
�

SoC Newsletter November 2009

NEWSLETTER
November 2009
Registered Charity No. 326285

CONTENTS
From the Chair 1

2009 Summer School 5

Wallis Award 25

Articles 28

In the News 30

Events 31

Society News 33

Caption Quiz 34

End Note 34

AGM Minutes 35

FROM THE CHAIR
Once again the time has come to distill recent SoC-related 
activity into a Chair’s Report, and once again I seem to be 
writing it butted up to a deadline and using a work-from-home 
day to squeeze it in.

A large proportion of the newsletter is taken up with reports 
from the SoC Summer School, which was recently held at the 
University of Southampton. Rightly so, as I feel that it was one 
of the best conferences we have held. Huge thanks to Alex 
Kent and his team, and all colleagues on the committee who 
pitched in where and when required. The dedication of Heather 
Browning in being the link between the local organisers and the 
committee, and in providing her organising experience to Alex 
deserves special mention. It is difficult to pick out highlights, 
but there were some superb presentations, and a nicely 
balanced programme – from Vanessa Lawrence’s keynote, 
through papers on a wide (yet linked) range of mapping topics, 
to technical workshops on such topics as Google mashing and 
using OpenLayers.

Prior to the SoC conference I had given a paper at the RGS 
conference. This was an invited paper in the Maps and Society 
strand that was convened by Chris Perkins and Martin Dodge. 
The paper was entitled “From cartography to neogeography”, 
and was a parallel story of my career and the develop of 
cartography (yeh yeh, I’ve heard the ‘went to school with 
Ptolemy?’ jokes). Just after SoC I presented another paper at 
the AGI conference entitled “Data in, Data Out - OpenStreetMap 
incorporates more data”, in the geoweb stream convened 
by Chris Osborne (who spoke at SoC). Attending these two 
conferences gave a nice counter-point to SoC, in that I am 
very comfortable and familiar with how that works, but was 
stepping out of my comfort zone in the other two. The whole 
thing about not knowing everyone, not knowing what your 
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audience were going to be like, and dealing with multiple 
stranded programmes all changed the experience. I know they 
are necessary at larger conferences, but I am not a great fan of 
multi-stranded programmes. The whole deciding what to see/
miss, audience moving on just as sessions start, variable size 
audience (often NOT directly related to the interestingness of 
the presentation) all take some getting used to.

And so on to the Big One – the ICA in Santiago. I travelled out 
to Chile with Alex Kent and Ken Field, which was brilliant as 
we seemed to have some common viewpoints, and where we 
didn’t some great craic was evident. Alex and I have agreed to 
write a longish report on the whole ICA conference experience 
for the upcoming Bulletin so will spare you too much just now. 
I was giving a paper entitled “Crowdsourcing is radically 
changing the geodata landscape” which was seen by some 

(not in the know obviously) as deeply prophetic (and by others 
as deeply pathetic). Why so? Well, I talked of the OS situation 
and how they might be forced by both politics and market 
forces to radically change their policies on data and licencing. 
Well blow me if on the very day I am talking the Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown doesn’t announce a sweeping policy change 
that it is demanding of the OS – namely that they should make 

University Campus, 
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certain OS data free. But not only that but Vanessa Lawrence 
(OS CEO) gave a keynote presentation the very next day at ICA. 
She had to incorporate news of this government edict, and was 
allowed an extended presentation slot in order to do so. It was 
just so bizarre to happen to be at the location halfway round 
the world when such a momentous announcement was made 
public. Alex and I had lunch the next day with Vanessa and 
had a very interesting off-the-record insight into the problems 
the organization is facing, and how they might deal with them. 
A sign of the times was that in the UK No10 Downing Street 
released a twitter message BEFORE the official press release 
on the matter! And then there were tweets galore, and blogs, 
and newspaper coverage – some of which seemed to distort 
the facts as they went along. I now await the outcome of the 
consultation with interest.

All this conference hopping has played havoc with my SoC 
Chair duties. I am afraid I have to apologise for the fact that I 
missed a UKGeoForum meeting whilst in Chile, and that I am 
having to miss a UKCarto Committee meeting next week due to 
pressure of work. I was flying the SoC flag at ICA and distributed 
some publicity material at appropriate times and to appropriate 
people.  I have only one obscure TV researcher request to 
report this time around; this time for recommendations for 
“most unaffected by modern society” places in the world for 
a team of adventurers to go and explore and map ‘live’. Given 
that they were concerned about supply lines to the team in the 
field, that they were planning to map with GPS devices, and 
that I was predominantly suggesting jungle/rainforest locations 
to them, I wasn’t holding out much hope for a programme ever 
appearing. My suggestion of employing my field mapping skills 
(ref: one week in Antigua) also seemed to fall on deaf ears!

I made reference at the SoC Summer School to a project to 
scan and release OS 7th series maps from my collection as 
they come out of copyright. Well this has come to fruition now 
and the results can be seen at http://steve8.dev.openstreetmap.
org/os7.htm. There are several more that have been scanned 
but not yet rectified (quite a detailed process). There are also 
a number of other sheets that come out of copyright on 1 Jan 
2009. As can be seen they are already being used as source 
material for the OpenStreetMap project. Quite what the future 
is of scanning the remainder remains in the balance at present. 
The incentive to spend the time (and spend the money on 
bureau scanning) MAY be lessened by whatever maps/data 
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are finally released by the OS. Even so, the resulting images 
are I feel a fine resource in their own right, and represent one of 
my favourite OS map stylings.

So, what does 2010 promise? Well personally LESS conference 
attendance I suspect, although I am already looking forward to 
working with Chris Perkins on Manchester 2010. In fact I will be 
working with Chris at another level as I have become a member 
of the ICA Commission on Maps and Society, and have agreed 
to take on a role of webmaster for that (or wikiman or blogbloke 
or whichever medium we end up using). I am sure there will be 
further radical changes in the mapping world. As I have said 
before it is encumbent on us cartographers to try to be in there 
affecting (or maybe effecting) the changes. 

Finally, I shall be channeling my energies into further work on 
the OS 6” series research project, and also blocking out time 
to edit a book, a contract for which I hope to shortly sign after 
a long period of gestation. I hope to see you – either in the old 
fashioned sense, or in the virtual e-sense – at some point as we 
navigate these interesting times.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Organisers of the 2009 Summer School -
Pam Baldaro, Alex Kent and Heather Browning

Steve Chilton

Future Summer 
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SUMMER SCHOOL REPORT

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON
7 - 9 September 2009

Opening and welcome - Steve Chilton, Society Chair

SESSION 1: EMERGENCY MAPPING 

Crisis Mapping: an overview  - Keir Clarke
Keir runs Google Maps Mania, a blog about mashups created with 
Google’s mapping capabilities.

His blog exhibits big spikes in activity during times of disaster – the 
outbreak of swine flu was a high point, other examples include the 
political revolt in Iran and the outbreak of bushfires in Australia.

Using the following example he illustrated the massive leaps 
forward over the last few years in terms of the complexity and 
immediacy of presenting spatial information. In 1988 PanAm flight 
103 was blown up and crashed into the small town of Lockerbie in 
Scotland; earlier this year Flight 1459 ditched in the Hudson River 
shortly after taking off from New York. He showed an example from 
the former of a static map, produced shortly after the incident, 
simply showing the location of Lockerbie. This was compared to 
a full 3D flight simulation of the Hudson River accident, complete 
with integrated audio of the conversation between the plane’s 
aircrew and the control tower – and all available within 24 hours!
Interestingly, a form of ‘secondary’ mapping has emerged based 
around our use of, and interest in, on-line data - organisations 

SUMMER SCHOOL
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such as Google have produced maps based upon the number 
of hits/level of interest a certain topic is provoking. The quoted 
example was swine flu; the idea being to try and predict the spread 
of the disease based upon the geographical distribution of people 
interrogating the search engine for information.

Copyright can still act as a brake on some sources of information, 
though crowdsourcing of data neatly sidesteps this issue – we 
were to hear a lot more of this topic as the conference unfolded.

Tim Absalom

Maps in action - Chris Phillips
Chris works in the geospatial research division of the Ordnance 
Survey, but in his ‘spare time’ is a volunteer with MapAction, 
a group of mapping specialists who deploy to any part of the 
world to help combat humanitarian disasters. All the (approx. 
40) volunteers are available at short notice and deployed with a 
dedicated set of equipment to produce hard copy maps. As he 
was speaking he told us that four volunteers were on their way to 
Burkino Faso, which was experiencing flooding that had displaced 
nearly 150,000 people.

At disaster zones such as this MapAction liaises with local contacts 
and teams, many of whom are initially unsure of what the team can 
provide. Their aim is to provide situational mapping within hours to 
help with the decision-making process – for example with flooding 
they may identify areas at risk of further flooding, so helping with 
short-term population relocation. This is done using conventional 
GIS software, but in the difficult arenas in which they work the simple 
paper map is still king – though accessing the power needed to 

http://
googlemapsmania.

blogspot.com/

Protect yourself 
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generate and print these out can be a challenge. They also add to 
the initial information from a variety of sources, encouraging aid 
workers and convoy drivers to keep their GPS units on, using this 
information to update their maps with invaluable information such 
as the identification of impassable routes or location of vulnerable 
isolated communities.

Once the local organisations understand what the MapAction team 
can do for them, their products are in great demand, and they 
have helped out in over 20 major emergency situations since the 
organisation’s foundation in 2004. Before leaving the disaster scene 
the MapAction representative will identify someone to undertake 
the task of mapping to ensure the vital work is continued. If that 
wasn’t enough they also provide training in GIS and other skills to 
disaster management organisations all over the globe – for good 
reason they are known as the ‘Blue Light’ service of the mapping 
world.

Tim Absalom / Jenny Kynaston

How HSE uses population data for hazard mapping and 
modelling - William Holmes
Will is a member of the GIS team at the HSL (Health and Safety 
Laboratory), who provide support to the HSE (Health and Safety 
Executive) in their bid to keep us all safe and sound at work – and 
equally importantly that our work is not putting others at risk.

One of their remits is to replicate and evaluate the effect of 
explosions, train crashes, gas plumes and other incidents, 

http://www.mapaction.
org/
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expressing the results as a measure of ‘societal risk’ – the measure 
of harm to a group of people. 

The National Population Database (NPD) is an ESRI ArcGIS based 
dataset developed for the HSE by Staffordshire University and 
is hosted, run and maintained by the HSL, a research agency 
of the HSE. They built in an enormous number of factors to the 
risk assessment. Time of day (determines the number of people 
‘at home’), transport factors (rush hour), vulnerable locations 
(hospitals, care homes) are just some of the criteria factored into 
the equation. The mapping is supplied by the Ordnance Survey 
whilst other government departments such as health, transport 
and prisons all contribute data. The NPD is a crucial resource in 
the process which provides population data from local (individual 
building level in some cases) to national level, and includes details 
of residential, workplace, retail and transport environments.

Modelling of this nature needs current data and some aspects of 
it, for example the population data (based on the 10 year census 
update), quickly become out-of-date which is one of the biggest 
headaches in the prediction and emergency planning process.

Tim Absalom / Bill Johnson

SESSION 2: 2D OR 3D MAPPING

Virtual Globe vs Interactive Map - Rich Treves, University ofRich Treves, University of 
Southampton
Rich’s paper provided an overview of the pros and cons of 
interactive web based mapping, debating the differing ways web-
based maps are used or created.

http://www.hsl.gov.uk/
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He demonstrated this by highlighting how maps on the web are 
used. Some he argued are “Maps with Added Web”, where the 
map is foremost and data are added interactively; for example 
adding spatial place markers linked to information, images, video 
or even creating virtual ‘fly-throughs’ using Google Earth maps. 
Using 3-D allows the user to highlight particular features whether 
it is landscape such as the example shown of Mt. St Helens, or 
recreating virtual 3-D buildings in ancient Rome. He also examined 
the use of virtual tours showing pre-recorded flights within Google 
Earth.

Alternatively “Web with Added Map”; the web page is central to 
accessing a variety of information about particular features or 
locations. In this case however, the map is a minor feature and not 
fundamental to the story.

Rich also explored the changing relationship of users regarding 
paper and interactive maps. He concludes that although paper 
maps are still useful, the future lies with making full use of the 
available technology to create interactive, layered maps and 
believes that the user, rather than the mapping system, should 
dictate control of this.

Graeme Sandeman

Legible London: a way finding system for London -
Tim Fendley, Legible London
The Legible London project is aiming to develop an efficient way 
finding system that can be used by locals as well as visitors, 
including 25 million from overseas, who come to the capital every 
year. Extensive research and testing has been done to create maps 
and other aids so that both ‘striders’ and ‘strollers’ can navigate 
their way around the city.

Initial research showed that within central London 32 pedestrian 
sign systems were in use. It was found that some visitors used the 
London underground map for all their navigational needs! People 
often do not realise that many tube stations are less than 500 
metres apart and it would be quicker to walk than travel between 
them by train. Many people use shops rather than road names to 
describe a route to a friend.

The maps which have been used in the pilot study are based on 
smoothed, simplified OS data and went through 293 iterations in 
the design process. They are produced in vitreous enamel on steel 
panels giving an eye-catching and hard-wearing finish. Selected 
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buildings and landmarks are rendered as 3D in yellow to make 
them stand out to users. If people can easily find a walking route, 
many short tube journeys could be eliminated, reducing crowding 
on the trains and promoting healthier lifestyles.

Tim Fendley, who explained that he learned his map-reading skills 
through orienteering, gave a lively, interesting and well-illustrated 
talk about the project which is now being extended to more areas 
of London.

Claire Ivison

SESSION 3: CROWDSOURCING DATA

Crowdsourcing data - Frederik Ramm, Geofabrik
Frederik gave us an introduction to the whole crowdsourcing 
subject. He suggested that it was a variation on the 1990s term 
“outsourcing”, which is often used as a derogatory term. He further 
classified into user-generated content (eg flickr), crowdsourcing 
(eg wikipedia) and volunteered geographic information (eg 
openstreetmap). He differentiated between closed crowdsourcing 
(cheap labour, controlled centrally) and open crowdsourcing 
(partners, decision makers, community). He maintained that to 
achieve a successful community effort the participants required 
reasons to contribute. Good results are achieved if there are no 
hurdles, possibly awards available and patience and good faith 
prevail.

Neodata: from crowdsourcing to cloudsourcing and 
where it will take us - Chris Osborne, Cloudsourced.com
Chris maintained that data availability is the driver of change. He 
belied his GIS background by confessing to being a neogeographer 

now, proving the point by demonstrating 
the website he developed where-can-i-
live.com. He also demonstrated some 
of the excellent visualisations that his 
current employer has made, including 
pleasingly one that showed this 
reporter’s extensive digitising of out-of-
copyright OS New Popular Edition data 
for water features in Wales for OSM. He 
then got all Trekkie on us with Tricorder 
references, before showing some really 
nice examples of what he termed “self 
organising maps”.
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Collaborative mapping: flirting with the music industry - Ed 
Mac Gillavry, Webmapper
Ed fairly unsurprisingly was, like the previous two speakers, a 
contributor of data to the OpenStreetMap project. His pitch was 
to compare developments in mapping with those in the music 
industry, using the FLIRT notation (Focus, Language, Incentives, 
Rules and Tools). He has analysed nine main map data suppliers/
sites and discussed the variations in how the five categories 
were addressed and were affected by them in turn. His summary 
was that there are a) traditional map suppliers (AND, TeleAtlas 
and Navteq); b) those that are testing the water (People’s Map, 
TomTom and Wikipedia) and finally c) those embracing the crowd 
(Geonames, Google Mapmaker and OpenStreetMap).

 Steve Chilton

SESSION 4: ORDNANCE SUR�EY AND ITS DATAORDNANCE SUR�EY AND ITS DATA

Keynote: 
Ordnance Survey: underpinning the nation’s decision-
making - Vanessa Lawrence, Director General and CEO 
Ordnance Survey
The keynote speech was delivered by Vanessa Lawrence DG/
CEO of the Ordnance Survey (OS), UK’s national mapping 
organisation.  The speech reflected briefly on the history of the OS 
and its historical connections with Southampton and detailed how 
OS spatial digital data, especially MasterMap, underpins the UK’s 
decision-making process at national and local levels.  Vanessa 
highlighted the importance of geographic information and place 
to the UK Location Strategy and the challenges placed upon it 
by society, and how the OS was investing in the nation’s future 
through its Business Strategy.  

Q&A:  
Licensing issues:  While agreeing there was a perception amongst 
certain users that OS licensing was seen as being restrictive in 
nature; Vanessa informed delegates that amongst OS ‘power’ 
users (eg police), quality and accuracy were the most essential 
factors and that licensing was never discussed.  She added that OS 
licensing was to be re-evaluated in April 2010 and requested that 
users should to be patient and “give us a chance ….  organisations 
have to organically change …. watch and listen ….  we want to get 
your support and reaction”.

Copyright issues:  A question relating to the copyright of TOID 
numbers (OS MasterMap Topographic Identifiers) and their legal 
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use with other non-OS identifier numbers was referred to OS 
copyright experts for clarification.

Mike Shand

OpenSpace - Ian Holt, Ordnance Survey - Ian Holt, Ordnance SurveyIan Holt, Ordnance Survey
Following hot on the heals of the previous speaker, Ian Holt gave 
a brief introduction to the latest offering from the OS to the ‘neo-
mapping’ community, Geovation and OpenSpace. 

Geovation - the new(ish) OS ‘innovation network’ is designed to 
enable large and small organisations to develop new ideas through 
contact with other members, making use of available geographic 
information from the OS for social and economic benefit. In order 
to aid this ‘outpouring’ of new ideas the OS have introduced 
OpenSpace providing everyone access to mapping to allow 
experimentation with digital information with a clearer path and 
new terms of use to commercialisation with boundary information 
also available for the first time.

It seems a little like an OS attempt to appear slightly more open in 
regards to public access to and use of digital data, perhaps more 
like an attempt to board a train already leaving the station – the jury 
remains out!

Drew Ellis

Heterogeneous map mashing - Bill Chadwick
Bill introduced us to his website ‘Where’s The Map’ and 
demonstrated its features and operation. 

This is basically route planning for UK outdoor pursuits using OS 
and Google maps side by side. The primary purpose is to let users 
plan and share routes for hiking, cycling, horse riding, 4x4 driving 
etc and has proved popular with ancient tree spotters, derelict 

building spotters 
and more.

Bill had got involved 
by using web 
GIS for shipping 
container tracking 
at work and outside 
work, as a hobbyist, 
for overlaying cave 
systems onto an 
OS map.

 Definition: 
A TOID is a unique 

sixteen digit 
reference identifier 

associated with every 
feature defined by a 

point, line and/or area 
within Ordnance Survey 

large scale 
topographic mapping 
and address products 
and transport networks 

of Great Britain.

The full keynote speech 
and presentation (audio- 

mp3 and PowerPoint) 
can be found online at: 

 http://www.soc.org.
uk/southampton09/

program.htm
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The twin view of the OS and Google maps, along with coupled 
pointers, helps for the easy identification of features to be copied.
Routes can be stored as the user’s own on Google My Maps.
Users can import a track, make a route, give terrain, edit and 
export a route to GPS or Garmin devices. Spreadsheet data can 
be mashed onto maps including photo uploads. Thus individual 
routes can be printed off and modern images can be overlaid on 
old maps.

Stephen Hannon

WORKSHOPS

GOOGLE MY MAPS - Mike Shand, University of Glasgow
This is a very handy service from Google that allows you to make 
maps quickly using Google’s maps as the cartography layer, 
yet showing one’s own location data on top. Much emphasised, 
was that, unlike using Google’s mapping API - often used in web 
mashups - My Maps require absolutely no programming.

The only requirement is that you need a Google account. You 
already have one of these if you have a GMail account; if you don’t, 
you can sign up in a couple of minutes.

To start a map, click the “My Maps” link on any Google Maps page, 
underneath the logo. Once signed in, you’re presented with a panel 
where you give your new map a name and description.

Each My Map is effectively a personal view onto Google Maps, 
centred and zoomed to a particular place, with added markers, 
lines and shapes. Placing markers, drawing lines and drawing 
polygons is made very easy with a simple interface. Each marker, 
line and shape can be given a name and description. You can 
control line width, line colour, fill colour, and even the opacity of 
the line and the fill. The description can include rich HTML, which 
means not just coloured text, but links and images will appear in a 
window when a user clicks a marker, for example.

To illustrate how easy it was, Mike, reminding the audience he was 
a cartographer not a programmer, told how he had helped out a 
colleague to create a map in just 30 minutes.

Those with data already in other formats will enjoy the facility to 
import geographic data stored in KML files: just click the Import 
button, and direct My Maps to a file on your disk or on the web. 

Southampton University 
Campus

Bill’s website:

http://www.bdcc.co.uk/
Gmaps/BdccGmapBits.

htm 
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Many geographic systems output KML, so this can be very 
productive. But KML is a very powerful geographic description 
language, and only a small subset of it can be interpreted by My 
Maps. For example, ground overlays - which would be extremely 
useful (see below) - are excluded. Check the online documentation 
for the subset of KML that My Maps can use.

Regarding publishing Google My Maps, this is done by giving 
other people the URL. It must be remembered that every My Map 
is always available for anyone to see - provided that person knows 
the URL. Therefore no data should ever be put on Google My Maps 
that one wishes to keep private. Google does however make a 
distinction between “public” and “unlisted” maps: the former may 
turn up in search results, the latter won’t.

Like many of Google’s online tools, maps can be edited by 
multiple users. You invite other people to collaborate by clicking 
“collaborate” and typing in their email addresses.

There are a couple of less rosy aspects to My Maps, which 
cartographers will soon come up against. First is that the 
coordinates of any points and polygons you add to the map are 
not easily extracted. For instance, it would be handy to import 
coordinates placed onto a My Map into ArcGIS. This cannot be 
done: all coordinate data is stored on Google’s servers, and is 
nowhere to be found on the My Maps web page.

The second big drawback is that you cannot import your own 
imagery to lay on top of the map. That this would be useful in 
archaeology, town planning, and other situations too numerous to 
mention is a major understatement.

As a segue to the next workshop, Mike pointed us to the “View 
in Google Earth” button. This saves a KML file to your hard drive. 
Double-clicking on this launches Google Earth, in which all the 
content of the My Map can be seen. Unfortunately, since these 
KML files use a web link internally, you cannot open them up to 
find out marker coordinates, nor can you use them at all if you’re 
offline.

Laurence Penney

 Further detail on 
website:

 ‘Where’s The Path’   
http://wtp2.appspot.

com/

Map art by 
Elanor McBay



��

SoC Newsletter November 2009

Google Mashing - Mike Shand
Mike’s Google Earth workshop did not pretend to be anything but 
a simple introduction to how to perform the same basic tasks he’d 
just demonstrated in Google My Maps. This was a wise move - too 
often people use Google Earth simply as a viewer of other people’s 
cool stuff; demystifying for non-techies, just a little, the creation of  
material in this remarkable program is definitely worthwhile. So we 
saw Mike demonstrate that the placement of markers, lines (called 
paths in Google Earth), and polygons was all unintimidating.  
The icons at the top of the screen even look similar to those in My  
Maps. Colour and opacity of line and fill are easy to adjust, as are  
title and description - just like My Maps.

To share material created in Google Earth with others, or to reuse it 
outside of Google Earth, one must first make a KML file (KML being 
the interchange language of Google Earth). Anything in Google 
Earth’s left hand panel, where your search results as well as your 
markers, paths and polygons are listed, may be saved as a KML file 
by doing a right-click and choosing “Save as”. For one-off items, 
that’s all you need to know. Multiple items to be saved in one KML 
file must first be put into a folder - these are easily created - then 
the folder saved. (KMZ, by the way, is the compressed version of 
KML; most applications use the two forms interchangeably.) Once 
you have a KML or KMZ file, you can email it or post it online. Mike 
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might have mentioned Google Earth Community here, an active 
discussion forum where each post starts with a KML file.

Mike was keen to tell us one fundamental advantage of using 
Google Earth over My Maps: all the coordinates of one’s material 
created in Google Earth are retained in the KML file. The file format 
therefore makes a good choice for the interchange and archiving 
of geographic data. KML files can of course be imported into My 
Maps, if that’s the way you’d rather share your geographic data, so 
it can make a lot of sense to author your map data in Google Earth, 
whichever way you choose to disseminate your maps.

Mike ended by describing methods to get KML data into and out 
of ArcGIS. A free software utility exists to convert KML data into 
ESRI shapefiles, a Python script called “kml_to_shp” - use Google 
to find it. Mike also demonstrated the ArcGIS tools (map or layer to 
KML) which allow the export of GIS data into KML format.

As anyone who’s played with Google Earth for any time at all will  
know, there’s a vast wealth of geographic functionality inside the  
program. To name but a few: 3D models; change over time; web 
links  that update with new data from a remote server every so 
often; flying around like a plane; views of the night sky; galleries of 
geo-located material from Wikipedia, National Geographic, the UN 
and many other organizations; and an obsession of mine, Photo 
Overlays, which allow one to add the complete location, orientation 
and zoom data to any photograph.

If Mike’s workshop lacked anything, it was a mention of a particular 
one of these, the Ground Overlay. Not only is it an extremely useful 
feature, it’s also definitely within the realm of those aspects of 
Google Earth that may be mastered by mortals! Any image can 
be imported into Google Earth and overlaid on the terrain. The 
user then rotates and scales the image to align with Google’s 
imagery. Opacity can be adjusted, both the default value stored 
in the KML, and interactively by the user. It works beautifully for 
coloured statistical maps or maps showing administrative zones. 
It also works very well for the kind of site plans used by urban 
planners and archaeologists. I used a historic plan of Berlin’s first 
Tempelhof airport to work out where some old photos were taken 
from; this wasn’t possible using Google Earth’s own imagery or a 
current map, as no buildings from that period remain.

Laurence Penney
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OpenLayers - Thomas Wood
OpenLayers is completely free, open source Javascript, initially 
developed by MetaCarta and is now a project of the Open Source 
Geospatial Foundation. OpenLayers makes it easy to place 
a dynamic map on a  web page and can display map tiles and 
markers loaded from any source. 

Bill Johnson

More OpenLayers
Following on from Thomas Wood’s excellent OpenLayers workshop 
at the SoC conference this year I have just penned some notes on 
a very simple OpenLayers instance that I created (quite a while 
ago) – to show the possibilities. The example map is at: http://
steve8.dev.openstreetmap.org/yahoo.html

OpenLayers allows you to select from multiple map sources. In 
this instance, I have setup three ‘links’. The ‘+’ sign at the top 
right of the map (showing as ‘-‘ as it has been opened) allows 
toggling between layers. In order, the three selected layers are a 

For examples see
http://www.openlayers.

org

Links
A more sophisticated 

map on the same lines 
(which Thomas was 

involved in designing) 
is the Sutton Green 

Map: http://map.
oneplanetsutton.org/ 

Thomas’ presentation is 
available at: 

http://www.soc.org.
uk/southampton09/

program.htm
His extra resources 
from the workshop 

(best in FFox) are at: 
http://edgemaster.dev.

openstreetmap.org/
oldemo/
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special render done by myself of the areas that OpenStreetMap 
has Yahoo! Aerial imagery available; the standard OSM mapnik 
tiles; and a point overlay of areas ‘most in need of mapwork’.

This was all achieved in 24 lines of Javascript code. Once the 
Javascript source has been located; Layer 1 tells the server where 
to get the appropriate tiles for that layer; Layer 2 calls the standard 
OSM mapnik tiles; and Layer 3 calls a text file with the symbol, lat/
long values and data values, and with a bit of java magic locates 
them and allows a data window to popup when clicked. This has 
mostly been achieved by taking a standard instance and changing/
adding the source links. Obviously a bit of HTML code is required 
to wrap some text etc round the map.

Steve Chilton

SESSION 5: TRANSPORT MAPPINGTRANSPORT MAPPING

Mapping for Transport Users - Peter Miller, Ito
Peter Miller gave a very interesting lecture on mapping for public 
transport users. Many of us may not have realised what a huge 
market this is, as Peter pointed out, Manchester alone has 3,600 
bus shelters, all of which are potential sites for a map included with 
‘location-aware promotional material’. In this context, that does not 
necessarily mean advertisements, but useful information on local 
places of interest and photographs to help link the map-user to the 
surrounding space. Good and less-good examples of cartography 
were highlighted. The examples from the speaker’s own company, 
ITO World Ltd, showed the advantages of expanding the content 
from just a basic map to a map with local photographs and text, 
derived from many data sets including crowd-sourcing – where 
members of the public can submit information backed by their 
local knowledge, under creative commons licensing. In this way, 
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ITO can produce better-looking, more useful information panels that 
contain more than just mapping, at a lower cost than by traditional 
methods.

Ed Oliver

Mapping the cycle streets - Martin Lucas-Smith, 
cyclestreets.net
The media have been reporting on the upsurge of commuters using 
bikes especially in UK cities and this is where cyclestreets.net will 
certainly help the everyday cyclist.

Martin is the  co-developer and webmaster for cyclestreets.net and 
explained that the project has only been online a couple of months. 
It has been thriving in Cambridge where the project was developed 
in 2006 for the Cambridge Cycling Campaign Group; it was so 
successful, having 50,000 journeys planned, that it is now going 
nationwide with large organisations like CTC (a national cyclists’ 
organisation) helping to promote it.  

The maps are intended to emphasise interesting features for the 
cyclist, ie national cycle routes, bike shops, cycle paths and public 
houses.  Martin demonstrated during his presentation a route from 
Southampton’s central rail station to the Highfield University campus; 

http://www.itoworld.
com/
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the quick demonstration showed the versatility of cyclestreets.net 
allowing the user the opportunity to decide whether they prefer a 
fast route or a quiet route. 

The use of OpenStreetMap data and in particular the OpenCycleMap 
rendering produced by Andy Allan as the mapping base, allows 
updates every two days and, although there are limitations with 
having an incomplete coverage, it does have the added bonus of 
paths (especially through parks) and cut throughs being included 
on the maps.

An interesting element to cyclestreets.net is Photomap, where 
users can quickly and easily upload photos onto the site.  This 
has proved invaluable when used as a campaign tool highlighting 
some of the problems encountered by cyclists.

Cyclestreets.net is developing and they hope to add elevation 
data from the Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM) to give 
the cyclist better information on gradients on planned routes (as 
hills are not always liked by the cyclist).

Nick Mann

YOURS navigation routing system - Lambertus Ijsselstein
An open-resource routing website
The presenter Lambertus Ijsselstein introduced the attendees to 
his open-resource routing website YOURS. The talk included four 
main points: YOURS definition, components, the importance of 
YOURS and future developments.

What is YOURS?
YOURS is an OpenStreetMap navigation website that provides 
centric routing from point A to destination B. Since there are 
numerous numbers of open resources for routing services, the 
name was selected as an acronym to ‘Yet Another Open streetmap 
Routing Service’, 

The component of YOURS
YOURS is a combination of a number of open source projects. 

The major component of YOURS is Gosmore.  It provides 
routing, coordinates, street names.  Gosmore interface is 
written in C Programming language which makes it very 
lightweight, scalable and fast.  It can handle dozens of 
requests in a second.  On the other hand C is quite simple 
and does not support relations (turn left, right) very well. 
Namefinding (OpenStreetMap Gazetter), where the name 

•

•
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of the street is translated to locations. 
Altitude profile server provides elevation information for 
given coordinates.The altitude data is derived from NASA’s 
Shuttle Radar Terrain Model (STRM)
Export:  exports routes into other file formats that can be 
used in other applications, such as .gpx files that can be 
used in GPS devices.
Application Programming Interface (API) allows other 
applications to use functions that are based on YOURS 
like routing mechanisms. These websites are connected 
together by a “glue” that contains PHP web pages and 
some web scripting to produce this database generator.

The advantages of YOURS
Despite the variety of street map websites available to users, the 
simplicity of YOURS yet its efficiency are useful aspects. A user 
can use the buttons to add waypoints that will be shown on the 
map as destination and resource, or type the street name or city 
name, and select the type of routing required (foot path, car, cycle 
way). 

•

•

•
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YOURS allows routing everywhere in the world and for different 
types of transport (cars, bicycle and foot).  Although a routing 
engine requires enormous data (about 12 megabyte), a new 
database for a routing engine can be generated every week.

Also it encourages people to start mapping locations and routes of 
their own interests, add their own data and make new waypoint to 
define their homes. This mapping can be beneficial to investigate 
and fix data errors. For instance, when the mapped route does not 
look right, it highlights some error in the data.

Furthermore, YOURS has provided the stepping stone for other 
developers. iPhone, Android and J2EM are examples of mobile 
navigation developers that use YOURS as the navigation source 
for their applications, while OSM Chile and Dogofind are examples 
of developers of web-based navigation.

Future development
The system is under continuous improvement.
• Movable waypoints: enable the user to drag the waypoints  
    around
• Improve visuals 
• Route directions
• Routing for visually impaired
• More transportation types types

Iman Abdel Hamid

SESSION 6: ALTERNATI�E DATA FOR USERS 

Does the UK need a second large scale mapping 
database?  The arguments for UKMap - Alun Jones, The 
GeoInformation Group

The GeoInformation Group have added a large-scale topographic 
mapping and address database to its portfolio of many high 
quality and innovative geographical information products.  UKMap, 
released in June 2009, is the United Kingdom’s first independent 
and commercially-funded mapping database.  It is made up of a 
1:1,000 Topo product suite, comprising of eight map layers, and the 
Thematic product suite, a 1:5,000 scale map layer with annotations 
for use on the web.

Alun’s arguments were based on choice, flexibility and freedom.  
Alun commented on the growing demand for competition when 
it comes to mapping, as seen in the imagery market for many 
decades.

Also YOURS is open for 
the users’ contributions 

on the website 

www.yournavigation.org.

Further information can 
be found at http://www.

theukmap.co.uk/
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UKMap offers choice with innovative licensing; there are four 
types, which do not span more than four pages written in plain 
English!  There is flexibility with regards to Intellectual Property 
Rights, anything derived from UKMap data is freely retained or 
shared by the licensee, and freedom in publishing including on-
line distribution (no matter how many times you print or how many 
hits you get, it is one price).

UKMap seems a credible alternative for the paying customer.

Paul Satchell

SESSION 7: COLLECTING AND USING 
CROWDSOURCED DATA

Mapping Antigua - Steve Chilton
With this intriguing title Steve promised a getting-away-from-it-all 
mapping experience and we were not disappointed, and it almost 
turned into “I’m too much of a celebrity get me out of here”!

Following the launch of the Google Map Maker community mapping 
project in 2008, Ed Parsons expressed his disappointment that 

there was no provision for fieldwork 
. . soon a pledgebank was set up to 
gather funding to send a “randomly 
chosen guy” to Antigua to work 
on the OpenStreetMap map.  
Donations of £10 were peldged by 
74 people and Steve’s name was 
pulled out of the hat. Steve Chilton is 
a professional cartographer and the 
driving force behind the look of the 
default styling for OpenStreetMap 
so a well-deserved winner.

The task - spend a week in Antigua 
to add GPS traces, classify roads, 
add road names and points of 
interest to existing mapping.
 
Sadly money pledged did not 
include taking the whole family 
along too . . much as they hoped 
it would. Undaunted by the thought 
of being in Antigua at the beginning 

“I am really looking 
forward to this fieldwork 
trip”, said Steve. “I have 
contributed data to the 

map in many parts of the 
UK, and it will be great 
to contribute data in 

the Caribbean and add 
another little bit to this 

fantastic global project.”

“As there’s so much to 
do there will be a lot of 
writing up when I get 

home which should help 
to convince colleagues, 
when I return with a tan, 
that I have actually been 

working there.”

Enfield Gazette, 
June 2009
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of the hurricane season, Steve was soon off to visit this dream of 
an island; reality was somewhat different, but still an enjoyable and 
enlightening experience.  

Steve duly arrived to discover there is little infrastructure, no cycle, no 
bus and it was extremely hot, very different to Lavender Hill!  It soon 
dawned on him that all the work would have to be accomplished on 
foot, but hosts Ellen and Ken proved very helpful.

Additional difficulties to mapping this tiny island just 10 x 11miles 
were also the lack of road signs and road names. However, armed 
with a GPS, camera and clip board, plus networking with people 
across the island including local entrepreneurs, Rotary Club and 
even a TV appearance, he managed to cover a considerable 
proportion of the island from Halcyon Cove to Boggy Peak (recently 
renamed Mt Obama). Whilst on TV he mentioned the lack of street 
names and a new project is to be set up to record them. As you 
can see from the photograph there was time to relax!

Rosie Duncan

Geo-enabling local communities in Brazil - Steve Eglinton 
Steve recounted his experiences of undertaking voluntary work at 
the Iracambi Atlantic Rain Forest Conservation Centre in the Mata 
Atlantica region of Brazil, but first he had to learn to ride a horse. 
The area has one of the highest forest biodiversities on the planet, 
but is threatened by deforestation, largely by local felling for 
domestic use.  Using a GPS and ArcGIS Steve mapped the areas 
of degradation to enable planning agencies to make conservation 
management decisions. This mapping is now output as GeoRSS 
and KML feeds.

Bauxite mining is also a threat to local villagers who could not find 
out who owned the mineral rights beneath their land. Steve mapped 
the potential mining area and helped establish a protocol with the 
mining company, whereby they must give notice of intention to 
commence mining.     

John Abrahams

New developments in mapping the crowd - Andy Allan, 
CloudMade
Andy gave us a wide-ranging update touching briefly on numerous 
CloudMade/OSM mapping projects. Much of their output is for on-
line use, however Andy pointed out there is still a place for paper. 

http://wiki.openstreet-
map.org/wiki/Osmfield-

work_Press_Release

See www.geoenabling.
com  

 Iracambi Web Map
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OSM provided the data for the Windrush Valley Cycle Route a 
SUSTRANS publication, whilst cartographer and SoC member  
Richard Fairhurst provided the design input. 

Other projects include iPhone apps providing routing maps and 
co-operation from Surrey CC providing building information. 
Projects further afield include mapping parties (surely this could 
only happen in the US!), crime mapping in San Francisco and the 
far more courageous task group in Palestine, where the West Bank 
Mapping team confront political issues and road blocks let alone 
the danger of visibly walking around with a GPS and clip board!  
Andy stressed the continuing need for overlap between the IT 
techie and traditional cartography to ensure good design.

Rosie Duncan

WALLIS AWARD 2009

‘THE IVERAGH PENINSULA’ 
A Cultural Atlas of the Ring of Kerry
by Mike Murphy, University College Cork
Following on from ‘The Atlas of Cork’ (winner of the 2006 Wallis 
Award), the Iveragh is the latest publication in this series and follows 
the same format as before. Once again I was the cartographic 
editor, responsible for producing the majority of the maps and 
illustrations in the book (over 150 in total). The work was completed 
over a three year period. 

The obvious difference between the Atlas of Cork and Iveragh is 
the latter is a (very scenic) rural area. This provided cartographic 
opportunities as well as challenges. To exploit this I used a DTM 
(digital terrain model) created in Arcview from OSI data with 
help from Helen Bradley (our GIS officer). I then processed this 
in Photoshop to create the background relief image you see in 

See the Windrush Cycle 
route here . . .

www.sustrans.org.uk/as-
sets/.../REGIONAL47wit-
neytothecotswolds.pdf
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many of the maps. Indeed the Image of ‘Carrauntouhil’(Ireland’s 
highest mountain) is an extreme example of this where I used 
aerial photographs on a DTM, digitised the climbing paths and 
then finally built a 3D model. Town plans were all drawn in the same 
style to give consistency. This style also reflects the time period the 
town plans related to ie 19th century. Many of the maps like the 
‘Railway’ map also reflect their origin. When a map required large 
amounts of information (eg the war maps) on it, I stripped away 
the background detail as much as possible. When less information 
was required (eg ‘Special Areas of Conservation’ map) I increased 
the secondary detail to enhance the map.

Without the combined use of Arcview, Photoshop, Illustrator and 
to a lesser extent Word, XL, Access and Streamline it would have 
been impossible to produce the wide range of maps for this book. 
It shows how modern technology has transformed our profession. 
A project of this scale also involved dealing with the needs (and 
demands) of up to 50 contributors. One’s cartographic judgement 
has to be accommodating and flexible.

It’s obviously a great honour for me to win 
the Wallis Award once more, for the ‘Iveragh’ 
book. As a cartographer (or indeed any other 
profession) to put yourself forward to be judged 
by your peers is always a daunting prospect. To 
be judged and awarded by them however, is an 
accolade everyone hopes to achieve. So I would 
like to thank all my cartographer colleagues, for 
their help down through the years. I am already 
looking forward to submitting my work again for 
your judgement, sometime in the future.

Mike Murphy

Mike Murphy,
University College, Cork
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ANNUAL DINNER 2009

The Annual Dinner was held in the Hartley Suite, the University 
staff and social club. An excellent meal was enjoyed by all with live 
music and ceilidh provided by Rufus Return.

The traditional speeches were given by the Chair of the Society, 
Steve Chilton, and the new president 
Danny Dorling. Steve spoke for a mere 12 
minutes and 19 seconds(!). He began by 
entertaining us with his Google searches 
of the organisers’ names; Heather 
Browning and Alex Kent. He then went 
on to regale us with anecdotes from his 
varied involvement and invitations to so 
many events and mapping organisations 
over the past year, from Antigua to 
Amsterdam and away from the cutting 
edge technology he was invited right out 
of his comfort zone to a gathering of the 
Charles Close Society. These invitations, 
as a result of his notoriety, or should we 
say, standing as Chair of this Society, 
enable Steve to raise the Society’s 
profile.

Danny recounted his recent experience of receiving  his RGS 
medal and his inexperience at public speaking which made for a 
very different encounter with the great and the good in the world 
of geography. 

Danny Dorling presented the Wallis Award to 
Mike Murphy from University College, Cork.

Rosie Duncan

Committee members 
Jenny Kynaston and 

Heather Browning taking 
a break from the ceilidh
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 ARTICLES

The Soviet Cold War Mapping of British Towns and Cities
During the Cold War, the Soviet Union achieved an unprecedented 
cartographic feat.  From around 1950–1990, the Military 
Topographic Directorate (Voyenno Topograficheskogo Upravleniya 
or VTU) of the Soviet Army General Staff was responsible for 
conducting an extensive programme to map the whole world 
at 1:1,000,000, 1:500,000, and 1:200,000 scales and to cover 
Europe, the Middle East, North and Central America, large areas 
of South America, the Indian subcontinent, South-East Asia, China, 
and the populated areas of Africa at the larger scales of 1:100,000 
and 1:50,000.   Mapping the Soviet Union alone involved the 
creation of some 800,000 maps; for comparison, at the height of 
its paper production, Ordnance Survey of Great Britain maintained 
an inventory of around 230,000 sheets. 

Alongside the production of maps at these smaller scales designed 
for tactical use was a highly secret programme of mapping foreign 
towns and cities at 1:25,000 and 1:10,000 scales.  These included 
major transport hubs, naval bases, and sites of other strategic 
importance that were probably military objectives as part of 
a major ground offensive.  The maps would have played a key 
role in their capture and for subsequent command and control 
operations.  In the United Kingdom, 88 towns and cities (including 
London, Edinburgh, Southampton, and Bristol) are known to have 
been mapped and it is likely that maps of others are still to be 
discovered.  As can be deduced from their print codes (bottom 
right-hand edge of map border), the majority of these maps were 
produced in the 1970s, which coincides with the development of 
the Zenit programme of Soviet reconnaissance satellites.

Watch the video 
clip when Alex was 

interviewd by the BBC

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/
hi/england/8232062.stm

Part of Southampton on 
the Soviet map
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What is perhaps most striking – apart from seeing a familiar 
landscape labelled in Cyrillic – is the staggering amount of 
detail provided on the maps, particularly in terms of land use.  
Strategically-important buildings have been identified and 
subsequently classified according to three criteria: government and 
communications (purple), military (green), and military-industrial 
(black).  These are all numbered and described in a separate key, 
along with a street index for each town or city.  The maps also 
include a concise description of the surrounding terrain, pattern 
of urban settlements, industrial and transport objects, public 
utilities, communication, and healthcare facilities.  It is likely that 
such information was gathered from agents on the ground where 
possible, supplementing the data gathered from remote sensing 
and captured topographic maps.  This approach is altogether 
different from the German Planheft mapping programme of World 
War II, which provided the geospatial intelligence for the planned 
invasion of Britain.  In that case, native mapping (ie Ordnance 
Survey) was photographically transformed to a metric scale and 
then directly annotated with strategic information.  The Soviet 
method was much more comprehensive; contours were completely 
re-drawn and some maps even indicate the construction materials 
of bridges (along with their width and carrying capacity), lengths 
of tunnels, river depths and navigability, and projected motorways 
– as is the case with the M27 on the map of Southampton (1986).  
Maps of other towns and cities around the world were produced 
to this high specification (eg Copenhagen, Berlin, Montreal, and 
Dakar) and undoubtedly, many more are yet to be discovered.  

An abandoned map depot in Latvia was acquired by a local map 
dealer after the retreat of Soviet forces in the early 1990s and the 
maps became available to the West for the first time.  Although 
they conceal a rather chilling fact, the Soviet maps of towns and 
cities challenge our sense of place with their unfamiliar symbology 
and lettering, encouraging us to think about the way cartographers 
choose to represent the landscape.  These particular maps were 
designed to be versatile tools for serving the interests of the 
Soviet Army General Staff, as their selection and representation of 
features demonstrate.

Dr Alexander Kent
University of Southampton

High-quality prints of 
Soviet Cold War maps of 
towns and cities around 

the world (including 
Southampton, London, 
Exeter, Dublin, Calais, 
Berlin, and Warsaw) 
are available from 
the Cartographic 

Unit priced at £9.99 
per sheet or £14.99 

encapsulated (+ 
postage and packing).   
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IN THE NEWS

Tube maps in the news
On the most recent edition of the London underground map, issued 
in September, the designers decided to make it “less cluttered” by 
removing the River Thames. It seems that when Mayor of London, 
Boris Johnson, heard about the change, and the subsequent 
press coverage, he promised that the Thames would be reinstated 
on the next version due for publication in December.

Meanwhile, Somerset County Council has devised a tube-style 
heritage touring map to encourage visitors to explore attractions 
in the county. The map shows museums, country parks, steam 
railways and other places of interest on a series of colour-coded 
routes. 

Contributed by Claire Ivison

BBC News 15 October 2009
How Ireland was mapped
National Archives launched a digitised collection of Early Irish 
mapping (c.1558 - c.1610) from the “State Papers Ireland”. The 
collection of more than 70 different maps has been made available 
as a result of the digitisation programme so these very beautiful, 
valuable cartographic treasures are now accessible to millions 
globally.

The maps, many made by well known cartographers of the period, 
were frequently commissioned for military purposes, threat or 

“Furious Mayor orders 
Thames back on revised 

Tube map”
http://news.bbc.

co.uk/1/hi/england/
london/8260943.stm

See 
http://www.visitsomer-

set.co.uk
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defence. They depict locations of forts, castles and churches along 
with information about the terrain, especially areas which might be 
difficult to traverse - forests, bogs, lakes and river crossings. Names 
of families and local chiefs are also prominent. Surveying the land 
and gathering the information was often arduous and dangerous. 
This period saw the rise of map making as a profession. 

Contributed by Jenny Kynaston

E�ENTS

25 June 2009 - 17 January 2010 
Mapping Manchester: Cartographic Stories of the City
Venue: The John Rylands Library, Deansgate, Manchester.
A free public exhibition curated by Chris Perkins and Martin 
Dodge.
Further Information: http://personalpages.manchester.ac.uk/staff/
m.dodge/Mapping_Manchester_leaflet.pdf
This exhibition reveals some of the ways in which mapping 
is ingrained into urban life. It demonstrates how maps work 
and change over time in response to technology, society and 
economic imperatives, highlighting visually striking cartographic 
representations of Manchester.

Mapping Manchester showcases the wealth of cartographic 
treasures held by the University of Manchester and other 
institutions in the city - including generous loans of 
material from the Manchester City Library and Archives, 
and Chetham’s Library. These maps are more than just 
‘pretty pictures’ - they are powerful tools, instrumental in 
the making of the contemporary Manchester, and can be 
read as rich stories of urban life.

For any enquiries please contact Martin Dodge 
Geography, School of Environment and Development,
The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester, 
Email: m.dodge@manchester.ac.uk

More information and 
slide show of some of 

the maps at :-

http://news.bbc.co.uk/
today/hi/today/newsid_
8307000/8307233.stm

The dangers are starkly 
revealed in an account 
by the Attorney General 
who related that Richard 

Bartlett, ablest of all 
the Queen’s Anglo-Irish 

cartographers, was 
beheaded in Donegal 
in 1609 “because they 
would not have their 
country discovered”.
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25 January 2010 - 28 January 2010 
DGI Europe - The 6th Annual European Geospatial 
Intelligence Conference & Exhibition
Venue: The QEII Centre, London, UK
Further Information: www.dgieurope.com
DGI is Europe’s largest annual gathering dedicated to high-level 
discussion addressing the major challenges of the defence and 
government geospatial intelligence community. With over 600 
attendees, DGI brings together Heads of Mapping, Cartography, 
Geospatial Intelligence, GIS, Remote Sensing, Operations, and 
Imagery and Analysis, as well as personnel from the National 
Security sector and provides a unique forum to discuss and debate 
the development of geospatial intelligence capabilities across the 
globe.

Addressing the use of geospatial information in scenarios such 
as international conflicts, humanitarian disasters, crime, national 
security, border control, arms treaty monitoring and global 
climate change, the fundamental objective of the event is to help 
organisations understand how to build the necessary infrastructure 
and architecture to take advantage of geospatial intelligence 
capabilities.

Confirmed speakers from: Ordnance Survey, US Army, UK MoD, 
Netherlands MoD, EU Satellite Centre, MoD France, National 
Defence Canada, NATO, British Transport Police, National Land 
Survey of Sweden, MapAction, Google and many more…

Cambridge Seminars in the History of Cartography 
Venue: Emmanuel College, St Andrew’s Street, 
Cambridge CB2 3AP
Time: 5.30pm
Tuesday 2� February 20�0
Lawrence Worms (Ash Rare Books)
‘Seller, Pepys and the Seventeenth-Century London Map Trade’
 
Tuesday � May 20�0 
Rachel Hewitt (Queen Mary, University of London)
‘Map of a Nation: The Early Ordnance Survey and the Politics of 
British Landscape’

For any enquiries: Please contact Sarah Bendall at
Email: sarah.bendall@emma.cam.ac.uk   Tel. 01223 330476
Refreshments will be available after each seminar
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SOCIETY NEWS

Honour for Mike Shand
Congratulations to SoC Secretary Mike Shand who is to receive 
an Honorary Fellowship of the Royal Scottish Geographical 
Society (FRSGS) for distinguished contributions to Geography in 
Scotland.  Mike has been SoC Honorary Secretary since 1987 and 
cartographer at the University of Glasgow since 1972.  As one of 
Scotland’s oldest and best regarded academic institutions, the 
RSGS has a proud and glittering history since its founding in 1884.  
The Society’s award-winners include many of the most inspiring 
academics, cartographers, explorers and adventurers of the 
last 125 years, such as SoC past-President Mike Wood, John C. 
Bartholomew and Sir Ernest Shackleton.

New Members
The Society welcomes the following new members:

Jonathan Moules, University of Glamorgan
Dr Ken Field, Kingston University
Dr Jim Wright, University of Southampton
Miss Iman Abdel Hamid, University of Plymouth
Mr Olatunde Ayodele, Royal Oasis Investments Ltd, Nigeria
Dr David Cross, Forestry Commission
Mr Andrew Hamilton, ClaymoreClan Design
Mr Steven Eglinton, Tube Lines Ltd

Miles Irving and Steven Eglinton have been co-opted onto the 
Committee.

Society website
Information is always being added to the Society website. Some of 
the most recent additions have been:
Mike Shand’s Google mashups (following his workshop at 
Southampton) of the location of delegates at the Southampton 
conference, and also showing the history of summer school 
conference locations: http://www.soc.org.uk/summersc.htm
Extended careers information, including a profile of member 
Jenny Kynaston from the Jobs4U website: http://www.soc.org.uk/
careers.htm
Special sections in the members area on ‘Putting maps on the 
web’; Adobe Illustrator Resources; and a Free vector UK base/
relief map: http://www.soc.org.uk/members/membonly.htm

Home page: 

http://www.soc.org.
uk/index.htm
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CAPTION QUIZ

Witty captions welcome!
The best will be included in the April Newsletter.

Photograph taken by Bill Johnson, Lille, France, July 2009.

END NOTE

This is the first Newsletter I have presided over that has a report 
of the decapitation of a cartographer, thankfully it happened in 
1609 (see ‘In the news’ - How Ireland was mapped), although, 
as we see, even 21st century cartographers with MapAction and 
the OpenStreetMap volunteers all over the world, are putting 
themselves at risk, proving that they have not lost their pioneering 
spirit. 

I wonder, how many of you who departed from Southampton via 
the Central Station stopped to look at the excellent example of way 
finding in the station foyer, which I completely missed upon my 
arrival!      

Finally thank you to all contributors to this newsletter and special 
thanks to Claire Ivison for wielding her red pen so expertly.                     

Ed
Rosie.Duncan@staffs.ac.uk

NEXT EDITION APRIL 2010



��

SoC Newsletter November 2009

SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS

Minutes of ��th Annual General Meeting 
University of Southampton

Monday �th September 2009

Members present: 27.
Apologies: Graham Allsopp; Pam Baldaro; Huw Dobson; Stuart 
Gill; Gary Haley; Rich Perkins; Jamie Quinn and Mike Wood

Chair Steve Chilton requested any further nominations for 
Committee posts before opening the meeting.

The meeting opened at 5.20pm

�. Chair’s Introduction
Society Chair Steve Chilton welcomed all to the 45th AGM of The 
Society of Cartographers Ltd. and thanked all for attending and 
supporting the Society.

2. Minutes of the ��th AGM held at University of Aberdeen,
There were no matters arising and the minutes were adopted.
Proposed: Don Williams  Seconded:Alex Kent

The minutes were duly signed by the Chair, Steve Chilton.

�. Society Reports  (full reports presented to AGM and published 
separately)

(a) Hon. Secretary’s Report

(b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report – no report

(c) Bulletin Editor’s Report 
 (including Newsletter and Bulletin Subscription Reports)  

(d) Publicity Manager’s Report

(e) Membership Secretary’s Report

Society Chair, Steve Chilton, informed those present that Audited 
Accounts and a Treasurer’s Report were not available for 
presentation to the AGM at the present time due to exceptional 
recent circumstances.  Following comments from the floor and 
a request for an interim report, the Chair added that Audited 
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Accounts will be available within the 15 month deadline from 
31 March 2009 as required by statute.  He also confirmed that 
Society Accounts were in order and that the Society was not in 
debt.  A request for a new Members Directory was rejected due 
to data protection issues, it was however agreed that a Google 
mash-up map be set up to allow member’s to add their details 
to the map by opting in.  It was agreed to make the new Society 
publicity flyer available to all as an Acrobat file for downloading 
from the Society website.

There were no further comments from the floor on the Society 
Reports: Chair, Steve Chilton called for acceptance of the 
Reports en bloc.
Proposed: Carson Clark     Seconded: Don Williams

�. Election of 2009-20�0 Committee
No new nominations had been received for the following posts; all 
were willing to stand again for re-election:
Chair: Steve Chilton  
Hon. Secretary: Mike Shand
Membership Secretary: Heather Browning
Bulletin Editor: Alex Kent
Newsletter Editor: Rosie Duncan
Bulletin Subscriptions: Tim Absalom
Committee Member: Gary Haley
Committee Member: Jenny Kynaston
The above nominees were duly elected en-bloc to the Society 
Committee for 2009-10.
Proposed: Dan Dorling Seconded:  Michael Murphy

The posts of Hon. Treasurer and Publicity Manager remain 
vacant.  The Chair requested that members interested in joining 
the Committee are welcome to approach any Committee member 
following the meeting.

�.  Any other business duly notified 
Chair, Steve Chilton, informed those present that the 2010 
Summer School would be held at the University of Manchester 
and 2011 Summer School at the University of Plymouth; offers for 
future venues were welcome. 
There being no other business, Chair, Steve Chilton, thanked those 
present for their contributions and closed the meeting at 5.45 pm.

Mike Shand
Hon. Secretary
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 2008-09
Presented to the ��th Annual General Meeting

University of Southampton

Monday �th September, 2009
      
The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at the 
University of Aberdeen.  Thanks go to Mike Wood, Lawrie McLean 
and their colleagues for providing delegates and the Society with 
one of our most successful and well-attended Summer Schools.

The 2007-8 Wallis Award for ‘excellence in cartography’ was 
awarded to Pam Baldaro for her “University of Southampton 3D 
Campus Map”.

Two Committee meetings were held during the year at the University 
of Southampton.  One Summer School Half-Bursary was awarded 
in 2009.

I regret to inform the membership of the recent death of member 
and freelance cartographer Heloise Collier on 31 March 2009.

Finally, offers would be most welcome for hosts for the 2012 
Summer School and for future years.

M.C. Shand
Honorary Secretary  

Membership Secretary’s Report, September 2008-09
This past year I have spent maintaining the membership details 
database and chasing non-payers for their subscriptions – there 
is still a lot of work relating to the changes in fees paid and bank 
accounts that took place 2 years ago.

On 31 August 2009 the membership of the Society stood at 154 
members, a reduction of 15 members from last year but we do 
have 8 new members.

38 members still owe a total of £916, sums varying from £5.00 to 
£50.00. Invoices and reminders have been sent to all debtors and in 
late September a final prompt will be sent after which the members 
owing 2 years subs (£50.00) will be removed form the database. 
Hopefully most members will have changed their standing orders 
to the new amount, new bank account and new time.

At the moment we are unable to accept payment by Paypal but 
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bank account details have been supplied so that direct online 
payments can be made.

I would like to make the annual plea to all members who still pay 
by cheque to consider paying by standing order in order that the 
Society receives the funds it is due on time.

Heather Browning
Membership Secretary

Bulletin Editor’s Report 2008-09
Volume 42 of The Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers was 
printed and distributed in March this year, sporting a brand new 
look and feel, and incorporating many changes to its design.  The 
most striking of these is perhaps its new cover, which reflects 
the strong identity of the Society of Cartographers and includes 
an excerpt from the Wallis Award winner.  Inside, more subtle 
amendments have been made (to typographic style, for example), 
which have been designed to enhance its visual appeal and 
readability.  Feedback has been very positive so far and it is hoped 
that the ‘new’ Bulletin will be a firm step forward in promoting the 
aims of the Society and encouraging excellence in cartography.  

As Production Editor, Gary Haley has worked with admirable 
patience and professionalism, particularly whilst recovering from a 
cycling accident.  The printing and distribution of the Bulletin moved 
south to Culverlands Press Ltd., who are based in Winchester.  
Culverlands have been very good to work with, taking on the 
Bulletin with enthusiasm and delivering superb results – they have 
also reduced its production costs handsomely. 

This year’s Volume contained a wide variety of articles, many of 
which were printed in colour.  These include a good number from 
the 44th Annual Summer School in Aberdeen, together with some 
papers written by new authors.  Due to other commitments, Rich 
Perkins was not able to provide as much input as hoped for his 
first Bulletin and I am especially grateful to Bob Parry for agreeing 
to help with Reviews and to Steve Chilton for his willingness in 
compiling the Events and Computers in Cartography sections.  
The Bulletin continues to offer a useful and lasting resource for 
practising cartographers and I would like to encourage more SoC 
members to share their expertise, particularly if you have been 
developing a technique in your mapping.  The development of 
cartography depends on new material and contributions to the 
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Bulletin – large or small – help us to achieve this and are always 
welcome. 

Alex Kent
Editor, The Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers

Bulletin Subscription Manager’s Report 2008-2009
Volume �2
Volume 42 of the Bulletin was printed and despatched to members 
and subscribing organisations in February 2009. 

Volume ��
The current situation is as follows:
94 potential subscriptions to Volume 43 (101 copies of the 
Bulletin)

• 22 from the UK
• 77 from overseas

Invoices were sent out in April of this year, the current situation is 
as follows:

• 61 paid
• 29 outstanding
• 4 complimentary

A follow-up invoice for non-payers will be despatched in September, 
which will include a reminder letter for those with outstanding 
Volume 42 subscriptions.

That concludes the report of the Bulletin Subscriptions Manager.

Tim Absalom
Bulletin Subscription Manager


