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FROM THE CHAIR
Most of you will know that I like to keep active running, biking
and walking all being pastimes of choice. However, recently
I have been hampered by an increasingly arthritic hip. I have
been on the waiting list for a while and have finally had a full
hip replacement operation, and am now re-habbing carefully at
home – so have been a little out of the frame as far as SoC is
concerned since Portsmouth. Everything is fine and I hope to
be fully active again soon.
This Chair’s piece is being written for Rosie Duncan’s first edition of the SoC Newsletter. I hope you will agree that she has
smoothly taken over from Gary Haley and produced an excellent issue, with much of interest. Gary also takes the opportunity of signing off with a farewell reflective piece. Rosie has
been chasing hard to ensure that a comprehensive coverage
is available of the Portsmouth Summer School for anyone who
wasn’t able to be there. My thanks to Rosie for this and to all
of you who supplied material as requested. Please continue to
supply Rosie with material for subsequent Newsletters.
Whilst Rosie was doing this, Alex Kent has been pulling together his first SoC Bulletin since being elected as Editor at the
AGM in Portsmouth. I have been trying to help Alex as much
as possible, and am pleased to know that Gary is in the wings
waiting to supervise the digital production side come the end
of the month.
Rosie and Alex were joined on the SoC committee by Jenny
Kynaston, and it is very rewarding to see members willing to
step up to the plate and to take on these very important tasks
on your behalf.
I thought that the Portsmouth conference was impressive and
inspiring and was up to the very high standard that we have
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set ourselves over the years. Thanks to David Sherren and Bill
Johnson for organising it and providing such a fine mixture of
lectures, workshops, visits and the all-important social interactions. Highlights for me were probably the globe works visit and
the setting for the Annual Dinner in the Royal Naval Yacht Club,
with all those famous trophies and paintings on show. I was
disappointed to be so far out when predicting the length of my
own speech after the Annual Dinner, but hey, what do I know?

Setting sun viewed from
the Royal Naval Yacht
Club, Portsmouth

Already plans are well advanced for SoC 2008, which will be
organised by Mike Wood and Lawrie MacLean at Aberdeen
University. Don’t be put off by the distance. It promises to be a
grand occasion, with I am sure an emotional twist to it as Mike
Wood will be standing down as President of the Society after
15 years at the helm. Anyone with any good stories about Mike
in his formative days is welcome to send them to me in confidence, but don’t let on to him that I am planning a best-manstyle-exposé speech with him as the “theme” (doh – he will be
reading this!) especially for the occasion.
Plans for SoC’09 are pretty much in place as well, with a very
positive offer from Chris Perkins to host the event at the University of Manchester. At present there is an offer on the table
with BCS to host a joint SoC/BCS conference on this occasion.
Chris is happy to host this, and also a traditional SoC-only one
if that is the way it pans out. Watch this space.
Discussions have taken place both in and out of committee on
an appropriate choice for the next SoC President. An offer has
been made to Prof Danny Dorling of Sheffield University, and
he has provisionally accepted. Danny is a long-term friend of
the society, has spoken at the annual summer school / conference previously, and has exactly the right profile for the job
– being a leading academic but also a practising cartographer
(cf his work on the Worldmapper project). I am sure that he will
perform brilliantly in taking on the mantle so successfully and
faithfully carried out by Mike Wood over the years.

Steve Chilton


After the closing of the summer school I hung around and said
farewell to people one by one as they left, as I was in no hurry
to go anywhere. I think David and Bill were thinking that I might
never leave! As it was such a lovely day I stopped in the park
near the station and deliberately missed my train and sat in the
sun watching the world and his wife go by. The reason I was in
no hurry was because I was going to the launch of the Times
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Atlas at the RGS early that evening. Reaching London I still had
time to spare so took in a couple of galleries of the Natural History Museum before going up to the RGS. I was glad to have
supported this event, and commented via carto-soc on the fact
that such a launch should have been set for the end day of
SoC and the beginning day of BCS conferences. And just for
a moment I wished I was in the public lecture theatre of RGS
instead - as Tony Hawks was doing a charity lecture on one of
his madcap book/bet exploits involving, I believe, a fridge, a
thumb and large amounts of Irish countryside.
I have commented previously on some of the strange, but interesting, situations that arise from having my contact details
listed first on the SoC website. In the period of this Newsletter there have been four diverse ones which I will briefly share
with you. Firstly, a graduate student from Singapore contacted
me having read the interview I did on Richard Treves’ Google
Earth Design blog. She wanted me to expand on my views expressed there, and asked some further searching questions,
which I willingly considered and responded to. This was in
sharp contrast to two (connected?) USA high school students
who both emailed me for information for their current projects.
They both wanted to know what a typical cartographer did and
what they typically earned. In both cases I wrote back to say
that I was atypical both in work and salary – but answered as
best I could from my experience over this side of the water.

Future Summer
School Venues
Dates for your diary

2008

Aberdeen
1-4 September

2009

Manchester

2010

Would you like to
host a conference?
If so, please contact
Steve Chilton:
chair@soc.org.uk

Later I had a call from Oprah. Not, you must understand, Ms
Winfrey herself, but one of her researchers. In the States there
is a “magazine for women” called O, which is an offshoot of the
Oprah Winfrey phenomenon. They were planning a piece on
cartography, and wanted to know who was “at the cutting edge
of cartography today, with a sub-plot of affecting society”. A
difficult one to answer, given the outlet, market, etc. I asked
to think about it and get back to them. Bearing in mind the
assumed need for “personality” rather than “substance” (my
perception, which might have been wrong), I mulled over the
whole Google Earth thing, and considered the impact of Arno
Peters and his projection, both of which I rejected as not strictly
cartography and not without controversy, respectively. Then
it struck me that I should be nominating our President-elect.
So I forwarded them loads of info on Prof Danny Dorling, his
research projects, the Worldmapper stuff (using the Aids/HIV
maps as examples of affecting society), his book on “Identity
in Britain” and his recent appearance on the BBC radio “Think
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ing Aloud” programme. No idea if it did (or will) be carried by
the magazine, although I did ask them to let me know. A quick
Google search just now didn’t come up with anything either.

. . . working on a research project for Disney to locate the end of
the world, and why we
had picked Kiribati – the
rationale being that it
is possibly the landmass most distant from
the major continents,
bisects the Equator and
the International Date
Line, is the first place to
see the sunrise/set, and
is under threat from the
sea because of its lowlying nature.

Finally, I had a call from a PR company asking if I would work
with them on a publicity campaign for the launch of the DVD of
Disney’s Pirates of the Caribbean: at World’s End. As part of the
launch they wanted to know where the “end of the world might
be”! They wanted me as a noted cartographer (!) to endorse
the suggestion from adventurer Tom Avery that it might be the
Kiribati Islands in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. I had a moment’s pause for reflecting on academic integrity and abuse
of position, which the fee for the job seemed to sweep away!
So, this morning I had my first trip out of the house since the
op by being cabbed down to the National Maritime Museum in
Greenwich. We filmed a pseudo-serious press conference with
Tom and me stating why we had been working on a research
project for Disney to locate the end of the world, and why we
had picked Kiribati – the rationale being that it is possibly the
landmass most distant from the major continents, bisects the
Equator and the International Date Line, is the first place to see
the sunrise/set, and is under threat from the sea because of its
low-lying nature. Another fascinating insight into the workings
of the media industry, an antidote to the cabin fever that was
starting to set in (when did you last do a jigsaw!) – and a great
break from watching re-runs of “Whose Line is it Anyway?” on
daytime TV.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Early morning hovercraft arriving in Portsmouth


SUMMER SCHOOL REPORT
UNIVERSITY OF PORTSMOUTH
3 - 6 September 2007
The opening and welcoming remarks by Steve Chilton, Society
Chair, and David Sherren, Host Organiser, were followed by the
first session.

SESSION 1: HISTORIC PORTSMOUTH
Early Development of Portsmouth
Sarah Quail, former Head of Arts, Libraries, Museums and
Records for Portsmouth City Council opened the session, Historic
Portsmouth, with an account of the early development of the city.
Before today’s city conurbation was established, the whereabouts
of ‘Portsmouth’ as a cartographic identity was not easily
recognisable. Conceivably, Portsmouth started at Portchester
Castle at the northern shores of Portsmouth Harbour until Richard
I first built a dock near to the harbour entrance in 1194. Further
dockyard development by Henry VI and Henry VIII outside of the
garrison town now known as Old Portsmouth fixed Portsmouth’s
positional identity by the sixteenth century.

SUMMER SCHOOL
The following pages contain
a series of reports from the
43rd Summer School, which
was held at the University of
Portsmouth in early
September. They aim to give
the readers who were unable
to attend a flavour of the
presentations and workshops.
The full programme and abstracts from the cartographic
sessions can be found at the
society website and complete versions of some of
the papers will appear in the
next edition of the Society’s
Bulletin.

The Defences of Portsmouth
Professor Ray Riley continued the developmental theme of
Portsmouth by referring to the eighteenth century construction
of defence fortifications around Old Portsmouth, Portsea and
the Naval Dockyard, and the Hilsea Lines defences at the north
of Portsea Island. Further defence fortifications were constructed
during the Napoleonic Wars as forts encircling the city and were
subsequently known as Palmerston Follies since no shots were
fired in anger. As a garrison town, Portsmouth sat entirely within
these walls with development outside only coming with the age
of expansion and the lessening of the seaborne threat. Ray’s
humourous, entertaining delivery earned him celebratory speaker
status and this was reflected in the number of delegates attending
his guided walk along the defence fortifications of Old Portsmouth
on the Tuesday afternoon.

Future Development of Portsmouth
Barbara Thompson, a Strategic Director for Portsmouth City
Council, followed elaborating on the recent modern developments
emerging from the historic fabric of the city; namely, the central
business district and the new harbour side development of

. . harbourside
development of
Gunwharf Quays and
the Spinnaker Tower
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Gunwharf Quays and the Spinnaker Tower. Future developments
are focusing on the city centre retail outlets and the introduction of
a new motorway junction on the M275, west central Portsmouth.
Bill Johnson

SESSION 2: DESIGN MATTERS
Developing an Atlas Publishing Programme from a standing start
David Roberts, Dorling Kindersley

David gave an insight into the production process at his company,
showing how themes develop and how the parts are integrated
into a logical and planned whole.

Spinnaker Tower viewed
from below

Design Matters: Time Matters
Pam Baldaro, University of Southampton

Pam gave her views on why “Design matters: time matters”. It
was extensively illustrated with material from a project to design a
3D campus plan for the University, with comments on the pitfalls,
problems and solutions involved in meeting a tight deadline and
yet producing an attractive and usable result.

ROUNDERS ON SOUTHSEA COMMON

Action shots from
Southsea Common . .
. . Hey where did that
one go?



SESSION 3: MILITARY MAPPING
One of the earliest ‘professional’ applications of mapping may have
been military and meeting the needs of, especially, land-based
armies has challenged cartographers across the millennia. It was
appropriate, therefore, that this session should examine both early
and more recent history as well as looking at the use of maps and
geographic data in the contemporary military arena.
Maps and the Military Historian
Richard Brooks, freelance historian, has extensive knowledge
and experience of maps and military history, having authored
one of the most important recent texts on the subject - Cassell’s
Battlefields of Britain and Ireland, 2005 - and been involved with
others. In particular he focused on how maps are used for the
representation of ‘tactical’, ‘strategic’ and ‘schematic’ aspects of
the subject. While in the midst of the cartographic explanation of
a feigned attack by Guiseppe Garibaldi in one of his campaigns,
Richard also effectively fended off a more immediate skirmish by
a very loud fire-bell (test)! Of his various examples, Agricola’s
battle with the Caledonians in c. 83 AD, caught my attention as the
most likely location of what was referred to as ‘Mons Graupius’, i.e.
Bennachie in Aberdeenshire, was the first hill I climbed with my
father when I was three! Although not a cartographer, Richard was
able to focus on his experience of the critical interactions between
author and map makers of specialised military histories.
Models in Camera: Allied Model Making during World War II
Alastair Pearson, University of Portsmouth
Alastair’s talk was a surprise to me and a delight, as it opened
a door to a new aspect of military 3D modelling. The wonders
of modern digital terrain modelling are very familiar, as are their
uses in various military applications, but seeing the work of
modellers during WW2 was even more wondrous! The detailed
and professional approach to these critically important tools
of war planning had apparently involved many different artists,
architects, sculptors, etc., as well as photographers, and their
apparent accuracy was often quite amazing. The precision and
huge numbers of these models (or photos of them) employed in all
kinds of military operations were illustrated by various examples,
including the invasion of Sicily (the largest amphibious operation of
the war), the RAF Bomber Command attack on the Peenemunde
Army (rocket) Research Centre, with low-level attack methods and
precision bombing, and the D-Day landings on the Normandy
Beaches, for which 750 models had been made. Thank you,
Alastair, for these exciting revelations.

Old map of Portsmouth
showing fortifications
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The Challenges of Mapping the Urban Environment for Military
Operations
Major Peter Richardson, Defence Geographic Centre

www.defenceimages.
mod.uk
. . . mapping the urban
environment in the
theatre of war poses its
own particular difficulties

Although this speaker had to face one of the inevitable challenges
of today – journey interruption due to a road accident – his talk was
richly rewarding. His current post as Chief of Staff of the Defence
Geographic Centre (DGC) has been preceded by a wide-ranging
career both geographically and technically, having had involvement
in operations in Europe, the Falklands, Iraq, Belize and Afghanistan.
His cartographic training, which began at the Royal School of
Military Survey, has been extended in many directions, especially in
terrain analysis. Naturally his illustrations were derived from his rich
experience, with examples of the increasing importance of digital
data support for weapons platforms, systems, navigation and
Command, Control, Communication, Computation & Information.
Communication between sometimes widely distributed military
sections has always been a problem. Today, providing networks
remain open, this problem has all but been eliminated. However
power supply is still a weakness, especially in remote desert
locations such as Afghanistan and Iraq, and paper maps are still
regarded as essential. Although now senior officer in the DGC, with
many responsibilities, he identifies his main function as ‘a source
of entertainment for the civilians’. We benefited from both his
knowledge and entertaining skills!
Mike Wood

SESSION 4: MUSICAL MAPPING
Musical Maps: a musical approach to cartography or a cartographic
approach to musical composition
Brian Rogers, University of Plymouth

. . . more like
Stockhausen than
Mozart



Brian’s presentation was very entertaining and he had sufficient
Powerpoint slides to fill a whole morning! Besides being a
cartographer he is actively involved in all aspects of music making
in his leisure time - playing several instruments, listening and
experimenting with music software and synthesisers.
He invited us to turn convention on its head and imagine producing
a map using conventional Western musical notation. The music
created would then describe a particular journey. He explained
that the process of designing his method was quite laborious
as he also researched other examples of aural mapping which
could help visually impaired people to negotiate a route. He was
slightly apologetic that the resulting music often sounded more like
Stockhausen than Mozart.

His workshop on Wednesday expanded on his talk by taking a route
that I had written out using his instruction sheet, which tracked the
route I take from home to our village Co-op. It involved indicating
direction and degree of slope up or down; for each instruction
Brian assigned a note, the length of which reflected the degree of
slope up or down. He ran it through his software using a piano and
it had a meandering dreamy sound that perfectly matched my own
perception of the route.

Ark Royal in Portsmouth

As I can read music, I found it fascinating and felt able to contribute
suggestions e.g. change of key can give a quite different feel to
the musical map. Although I have not got round to it yet, it is my
intention to provide Brian with a photographic record of my route
which could be linked to the musical notation for a slide show.
Brian is keen to explore this very different way of mapping further
so hopefully he will be back next year to give us an update.
Rosie Duncan

SESSION 5: MARITIME MAPPING
Battle of the Solent 1545 - the Mary Rose, Kings, Admirals and
Archaeology - Images and Maps
Dominic Fontana, University of Portsmouth

The 11th October, 2007, marked the 25th anniversary of the raising
of the Mary Rose, Henry VIII‘s vice-flagship, from the depths of
The Solent. Appropriately, the first presentation for the Maritime
Mapping Session was given by Dr Dominic Fontana, University of
Portsmouth, entitled ‘Battle of the Solent 1545 – the Mary Rose,
Kings, Admirals and Archaeology – Images and Maps’. Having
worked with the Mary Rose Trust at the time of its raising in 1982,
Dominic’s first hand knowledge and subsequent GIS mapping
skills provided a talk of great interest. In the summer of 1545 King
Francis I of France attempted the invasion of England with what
was probably one of the largest naval fleets ever assembled at
that time. An army of 30,000 soldiers was transported across
the English Channel in more then 200 ships. The invasion was
opposed by King Henry VIII and an English army at Portsmouth
and by the English fleet based in The Solent. The English warship
The Mary Rose capsized in the battle but the French were
prevented from taking Portsmouth and its naval dockyard and
the invasion was thwarted. With reference to an engraving of the
Cowdray painting which shows the battle scene in The Solent, ship
locations of both fleets and ‘hard’ features such as castles and

11th October, 2007,
marked the 25th
anniversary of the
raising of the Mary
Rose, Henry VIII‘s
vice-flagship, from the
depths of The Solent
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coastlines were pinpointed and related to historic and modern
charts. The whole scene was modelled using a combination of a
GIS (MapInfo) and a DTM (Vertical Mapper). By experimenting with
different ‘view settings’ it was possible to recreate the perspective
view as depicted by the engraving. Dominic’s maps show how a
combination of geography, French tactical errors and King Henry
VIII’s navy managed to save the English crown.

Image from www.maryrose.org

. . . the oceans are the
moderator of the world’s
climate and the key to
containing the excesses
of the greenhouse effect

Dr Simon Boxall is
currently sailing in the
Greenland Sea as part
of the Cape Farewell
project collecting ice
melt data.
www.noc.soton.ac.uk/index.php?full=1

Coastal Town Mapping 2070: Cartographic or Bathymetric?
Simon Boxall, National Oceanography Centre, Southampton
The final speaker for Tuesday morning was Dr Simon Boxall of the
National Oceanography Centre and the School of Ocean and Earth
Science, University of Southampton. Was his presentation, ‘Coastal
Town Mapping 2070: Cartographic or Bathymetric’, tongue in cheek
or a reality check? Firstly, the hype of media myths on climate change
were duly dismissed as triviality and a more scientific discourse
ensued. Simon emphasised that the oceans are the moderator of
the world’s climate and the key to containing the excesses of the
greenhouse effect. The net accumulation of carbon dioxide levels
at the South Pole have increased exponentially since the industrial
revolution and mean global temperatures continue to be on the
rise. Ice sheet melt-down and, in particular, thermal expansion of
the planet’s oceans, contribute to sea level rise with a prediction
of a 0.75 metre rise between 1900 and 2100. Other consequences
of change forecasted are precipitation patterns, crop yields, Gulf
Stream variation viz. UK cooling! As for Portsmouth, Simon gives
us the next twenty years to resolve climate change in order to avert
flood risk by 2070!
Bill Johnson

SESSION 6: GIS MAPPING
Map design for GIS users
Dr Kenneth Field, School of Earth Sciences and Geography,
Kingston University

The first paper in this session was given by Ken Field, Principal
Lecturer in GIS at Kingston University, Editor of The Cartographic
Journal and Map Editor for The Journal of Maps. Ken ‘venturedbeyond the data view’ to illustrate how mapping the results of

10

geographical analysis can be more effectively visualised by good
communication and basic awareness of sound cartographic theory. This paper provided an examination of the gulf between commonplace GIS output and effective cartographic output using a
range of examples.
Google Earth design - where are the cartographers?
Richard Treves, University of Southampton

Richard provided ‘an Antidote to Red Dot Fever’ through good
design for Google Earth maps and suggested that neo-geographers need help with map design to identify what they are doing
badly. He further eluded to say that while most web developers
are database literate and ‘techy’, they are also low in cartographic
knowledge and generally don’t care about cartography. Cartographers were encouraged to grab the Google Earth mapping mantle
to produce and post maps on ‘Google Earth Forums’ and explain
the cartography behind the design concept of their maps. At a recent international symposium for digital earth with some of the key
players in Google Earth Outreach, there was a feeling that in all the
excitement of what is possible with virtual globes that design had
been left out. Richard demonstrated some of the popular Google
Earth layers showing such diverse subjects as Poachers – Curious
Baboons – a Warthog Wallow – Elephants on the Run – Prized
Giraffe Tails!!! Check out his blog about design in Google Earth
(http://www.googleearthdesign.blogspot.com/).

Check out his blog
about design in Google
Earth (http://www.googleearthdesign.blogspot.
com/)

Data Sharing in a Mashed-up World
Graham Vowles, Principal Consultant, Ordnance Survey

In a thought-provoking talk, Graham gave the audience a perspective into some of the slippery issues of rights management from
business, legal and technical stand-points on some of the standardised licensing terms needed in the geospatial sector. He demonstrated his Risk Management Triangle – based on Trust; Technical Protection; and Legal Remediation as a way of managing and
protecting Intellectual Property. His paper touched on topics such
as OGC GeoDRM Standards and Architecture; Automated Rights
Management and the Creative Commons licensing model and how
they impact on private, public, commercial and emergency access
terms. Having described what standardised licensing terms might
be needed in the geospatial sector, Graham suggested that the
geospatial sector should unify its thinking so we are better able
to work together and consider defining a digital highway code for
geospatial information.

HMS Victory

Mike Shand

11
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SESSION 7: MEMBERS’ SESSION

It is always good to hear what other members of the Society are
up to and for them to have the opportunity to talk about a project
that may be too small or insignificant for a full presentation, but
nevertheless of interest to society members.
Steve Chilton began with some examples of OpenStreetMap data

in use in the real world: including a couple of websites, printed
cycling and canal maps, campaigning cycling and green maps, a
commercial house-selling website, and two examples of re-styling
the output for web-based countryside and cycle maps.
John Abraham gave a brief resumé of a paper he has submitted

to the Journal of Maps which examines the need for bespoke
geomorphological mapping symbols and the problems of meeting
the requirements of different end-users at varying mapping
scales.

For more information
about the panoramas of
Heinz Vielkind visit
www.vielkind.at

Mike Wood ended the session throwing light on the production of

the Panoramas of Heinz Vielkind and in particular a new panorama
of the Cairngorms. He uses maps, photographs and field sketches
to build up a picture which he expertly turns into very fine quality
panoramas in both summer and winter guise.
Rosie Duncan

SESSION 9: DEMONSTRATIONS AND
WORKSHOPS
Pictometry - David Henderson, Senior Product Manager, Ordnance
Survey

David visited the summer school to show a demonstration of the
geographical imagery system Pictometry. The Ordnance Survey
have joined with Pictometry (the world’s largest seller of oblique
aerial imagery) to become an authorised reseller for the Great
Britain data.
This data includes the vertical view taken from OS MasterMap
Imagery and oblique images taken at an angle (between 45-60
degrees) from four different points of the compass. There are two
types and level of image; community images (flown at a height
of 1,500 -1,800 metres with an average resolution of 60cm/pixel)
and neighbourhood images (flown at a height of 600-750m with an
average resolution of 15cm/pixel).
12

When the images are combined by the system they provide
a complete view which shows the real built environment. This
provides a greater level of detail than from the vertical view alone
– such as the number of floors in the building and the location of
the entrances and exits to a building. It also helps details such as
street lamps, signage and other infrastructure to be viewed more
clearly. The images are clear and do not need photo-interpretation
skills to use them.
David demonstrated the Electronic Field Study (EFS) software
linked with the product, which allows the user to investigate the
imagery for the area of interest. The tools enable the user to make
accurate calculations and measurements from the images such as
distances and heights. EFS can be used in conjunction with GIS
software and allows data to be added and extracted by the user in
addition to the purchased libraries of data.

. . . oblique imagery of
the ‘gerkin’, London

The uses for the software were discussed within the workshop,
particularly the application of Pictometry by the emergency services
in real time incidents. The area can be analysed for best routes of
escape in a fire and for the emergency services to approach the
building/area.
Further information can be found at the following web address:
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/products/pictometry/
index.htm
Jenny Kynaston

LIDAR height data manipulation
Dr Alastair Pearson (University of Portsmouth) gave us a brief
introduction to LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) before letting
us work through a computer exercise using Surfer 7 to produce
maps. During the workshop Alastair took time out to give us more
detailed explanations on certain aspects of the data and software.
The Environment Agency uses a LIDAR system mounted in an
aircraft flying at 800 metres to collect data from the ground at two
metre intervals giving a high resolution model of the terrain. LIDAR
is particularly used for surveying coastal land to assess for erosion
and to monitor flood plain areas.

LIDAR is particularly
used for surveying
coastal land to assess
for erosion and to
monitor flood plain
areas.

By the end of the session I had produced a shaded relief map
and a contour map of part of the Isle of Wight, and it was obvious
that with time to process large amounts of data and experience in
using Surfer, it would be possible to produce more aesthetically
pleasing output!

13
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Vision of Britain
Dr Humphrey Southall (University of Portsmouth) has spoken

at previous Summer Schools about the Great Britain Historical
Geographic Information System. At this workshop he gave a brief
overview of the project before three research staff spoke in more
detail about their current work to extend and enhance it.

. . . 19th century
boundary map of
Portsmouth found in a
search on
www.visionofbritain.org.uk

Since 2004 it has been possible to access information from census
records, maps and other historical documents about any part of
Britain by inserting a place name or postcode, or by clicking on a
map, on the Vision of Britain Through Time website.
Future plans include creating maps of parliamentary constituencies
so that general election results from 1832 to 1974 can be presented;
this is scheduled for completion in 2009. Work is underway, in
collaboration with colleagues in Sweden and Estonia, to extend
the project to other European countries. At all stages of the work
suitable solutions have been sought for technical issues as well as
data provision aspects.
Claire Ivison

. . . Google seems more
interested in hitting
fancy new wow tools,
rather than paying attention to basic, but less
sexy, functionality and
design principles

Google Earth Design
Richard Treves gave a follow up session to his main presentation
on Google Earth, which involved looking a bit more in detail at
some of the examples and new features he had earlier highlighted,
and then discussing them from both a cartographic standpoint,
and encouraging ideas or suggestions as to how things could be
improved in order to allow a more refined cartographic output.
Whilst Google Earth is undoubtedly a very important tool in raising
awareness of mapping in the general public with its ‘wow’ factor,
there are some basic cartographic problems which still exist.
As Richard has pointed out more than once (and which we are all
aware), Google seems more interested in hitting fancy new wow
tools, rather than paying attention to basic, but less sexy, functionality and design principles. We thus engaged in discussion on
certain issues, such as an inability to change fonts or symbol locations, the requirement to know KML editing in order to change even
some very basic things, and some issues with assigning hierarchy,
all of which can lead to some very strange (Read: ugly) looking
maps in some circumstances and scales, though obviously there
were some good examples as well.
Sadly and frustratingly, technical issues meant that we had no inter-
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net access, and as such had to rely entirely on pages in Richard’s
cache, which meant that a number of the examples he wanted to
show couldn’t be shown. Despite that issue, it was a very useful
discussion, and I hope that Richard can be persuaded to continue
to offer presentations and workshops at future conferences as
Google Earth (and other similar offerings) evolve, and, hopefully,
incorporate and refine use of more cartographic principles.
Rich Perkins

GPS Mapping Exercise
Steve Chilton and Nick Whitelegg (from the OpenStreetMap

project) led a workshop on using GPS devices to collect map data
in the field. Splitting into groups, the delegates went out with loaned
GPS devices with a set of instructions on how to use the GPS and
how to record data on roads, footpaths, and Points of Interest in
pre-determined sectors east of the University. After eventually getting the devices calibrated - the tall Uni buildings having a “canyon
effect” on the satellite signals as they bounced off the structures
- they headed out to record some data. On returning a quick demo
was run on how the OpenStreetMap tools allow one to interpret the
GPS signals and annotate the data with attributes. The delegates
were given or sent their GPS data and their annotated sketches
and encouraged to add it to the OpenStreetMap database in their
own time later.

GPS device used to
collect map data and
see below the result in
Open Street map

Steve Chilton

SESSION 10: COMMUNITY MAPPING
The People’s Map Project
Tim Rideout of the XYZ Digital Mapping Company

Tim started off the session with a presentation on the People’s
Map Project, a partnership between Getmapping and XYZ. The
project has had its teething problems, but is in Beta now. At the
time of the presentation the editing software was “delayed”, so
still a little unknown yet. The project works like this: “Professional
and Private users maintain the People’s Map by providing update
information using the editing suite. The information is checked and
compiled into high quality cartographic maps at all scales by the
People’s Map Partnership”. Tim raised the interesting spectre of
the ‘surveyors’ being BCS-qualified (by exam). He explained that
output should be provided in .SHP and other standard vector
outputs.

http://peoplesmap.com/
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Open Source Renders the World
Artem Pavlenko, Mapnik

http://mapnik.org
. . . I found it an
amazing achievement
and excellent tool set,
devised by someone
who freely admits to
having no cartographic
background – just a love
of beautiful maps, which
Mapnik certainly can
create.

Artem followed with an interesting presentation on the Mapnik map/
data rendering software which he created. This had a particular
resonance with the sessions immediately before and after in that
both the People’s Map and OpenStreetMap use Mapnik as their
prime map rendering engine. We were shown some examples of
other uses of the routines, before getting into the nuts and bolts.
The software is written in C++ and is modular, and very fast. He
then demonstrated some of the features such as anti-aliasing,
collision detection for labels, and the use of rules and filters to
achieve the desired mapping effect. There followed examples of
the use of features such as a shieldsymbolizer, pointsymbolizer,
and polygonsymbolizer. I found it an amazing achievement and
excellent tool set, devised by someone who freely admits to having
no cartographic background – just a love of beautiful maps, which
Mapnik certainly can create.
Geodata Collection in the 21st Century
Nick Black, ZXV Limited and Steve Coast, OpenStreetMap

“allowing especially
talented people to do
amazing things”

Finally Steve Coast (OpenStreetMap) and Nick Black (ZXV Ltd)
presented on Geodata Collection in the 21st Century. Steve started
with a summary of the OpenStreetMap project so far – including
such impressive stats as 1,000+ users editing per month. He also
illustrated the relative (and changing) values of various data – both
traditional and ‘open’ – before concluding that the most valuable of
all were the people and the community in a project such as OSM.
Nick Black then took this community aspect further by explaining
the power of non-monetary motivation, ownership, feedback,
and “allowing especially talented people to do amazing things”,
complete with a brilliant picture of someone surveying with his bike
and GPS device in the dark in driving snow.
Steve Chilton

SESSION 11: MAPPING THE ENVIRONMENT
Change Detection Mapping and Trend Analysis of Salt Marsh areas
of Central Southern England using Photogrammetric analysis
Brian Baily, University of Portsmouth

Brian’s presentation was about a project to map the changing
extent of salt marsh coverage over the last thirty years. The project
focuses on the Solent coast and estuaries, one of seven plans
commissioned by the Environment Agency and English Nature
under the Coastal Habitat and Management Plans initiative
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(CHaMPs).
Brian explained how rectified aerial images using full colour infra
red and panchromatic photography were created and the salt
marsh and coastal boundaries mapped using a combination of
photogrammetric scanning, ground control, geo-rectification,
mosaicing and heads-up (i.e. on-screen) digitising techniques. The
results indicated that, for the Solent region, the total salt marsh area
had declined from 1683 hectares in the 1970s to 1054 hectares in
2001. Portsmouth had seen a decline in salt marsh over this period
of 63%.

. . . 90% of salt marsh
would be lost by 2100.

The loss of salt marsh can result in increased coastal erosion and
current indications were that the rate of change was speeding
up. The consequences of such a loss included the effect on
conservation and recreation, and the need for additional dredging
due to the release of more sediment into the estuarine system.
Brian ended with the conclusion that 90% of salt marsh would be
lost by 2100.
Spaceborne DEMs: Earth and Mars
Mike Smith, Kingston University

Mike, who is a senior lecturer in Geographic Information Science,
introduced us to the rich selection of near-global digital elevation
models that are available. He began by explaining that the National
Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA) had developed standard
definitions of digital elevation datasets. At the top end of the scale,
with a horizontal grid spacing of 30 arc seconds (approximately 1
kilometre), is GTOPO30 from the USGS. Mike outlined a number
of other terrestrial DEMs, including the Shuttle Radar Topography
Mission, flown in 2000, which he described as the first consistent,
high resolution, “global” DEM (i.e. covering 80% of the land mass),
plus two that were created using photogrammetry, SPOT and
ASTER.

Ship’s gargoyle on the
quayside at Gunwharf
Quays

Our journey into matters extra-terrestrial, which would be continued
in the final paper of the Summer School, was then addressed with
a description of two successful Martian remote sensing missions.
Dramatic images of the Martian surface were illustrated using data
derived from the Mars Orbiter Laser Altimeter, aboard the Mars
Global Surveyor, and High Resolution Stereo Camera imagery from
Mars Express.
Mapping the Sky
Daniel Thomas, University of Portsmouth

Daniel Thomas from the University of Portsmouth’s Institute of
Cosmology and Gravitation presented the final paper of the Summer
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. . . while light from our
sun takes 500 seconds
to reach Earth, light
from our nearest galaxy
neighbour, Andromeda,
takes 2 million years
A quarter of the sky
has now been mapped
using a 120 megapixel
camera.
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School – a fascinating account of the history and development of
star and galaxy mapping. He began with a brief history of survey
astronomy, from ancient surveys undertaken in 3000 BC through to
the breakthrough in 1908/17 when other galaxies were discovered
using the 60/100 inch telescopes at Mount Wilson. Some truly
mind-boggling numbers were then presented in an introduction to
modern galaxy surveying. For example, while light from our sun
takes 500 seconds to reach Earth, light from our nearest galaxy
neighbour, Andromeda, takes 2 million years. The cosmic horizon
is a ridiculous 13 billion light years distant.
Daniel went on to describe the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS), of
which Portsmouth is a participating institution, which has produced
the largest map of the universe. A quarter of the sky has now been
mapped using a 120 megapixel camera. So far this has captured
230 million celestial objects and 1 million galaxies. This project is
also a partner in the creation of Google Sky, which was launched in
August 2007 and was demonstrated during the presentation. The
1 million galaxies mapped in the SDSS are now being classified in
the project called Galaxy Zoo.
Delegates were shown that the expansion of the universe is
accelerating. Einstein, however, had held on to the belief that
the universe was static and the introduction of the cosmological
constant in his theory of general relativity was described as his
‘biggest blunder’. Finally, the fate of our universe was considered.
Would it all end in a Big Rip or a Big Crunch?
David Sherren

EXCURSIONS

Portsmouth - old town
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Admiralty Library, HM Naval base, Portsmouth
During the summer school, various visits of cartographic interest
were arranged. A small group of us had the privilege of visiting
The Admiralty Library. We had quite a problem initially locating the
exact building where the library was housed (a map would have
been helpful!), nonetheless it was well worth the visit. Guided by
the Chief Librarian, we looked at an enormous collection of early
sea atlases, all in fine original condition. These included the lovely
decorative atlas by John Pine, with its highly decorative borders,
which were based on tapestry hangings in the House of Commons,
and one depiction in particular showed the English Fleet chasing
the Spanish Fleet along the South Coast and back to Spain. All
in all we were really amazed at the enormity of the collection and

of course the immaculate condition of the entire collection. An
excellent visit for we cartographers.
A. Carson Clark

Greaves & Thomas, globe makers
Having each been given our ticket to Ryde, we boarded the
FastCat Ferry at Portsmouth Harbour for the 15 minute voyage to
the Isle of Wight. Disembarking at the end of Ryde Pier, a gentle
stroll in the sunshine took us to globe makers Greaves & Thomas.
Established in 1988 and specialising in historical facsimiles,
Greaves & Thomas globes are made in the traditional way using
hand papered plaster spheres, often hand painted, then aged
to produce the authentic facsimile globe. Many of their products
end up in museums, libraries and institutions as exhibits. Though
they specialise in historical replicas, they have also branched
out to produce, amongst others, celestial and planetary globes,
customised globes and, intriguingly, the Elvis globe.

www.globemakers.com

James Bissel-Thomas greeted us and took us up to his workshop
- a fantastic jumble of globes of various sizes in various stages of
completion, from plaster hemispheres to the finished product. The
company uses recycled materials where possible, including the
paper for the gores and wood for the stands, which are also made
in-house. The historical theme is continued with the company
delivery vehicle - an old 1957 Austin van!
There followed a splendid cup of tea in the adjoining Orrery Café,
where we witnessed the planets moving in relation to one another
around the sun, hung in the centre of the room, and enjoyed the
beautifully muralled walls. Many thanks to our guide James whose
enthusiasm and knowledge made this a fascinating visit.
Tim Absalom
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Ray, undaunted by the increased numbers, proceeded to outline
the afternoon’s stroll through the defences of Portsmouth, ably
assisted by Richard Brooks, who earlier in the day had delivered a
lecture on ‘Maps and the Military Historian’, so we were well served
by experts!

Deep-seas remotely
operated vehicle (ROV)
named ISIS . . . dive
depth capability 6,500
metres . . . the best in
the world

National Oceanography Centre
The National Oceanography Centre, Southampton, is sited on
the Empress Dock, a prime location with easy access for survey
vessels to Southampton Water and beyond. Dr Simon Boxall,
presenter from the morning maritime session, greeted our group
at the main reception before embarking on a guided tour around
the extensive purpose-built, £50 million waterfront campus opened
in 1995. Passing the NOC Library, a tremendous resource on all
things oceanographic, we headed for the aquatic laboratories and
equipment workshops. A number of yellow submarines (autosubs)
were receiving attention (run on hundreds of Duracell batteries).
Autosub is a long range, deep diving, autonomous underwater
vehicle (AUV). It can carry a wide variety of physical, biological and
chemical sensors to provide scientists with the capability to monitor
the oceans in ways not possible with conventional research ships.
The ‘ISIS’, a remotely operated vehicle (ROV), was at home being
serviced after its last expedition. Its operation room nearby was
housed in two combined sea containers ready to be winched with
the ISIS onto the next sea going deck.

As we meandered gently through the streets of Portsmouth, Ray
and Richard noted features of interest, particularly the distinct
architecture of former military buildings and barracks. They painted
a picture of old Portsmouth, a garrison town, which fared well
in times of war, full of soldiers and sailors many were ‘pressed’
men and had not been home for years. The many alehouses and
brothels were kept busy!

‘The Prof.’ illustrates a
point to delegates

After a welcome coffee break at Twigs Café opposite the delightful
Anglican Cathedral we learnt about bastions, revetments, ravelins,
glacis and moats and how the technology of defence has
changed over time reflecting the advances in attack and ordnance
technology, and the subsequent building of forts out in The Solent
to protect the narrow harbour entrance.
There is still much to be seen of the coastal defences in the wellpreserved Round Tower and Square Tower. The pleasant open
aspect of Southsea Common exists purely for military reasons
– to allow gunnery crew clear sight of oncoming ships – any
building had to be of wood in order that it could be fired through,
a fate worthy, he felt, for the Clarence Pier development! Close to
Clarence Pier are the well-preserved remains of a tidal moat and
ravelin and other defences.
This was the end of a fascinating afternoon illuminated by Ray’s
waspish wit and host of anecdotes ably supported by Richard and
enjoyed by all.
Phil Cubbin

On the quayside the coastal survey vessel ‘Callista’ was boarded
and imaginary sailings were enacted. Finally a stroll back past
teaching laboratories showed the vastness of operations within the
NOC building. www.noc.soton.ac.uk/mocs/about.php

Portsmouth Cathedral

Bill Johnson

Guided walk of Old Portsmouth’s historic fortifications
On a warm and sunny September afternoon delegates congregated
outside the Portland Building. Numbers had increased from a
paltry three to a respectable dozen or so, largely due to one of two
factors; attendees had been inspired by Prof. Ray Riley’s (guide)
presentation on the Monday afternoon and/or the cancellation of a
boat trip on the National Oceanography Centre visit!
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Old town area of Portsmouth
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Helen Stirling, winner of
the 2007 Wallis Award
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WALLIS AWARD

ABERDEEN 2008

The 2007 Wallis Award was won by Helen Stirling for her map of
Inverness. Here, Helen describes her cartographic career.

Society of Cartographers 1 – 4 September, 2008
44th Annual Summer School
University of Aberdeen

After graduating with BSc in Geography from Edinburgh University
in 1984, I went on to gain a diploma in Cartography at Glasgow
University, studying under the late Mr. John Keates. I joined the
Forestry Commission as a cartographer in 1985 where I was
involved in the full spectrum of mapping - design, production and
reprographics. In 1990 I started working freelance, based in Ayrshire.
After moving to Inverness in 1995 I met Wendy Price (Wendy Price
Cartographic Services) with whom I have been working with for
over 10 years, largely on tourism related projects. Over the past
couple of years I have been increasing my own contracts. The ‘City
of Inverness Street Map’ is one of the first ‘Helen Stirling Maps’. My
thanks to the Society for this award.
Helen Stirling

ANNUAL DINNER
The 43rd Annual Dinner took place at the Royal Naval Club and
Royal Albert Yacht Club – a very impressive venue a short distance
from the halls of residence. It followed the usual format of drinks
before the meal, followed by speeches and dancing, but this time
we were entertained throughout the meal by ‘The Old Sea Dogs
and Squinty McGinty’ singing a selection of sea shanties, at one
point being joined by Carson Clark. The table decorations included
a large quantity of silverware; mainly cups that had been awarded
for competing in major yachting competitions. There was much
discussion as to whether we should have something so impressive
for our Wallis Award.
After the speeches from Mike Wood and Steve Chilton we adjourned
to an adjacent room for the ceilidh. The dance floor was full for every
dance, the women being in great demand. The evening finished at
12.30pm when everyone departed either to return to the halls of
residence and to get some sleep
(the sensible ones) or to move on
to another venue where a ‘lock
in’ had been arranged, followed
by a visit to the beach for some
delegates.
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The ancient University of Aberdeen is the venue for the 44th Annual Summer School of the Society of Cartographers. Plans are
in progress to provide a programme to interest every delegate
and offer the well-established mix of lectures, workshops, visits
and social gatherings. Aberdeen city, although known as the Oil
Capital of Europe, with the busiest civilian heliport in the world,
also offers many opportunities for the visitor. The city and immediate surroundings have the harbour, the two-mile-long city beach,
cliff coast walks, golf courses and parks, while the hinterland has
castles, archaeological sites and the Malt Whisky Trail. Information about the programme, etc., will be provided in the months
to come. We genuinely look forward to welcoming our mapping
friends to Scotland in 2008.

Summer School
2008
Aberdeen

Call for Papers

As the 2008 Summer School programme is still under development
we would be very pleased to receive offers of papers. Themes/
topics which have already been suggested to the planning team
include:
Historical mapping
Coastal mapping
Panorama and pictorial maps/tourist maps
Design issues
GIS
Global Warming – mapping the evidence
We would also like to hear of developments in important on-going
subjects such as: Open Street Map, Free Map, etc., and programs
such as Google Earth, and data issues.
If you would like to offer a
paper please contact Mike
Wood
(m.wood@abdn.ac.uk).

Kings College Chapel,
Aberdeen University
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OBITUARY
Alan Hodgkiss 1924 - 2007

Founder member of our Society, quiet and hardworking, always
ready to help less experienced younger cartographers, including
the one writing this short tribute.
In his life, he prepared maps and diagrams to illustrate over 100
books. He was also the author of several books on maps and
cartography. He was widely influenced by Professors Robert Steele
and Frank Monkhouse, who also loved early maps. One of Alan’s
best known books is ‘Discovering Antique Maps’ (1st edition 1971)
and still in production by Shire Publications.
For 37 years Alan led the Cartographic Unit at the University of
Liverpool, during which time he trained many young cartographers.
In the years that followed the establishment of our Society of
Cartographers back in 1964, he edited our Bulletin for the period
1964 - 1973.
Alan’s remains were buried in a churchyard of his old church
in Liverpool on 14th August 2007, a quiet family affair with his
wife June, his son and daughter and a few university friends in
attendance. He will be sorely missed by all who knew him, but will
always be remembered with gratitude and affection by all those
cartgraphers who, like myself, owe him such a debt of gratitude.
A. Carson Clark

THOUGHTS OF A (former) SoC EDITOR
Readers will have noticed a change of Editor for this and subsequent editions of the SoC Newsletter. Here, former Editor Gary Haley shares a few thoughts about his four years in the position.
I first joined the SoC Committee at the Sheffield Summer School
in 1995 after being persuaded to stand by Pam Spoerry who was
Bulletin Subscriptions Manager at the time. I held the position of
advertising manager (or was that publicity manager?) for eight
years until, in 2003 at our Reading Summer School, a vacancy occurred for the Newsletter Editor’s role, which had been held by
Kathryn Sharp.
Reading was a joint SoC/BCS event and was extremely successful
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with superb local organisation by Heather Browning, now our membership secretary, and Bob Parry. The Newsletter Editor wasn’t the
only role to change hands that year though, as our AGM saw Nick
Tasker hand over as Society Chair to long time Bulletin Editor Steve
Chilton. Steve continues to hold the Chair’s position, although after
editing Bulletins for what seems like forever, it has still taken a further four years for this crucial role to be filled (by Alex Kent).
In all, I have been responsible for editing 12 editions of our Newsletter which, despite pressures from other demands in my life, have
appeared pretty regularly over the years. While the look and feel of
the 11 editions following our November 2003 issue haven’t really
changed, the content has moved on with more talk these days
of SatNav, Google and Open Source mapping than colour theory,
name positioning and freelancing which all featured in November
2003.
November 2003’s issue was also the first SoC publication to ‘go
digital’ with a redesign to capitalise on the use of full colour and
distribution to our readers (members and non-members alike)
via our website. While a handful of members still opt to receive a
hard copy version, the vast majority feel comfortable with downloading the Newsletter from our website, and (hopefully) resisting
the temptation to print it out, preferring to read it on screen. I am
pleased that the committee’s decision in 2003 to opt for publishing the Newsletter in this way has made some contribution to the
turnaround in the finances of SoC, with Newsletter print and distribution costs having fallen to zero (almost).
What have I enjoyed about my time as Editor? Above all, the challenge of making each issue interesting (I hope I managed it) and
hopefully, better than the previous issue. While the autumn issue
more or less writes itself with reports from Summer School still
fresh in the Editor’s mind (and with copious notes to hand), the
spring and summer issues are slightly more difficult to populate
with material. I always saw our Newsletter as a powerful tool in our
armoury for publicising summer schools, which have always been
a great way for cartographers to come together, usually at a great
venue, and to recharge batteries prior to the rigours of returning to
work. For me, editing the Newsletter was, both a way of ‘continuing
the recharge’ and of ‘stoking the build up’ and I hope that you, the
reader, felt some of that too.
So, what of the future? Well, we have a new Editor, Rosie Duncan, who, if her efficiency in helping to organise our Keele Summer

Gary Haley
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School in 2006 is anything to go by, will, I am sure, do a magnificent job for the Society. I am pleased that it was possible at this
year’s AGM for me to continue to serve as a committee member
and I look forward to working with my colleagues as we strive to
promote the Society and cartography into the future. Good luck
Rosie in your new role.
Gary Haley

NEWS
British Cartographic Society Awards
A number of SoC members were nominated for BCS awards this
year and two were succesful in winning their particular category.
National Geographic Society New Map Maker Award
Alexander Kent
An Analysis of the Cartographic Language of European State Topographic Maps: Aesthetics, Style and Identity

The judges were extremely impressed with the amount of research
and work that had been undertaken in the production of this entry.
The result - an impressive volume including photographs and well
reproduced illustrations as well as derived and original mapping.
The layout and presentation of the original maps has been wellthought through. The colours were interesting and worked really
well to ensure clarity. In addition to the maps, the quantitive diagrams were also easy to interpret.
Although the original maps were the reason for this entry in to the
Award, the judges were drawn into the text to investigate subjects
further. The content was found to be very readable and the layout
and presentation of the whole work extremely attractive.
Stanfords Award For Printed Mapping
Rosemary Duncan
Hamps and Manifold Geotrail

Her entry, the Hamps and Manifold Geotrail, was commissioned
by the Staffordshire Regionally Important Geological Sites. The
mapping is well referenced to the additional information surrounding it, including geo-sections, photographs and the descriptive
text. The colour schemes and design are really eye-catching and
well balanced across the whole product with a very attractive layout. The format is well suited to the user, as a tour guide as well
as a keepsake.
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EVENTS

STOP PRESS

21 January 2008
GEES Subject Centre - Support Staff Conference
Venue: University of Gloucestershire, Cheltenham
What is the event about?

XYZ MapInfo training

Support staff in Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences
(GEES) departments play an important role in enhancing the student
learning experience, yet Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) and networking opportunities for this key group of staff
are limited. The primary aim of this second National Conference
is therefore to identify and to debate the issues now facing
Support Staff and to build and strengthen CPD and networking
opportunities amongst Technicians, Cartographers, IT Specialists,
Librarians, Resource Centre Staff, Departmental Administrators
and other similar groups.
Conference Registration is now open. For more information and
registration forms, please see the web site at www.gees.ac.uk or
contact events@gees.ac.uk.

Two 3-day training events
have been organised for the
beginning of the year.
London 23 - 25 January 2008
Manchester 6 - 8 February 2008

For more information contact
XYZ by calling 0131 454 0426
www.xyzmaps.com/TrainingCourses.htm.

21 - 24 January 2008
Europe’s Biggest Geospatial Intelligence Event

At DGI 2008 taking place in London on 21-24 January 2008, you
will find the most comprehensive gathering of senior GIS and
geospatial intelligence professionals from the widest variety of
defence and government agencies around the world, all sharing
their experiences with you.
For more information on the conference and Focus Days, visit
www.dgieurope.com, call us on (44) 207 368 9465 or e-mail us at
dgieurope@wbr.co.uk

END NOTE
Thank you to everyone who has supported the mustering of my first
Newsletter, especially ‘peg leg’ Steve and Claire with her red pen.
As you can see I was under hypnosis when I agreed to become
Editor, so be warned when the next committee vacany occurs!
Remember this newsletter is yours, so if you come across anything
cartographic related that interests you, then it will probably interest
many others. Please send any contributions to me at:
Rosie.Duncan@staffs.ac.uk
Ed

NEXT EDITION MARCH 2008

Rosie Duncan
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Minutes of 43rd Annual General Meeting
University of Portsmouth
Tuesday 4th September 2007
Members present: 35.
Apologies: Gary Haley; Tim Fearnside; Don Shewan and Owen Tucker.
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Proposed:

Graham Allsopp Seconded: Brian Rogers

There were no further comments from the floor on the Society Reports:
Chair, Steve Chilton, called for acceptance of the Reports en bloc.
Proposed: Graeme Sandeman

Seconded: Peta Carter

4. Election of 2007-2008 Committee.

Nominations were proposed and seconded for the following posts. All were duly elected for 2007-8

Chair Steve Chilton requested any further nominations for Committee posts before opening the

Bulletin Editor: Alex Kent

meeting.

Newsletter Editor: Rosie Duncan

The meeting opened at 20.00

Publicity Manager: Brian Rogers
Committee Member: Gary Haley

1. Chair’s Introduction

Society Chair Steve Chilton welcomed all to the 43rd AGM of the Society, especially anyone attending for the 43rd time, or more likely for the first time. He thanked local organisers Bill Johnson and
David Sherren and their helpers for providing such a stimulating conference. Fellow Committee
members were also formally thanked for their support over the year. The Chair highlighted current
Committee vacancies and appealed to members to become involved in helping to shape the future
aims of the Society and become part of the team that takes the Society forward.
2. Minutes of the 42nd AGM held at University of Keele, Tuesday 5th September 2006 and matters

No new nominations had been received for the following posts; all were willing to stand again for
re-election:
Chair: Steve Chilton		
Hon. Secretary: Mike Shand
Hon. Treasurer: Graham Allsopp
Membership Secretary: Heather Browning
Bulletin Subscriptions: Tim Absalom		

arising.

Tim Absalom: Item 5, line 2 – ‘stalward’ to read ‘stalwart’.

The above nominees were duly elected to the Society Committee for 2007-8.

There were no further matters arising and the minutes were adopted.

Proposed: Mike Wood

Proposed: Mike Wood Seconded: Phil Cubbin
The minutes were duly signed by the Chair Steve Chilton.
3. Society Reports (full reports presented to AGM and published separately)

(a) Hon. Secretary’s Report - presented by Hon. Secretary Mike Shand.
(b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report - presented by Hon. Treasurer Graham Allsopp. (including Publicity Report – Phil Cubbin).
(c) Bulletin Editor’s Report - presented by acting Bulletin Editor Steve Chilton. (including Newsletter
Report - Gary Haley; Bulletin Subs. Report – Tim Absalom) .
(d) Membership Secretary’s Report - presented by Heather Browning.
Following the presentation of the Society reports, the Chair Steve Chilton invited comments from the
floor.
Commenting on the Reports, Bill Johnson highlighted the importance of having the new Standing
Order forms available and completed by members.
Treasurer Graham Allsopp recommended that Independent Examiner Gillian Nowell FCA be re-elected for 2007-8. There were no objections and the appointment was approved.

28

Seconded: Phil Cubbin

The vacant post of second Committee member was filled by Jenny Kynaston (co-opted, post-AGM).
The non-committee posts of Bulletin Review Editors are held by Peta Carter and Rosie Duncan and
Webmaster by Owen Tucker.
5. Membership and Bulletin Subscriptions

Society Treasurer Graham Allsopp introduced this item by reiterating the suggestions made at the
2006 AGM to increase Society Subscriptions by the following proposed amounts for 2008 onwards
– Ordinary Member £20 to £25; Student £10 to £15; Bulletin Subscriptions £30 to £35 (from Volume
42). The proposed increases would generate approx £1000 extra annual income assuming current
membership numbers. The Treasurer also explained the advantages of claiming Gift Aid on future
subscriptions and how the Society could benefit from a retrospective claim, all at no cost to the members. A Gift Aid declaration form will be made available to members and incorporated in the new
Membership Subscription Standing Order forms. Subscriptions are to run from January to December for 2008 onwards. On a lighter note, Carson Clark informed the meeting that the subscription
rate for 1968 was one guinea.
Proposed: Graham Allsopp		
Seconded: Michael Murphy
The above proposals were unanimously adopted.
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tribute by A. Carson Clark.

6. Alan Hodgkiss – Tribute by A. Carson Clark, FRGS; FBCartS

It is with sadness that Carson Clark informed the membership of the death in 2007 of fellow founder
member, friend and Honorary Member Alan Hodgkiss. Carson presented his tribute by recalling
Alan’s valued contribution to the forming and running of the Society (including Bulletin Editorship
1964-73) together with some personal anecdotes and memories. A minute’s silence was observed
by the AGM in tribute to Alan Hodgkiss. Full details of the outstanding contribution by Alan Hodgkiss
to the Society will be formally recorded in an Obituary by A. Carson Clark in due course.
7. Any other business duly notified

Finally, offers would be most welcome for a host for the 2008 Summer School and for future years.

					
					

Mike Shand
Hon. Secretary

Honorary Treasurer’s Report for the financial year ending 30th June, 2007

Chair Steve Chilton informed the meeting that an offer for future Summer School hosts had been
made by Mike Wood/Lawrie MacLean, University of Aberdeen (2008) and Chris Perkins/Nick Scarle,
University of Manchester (2009). Both were now in the process of being considered and an announcement would be made as soon as possible after this Summer School. Consideration will also
be given to hosting a joint event with the British Cartographic Society (BCS) for 2009. Former Society
Chair Huw Dobson commented that a joint event was timely and welcome. Society President Mike
Wood outlined the proposal for hosting the 2008 Summer School at Aberdeen adding that the desire
to hold the event was strong. The main issues to be clarified involved the availability and suitability of
accommodation and lecture facilities. Both issues will be investigated further and members informed
in due course on the confirmation of dates for the proposed event.

As usual, the accounts have been prepared by independent examiner Gillian Nowell. However, as
the Society became a Limited Company on 19th September 2006, the Financial Statement accompanying this report only covers the period 1st July – 19th September 2006. Consequently Gillian felt
unable to make any recommendations on the Society’s financial activities this year.

There being no other business, Chair Steve Chilton thanked those present for their contributions and
closed the meeting at 20.52.

To align the Limited Company with Corporation Tax year ends, our financial year end will be moved
to 31st March, and consequently, a further Financial Statement for the period 20th September 2007
- 31st March 2008 will also be presented at the 2008 AGM.

Mike Shand (Hon. Secretary)

Honorary Secretary’s Report 2006-07

As there is little activity in the Society accounts over the summer months, I do not intend to comment
on this Financial Statement.
A Financial Statement for the period 20th September 2006 - 19th September 2007 will be presented
at the 2008 AGM.

To enable members to view the current financial state of the Society, Gillian has also prepared some
Management Accounts to the year end 30th June 2007.

Presented to the 43rd Annual General Meeting University of Portsmouth
Tuesday 4th September, 2007

The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at the University of Keele. Thanks go to
Rosie Duncan, Andy Lawrence, their friends and colleagues for providing delegates with another
very successful Summer School.
The 2005-6 Wallis Award for ‘excellence in cartography’ was awarded to Michael Murphy, University
College Cork for his “Atlas of Cork”.
Two formal Committee meetings were held during the year at the University of Portsmouth, one in
April and another here this week. Two Summer School Bursaries were awarded in 2007.
Thanks go to Society member Stuart Gill of the University of Coventry for conducting and organising
a very successful and well attended SoC supported Adobe Illustrator / Freehand Workshop in June.
It is with sadness that I have to inform members of the death in 2007 of founder and Honorary Member Alan Hodgkiss. Full details of his outstanding contribution to the Society will be recorded in a
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These show the Society recorded an operating loss of £2,104. This gives the Society current Net
Assets of £10,635.
The loss is caused mainly by advances to the Keele Summer School, and an increase in the production costs and particularly postage costs for the Bulletin. It should be noted that we have subsequently received a surplus of £1,351 from Keele University, which will mitigate the operating loss in
the next Financial Statement.
I will remind members that in her 2006 report, Gillian noted that the Society should give consideration
to raising subscriptions for the forthcoming year; bearing the operating loss in mind, I would urge
members to vote in favour of raising subscriptions at this AGM.
The Society has also opened accounts with CAF (Charities Aid Foundation) Bank, which offers far
more beneficial banking terms for charities. Following the vote on subscriptions at this year’s AGM,
new Standing Order forms will be available, both moving the Standing Order to CAF Bank and also
providing registration for Gift Aid.
Finally, can I pay my traditional note of thanks to Membership Secretary Heather Browning and Bul-
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letin Subscriptions Manager Tim Absalom for all their hard work. As usual, I would urge members
to pay subscriptions by Standing Order. It is most important that members pay attention to their
Standing Orders this year – replacement Standing Orders need to be forwarded to the Membership
Secretary before October. Additionally, all UK taxpayers should fill out a Gift Aid form, enabling the
Society to reclaim a further 22% of subscription monies.
Graham Allsopp
Hon.Treasurer

Membership Secretary’s Report 2006 / 2007
I have spent this past year maintaining the membership details database and chasing non-payers
for their subscriptions.
On 31st August 2007 the membership database contained the details of 184 people, a reduction of
13 members on last year, including 5 Honorary, 8 student and 145 fully-paid up members. We also
had 6 new members, all joining by the on-line payment system PayPal method.

6 non-payment cancellations.
Invoices were sent out in April of this year. The current situation is as follows: 81 paid, 9 outstanding,
4 complimentary
A follow-up invoice for non-payers will be despatched in September, which will include a reminder
letter for those with outstanding Volume 40 subscriptions.
Over the last four years the number of subscribers has fallen from 122 for Volume 37 (2003) to the
present level of 96 for Volume 41. In an attempt to determine the causative factors behind this decline, a letter will be sent to those who have cancelled their subscription over this time period. That
concludes the report of the Bulletin Subscription Manager.
Tim Absalom
Bulletin Subscription manager

The number of people who today still owe subscriptions is still relatively high (26 in total). Some of
these do pay money by standing order, but not for the correct amount. The reduction in membership
has been mainly due as a result of non-payment of the last 2 years of subs - members who owe
money for more than one year are being removed from the database.
The membership database is now up-to date and will hopefully be published via a members only
access button in the new Society’s website, hardcopies will be available on request. Please remember
to keep me informed of changes of contact details, especially email addresses, as I am using email
as the main method of contacting members.
Later in this meeting we are discussing the membership subscriptions - an increase in the cost
as well as a change of membership dates. These proposed changes coincide with the change in
SoC bank account and the introduction of Gift Aid which will mean an increase in administration
over the next few months. I ask that you support these changes when voting later on. With these
changes, can I repeat the annual plea to members who are still paying their subscriptions by cheque
to consider paying by standing order, this ensures.
Heather Browning
Membership Secretary

Bulletin Subscription Manager’s Report 2007
Volume 40

Volume 40 of the Bulletin was printed and despatched to members and subscribing organisations in
December 2006/January 2007.
Volume 41

The current situation is as follows: 96 potential subscriptions to Volume 41 (102 copies of the Bulletin), 23 from the UK, 73 from overseas. This includes:1 new subscriber, 2 subscriber cancellations,
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