car
tography. 

A PC/ Sky to Map seminar is an ideal way to view a 
range of PCI geomatics products. The seminar is designed 
to illustrate the diversity in the range of software products 
by introducing a PCI product from each area and demon
strating its use as part of a data processing production line. 
Small seminar groups facilitate discussion and topic flexi
bility. 

All current and potential software users are welcome to 
attend a seminar in order to view the latest PCI products. 
Each seminar is held from 10:00 am until2:00 pm at the PCI 
Geomatics Group office in Milton Keynes. A light lunch 
will be provided.lf you are interested in attending a semi
nar, please contact any of the PCI sales staff, Cameron Japp, 
Clark Lawlor or Richard Selby. 

Dates are: July 7 1998, August 12 1998, September 16 
1998, October 2 1998, November ll 1998, December 9 
1998 

PC/ Geomatics Group,5 Shenley Pavilions, Chalkdell 
Drive, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire MK5 6LB, United 
Kingdom 
Tel: 44 (0)1908 523300 Fax: 44 (0)1908 521511 

emai1: sales@pcigeomatics.com 
from a press release 
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VIRTUOZO VERSION 2.0 & VEXCEL SCANNING 
SERVICES 

Survey & Development Services Ltd, have recently in
stalled a VX 4000 HT image scanning system from V excel 
Imaging Corporation. This system enables them to offer 
you a scanning service for all your photogrammetric re
quirements. The VX 4000 HT can scan a 230 X 230 colour 
diapositive, at a resolution of 12.5 microns in 35 minutes 
and at 25 microns in only 9 minutes! Monochrome images 
are scanned in half these times. 

If you would like to know more or would like them to 
carry out a benchmark for you then please contact: 

George M. Harper 
Business Development Manager, 
VirtuoZo Systems ( EAME) Ltd 
3 Hope Street, 
Bo'ness, 
West Lothian, 
EH51 OAA. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1506 518009 
Fax +44 (0) 1506 517777 
EMAIL: webmaster@ virtuozo-eame-com 
WEB SITE: www.virtuozo-eame.com 

VirtuoZo Systems (EAME) Ltd have been appointed 
distributors for V excel's product range throughout Europe, 
Africa and the Middle East. If you would to see the scanner 
in action give them a call and they will arrange for you to 
visit there offices in Bo'ness Scotland. 

Version 2.0 of the softcopy photogrammetric system is 
now available. This has full aerial triangulation, also a built 
in mosaic module. New algorithms make it one of the fast
est and easiest to use systems in the World, and with the 02 
Desktop computer from SGI, probably the most cost effec
tive. 

from a press release 

FME® 2.1 ADDS PENMETRICS SUPPORT -
RAISES GIS INTEROPERABILITY TO NEW 
HEIGHTS 

At the AM/FM Int'l Conference, San Jose, CA- April 
27, 1998- Safe Software Inc., a leading GIS solutions pro
vider, announced that it has added support for PenMetrics 
GRD to it's FME® software. The addition of PenMetrics 
support provides enhanced interoperability between Pen
Metrics and a continuously growing list of different GIS 
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data formats supported 
by FME® spatial data 
translation software. 

"As FME becomes 
the GIS standard for 
spatial data conversion, 
we are experiencing a 
tidal wave of requests 
from GIS vendors to 

add support for their products," said Don Murray, president 
of Safe Software Inc. "Adding support for Penmetrics was a 
strategic move that we feel provides real benefits to Pen
Metics users," he added. 

FME® is a powerful spatial data translation and conver
sion software solution that is rapidly establishing itself as 
the GIS industry standard. "FME is incredibly customiza
ble," said Robert White, president of Whites tar 
Corporation. "We've been able to process gigabytes of data 
that would have been impossible without the FME," he 
added. FME® is used by GIS professionals for data transla
tion/migration, spatial processing and attribute 
manipulation of GIS data. 

More about FME 2.1 
Release 2.1 of FME® further defines the differences in 

functionality between the three FME® offerings: Desktop, 
Professional and Enterprise. FME® Desktop (US$499) has 
added import/export capabilities for CARIS "NTX", Auto
Desk MapGuide "SDL", Facet Decision Systems "XDR", 
Swedish MASIK and W ANG GDMS. FME® Profes
sional (US$1,499) has added support for ESRI SDE 3.x 
import/export, ESRI EOO writing, Intergraph MGE reading, 
and Small world data exchange. FME® Enterprise provides 
a translation solution for Unix servers. Plug in modules 
which add support for Convergent GDS, Swiss INTERLIS 
and Swedish FF formats are also available. All three prod
ucts feature enhanced support for AutoCAD Release 14, 
Maplnfo and MicroStationsllntergraph Design files as well 
as substantial new processing facilities like ConvexHuii
Factory, BoundingBoxFactory, CreationFactory, 
CommonSegmentFactory, IntersectionFactory, Report
Factory, @ConvexHull, @Gioba!Variable, 
@RemoveAttributes, @Reformat and @SearchList. 

FME® availability and internet location 
FME® products are available direct from Safe Software 

or through a worldwide network of resellers. Full product 
descriptions and ordering information are available at the 
Safe Software web site www .safe.com. 

About Safe Software 
Safe Software Inc. was incorporated in 1993 and is dedi

cated to providing robust solutions to the GIS 
interoperability problem. Since incorporation, the com
pany has successfully executed a variety of projects 
pertaining to the translation, processing, modeling, and dis
tribution of spatial data. Safe's products are rapidly 
becoming the industry standard for GIS data transla
tion/manipulation. 
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Contact: 

Jeff Hoedeman 
Tel: 604-501-9985 
Fax: 604-501-9965 
Email: jeff@safe.com 
Web: http://www .safe.com 

from a CART-S DC announcement 

Avenza announce new discussion group called GPS-L 

GPS-L provides a forum for discussion for all GPS sys
tems and solutions. Topics can range from GPS, GIS, 
Surveying, AM/FM, Cartography and mapping. It provides 
an arena for professionals from all over the world to share 
ideas and interact with other others to gain knowledge about 
GPS and related technologies. 

To subscribe please send email to: 

majordomo@avenza.com 

In the body of the message type: 

subscribe GPS-L 

~ Global Technologies Corp. 
ChQIIglng the woy mops (IN modetl 

A venza Software are at: http://www.avenza.com 
from a CARTO-SOC announcement 

PCI Carto expects the release of ACE version 3.0 by 
mid August 1998 

It will be an "interface- lift" of the present version 2.2. 
with the addition of a host of enhanced cartographic tools 
including PCI Geogateway. In the mean time ..... 

We have decided to create an Educational Promotion 
covering the present 2.2.1 version of ACE. This promotion 
will be restricted to educational institutions who teach 
and/or do research using digital cartography. 

This promotion does not include government depart-
ments/agencies. 

The present commercial pricing of ACE is : 

UNIX $7,495.00 (USD) 

PC $5,000.00 (ce edition), 

PC $2,495.00 (ge edition). 

********* 
For the Education Promotion the software pricing will 

be $25.00 (USD). 

This covers the cost of the ADOBE fonts license con
tained within ACE and applies to all versions of ACE. ACE 
uses a "Hardlock key" for security and the cost of this key is 
$35.00. We expect the customer to cover this cost as well as 
the shipping of the product. 
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We reserve the right to limit quantities and this is a lim
ited time offer. 

INDEX TO VOLUME 30 
Edited by Pam Spoerry 
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Geomorphological mapping and morphostratigraphic 
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Please send any requests for information on this promo
tion to info@pcicarto.ca and reference Educational 
Promotion in your subject heading. 

Richard H. Nasmith, Director of Sales, PCI Carto Inc. 

masmith @pcicarto.ca 

http://www. pcicarto.ca 

TEL: 819-568-2112 

FAX: 819-568-2151 
From a CARTO-SOC announcement 
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