
SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 
Minutes of 32nd Annual General Meeting 

Nottingham Trent University 
Thesday 3rd September 1996 

Members present: 50 
Apologies: L. McKay 
The meeting opened at 20.00 pm 

1. Chairman's Introduction 
The Chairman H. Dobson welcomed those present, es

pecially new members to the Society, for their attendance at 
the 32nd AGM. He also thanked the Nottingham team of 
Linda Dawes, Chris Lewis, Jane McNeil and Elaine Watts 
and colleagues for their excellent organisisation for this 
year's Summer School. 

2. Minutes of the 31st AGM held at the 
University of Sheffield, 11th September 
1995 and matters arising 

Item 3: Line 7 "J Abrahams" to read "J. Abraham" and 
line 10 "is was" to read "it was". There were no other 
matters arising and the minutes were accepted as a true 
record. 

Proposed G. Sandeman, Seconded D. Williams. 

The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

3. Society Reports (attached below) 
(a) Hon. Secretary's Report 

No Comments from the floor. 

(b) Hon. Treasurer's Report 
(including Independent Examiners Report) 

No Comments from the floor. 

(c) Bulletin Editor's Report 
(including Bulletin Subscription's Report) 

Commenting on Editor's report relating to the Bulletin 
title, cover design and the possible omission of the "SUC" 
logo, J. Baker enquired what options were under considera
tion. S. Chilton replied that the existing name "the Bulletin 
of the Society of Cartographers" without the logo or renam
ing as "The SOC Bulletin" were possibilities. A. Bennett 
suggested that the word "International" be added to take into 
account our international membership. N. Tasker added 
that care should be taken with any name change to avoid 
confusion with similar publications. L. MacLean com
mented that a colour cover would have extra cost 
implications. A vote of thanks to the Bulletin Editor for his 
efforts was proposed by A. de Souza. 

Following a lengthy discussion on the continued prob
lems of Newsletter publication and its possible conflict with 
the success of the WWW site and CartoSOC, S. Chilton 
agreed to co-ordinate the Newsletter over the coming year 
as an experiment leading to the uptake of its editorship by 
another. G. Haley suggested the possibility of restricting 
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the Bulletin to one issue per year and extending the News
letter to include advertising. P. Spoerry commented that 
subscribers may be unhappy with this suggestion as they 
currently expect 2 issues per year. 

(d) Membership Secretary's Report 

L. MacLean inquired if the change from SUC to SOC 
reflected the current membership. B. Rogers replied that 
the majority of new members enrolled for the past year came 
from employers outside the field of education. 

H. Dobson offered a vote of thanks on behalf of the 
Society to Brian for his excellent work as Membership 
Secretary. H. Dobson thanked the Committee for their sup
port throughout the year and called for acceptance of the 
Reports en bloc. 

Proposed T. Aspden. Seconded J. Baker. 

4. Election of 1996-97 Committee 
Nominees were offered unopposed for the following 

posts as detailed below:-

Chairman: 
Hon. Secretary: 

H.Dobson 
M. C.Shand 

Hon. Treasurer: R. Fry 
Bulletin Editor: S. Chilton 
Membership Secretary: J. Pugh 
Bulletin Subscriptions: P. Spoerry 
Bulletin Advertising: G. Haley 
Ordinary Committee : G. Allsopp 

Proposed A. Bennett, Seconded B. Rogers. 

The above Committee members were duly elected. 

Three nominations had been recieved for the one vacant 
Ordinary Committee post, namely 0. Tucker, D. Williams 
and L. Wright. 

On request from A. de Souza a brief introduction to the 
candidates was presented to the meeting prior to the ballot. 

The result of the ballot was as follows:-

L Wright 25 votes 
D. Williams 20 votes 
0. Tucker 2 votes 

L. Wright was duly elected as an Ordinary Committee 
member. J. Hunt suggested that the unsuccessful candidates 
should be considered for any future Society posts on Com
mittee or sub-committees. 
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5. Any other business duly notified 
A letter from Prof. R. Steel was presented to the mem

bers wishing them a successful Summer School. 

J. Pugh appealed to members for Summer School pho
tographs for inclusion into the Society archive. 

S. Chilton presented a summary of the proposed pro
gramme and arrangements for the 1997 Summer School to 
be held a Middlesex University as detailed on the leaflet 
made available to delegates. The WWW site for the Sum
mer School is now on-line and is to be updated on a regular 
basis throughout the coming year. 

A straw poll of those present indicated that the majority 
were in favour of attending the 1997 Summer School during 
the second week in September as opposed to the first. As 
costs of a London based Summer School were expected to 
be higher that normal, three options were currently being 
considered, i) a three-day meeting with no visits; ii) Mon
day (pm) to Thursday (pm) with a half-day visit or; iii) the 
status quo of a four day meeting with a full day of visits. A 
request was made by S. Chilton to members to contribute 
to the meeting by presenting a paper or suggest some 
suitable topics or speakers for consideration. 

J. Pugh reminded non-members that to join the Society 
would entitle them to a members' discount for the 1997 
Summer School. 

There being no other business, the Chairman once again 
thanked the organising committee for their efforts and 
closed the meeting at 21.20 pm. 

A vote of thanks for the Chair was proposed from the 
floor en bloc. 

M.Shand 
Hon. Secretary 

HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT 1995-96 

presented to the 32nd Annual General Meeting 
Nottingham 'frent University 
Thesday 3rd September, 1996 

The past year began as usual with the Annual Summer 
School held at the University of Sheffield. Our thanks go 
to Graham Allsopp, Paul Coles and their colleagues at 
Sheffield for their joint efforts with the Committee in pro
viding the Society with another excellent and well organised 
programme. The Wallis Award was won by Rose Birley of 
Dyscover with "Sophie's Map" and innovative map de
signed for children with specillc learning difficulties. 

Two Committee meetings were held during the year, one 
at Nottingham in April and another this week. 

Our Bulletin Editor has produced one issue of the Bul
letin over the past year and I would again ask the 
membership to support him in his efforts and consider 
contributing to the Bulletin. Any cartographic related item 
no matter how small will be considered for inclusion by the 
Editor. 

Our WWW site and listserver CartoSOC is now well 
established and proving very popular with members and 
non-members alike. The web site has been visited approx. 
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5500 times since last year and our listserver currently has 
212 subscribers. Our thanks go to our webmaster G. Allsopp 
and the Committee for their efforts in setting up and oper
ating this facility. 

Finally the 1997 Summer School will be held from 1-4th 
September 1997 at University of Middlesex. Any offers for 
1998 onwards would be most welcome. 

TREASURER'S REPORT - 1996 

M.C. Shand 
(Honorary Secretary) 
3rd September, 1996 

presented to the 32nd Annual General Meeting 
Nottingham Trent University 
Thesday 3rd September, 1996 

Before I present my formal report on the financial 
position of the Society I would first like to say a few words 
about the Wallis Award. For those of you new to the 
Society, David Wallis has for many years sponsored the 
Society £50 a year for his award for excellence in cartogra
phy by a member of the Society. 

For many years he owned Pyser - SGI but has now, to 
quote, 'theoretically' retired from the Company but contin
ues to be involved with a comprehensive list of 
commitments to the world of surveying and mapping. He 
is the Deputy Director of the next FIG Congress to be held 
in Brighton in 1998 and holds many other important offices 
which are too numerous to mention on this occasion. 

He writes that if his schedule will permit he will try to 
attend the Summer School in 1997. All this information 
leads to him stating that 'with the passing of time £50 seems 
a small amount, particularly if this is to be shared by two 
persons and I would therefore like to increase the Wallis 
award to £100 which I hope you will agree is the minimum 
expectation by today's standard. Please pass on my very 
best wishes to all those who remember me. I wish the 
Society every success in the years to come and may it go 
from strength to strength'. Naturally I responded positively 
to his unsolicited and generous offer and thanked him on 
behalf of the Society and this was formally noted and 
minute4 at the committee meeting held on Sunday evening. 

For many years I have been looking for a fresh introduc
tion to my fmancial report for the year and now this has 
happened, I have the added bonus in providing a four page 
report from the auditor rather than the traditional two page 
production of the past. 

In his letter to the Society the auditor, David Osman, 
states that 'As we have discussed Bulletin Subscriptions 
have declined this year - costs include the postage for two 
issues and printing for issue 29/1. There is still the sum of 
£2,000 in current liabilities to cover the accrued liability for 
the next issue'. 

There was a small surplus for the year of £992 which 
means that overall the Society has Net Assets of £24,059. 
The auditor goes on to say that the format of the Income and 
Expenditure account for the year has changed slightly this 
year to bring the accounts more into line with recommended 

47 



practice from the Charity Commissioners. Looking at the 
Income and Expenditure report in a little more detail the 
most obvious change is the appearance of what is now 
known as Direct Charitable Expenditure and Other Expen
diture. All this involves is just a sorting of headings to 
appear under the new categories. 

Income shows that Membership Subscriptions are up 
from £2,515 to £3,013 whereas Bulletin Subscription in
come is down from £3,407 to £2,176 - the latter due to the 
date when income is physically received. Actual Bulletin 
Subscription Numbers are stable around 150. The Summer 
School donation of £53 was the figure received from last 
year's Summer School at Sheffield and the sale of £21 was 
for the sale of Jack Render's booklet in Monochrome Map
ping for which he was paid the princely sum of £3 in 
royalties! 

On the expenditure heading a sum of £75 was paid for 
the renewal of Data Protection Registration. 

The main extra item that was passed over to the Society 
was the first draft of an annual report which can then be 
attached to the account when submitted to outside bodies, 
ie the Charity Commission. This was discussed in commit
tee on Sunday with a couple of minor adjustments made and 
these changes will be conveyed to the auditor. In addition 
the auditor produced a draft budget for next year which was 
discussed and approved at committee on Sunday evening. 
The net result is that we are again proposing to hold our 
subscription levels and looking ahead if any changes are to 
be made the Bulletin Subscription is probably the one to 
review first. The Society can however withstand small 
deficits for the time being and can vary the 'subsidy' to the 
annual conference. 

This now completes my report and I would like to finish 
by thanking the retiring membership secretary for all his 
valued work on behalf of the Society over the years and to 
me in particular for sending a regular supply of income. 
Thanks should also be accorded to David Osman for turning 
the accounts around so quickly this year between my holi
day dates. 

RodneyFry 
Treasurer 

BULLETIN ADVERTISING MANAGERS REPORT 

Sales of advertising space in volume 28 have dropped 
as compared to that of volume 27. This is probably due to 
new advertisers in volume 27 not achieving much response, 
and not continuing advertising in the Bulletin. Hopefully 
they can be replaced by new advertisers in volume 29. 

Advertising taken Payment Payment 
received outstanding 

Volume27 

£530 £450 £80 
Volume28 
£285 £155 £130 

BULLETIN EDITOR'S REPORT 

presented to the 32nd Annual General Meeting 
Nottingham Trent University 
Tuesday 3rd September, 1996 

This is the 8th year of my editorship of the Bulletin, and 
I have struggled every year to get back on schedule. The last 
4 Bulletins have been 6, 8, 7 and 9 months late. Vol 29 No 
2 is due out which is the Dec 1995 issue. I have 3 articles at 
proofing stage and it will come out hopefully in October (10 
months late). Material from this conference will go towards 
Vol 30 No 1, which I hope will come out very early in the 
New Year. I already have 1 defmate and 2 possible articles, 
with 2 sessions still to go. 

At the committee meeting on Sunday evening we dis
cussed the Society's image and have agreed to consider 
changing the Constitution so that the Bulletin is re-named 
(perhaps the Society of Cartographers Bulletin - but next 
year's AGM will confirm this). In parallel with this change 
a re-vamp of the Bulletin will take place - the main change 
being to remove the sue logo, and to probably go for a 
full-colour cover, and some refereed articles. It is proposed 
to disseminate Newsletter information via CartoSOC and 
the WWW site. 

The Committee meeting also agreed that the Society 
should upgrade the Editor's PC. The 2.5 year old 486DX33 
with 8mB RAM and 170mB harddisk and Corel v4.2 is just 
not up to the job any more, and a RAM, harddisk and 
software upgrade package has been agreed, for which I am 
very grateful to the Society. I agreed (rashly) to carry on 
doing the Editor's job indefinately and have also taken over 
the updating of the Society's Bulletin WWW pages. 

I would also like to thank my co-editors for their con
tinued support: Graham Allsopp for Computers in 
Cartography; Bob Parry for Reviews; Mike Shand forMa
terials and Equipment; and finally Pam Spoerry for agreeing 
to provide a continuing index service for the ~ulletin, and 
for carrying on her excellent job as Bulletin Subscriptions 
Manager. 

Steve Chilton 
Bulletin Editor 

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER'S 
REPORT 

The following figures have been extracted from the 
Bulletin Subscriptions database: 

Volume No. of subscribers Non-payment 

27 155 5 
28 151 6 

29 149 23 
30 90 (so far) 4 

The recent trend has been around the 150 mark with 
most subscriptions being placed and paid for before the 
Volume is published. Non-payment for Volumes 28 and 29 

Gareth Owen is being pursued with repeat invoices being issued. 
Bulletin Advertising Manager Pam Spoerry 

Bulletin Subscription Manager 
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 1995-96 

presented to the 32nd Annual General Meeting 
Nottingham Trent University 
Tuesday 3rd September, 1996 

It is with a mixture of sadness and relief that I bring you 
my last report as Membership Secretary. Unfortunately, 
due to family and other commitments I feel I can no longer 
devote the time to the job that I feel it requires and deserves. 

There has been a great deal of interest in The Society 
over the past year, possibly generated through the Carto
SOC subscribers list as well as the personal contacts from 
existing members and Summer School publicity. Unfortu
nately, as I reported last year, the number of enquiries (57?) 
does not match the number of new members enrolled. Even 
though follow-ups have been carried out viaE-Mail or letter 
many enquirers have chosen not to respond after receiving 
their requested application material. Perhaps we should 
consider a major overhaul of our printed image similar to 
that recently carried out by the BCS to great effect. It was 
interesting to note that the majority of subscribers to the 
Carto-SOC list are non-members - perhaps my successor 
can endeavour to change this state of affairs! I have also 
received correspondence from overseas members regarding 
payment difficulties which may be one reason for the 
shrinkage in that area of our membership. 

33 members have been added to the Society roll since I 
gave my last Membership Report at Sheffield, giving us a 
total paid up membership of 240 at this point. That breaks 
down to 230 Full Members, 6 Students and 4 Honorary 
Members. It is disappointing to have lost a number of 
members without explanation, but as ever I am hopefull that 
we may be able to draw a few from a possible 19 lapsed 
subscriptions back with a further belated follow-up letter. 

Please can I make my final plea, for the benefit of my 
successor, for those members paying by cheque to seriously 
consider paying by standing order. Administration is sim
plified and you do not have to remember payment dates. Of 
the 259 (240 paid-up) members currently on the database, 
136 (120) are paying by cheque and 119 (116) by standing 
order (plus 4 honorary). Any rise in subscriptions will 
always be notified in advance of the due date for payment. 
Forms are available from the Membership Display in the 
Exhibition Area at the Summer School or direct from the 
Membership Secretary. 

1996/97 subscriptions are due on the 30th September so 
please take advantage of the opportunity to pay at the 
Summer School this week. 

Finally, my thanks to all of you for your patience and 
co-operation over the years and best wishes to my succes
sor. 

TABLEt MEMBERSIITP FIGURES 

9112 92/3 93/4 9415 9516 
Full 217 206 212 211 230 
Honorary 5 5 4 4 4 
Student 3 8 5 8 6 
TOTAL 225 219 221 223 240 
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PAYMENT METHOD 

9213 9314 9415 95/6 

Cheques 122 119 116 120 
Standing Order 92 98 103 116 
Honorary 5 4 4 4 

TABLE2 LOCATION OF PAID-UP MEMBERS 

United Kingdon 208 

England 

Scotland 

Wales 

N. Ireland 

Overseas 32 
BFPO 

Australia 

Canada 

China 

USA 

Belgium 

Malaysia 

Ireland 

Italy 

Kenya 

New Zealand 

South Africa 

Sultanate of Oman 

163 
29 
14 
2 

1 
3 
4 
1 
6 

1 
9 

1 
2 

Brian Rogers 
Membership Secretary 

The following 4 pages show the Society Accounts 
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Page No 1. 

THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 

INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT 

In accordance with instructions given to me, 

I have prepared the Society of Cartographers 

Income and Expenditure Account for the year 

ended 30th June 1996 and Balance Sheet as at 

30th June 1996 together with notes on pages 

2 to 4 from the Society's accounting records 

and from information and explanations 

supplied to me.I certify that these accounts 

are in accordance therewith. 

David Osman 
Chartered Accountant 
20 Rougemont Avenue 
Torquay 
Devon 

15th August 1996 
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THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1996 

Income 

Membership Subscriptions 
Bulletin Subscriptions 
Advertising 
summer School-Donation 
Sale of booklets/Guidelines 
Bank Deposit Interest 
National Savings Bank Interest 
Donations/Sponsorship 

Total Income 

Direct Charitable Expenditure 
Bulletin and Newsletter 
Production and Postage 

summer School 
Depreciation 
Wallis Award 

Other Expenditure 
Independent Examiners Fee 
Insurance 
Data Protection Registration 
Administration and 

Committee Expenses 
Travel Costs to Attend Meetings 
Sundries 

Total Expenditure 

Surplus (Deficit) 

1996 
£ 

3,013 
2,176 

275 
53 
21 

413 
499 

50 

6,500 

2,593 
545 
992 

50 

4,180 

100 
69 
75 

696 
385 

3 

1,328 

5,508 

for the year 992 

Fund Balances brought forward 21,067 

Fund Balances carried forward £22,059 
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Page No 2. 

1995 
£ 

2,515 
3,407 

390 

29 
242 
472 

50 

7,105 

4,715 
486 
993 

50 

6,244 

lOO 
68 

216 
1,012 

1,396 

7,640 

(535) 

21,602 

£21,067 
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THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH JUNE 1996 

Note 
£ 

1996 
£ 

Fixed Assets 

Publishing Equipment 3 

Net Book Value 

Current Assets 

Debtors 1,222 
Bank Account 16,964 
National Savings Account 9,180 

27,366 

Current Liabilities 

Sundry Creditors 3,307 

3,307 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 24,059 

Net Assets £24,059 

REPRESENTED BY: 

FUNDS 

Unrestricted Income Fund 

General Purpose Fund 22,059 

Reserve Account 2,000 

Total Funds £24,059 

Approved Mr R.E.J.Fry 

£ 

650 
16,735 

8,681 

26,066 

3,991 

3,991 

For and on behalf of the Management Committee 

15 August 1996 

Page No 3. 

1995 
£ 

992 

992 

22,075 

£23,067 

21,067 

2,000 

£23,067 
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THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS Page No 4. 

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL 
ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR TO 30TH JUNE 1996 

1.CONSTITUTION 

The Society of Cartographers is an unincorporated association 
registered as a charity with the Charity Commissioners {Charity 
Number 326285). 

2.ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

General 

These accounts have been prepared under the historic cost 
convention, in accordance with applicable accounting standards 
and generally in accordance with the Statement of Recommended 
Practice on Accounting by Charities. 

Depreciation 

Depreciation is provided on Publishing Equipment based on the 
estimated useful life of these fixed assets and their anticipated 
residual value as follows:-

Publishing Equipment 33% p.a. (Straight line basis) 

Taxation 

No provision for Taxation has been made in these accounts as it 
is considered that the Society's activities are all of a 
charitable nature and exempt from tax. 

3.FIXED ASSETS 

USED BY THE CHARITY 

Cost or valuation 

At 1st July 1995 
Additions in period 
At 30th.June 1996 

Depreciation 

At 1st July 1995 
Charge for period 
At 30th June 1996 

Net Book Value 

At 30th June 1995 

At 30th June 1996 
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Publishing 
Equipment Total 

£ £ 

2,978 

2.978 

1,986 
992 

2.978 

£992 

£ 

2,978 

2.978 

1,986 
992 

2.978 

£992 

£ 
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