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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
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Over a month has passed and I am still getting a buzz from the SoC
conference at Cambridge University. The programme and the social
activities just seemed to create a really good “vibe” [there’s me
showing my hippy roots]. To me the programme seemed stronger
than ever and I felt that the presentations were all really strong. You
sometimes get either individual papers or even whole sessions that
are weaker than the rest, but I didn’t feel that at all this time. The
highlight for me was bringing together the disparate group of
personalities presenting in the Public Access to Maps and Data
session, then all sharing a discussion platform afterwards. This
discussion will obviously continue in other forums. Already there have
been some comments on both Ed Parsons’ (OS) and Jo Walsh’s
(Freelance activist) weblogs following on from this. I am pleased to
say that 17 of the presentations are up on the conference website
(http://www.mdx.ac.uk/www/gem/soc2005/ppts.htm) and that 9
of the authors have agreed to write up their presentations for the next
SoC Bulletin, which is due out in December 2005. You will find reports
on much of the conference later in this Newsletter.
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Plans are well advanced for the next SoC conference which will be
held at the University of Keele from 3–7 September 2006. This is to
be organised jointly by Rosie Duncan and Andy Lawrence. If you
want to offer to contribute a paper, offer a workshop, suggest a topic,
or just put yourself on the mailing list then you should contact Rosie
(rosie.duncan@staffs.ac.uk).
Your committee has been working hard on your behalf all this year,
and hopefully will continue to do so in the forthcoming year. Reports
on the Society’s activities are available in the minutes of the AGM,
which are also reproduced later in this Newsletter. There is still one
very important vacancy on the committee. As previous Editor of the
Bulletin I am still acting as Editor, and trying to combine this with
being the Chair of the Society. As I have previously pointed out this is
not tenable on a longer term basis. So please consider whether you
could take on this job. There is a job description for the job which I
can supply (in confidence) and I am quite prepared to work with a
new Editor for a one year handover period.

NEWSLETTER
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distribution via the
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available on request.
Contributions to the
Newsletter are welcomed
from all our readers.
Please email all copy and
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One of the real
advantages of attending
the SoC conference is
the intangible stuff – like
networking with
colleagues and
presenters.

Steve Chilton
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One of the real advantages of attending the SoC conference is the
intangible stuff – like networking with colleagues and presenters.
Some of the most useful and enjoyable contacts are made in the
social sections of the week. I well remember Nicholas Crane
coming to Liverpool John Moores the night before his Mercator
presentation and meeting some of us in the pub beforehand (and
yes he did have an umbrella sticking out of his overnight bag!). We
were all on a high as it had been quiz night with Strict Nikki in the hot
seat. Nick (I feel I can call him that) had such enthusiasm for the
subject that (a) I couldn’t get away to get the drinks in, and (b) knew
that the presentation and book signing were going to go well – and
they did. He has now an even higher profile thanks to his TV work on
Coast and Map Man. I hope it is not talking out of turn to say that
Rosie has already made an approach to him to be part of the
programme again in Keele. He is keen and it now all depends on his
schedule nearer the time. A discussion (in the pub again) this year
with Phil Cubbin and his collaborator on the “Our Walk to School”
project resulted in me being asked to write a foreword to the atlas
that was the result of the project. This gave me great pleasure as I
have quite strong feelings about cartography and geography in the
school curriculum, and was able to express my thoughts about the
curriculum integration that had been achieved in these primary
schools in Liverpool, the collaboration between academia and local
authority, and the resulting atlas which the children had compiled
themselves and in which the individual plates are really works of art.
I mentioned at the end of my message in the July Newsletter my
fascination with weblogs. These have actually been a really great
source of information and contacts for setting up the programme for
the recent conference at Cambridge. I now have a set of 13
bookmarks for various cartography-related blogs that I tend to log in
to once a day in a spare moment, and use a bit like browsing a
newspaper over a cup of coffee. Several of the contacts for
presentations, particularly in the Public Access session came from
this source. It does amaze me sometimes how people have the time
to generate entries on their blogs so frequently, but they do seem to.
It has reached the stage for me that I get more useful information on
the blogs than I get from some of the mailing lists that I subscribe to,
which pop up emails to me throughout the day, and have to be read,
filed or erased. One can get a feeling that there is much happening in
the world of cartography by checking these blogs, but again is it a
distorted picture of just a bunch of dedicated cartophiles sharing
esoteric and ephemeral information amongst themselves that often
has no particular impact in the “real” world? You tell me. Does the
seemingly all pervasive spread of Google Maps (or Google Local as
it is now) have any effect. Are more people producing maps? Are
more people using maps? Is there any really attractive or innovative
cartography being developed? Are we as trained cartographers just
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being carto-snobs if we say once you have seen one Google mashup with a load of place pins on that they tend to lose their power of
communication? I look at the amount of traffic and energy expended
on the openstreetmap.org discussion list and wonder how many
“cartographers” there now are in the world, and how effective they
actually are in turning ideas into maps. Incidentally, that phrase
reminds me of a Bob Dylan lyric from “My Back Pages”:
Using ideas as my maps
“We’ll meet on edges, soon,” said I
Proud ’neath heated brow.
Ah, but I was so much older then,
I’m younger than that now.

Future Summer
School venues
Dates for your diary
don’t miss out

2006
Keele (booked for
3–7 September)
Offers on table for 2007
and 2008

2007

Which in a strange way is how I feel after the SoC conference – revitalised!

Portsmouth (Bill Johnson)

I have also had occasion recently to contrast my blog wandering with
catching up on some more traditional cartographic education. At
Middlesex University we had a research project on Reflective Learning
in which I participated. Basically the research project funded the
participants to do some CPD work and read some materials allied to
their teaching/research interests, and then write a reflective journal
based on this work. So I got my SoC conference at Cambridge paid
for, and had to write a reflective journal explaining why it was so
beneficial for me to attend. One thought that I did have on reflecting
was that in order to really benefit from these occasions one has to force
oneself to mix with people that one doesn’t know. I have been going to
SoC for many years and can easily spend my social time with those
that I know and feel comfortable with. However, I realised that this was
too easy and forced myself to try to be more in touch with newer
members or those that I just didn’t know well among the delegates this
year. That is actually quite hard for a shy person like me who doesn’t
find it easy to mix with people that I do not know, but I did try. The
second part of the funding allowed me to buy £200 worth of books of
my choice, again with the catch that I have to write a reflective report
once I have read them. What this nicely allowed me to do was
purchase copies of some of the classic texts that I have not had the
opportunity to own previously. So I ordered Monmonier’s How to lie
with maps, Wood’s Power of maps, plus the more recent Web
cartography by Kraak, Mitchell’s Web mapping illustrated, Walsh’s
Mapping hacks, and some other texts on virtual learning environments.

Plymouth (Tim Absalom)

2008
2009
Can you help? If so,
contact Steve Chilton

It is not every day that you get that much money to spend on what
you like through your employer and was a real pleasure selecting the
texts. I now just have to read them and write the reflective text, but I
am sure that will be a pleasure too.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair
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SUMMER SCHOOL
The following pages contain
a series of reports from the
41st SoC Summer School
which was held at
Cambridge University early
in September. They aim to
give readers who were
unable to attend a flavour of
the event. The full
programme and abstracts
from the cartographic
sessions can be found at
the Society website and
complete versions of some
of the papers will appear in
the Society’s Bulletin in the
coming months.
Information about the 42nd
Summer School to be held
at Keele University in
September 2006 can be
found by visiting
www.soc.org.uk.
The SoC website is updated
regularly so why not
bookmark the site and make
sure you visit regularly?

Professor Haining’s talk
led several delegates to
wonder about the
socially divisive nature
of this data were it to
become available in the
future

REPORTS FROM SUMMER SCHOOL
2005 CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
5–8 September 2005
SESSION 1
MAPPING – GIS APPLICATIONS
The official opening of the Summer School by Professor Bob
Haining and Society Chair, Steve Chilton, was followed by the
first session on Mapping and GIS Applications.
The first paper was given by Professor Bob Haining from the
University of Cambridge. He talked about novel ways of
presenting crime data using a GIS. Explaining how mapping using
data sourced from command-and-control records and records of
offences can be used to assist the police in an operational and
strategic sense, he used examples of house burglaries and theft
of/from cars in Sheffield in South Yorkshire to illustrate how kernel
density mapping can be used to analyse the incidence of repeat
victimisation on a local scale.
Of course much of this data, being confidential, is not available to
the public, but Professor Haining’s talk led several delegates to
wonder about the socially divisive nature of this data were it to
become available in the future under the Freedom of Information
Act.
The next paper was given by Nick McWilliam of MapAction, a
group of disaster management specialists who volunteer to
provide assistance following natural disasters such as the
Tsunami which devastated Southeast Asia on Boxing Day 2004.
Nick explained how their group would be deployed at the request
of the United Nations or a national government, usually within 48
hours. They would then proceed to acquire imagery and mapping
data of the affected region often using otherwise expensive
satellite resources such as Spot or Quickbird. They also have
access to the 90m digital elevation models acquired from the
Space Shuttle’s radar survey of the globe.
Nick explained how accurate mapping is needed by the
emergency services as part of their efforts to manage the delivery
of aid and supplies. Once a field base is established with a
mapping tent, data collection teams are despatched with GPS
receivers, iPaq portable computers running ESRI software and
pens and paper (yes, it’s still useful even in the digital age).
Once collected, the data is collated and mapped using a complex
series of symbols designed for a wide range of environments and
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Corpus Christi college’s
accommodation was ideal
for central Cambridge

circumstances. The principle challenges remain the acquisition of
suitable base map data and software suitable for the job.
Rob Macfarlane of the University of Northumbria gave the final
paper in this session, describing how a GIS has been used to
analyse data collected from two contrasting areas of tranquillity in
the north east of England, Northumberland National Park and the
West Durham Coalfield. The project, commissioned by the
Campaign to Protect Rural England, aims to understand peoples’
perception of what tranquillity is and how that perception is
affected both positively and negatively by certain factors.

The project … aims to
understand peoples’
perception of what
tranquillity is and how
that perception is
affected both positively
and negatively by
certain factors

Tranquillity is an experiential quality of a particular landscape and
is subjective so any questionnaire devised to attach value scores
to particlar features such as noise, other people or road proximity
will lead to a wide variation in the answers people offer. That said,
community research was carried out to value the local knowledge
of participants to value score both positive and negative points for
both study areas. A GIS was used to model the results using
250x250m cells for both areas.
Rob closed by explaining that the results have allowed a better
understanding of tranquillity as an experiential quality of
landscape but pointed out some limitations which mean that it
would be difficult to compare wide areas of countryside since
peoples’ perceptions of what is tranquillity differ across the
country.
Gary Haley

Cartography
2006

•

Keele
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SOC’s Committee hard at
work (as usual!)
The Committee can be
contacted by email at
committee@soc.org.uk

SESSION 2
MAPS AND LITERATURE

One interesting fact
about the map of
Treasure Island is that
the only copy of the
map became lost (in the
post!) and had to be
painstakingly recreated
by Stevenson from the
book at a later date.

This interesting session began with James Kneale from UCL
talking about fictional maps in novels and how they help the reader
to make sense of fictions and the author to write them. He used
examples from Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island and
JRR Tolkein’s Middle Earth to illustrate perhaps the two bestknown fictional maps. In Stevenson’s case it is possible that
Treasure Island may never have been written without the creation
of the map since Stevenson suffered from writer’s block, having
started 12 books and failing to finish them before creating his map
and completing this classic story in 1883. Sometimes the map can
lead the author to create new storylines in his work. Stevenson’s
creation of two harbours on his map led to the development of a
journey he may not otherwise have written about. One interesting
fact about the map of Treasure Island is that the only copy of the
map became lost (in the post!) and had to be painstakingly
recreated by Stevenson from the book at a later date.
In contrast, Tolkein’s map of Middle Earth evolved from one
covering a fairly limited area in The Hobbit to a far more extensive
coverage of a much wider area in the Lord of the Rings trilogy.
Perhaps the best known analysis of Tolkein’s work is The Road to
Middle Earth written by Tom Shippey in 1954/55. Shippey points
out that the map of Middle Earth expanded as Tolkein’s world
building developed leading to a sense that there is a real world
beyond the route of the quest for the Ring. An analysis of place
names used on the map identify the world building as northern
European and the ‘evolution’ of names in varying forms indicate
that Tolkein was aware of giving his world a historical aspect.
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Delegates pose for the
traditional Summer School
photo… sharp eyed readers
will notice that this year the
Editor makes an
appearance (fourth from left)
having discovered the
camera’s self-timer function

James went on to give further examples of fictional maps which
represent our world, slightly distorted; the use of unreliable maps;
and maps of “fantastic” places.
Richard Dennis, also from UCL, gave the final paper in this short
session on literary maps by discussing how the act of mapmaking
can help us to understand how writers constructed stories. He
used examples designed to show how real life maps such as
Charles Booth’s Poverty Map influenced maps in fictional and
real life stories such as Sherlock Holmes and Jack the Ripper and
how they reveal the low correlation between fictional and real life
crime.

the act of mapmaking
can help us to
understand how writers
constructed stories

Richard contrasted the approaches of writers George Gissing
(1857–1903) and the American Dean Howells (1837–1920).
Gissing’s writing places his characters in real streets and in some
cases real buildings and this mirrored his own mobility across
London as he moved from the East End towards central and then
the fashionable West End.
Howells, in contrast, invented the “Xenothon”, a sort of amalgum
of real places in Manhattan in A Hazard of New Fortunes (1889).
Howells located his characters in specific socio-economic
settings but he was careful not to locate places too identifiably.
Howell’s micro-mapping of buildings and apartments in his novels
excludes an accurate description of the layout of apartments,
preferring an inaccurate description to suit the story he was
writing. Gissing, however, in New Grubb Street accurately
describes how his flat in Cornwall Mansions is laid out in order to
add tension to the novel.
Gary Haley
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SoC President Mike Wood
OBE with Keynote speaker
Dr Chris Board OBE

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

Access to geospatial
data and the degree to
which it should be made
freely available is one of
the most debated topics
among cartographers
and other professionals

This year’s keynote presentation was given by Dr Chris Board
OBE who reflected on his career in cartography. He showed
examples of both made-up and real mapping illustrating land use
in Africa and soils in Cambridge. He described his involvment in
an exhibition of thematic maps at the London School of
Economics in 1964 and spoke of his responsibility for a series of
maps produced in Germany in preparation for the planned
invasion of Britain in 1940. He showed examples of British military
mapping and photography which in the pre-digital age had been
doctored to “remove” sensitive military sites across the south of
England. Chris, a former President of the Society of Cartographers,
is now retired but continues his research into historical maps.

SESSION 3
PUBLIC ACCESS TO MAPS/DATA I
Access to geospatial data and the degree to which it should be
made freely available is one of the most debated topics among
cartographers and other professionals. These two sessions
brought together six professionals with differing views about the
“free” availability of data for mapping purposes and were aimed at
exploding some of the myths surrounding the extent to which data
is “free” across the world.
The first paper was given by Roger Longhorn from InfoDynamics Research Associates Ltd. He discussed existing data
access policies and the issues involved with data that is freely
available and that for which a fee is payable. He posed the
question: “Should governments be making their data more widely
available so that a wider user base can drive the geodata market?”
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Mike Shand helps with
organisation while others
network and catch up with
old friends

Making the point that adding value to such free data would imply
that the data would effectively no longer be free Roger pointed out
that with mapping agency budgets being in most cases
unprotected, freely available data may not always be best since
the maintenance of the data is subject to continuing funding
streams which may not be guaranteed.
The presentation also questioned whether it is “ethical” to charge
for geospatial information when not all taxpayers either use or
benefit from it, or whether it is more appropriate for those who
benefit from the data to pay for it, claiming that the UK has some
of the best mapping and most highly digitised databases partly
because the primary data is NOT dependent on annual budgets
from the UK’s Treasury.

…the UK has some of
the best mapping and
most highly digitised
databases partly
because the primary
data is NOT dependent
on annual budgets from
the UK’s Treasury

Delegates were encouraged to visit GITA’s website at
www.gita.org/resources/whitepapers/free_data.htm where
they would be able to take part in an on-line and ongoing
discussion entitled “Free or Fee?”.
Jo Walsh, author of Mapping Hacks, and campaigner for open
geodata, free software and civic information began the second
paper of this session by stating that “Who controls the description
of the world, controls the things in that description”. She used
examples from Google Maps mashups to illustrate how
collaborative citizen oriented cartography with a mix of maps,
photographs and information has contributed to an open source
boom in GIS and geospatial information in the United States
(www.googlemapsmania.blogspot.com).
Claiming that this citizen oriented cartographic revolution depends
on freely available GI as well as the software source code, Jo
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asked why we in the UK have not been able to build these maps in
the way that they are flourishing in the USA. The future availability
of free access to a UK address geocoder will allow the web’s vast
community of open source programmers to provide applications
as yet undreamed of.
Jo closed her paper by claiming that open geodata will be a good
thing for the economy and will lead to better engaged citizens and
encouraged delegates to sign the open source sharealike
manifesto at http://okfn.org/geo/manifesto.php.
The final paper in this session was given by Richard Fairhurst,
freelance cartographer and editor of waterscape.com, the
website of British Waterways. Richard began by comparing basic
street mapping available online where the quality of the mapping
is secondary to the functionality of the maps with more modern
mapping such as Map24 and Google Maps which make
widespread use of Java scripts to provide users with a more
intuitive experience.

The future availability of
free access to a UK
address geocoder will
allow the web’s vast
community of open
source programmers to
provide applications as
yet undreamed of

He went on the illustrate how British Waterway’s website has been
rebuilt around mapping from the Ordnance Survey using Flash to
add functionality to the mapping for a total cost of just £5500. Over
98% of internet users now have access to Flash which works well
with all browsers. Richard showed how the site was rebuilt using
Ming, free software that allows the development of Flash code
without purchasing the Macromedia product. The lesson we can
all learn from this is that anyone can post their mapping on the
web cheaply and easily, and non-cartographers can post their own
GI on existing maps.

SESSION 4
PUBLIC ACCESS TO MAPS/DATA II
The second session on the theme of public access to maps and
geospatial data continued after coffee with a presentation by
Steve
Coast,
a
freelance
cartographer
from
openstreetmap.org. Steve explained how openstreetmap aims
to generate free geodata for people to use claiming that people
want free data; they want cheaper, more timely and accurate
vector based maps without having to pay for licences.
Openstreetmap.org aims to achieve this using data collected by
volunteers using gps receivers and submitted via the
openstreetmap website. Applets are used to edit the vector data
and wikipedia technology is used to back up everything to
protect the integrity of the data.
So far street mapping of the central London area is most complete
since this is where most data is currently available with a courier
company currently supplying 300,000 gps track points each week.
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A lively panel discussion
took place following two
sessions during which both
sides of the debate over
public access to map data
were aired by speakers

Openstreetmap.org is recruiting programmers as well as volunteers
for the collection of data, postcode acquisition and ground truthing
the data. Visit www.openstreetmap.org to learn more.
Peter Cridland from the London Borough of Barnet then
demonstrated how Barnet is using interactive second generation
web mapping, originally aimed at property professionals, to
provide a vast array of information for the public on local facilities
such as libraries, medical surgeries and council offices as well as
live departure boards for bus routes.
The system was developed out of the planning department where
it was piloted to allow officers of the council to retrieve information
about both current and historical planning applications in Barnet.
The system is seen as a good mechanism for delivering
information to the public under the Freedom of Information Act
and this is backed up by positive feedback from both internal and
external users as well as monitored requests for around 10,000
data requests per day. Barnet plans to increase the number of
users by expanding the service into schools and providing a
search facility for the metadata. The system can be used by
visiting www.maps.barnet.gov.uk.
The final paper of these two fascinating sessions was given by
Ed Parsons, Chief Technology officer at the Ordnance Survey. Ed
described how most of what the OS does is the collection,
manipulating and maintaining of the UK’s national digital
database. The database contains over 5 million individual
features with its own lifecycle.

[people] want cheaper,
more timely and
accurate vector based
maps without having to
pay for licences

the OS receives no
funding from the
taxpayer with 60% of its
revenue coming from
the private sector

Contrary to common belief among the public, the OS receives no
funding from the taxpayer with 60% of its revenue coming from
the private sector. In 2004–05 the organisation returned a £9.2m
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Cambridge’s colleges boast
some of the finest
architecture…

profit on turnover of almost £115m and paid £800,000 back to the
treasury in dividends.

In the hurricane
devastated Gulf area of
the United States the
most up to data
mapping in the US
database is 1979 vintage
and the most up-to-date
photographic imagery
dates from 1994

Ed claimed quite clearly that “free” geodata does not exist since
no matter how it is collected effort is involved and resources must
be spent both in collecting it and in ongoing terms if that data is to
be successfully maintained. In the case of the OS, Ed revealed
that the collection and maintenance of the national digital
database costs around £106m each year. This involves extremely
expensive infrastructure with aerial survey costs and 300
surveyors on the ground, all of which allows OS to represent
within the database 99.6% of significant real world features within
6 months of their completion.
Ed completed his presentation by comparing the record of the
UK’s national mapping agency with the mapping products
available in the USA, a market widely perceived to provide free
geodata. In the hurricane devastated Gulf area of the United
States the most up-to-date mapping in the US database is 1979
vintage and the most up-to-date photographic imagery dates
from 1994. The United States Geological Survey currently spends
only £70m on database maintenance activities and has to fight
every year for the release of federal funds to allow that to continue.
By contrast, in the UK, the OS budget is financed from its
commercial activities and funding is therefore not dependent on
politicians. Ed’s conclusion was that there is indeed NO such
thing as a “free” lunch in geodata.
A panel discussion followed these two sessions with delegates
asking questions and making comments on the issues raised by
the presentations.
Gary Haley
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… and one of the most
sustainable cities in the UK

SESSION 5
APPROACHES TO MAKING AND
PUBLISHING MAPS
Mapping Our Walk to School Dr Andrew Hull (Reader in
Countryside Management, LJMU) & Peter Molyneux (Liverpool
City Council) School
A fascinating presentation, video and display of a unique
community mapping project culminating in a series of maps
produced by children in which they have identified their perceived
road hazards within their school catchment area. SOC member
Phil Cubbin was involved in the original project which has now
evolved into a module accredited to the Childrens’ University and
has led to a partnership between Liverpool City Council, Liverpool
John Moores University and fifteen primary schools in north
Liverpool. The series of maps (some as large as 5–10 metres in
length) all in a different and unique style and design, have been
compiled into a new Atlas about to be launched in Liverpool. The
work was undertaken by children from the original concept,
through to design and digital production, a remarkable and
refreshing approach to cartography.

The work was
undertaken by children
from the original
concept, through to
design and digital
production, a
remarkable and
refreshing approach to
cartography

Designs on Community Mapping: (re)cycling and
walking Chris Perkins, Anna Z. Thomson and Nick Scarle
(University of Manchester)
A very smooth and slick ‘triple-act’ from Chris, Anna and Nick
presenting their research on cycling and walking maps of the city
designed to encourage a more healthy lifestyle. The presentation
concentrated on the City of Manchester and the creation of
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Don Williams considers the
merits of taking that punt
out for a spin!

Now thirty years later
[orienteers] are still
actively and
enthusiastically
producing their own
maps, except now in a
fully digital environment
using mapping and
graphics software

alternative community-based maps employing methods taking
advantage of the direct involvement of users in the design
process. The process of route selection – on road and off road –
was described as was symbol design and layout by way of test
maps presented to focus groups of cyclists. This is an on-going
Community Mapping Project funded until 2006, a good example
of user participation in the cartographic design process.

Map-making for Orienteers: John Ward (Norfolk
Orienteering Club)
John Ward presented an interesting overview of the ground

surveying and photogrammetric procedures used for the
collection of base topographic data and some of the
important minor features such as knolls and pits required to
be shown on orienteering maps. I recall being involved in
producing some of the first orienteering maps in Scotland
during the 1970s and training amateur orienteers how to
produce their own maps by scribing and masking techniques.
Now thirty years later they are still actively and enthusiastically
producing their own maps, except now in a fully digital
environment using mapping and graphics software such as
O-Cad combined with digital photography and imagery. It was
also interesting to see the unusual categorisation of land uses
adopted for orienteering such as walk, run and fight.
Mike Shand
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John Abrahams in front of
Andrew McNair’s digital
redrawing of Faden’s 1797
map of Norfolk, the largest
Wallis Award entry ever?

SESSION 6 HISTORICAL CARTOGRAPHY
Delegates to the 2003 Summer School in Reading may remember
the presentation given by Humphrey Southall about the Digital
Vision of Britain through Time. Humphrey’s welcome return to SoC
in Cambridge was aimed at providing delegates with an update on
the project and specifically how the project has evolved since 2003.
The web-based historical GIS provides a searchable database of
census reports, place name authorities and administrative
boundaries as well as three georeferenced editions of the 1 inch
OS mapping of Britain and land use mapping including
watercolours of Dudley Stamp’s “missing” maps of upland
Scotland.
The object relational database is structured so that a conventional
GIS is not used. The system uses footprints and links implemented
using Oracle technology to link to the maps. The integrity of the
data is maintained by a source documentation system which
“knows” the origin of each value in the database and this allows
links to maps, traveller’s tales and a gazetteer to be maintained.

The web-based
historical GIS provides a
searchable database …
of the 1 inch OS
mapping of Britain and
land use mapping
including watercolours
of Dudley Stamp’s
“missing” maps of
upland Scotland

Emma Sutton from EDINA then gave a presentation about the
introduction of a new historic map service from EDINA. The
service provides access to the Ordnance Survey county series
published between the 1800s and 1945 at 1:10560 and 1:2500.
The maps have been reprojected to the National Grid and merged
seamlessly and recut into National Grid tiles. Emma explained
that, unfortunately, the marginalia had been removed as part of
the scanning process so a significant amount of useful
information is not now available.
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The Mathematical Bridge
leads to Queens’ stunning
Old Hall

Faden’s map is
important as it shows
how Norfolk’s land
would have appeared
before the enclosures
which peaked in Norfolk
between 1800 and 1820.
This landscape would
not have changed for
perhaps 400 years
before that date.

The work involved in providing the service, which is available only
for education customers, was not without problems. Not all the
tiles match seamlessly as there were problems with edge
matching in some cases, and there are variations in overlapping
areas where maps were prepared by teams working in adjacent
counties.
There is a download service available as well as support material
including two chapters from the Charles Close Society/Dr
Richard Oliver publication Ordnance Survey Maps.
The final paper in this session was given by Andrew McNair, a
retired GP who, following a university course, has embarked on a
huge project to recreated William Faden’s 1797 1 inch map of
Norfolk. Andrew explained how, even today, Faden’s map is
important as it shows how Norfolk’s land would have appeared
before the enclosures which peaked in Norfolk between 1800 and
1820. This landscape would not have changed for perhaps 400
years before that date.
Andrew’s map is a faithful reproduction except for the hatching
which tended to obscure other detail. It was produced using
digital techniques (Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator) and depicts
accurately the commons and rivers as well as Faden’s original
errors. The use of layers greatly improves the usability of the map
but the map has yet to be georectified to the same trigonometric
basis as used by the OS in the 1830s. The map can be viewed at
www.fadensmapofnorfolk.co.uk.
Gary Haley
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SESSION 7 MAPPING THE ENVIRONMENT
Following on from his preview paper presented in the April 2005
issue of this Newsletter, Stephan Harrison gave a superbly
illustrated presentation on how researchers are using imagery
from the Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection
Radiometer (ASTER) and Landsat 7 Enhanced Thematic Mapper
Plus (ETM+) to map glacial landforms in Patagonia, Chile.
Stephan began by explaining how glaciers are proxy climatic
indicators and that Patagonia is particularly important to scientists
who are interested in global climate change. With among the
highest precipitation and the fastest moving glaciers in the world
and a virtually unlimited fetch (uninterrupted wind flows) between
40° and 60° South, Patagonia can potentially yield a wealth of data
to enable scientists to better understand what drives the global
climate. However, because so much of the region is inaccessible,
remote sensing is being used to good effect in providing the data
necessary to analyse the changing environment in this part of the
world.
Conventional ground-based survey techniques are not possible
and with cloud cover making aerial photography impractical,
ASTER and ETM+ are used to derive imagery at 15m resolution
and with a 15–25m vertical scale to generate a DTM allowing the
first maps of the entire icefield to be produced. The maps are
being used to analyse the past limits of glacial advance and to
date past glacial events.

[ASTER mapping of]
Patagonia can
potentially yield a wealth
of data to enable
scietists to better
understand what drives
the global climate

Steve Coupe from the UK’s Environment Agency (EA) explained
why a flood map on the internet is important to planners, flood
hazard emergency services and the general public.
The EA examined options for its digital terrain model before
surveying the entire country using a side-looking X-band radar
flown at an altitude of 20,000 feet. The survey produced 1797 tiles
containing 40,000 5 metre cells with a 50cm vertical accuracy.
The data were verified against 322 ground truth sites around the
country and editing and modelling costing £220,000 was carried
out to remove large tree stands and to repair the loss of data due
to metallic reflection in urban areas.
Tidal modelling was more complex and cost around £330,000 but
has allowed both 100- and 1000-year flood projections to be
made available online. The online map will not differentiate
between tidal and fluvial projections but does show defences and
areas of benefit.
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Rosie Duncan is the local
organiser for next year’s
Summer School at Keele
University in Staffordshire

The final paper in this session was given by Sylvie Dubuc (Kings
College, London) who is working on a GIS-based analysis of
deforestation processes and human factors in the Western Ghats
area of India.

The work … focusses on
a biodiversity “hotspot”
which has seen a
massive reduction in
agricultural land over
the last 50 years

The work which forms part of an environmental and sustainable
development study of the Coorg District focusses on a
biodiversity “hotspot” which has seen a massive reduction in
agricultural land over the last 50 years as farmers have responded
to coffee price highs in the 1980s and 1990s by replacing
traditional crops with cash crops. The population of the area
trebled between the 1940s and 1981, which has added to the
sensitivity of the region.
The project has seen satellite imagery converted to vector data
with 15 categories of ground cover classified and ArcInfo being
used to create a differences map. The results show that while
most dense forest lay within the reserved forest border in 1977, by
1997 a huge extension of coffee growing areas has become clear.
The mapping has revealed that 83.4% of forest loss has been due
to coffee growing with just 14.8% being due to the conversion of
forest land for general agricultural or housing use. The reserved
forest land has been generally preserved.
Gary Haley
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Gathering at Corpus Christi
prior to the short walk to
Queens’ College, venue for
the Annual Dinner

SESSION 8 THE WAY FORWARD
The final session of the week was entitled ‘The Way Forward’ and
was led off by Mike Smith from the Kingston Centre for GIS at
Kingston University. He described the concept of ‘Open Access
Journal Publishing’ and discussed methods of implementation
and copyright issues using the Journal of Maps as a case study.
Open Access publishing and copyright issues are becoming
increasingly important in academic publications involving
cartographic content and Mike outlined the economic and
practical benefits of this method of publishing as well as
highlighting some of the copyright problems and restrictions that
can affect cartographic publication. In doing so, he highlighted
Creative Commons,, which offers a flexible range of protections
and freedoms for authors and artists.

Open Access publishing
and copyright issues are
becoming increasingly
important in academic
publications involving
cartographic content

This was followed by Edward MacGillavry, a freelance
webmapper. His talk was entitled ‘Beyond just location: Dots,
bars and shades’. His work on collaborative mapping based in
The Netherlands has developed webmapping applications in
communities and his motto, which is reflected in his website,
http://www.webmapper.net is ‘what the map can be’. Some of
the Community initiatives were illustrated and to conclude, some
ideas about the future of cartography were offered. The most
relevant in the context of this talk is that the future will not be ‘IT
driven’ but ‘user driven’.
The final session of the 2005 Summer School, entitled ‘One small
step for 2 men, one giant leap for mapping’, was presented
by Professor Danny Dorling from the University of Sheffield.
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Winning quiz team “We Are
Shi’ite!” celebrate their
victory, with a clear 5-point
margin

… it was clear that here
was a map projection
that is capable of
producing interesting
results with an
impressive visual impact

The creation of a new density-equalizing map projection by two
academics from the University of Michigan, Michael Gastner
and Mark Newman has provided cartographers with an exciting
map projection that allows the representation of data, such as
population statistics, to be shown in a size proportional to its value
rather than the geographical area of the enumeration unit, whilst
still retaining the correct geographical relationship. Many
examples of data were shown and it was clear that here was a
map projection that is capable of producing interesting results
with an impressive visual impact. The creators of the projection
are happy for users to take advantage of free downloads from
their website http://www-personal.umich.edu/~mgastner/
Following the final presentation, Society Chairman, Steve
Chilton, offered some final thoughts on the 2005 Cambridge
Summer School. He thanked the organisers for their efforts in
putting on such a successful event and concluded by hoping to
see everyone at the 2006 Summer School at Keele University next
September.
Huw Dobson
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MEMBERS’ SESSION
This session incorporated short (10 minute) presentations by
members and delegates.
Bill Johnston: Bill described how to produce a map quickly and
efficiently within a tight publication deadline and a rather brief
‘brief’ from the customer. The map in question, of Portsmouth, the
Solent and the Isle of Wight, was required to be incorporated in
and to illustrate a tourist brochure. His brief for the map was
somewhat usual – all names in the brochure must appear on the
map, however several had no known or precise location and the
name Southampton was NOT to appear anywhere on the map!
Bill succeeded in meeting his deadline and produced a simple
but effective map despite the unusual brief.
Lawrence Penny: Lawrence’s principal interests include
typography and photography. He described a system he is
developing which aims to store information about when and
where photographs are taken. He explained that navigation
around large picture libraries can be problematic and
demonstrated SnapMap, software which aims to make the
process more usable by recording information on location,
orientation, date, time, zoom and even the angle of the camera.

… the name
Southampton was NOT
to appear anywhere on
the map!

Claire Ivison: Claire gave a brief insight to the increasing
popularity and use of international and local ‘Green Maps’ and
their particular use of map symbols. She explained that they had
first been produced in New York in 1992 as a way of raising the
issue of the environment prior to the UN Earth Summit held in Rio
de Janeiro in that year. In 1995 a green map system was designed
to aid mapmakers which included icons and symbols grouped in
categories. There are now 310 green map projects in more than
40 countries.
For further information see: www.greenmap.com;
www.greenmap.com/home/icons.html;
www.greenmap.com/mwd; www.greenapplemap.com;
www.london-green-map.org/; www.london21.org;
www.kingston.ac.uk/sustainability
Matt Taylor: Matt described how preparatory work is underway
for a project to provide access to nutritious food within a
reasonable distance from peoples’ homes in Scotland. He
described the problems of how postcode and delivery data points
are being used to analyse the variation in access to large
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foodstores across Scotland using data from various sources
including local authorities and health boards.

The [Plym Valley cycle
route] forms part of the
10,000-mile National
Cycle Network which
links communities
across the UK

John Abraham: John demonstrated the Plym Valley cycle route
website which he had created using ‘clickable’ maps showing the
land use, geology and facilities found along the route. There are
three linked maps which cover the seven mile route between
Plymouth and Clearbrook. The route forms part of the 10,000-mile
National Cycle Network which links communities across the UK.
For
more
information
see
his
website
at:
http://www2.plymouth.ac.uk/PlymValley/
Mike Wood: Mike, despite bringing the wrong PowerPoint file,
was able to describe his current project which aims to test 3D
Terrain Models as an aid to wayfinding in the mountains. He has
created very detailed terrain models of 12 sections of the Scottish
landscape and aims to analyse whether a user can better judge
distance and gradient using a DTM or more conventional 2dimensional mapping.

QUIZ
This year’s quiz followed the usual format with a wide variety of
questions requiring some knowledge of the local area around
Cambridge and its colleges along with more general knowledge.
The quiz was won, with a clear margin of 5 points, by Nick Scarle
and Chris Perkins of the University of Manchester, Alex Kent from
Canterbury Christ Church University College and Chris Franklin
from UWE, collectively known as “We Are Shi’ite!”.

WALLIS AWARD
The 2005 Wallis Award was won by Wendy Price of Wendy Price
Cartographic Services for two postcard maps of the Isle of Skye
and the Island of Mull. The postcards, aimed at the tourist industry,
adopted Wendy’s now familiar style of maps which use traditional
airbrushing techniques to portray Scotland’s unique landscape to
great effect. The hill colouring artwork is scanned at high resolution
before adding additional cartographic details digitally. Wendy wins
a cheque for £100 generously donated by David Wallis.
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WORKSHOPS AND EXCURSIONS
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

This year’s Wallis Award was
won by Wendy Price for her
beautiful maps of the Isle of
Skye and Mull in Scotland

After a pleasant walk through Cambridge, we arrived at the
striking library building which was designed in the 1930s by Giles
Gilbert Scott. We were welcomed by Anne Taylor, Head of the
Map Department.
The Map Library contains more than 1,000,000 maps, plus atlases
and books on cartography. As one of the six legal deposit
libraries, Cambridge is entitled to claim a copy of every book and
map published in Britain.
We were shown to the Map Department Reading Room where
Anne had set out an interesting selection of maps and atlases. I
was allowed to make notes but only using a pencil, as that is a
Map Room rule. We were shown a 1610 map of Cambridgeshire
by John Speed which is considered one of the Map Library’s
greatest treasures. There was also their only Portolan chart
(depicting Crete) which, until recent research indicated a date of
about 1650, had been thought to be much older.

As one of the six legal
deposit libraries,
Cambridge is entitled to
claim a copy of every
book and map
published in Britain

The Map Library acquires both modern and antiquarian maps,
and aims to have coverage of the whole world at 1:200,000. There
is an extensive collection of OS mapping. The legal deposit
system does not cover digital data, but at present the Library
receives an annual snapshot of OS data from which they can
produce prints.
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Mike Wood entertains
delegates at the Annual
Dinner

The Map Library
acquires both modern
and antiquarian maps,
and aims to have
coverage of the whole
world at 1:200,000

The Map Library is open to the public as well as to staff and
students. All too soon our visit was over and Anne was thanked
for hosting such an enjoyable afternoon.
Claire Ivison

BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY

a potted history of the
mapping of the
continent over the years
was given …
highlighting how little
detailed mapping of the
area has been possible
to date and emphasising
the need for cooperation
between nations … in
the region
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A small fleet of taxis whisked away bands of intrepid cartographic
explorers on this year’s Summer School visit to the headquarters
of the British Antarctic Survey. After the now seemingly customary
security checks and name-badging we were greeted by SoC
delegate and host for the day Peter Fretwell. Through corridors,
showing images of the harsh but beautiful landscape in which this
hardy band of scientists chooses to ply its particular trade, we
were shown to the heart of what we had come to see, the offices
of the Mapping and GIS Group (MAGIC). A short introduction to
the group, its role within the Survey and a potted history of the
mapping of the continent over the years was given by the group’s
leader Adrian Fox, highlighting how little detailed mapping of the
area has been possible to date and emphasising the need for
cooperation between nations involved with mapping in the region.
Peter Fretwell, ably assisted by GIS manager Paul Cooper,
outlined the work of the cartographic and GIS members of the
group and emphasised the need for a range of products
produced often at short notice. These range from 3D
visualisations of local Antarctic topography to more traditional
‘travel’ maps of survey areas, primarily around the area of the
Rothera Research Station and the Antarctic Peninsula, required
by scientists and visitors to this very particular and unusual
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A snowmobile used by the
British Antarctic Survey
That should beat the
cambridge traffic
(Photo courtesy of
Rosie Duncan)

environment. This talk was followed by an explanation, by Alison
Cook and Andreas Cziferszky, of some of the advances and
techniques involved in collecting aerial photographic and digital
elevation data for the production of DEMs using Arcview and
ArcScene software.
Overall this was an enjoyable and informative visit and quite an
eye-opener as to some of the challenges and difficulties facing
those mapping in such harsh but spectacular surroundings.
Drew Ellis

WALKING TOUR OF CAMBRIDGE’S COLLEGES
Having finished lunch in the College Refectory, 16 cartographers
gathered in the entrance to Corpus Christi College before making
their way to the Tourist Information Centre where we met Jeanette
who would be our Tour Guide for the afternoon. After a brief
explanation of the history and development of Cambridge as an
urban and business centre, she led us back towards Corpus
Christi, via The Eagle public house. This pub was known to many
of the delegates as it had been visited during the previous two
evenings, but did they know The Eagle is owned by Corpus Christi
College and student accommodation can still be found on the
first floor over looking the courtyard? They say it has its own ghost
who is happy if a certain window is left open, and that the
scientists who discovered DNA in the Cavendish Laboratories
opposite celebrated their success in The Eagle.

The Eagle pub is owned
by Corpus Christi
College and student
accommodation can still
be found on the first
floor over looking the
courtyard. They say it
has its own ghost who is
happy if a certain
window is left open

A short walk took us to Pembroke College where Jeanette
explained the history behind many of the colleges, the first of
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which was Peterhouse (1284). The purpose of the colleges was to
provide accommodation and supervision of study for all students,
run by a Master with help from the Fellows (all single males) who
were also lecturers at the University. The students lived in college
for the whole of their time at Cambridge – study, social and
sporting activities all revolved around the College. Until the 1960s
all colleges were locked at 10pm, students had to wear a gown
and attend chapel. The rules have been relaxed now but still no
one except for the Master or a Fellow is allowed on the grass as
one delegate found out trying to take the perfect photo. The
chapel at Pembroke was designed by a young Sir Christopher
Wren, and the refectory décor is simple wood panelling and white
walls – very different from the dark gothic, Harry Potter style to be
found in the refectories in Corpus Christi or Queen’s Colleges.

Stopping to admire the
punting we wondered
whether we should have
included a punting trip
in the programme (and
how many delegates
would have returned
dry!).

We left Pembroke College, managing to cross the road whilst
avoiding the cars and more importantly the bicycles which
seemed to come from all directions with no intention of stopping.
As we wandered down St Mary’s Lane towards the river it became
very apparent that a large part of the centre of Cambridge is
occupied either by College or University buildings. Stopping to
admire the punting we wondered whether we should have
included a punting trip in the programme (and how many
delegates would have returned dry!).
Passing the small 17th century St Catherine’s College Jeanette
pointed out the building work that was taking place adjacent to
Corpus Christi – a new library is being built for Corpus Christi –
the college has some of the oldest books in the world in its library
and they require a controlled environment. Having negotiated all
the tourist groups outside the impressive King’s College we
arrived at Trinity College, founded in 1546 by Henry VIII. It is the
biggest and richest of all the colleges and has the highest
prestige – 30 Nobel Prize winners have been amongst the
residents over the years.
Jeanette’s description of life in Cambridge Colleges was both
informative and amusing. We all wished she had been in our
teams for the first round of the quiz the previous night.
Heather Browning

DEMONSTRATIONS
Simon Ruffle (Stride Design): Simon described how Flash based
mapping on the Shape Walks website is being used to promote a
series of short walks in Cambridge. At present the system
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contains around six walks although users can use the system to
create their own walks.
Mark Riches (Curious Software): Curious Software has
developed a mapping product which is able to deliver broadcast
quality mapping for the television news market. The software can
be used by staff to quickly generate animated mapping to
illustrate short news stories that allow viewers to better
understand the spatial relations between locations on the ground.
Andy Marchant (Memory Map): People engaged in route
planning now use conventional mapping less and are increasingly
using digital planning tools which offer more useful features such
as easily available information on distance travelled, height
gained and bearings of individual legs of routes. The data is
particularly useful for walkers and cyclists and Memory Map is
now officially recommended as a route planner by the Duke of
Edinburgh award scheme. Memory Map uses raster based
mapping together with a digital terrain model to allow users to
derive more detailed information about their planned route than
ever before.

Close relatives!
An impressive painting of
SoC Chair Steve Chilton
hangs in the dining hall of
Queens’ College as an old
fellow of Queens’ addresses
delegates in his after dinner
speech

Paul Spoerry wins the
sweepstake on the length
of Steve’s speech (exactly
17 minutes)

Jenny Lynn (LaserScan): Jenny provided a brief introduction to
Cambridge-based LaserScan and described the company’s
“Clarity” software which aims to achieve automatic generalisation
of map data. She described how data needs to be “fit for
purpose” and how it is processed using Radius Topology to
correct the data prior to processing to achieve the necessary level
of generalisation for the scale and purpose of the map.
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The food was exceptional…
and the wine was pretty
good too…

Memory Map is now
officially recommended
as a route planner by
the Duke of Edinburgh
award scheme

Iain Sansome (Simmons Aerofilms): Steve demonstrated
“Pictometry” which allows oblique aerial photography to be used
by emergency services and other users who need specific georeferenced information, mainly in urban areas. The software was
developed following 9/11 and is compatible with most GIS
systems. He also illustrated GeoViewer Gold, a freely available
downloadable package for viewing digital aerial photography with
a resolution of up to 1.2cm.
Desmond Sruijt (Mapping Worlds): Desmond stopped by on his
way to the United Nations in New York and showed delegates
some cartograms which have been developed for a UN
Population Atlas. The maps, while representing data by varying
the area of each mapping unit (usually countries), almost uniquely
manage to maintain the shape of each country so that the
cartogram is instantly recognisable as a map of the world.

ANNUAL DINNER/CEILIDH
This year’s annual dinner and ceilidh was held in the beautiful
surroundings of the Old Hall of Queens’ College. Situated close
to our accommodation at Corpus Christi, delegates were able to
enjoy the short stroll down to the Mathematical Bridge and into
the impressive hall. Guests were served with drinks during a short
reception before taking their seats for an excellent dinner.
Gary Haley
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…which no doubt
contributed to an
entertaining evening during
the ceilidh which followed

EVENTS
‘MAPS AND SOCIETY’
The Warburg Institute
Fifteenth Series: 2005-2006
A series of lectures in the history of cartography will take place in
the coming months. Convened by Catherine Delano Smith
(Institute of Historical Research) and Tony Campbell (formerly
Map Library, British Library), the meetings are held on selected
Thursdays at The Warburg Institute, University of London, Woburn
Square, London WC1H OAB at 5.00 pm. Admission is free and
refreshments are provided. All are most welcome.
Enquiries should be directed to Dr Delano Smith by telephoning
+44 (0) 20 8346 5112 or by emailing Tony Campbell at
t.campbell@ockendon.clara.co.uk

A series of lectures in
the history of
cartography will take
place in the coming
months

Forthcoming events
‘The Military Imperative for Town Mapping: Galway City, Ireland,
1580s to 1740s’. November 3 2005 Dr Jacinta Prunty (Department
of Modern History, National University of Ireland, Maynooth)
‘A Contextual Interpretation of the World Map by Iskandar-Sultan
(d. 1414) in the Topkapi Saray, Istanbul’. November 17 2005.
Dr Sonja Brentjes (Aga Khan Institute, London)
‘Medieval andModern: the Hereford Mappa Mundi (c.1290) on
Display’. January 19 2006. Dr Alessandro Scafi (University of
Bologna, Italy); Professor Dan Terkla (Illinois Wesley College,
U.S.A.); Dominic Harbour (Hereford Cathedral, Hereford, U.K.)
‘Cartographic Intelligence and the French Navy in the Caribbean,
c.1679-1711’. Emeritus Professor Bruce Lenman (University of St
Andrews) February 16 2006. Meeting sponsored by the
Hakluyt Society
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Minutes of 41st Annual General Meeting
Cambridge University
Tuesday 6th September 2005
Members present: 35.
Apologies: C. Clark; L. McKay; B. Rogers; J. Quinn; and L. Wright.
Chair S. Chilton requested any further nominations for Committee before opening the meeting.
The meeting opened at 19.00pm

1. Chair's Introduction
Society Chair S. Chilton welcomed all to the 41st AGM of the Society, especially anyone attending for
the 41st time, or for the first time. He thanked local organisers O. Tucker, I. Agnew, P. Stickler and their
Cambridge colleagues, for providing such a stimulating conference and added that he hoped the high
increase in delegate numbers were a reflection on the quality of the programme. Thanks were also
given to the work of the Committee over the past year and in particular the involvement of some of its
newer and younger members. Finally he welcomed any requests from members wishing to become
directly involved in taking the Society forward and help shape its future.

2. Minutes of the 40th AGM held at University of Bristol, Tuesday 7rd
September 2004 and matters arising.
D.Ellis: Item 5 paragraph 3 line 4 ‘mad’ to read ‘made’ and paragraph 6 line 3 ‘Scholl’ to read ‘School’.
There was no further matters arising and the minutes were adopted.
Proposed: H. Browning Seconded: H. Dobson
The minutes were duly signed by the Chair S. Chilton.

3. Society Reports (full reports presented to AGM and published
separately)
(a) Hon. Secretary’s Report - presented by Hon. Secretary M. Shand.
(b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report - presented by Hon. Treasurer G. Allsopp.
(including Publicity Report – P. Cubbin)
(c) Bulletin Editor’s Report - presented by acting Bulletin Editor S. Chilton.
(including Newsletter Report - G. Haley; Bulletin Subs. Report – T.Absalom)
(d) Membership Secretary’s Report - presented by H. Browning.
Following the presentation of the Society reports, the Chair S. Chilton invited comments from the floor.
Treasurer G. Allsopp recommended that Independent Examiner G. Nowell FCA be re-elected for 20056, there were no objections.
R. Parry enquired if it was still Bulletin policy to encourage advertisers. S. Chilton replied that it was still
undertaken (eg Avenza MaPublisher in last Volume £160) but finding advertisers was proving difficult,
he added that P. Cubbin was to undertake the task.
There were no further comments from the floor on the Society Reports:
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Chair S. Chilton called for acceptance of the Reports en bloc.
Proposed: M. Wood Seconded: T. Fearnside

4. Election of 2005-2006 Committee.
No new nominations had been received for the following posts, all were willing to stand again for reelection:
Chair: S. Chilton
Hon. Secretary: M. C. Shand
Hon. Treasurer: G. Allsopp
Membership Secretary: H. Browning
Bulletin Subscriptions: T. Absalom
Newsletter Editor: G. Haley
Committee Member: D. Ellis
Committee Member: O. Tucker
The above nominees were duly elected to the Society Committee for 2005-6.
Proposed: P. Carter Seconded: T. Aspden
No nominations had been received for the following post: Bulletin Editor and Review Editor
Acting Bulletin Editor appealed to the members to consider applying for the two posts and added that
a Job Description for the Bulletin Editor’s post was available.
Acting Review Editor Bob Parry gave a brief outline of the task of Review Editor and also offered a
book and 2 atlases for review by the end of November.

5. SOC Action Plan
Society Chair S. Chilton informed the members that the Action Plan (as published in the April 2005
Newsletter) was on-going and beginning to show benefits to the Society financially and through
publicity of the Summer School website.

6. SOC/BCS matters
S. Chilton reported that as Chair of the SOC he had e-mailed BCS President Seppe Cassettari with an
invite to present on ‘future cartography’ or participate in the Cambridge Summer School together with
some comments on SOC/BCS co-operation including the UK GeoForum and future joint events.
Disappointingly no reply has been received to date from the BCS President so there is no progress to
report. T. Fearnside added that an invite to the SOC Chair to join a BCS Education Committee meeting
had not been forthcoming during the past year due to the inaction of this committee as a result of the
‘dire times’ being experienced in UK cartographic education.
H. Dobson enquired of the Committee view to SOC/BCS joint events and closer co-operation. S.
Chilton replied that the Committee had discussed the rationale for joint events and further co-operation
but the current upturn in Society finance and Summer School numbers resulting from the Action Plan
had reduced the pressure to push forward SOC/BCS actions. He added that there had not been an
appropriate opportunity at present for a joint event, however an unofficial comment that BCS may wish
to have 2007 considered as a joint event, may be forthcoming. It was noted that Portsmouth has
already been offered to SOC as a venue for 2007. M. Wood commented that SOC/BCS issues had
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been discussed since Reading in 2003 and that both Societies had produced a Strategic or Action
Plan since and that while no formal documents had been exchanged some informal approaches had
taken place. M. Shand added that the BCS 2004 AGM minutes indicated that there was ‘no clear wish
from members that a BCS/SOC merger be effected’ but that ‘BCS continues to actively promote its
relationship with SOC and other related organisations’. T. Fearnside commented that like SOC, BCS
had found that action on their Strategic Plan had improved their situation and future direction. G. Haley
informed those present that the recent Committee meeting approved that SOC also make an
approach to other societies such as the Association of Archaeological Illustrators. B. Johnson
suggested that members should be aware that there are two separate issues under discussion SOC/BCS joining to become one Society; and both Societies collaborating in joint annual Summer
Schools or Symposia – and added that members should not confuse the two issues. H. Dobson
commented on SOC/BCS issues and was concerned that the BCS President had not replied to our
Society Chair S. Chilton’s recent communication, that given the discussions in the past year or so,
BCS had not invited the SOC Chair to participate in any recent events and that SOC were not included
in the UK GeoForum list of Societies. He added that given the changing climate for both societies, it
would send the right message if SOC were to propose that a joint SOC/BCS event should be
organised on a 5 year cycle for example, rather than having to organise on a short turn around basis
as and when circumstances for either Society demanded.

7. Any other business duly notified
Rosie Duncan gave a brief outline of what was she was proposing for the 2006 Summer School at
Keele and highlighted some of the facilities that would be on offer to delegates. Society member A.
Lawrence would also be part of the local organising team.
Society President informed those present that over 1600 delegates and 4000 exhibitors attended the
ICA meeting in La Coruna, Spain earlier this year and that a motion to change the name of ICA was
rejected.
There being no other business, Chair S. Chilton thanked those present for their contributions and
closed the meeting at 19.55 pm.
M.Shand
Hon. Secretary

Honorary Secretary’s Report 2004-05
Presented to the 41st Annual General Meeting
Un iversity of Cambridge
Tuesday 6 September 2005
The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at the University of Bristol. Thanks go to Drew
Ellis, Jon Tooby and their colleagues for providing delegates with another well organised and successful
event.
The 2003-4 Wallis Award for ‘excellence in cartography’ was awarded to Mike Shand for his “Thorisjokull
Glacier Map”.
Two formal Committee meetings were held during the year at the University of Cambridge, one in April and
another here this week.
Finally the 2006 Summer School will be held at the University of Keele and a number of options are currently
being considered for the 2007 and 2008 Summer School. Other offers would be most welcome.
M.C. Shand
(Honorary Secretary)
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Honorary Treasurer's Report for the financial year ending 30 June 2005
This is my sixth full Treasurer’s report, and I am delighted to report that in the past twelve months up to 30
June 2004 the Society has returned an operating surplus of £4,154.
The accounts have been prepared by our new independent examiner Gillian Nowell. In her accompanying
statement she reports that whilst there has been a significant increase in income, expenditure has
decreased over the past twelve months, and this has meant the Society has recorded an operating surplus
amounting to £4,154. This gives the Society current Net Assets of £12,532.
Income increased by £3,583 (64%) over the year; both memberships and Bulletin subscriptions effectively
remained static, the increase resulting from surpluses from Summer Schools – Reading 2003 (£2,131) and
Bristol 2004 (£1,000).
Expenditure also decreased by £1,715 (26%). As last year, producing one Bulletin volume a year has made
a significant impact on expenditure, and this year we have benefited from the decision to move to an alldigital newsletter. The only other item of note within Expenditure is the increase in Administration and
Committee Expenses (£659) – this was largely due to the establishment of the new limited company by
guarantee.
One other item of note is the advance to next year’s Summer School (Keele 2006). Gillian recommended
that this be listed as a Sundry Debtor of £661 on page 5, which should be repaid in financial year 2006/7.
In summary, the Society is finally starting to recoup financial gains from the hard work and hard decisions
that it has had to make over the past few years. The most significant point to note is that although Summer
School surpluses made a significant contribution to the overall surplus, the Society would still have returned
a surplus of £1,023 without any contribution from Summer Schools. This is the first time since 1999 that the
Society has been able to do this, and an indication that the Society may finally be achieving financial
stability.
Gillian notes in her report that the Society does not appear to need consider raising subscriptions for the
forthcoming year, but consideration should be given to raising subscriptions for the year 2006/7, and I
would welcome any comments on this matter.
Again we have experienced delays in the formation of the limited company by guarantee which will protect
individual officers in the event of bankruptcy; we are imminently expecting formal notice of the company’s
formation, and I may be able to confirm this at the AGM. Just to remind members, the limited company will
be wholly owned by the Society and would be liable in the event of bankruptcy rather than individual officers;
this structure is now recommended by the Charity Commission for all charities. The Trustees (Directors) of
the new company on formation will comprise the current committee, but there will be opportunities for
members to stand as Trustees at future AGMs. We hope that the limited company will have Charity
Commission registration by the 2006 AGM where the Trustees will ask the Society to approve transfer of
assets to the Society of Cartographers Limited.
It is the Trustees intention that in future the Society will bank with CAF (Charities Aid Foundation) Bank,
which offers far more beneficial banking terms for charities. In light of this, registration for Gift Aid has been
suspended, pending the creation of the charitable limited company and establishment of the appropriate
new bank accounts. Gift Aid can be retrospectively reclaimed for at least five years.
Finally, can I pay my traditional note of thanks to Membership Secretary Heather Browning and Bulletin
Subscriptions Manager Tim Absalom for all their hard work. On behalf of the Membership Secretary and
myself, can I again thank all members who ensured that they paid their correct subscriptions by bank
standing orders. Could I ask that all members take a moment when they return home to check that they are
paying the correct amount for the forthcoming membership year which starts next month (£20 for full
members; £11 for student members). As always, I would encourage all members to pay their subscription
through a bank by standing order (and, of course, forms for this purpose are always available from the
Membership Secretary).
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Acting Bulletin Editor's Report
I have now produced 33 issues of the Bulletin, the last one (a combined Vol 38 parts 1 and 2) coming out
in January 2005. Last year I remained up to date, if you allow for the fact that vol 38 part 1 was deliberately
delayed 6 months. I was pleased with vol 38, as it was particularly strong in content – reflecting some of the
excellent papers from the Bristol conference.

The future
The next volume is due AFTER the Summer School, thus using the traditional part 2 December production
slot. However, I resigned as Editor two AGMs ago in order to be nominated as Chair, and I have
subsequently appealed for a new Editor to step forward. Unfortunately, no one has done so. Therefore, the
committee has established a temporary arrangement whereby I will edit this issue and Gary Haley will do
the design, DTP layout, and supervise the production side. However, I do feel that I can only carry on for so
long doing the jobs of both Chair and Bulletin Editor. This has been quite evident as my time has been
consumed with programme matters for this summer school – sometimes to the detriment of my
departmental work.

Volume 39/1 and 39/2
Volume 39 Nos 1 and 2 is in gestation. There is one main article already in from someone who couldn’t
present at Cambridge, plus one already from a presenter at Cambridge, and I will be chasing all those
papers we have had this week. I really need a good cross-section of articles from this conference to make
it viable. I then just need the filler material. I am constantly putting together the Computers in Cartography
section myself (mainly CARTO-SOC downloads, and some press releases about products). Optimistically,
it will be ready to publish by the end of Nov. If it comes out in Dec it will on time. However, I must say again
that waiting for so long between issues has lessened the impact of some of the supplementary material, as
it dates so quickly.

Thanks
Thanks go to Gary Haley for so ably doing the production work on the last issue and smoothly coordinating
with a new printer; to Bob Parry for his excellent coordination of the reviews section; and to colleagues on
the committee for distributing the Bulletin.
Steve Chilton

Membership Secretary’s Report
The main activity of the past year has been to update the database containing details of the membership
and to chase non- payers of subscriptions.
On the 1st July 2005 the membership database contained the details of 236 people, including 6 Honorary,
7student and102 fully paid-up members, plus 121 members who still owed membership subscriptions.
July was spent contacting all the members by post – sending out receipts or reminders of subscriptions
owed to the Society. A change of details form and a standing order form were also enclosed.
I have received replies from 153 people – outstanding subscriptions (£ 802 in total) have been paid and
contact information has been received.
As a result of contacting all the members the following figures indicate the present state of the membership
numbers
Fully paid up members
Honorary members
Student members
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18 members have cancelled their membership and 4 letters were returned ‘gone away’. This still leaves 82
members who have not paid their full subscription to date.
35 either owe fees for 2004 / 05 or already have standing orders for the incorrect amounts. The remaining
(47 in total) owe for more than one year and will be removed from the database.
This will mean that the membership of the society will be reduced in numbers but will hopefully represent a
more accurate picture.
Good news about new members – over the past 11 months 8 people have joined, most popular method of
payment is via the on-line system PayPal. This figure does not include the new members that have joined
this month as part of the Summer School fee. On behalf of all the members I would like to welcome all 18
of you to membership of the Society of Cartographers and we look to meeting you here and at future SoC
events.
As a result of asking members to complete a ‘change of details’ form I am able to produce an accurate
membership directory. We hope to publish this via the members only section of the Society’s website. If you
are unable to access the internet, a hard copy of the directory can be obtained on request to a member of
the committee.
I make the annual plea to members who are still paying their subscriptions by cheque to seriously consider
paying by standing order. Also if you can supply me with an email address this will allow receipts and other
information to be sent as attachments, all this will help in reducing the postage bill.
Heather Browning

Bulletin Subscription Manager's Report
1. Volume 38 despatched to Bulletin Subscribers and Society Members on 21 February 2005.
2. Bulletin Subscription income 2005 (up to August): £2535.00
3. 108 Bulletin subscribers for Volume 39
– 102 paying subscribers (total104 bulletins)
– 6 complimentary subscribers listed below (total 10 bulletins)
– Agency for Legal Deposit Libraries (x5)
– Bela Pokoly, Ministry of Agriculture, Hungary
– British Library, UK
– Elsevier/GEO Abstracts, UK
– Photogrammetric Record, UK
– Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia
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4. 10 Cancellations since Volume 37 (2003):
– University of Minnesota, USA
– Indiana University Library, USA
– Edge Hill College of Higher Education, UK
– Oxford University, UK
– University of Maryland, USA
– Bibliotheque Nationale de France, France
– Earth Sciences Info. Centre, Canada
– University of Arizona, USA
– Vicroads Library, Victoria, Australia
– Technion Institute of Technology, Israel
5. Four duplicate records deleted.
Tim Absalom

Publicity Manager's Report
I was not quite sure what to expect, or more importantly, what was expected on taking up this post. After a
year it is becoming clearer what the priorities are, as I see them falling into the following categories: •
•
•

Raise awareness of the Society
Assist/support local organiser publicise the current Summer School
Raise advertising revenue

Raising awareness of the Society is probably easier said than done! However, in doing so the other two
tasks will be better achieved. I see this as a long-term project of disseminating information to local &
national media with press releases commenting on topical issues with a cartographic slant. To have a
‘presence’ at relevant conferences & exhibitions. With this in mind a *SoC banner has been produced
which could be shipped out to venues where a member would be available to erect & return it. It is also
intended to send publicity posters to non-traditional outlets that may have a cartographic/GIS interest.
Publicity of Summer School is vital & once the venue is confirmed entries in journal/magazine ‘calendar of
events’ sought. Much of the work I have done this year has involved just this as well as contacting web
sources of publicity both at home & abroad. The contacts I have made this year need to be developed &
expanded upon.
Raising revenue is the least of the priorities, nice if you can get it, but if the first two objectives are successful
I am sure the third will follow.
Phil Cubbin
Anyone wishing to borrow the SoC’s publicity banner should contact me publicity@soc.org.uk with
details of the venue, duration & delivery address to which the banner should be sent.
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