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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
This is my first message from the Chair, and I have no idea what
to say. That augurs well for the speech at the Annual Dinner! So,
for inspiration I looked back at some old Newsletters for what my
predecessors might have said. There was talk from Huw Dobson
of the name change of the Society (Apr 89) and proposed merger
– by BCS (Jun 93). Finally he signed off as Chair after 10 years
(whoa, I won’t be doing 10 years surely) in Nov 97. Nick Tasker
mused on the impact of the new Millennium (Apr 99), discussed
the process of developing the new Society logo (Apr 00), and
periodically on changes to Committee personnel.
I thought I would firstly like to say a little of what I have been doing
since taking on the post of Chair at Reading in September. There
is a tendency for any organisation, particularly those of a voluntary
nature, to expect the Chair to be the figurehead of the
organisation, AND also to do most of the work. Whilst the first may
well be so, I have no intention of allowing the second to happen.
The other members of the Committee, and the membership in
general, MUST take some of the workload off the shoulders of the
Chair and the other main officers.
So what do I plan to do as Chair, and what have I been doing so
far? One of the first things I did was to find out more about the
Society and its current status and circumstances. Despite having
been on the Committee for such a long time there were areas of
our activities that I really didn’t know enough about. I have
compiled a “stock-taking” document and have discussed this with
Nick (as past Chair) and some of the leading officers of the
Committee. Having taken stock, it is my intention that we perform
a SWOT analysis, and use that as a starting point for discussing
where we go next – as a Society. I do feel it is important to
recognise not only our strengths but also our weaknesses as a
group. Only by doing so can we truly make informed judgements
on the way forward.
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NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS
Welcome to the
November issue of the
SOC Newsletter. This
issue has been designed
for digital distribution via
the Society’s website and
is therefore in glorious
colour. Hard copy
versions of the
Newsletter are available
on request.
Contributions to the
Newsletter are welcomed
from all members. Please
email all copy and
photographs to
Newsletter@soc.org.uk
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Nick Tasker hands over the
reins to new Society Chair
Steve Chilton at the AGM

COLOUR THEORY
WORKSHOP
The UK Hydrographic Office
based in Taunton has very
kindly agreed to host an
SOC-run workshop on
Colour Theory.
Former SOC chairman
Nick Tasker (pictured below)
(nick@imagen.fsnet.co.uk)
will run this one-day
workshop on 20 January
2004.
Please contact him for more
details or see the
advertisement on page 7 of
this issue of the Newsletter.

Many of you probably have no idea of the commitments that
being Chair of this group brings. The following are just some of
the activities that I have been involved with as your Chair in the
last two months. I have been invited to attend the next meeting of
the UK Cartographic Committee. The SoC Chair sits on this by
right and has an important part to play in this forum for discussing
Cartography at a broader level. About a week after my details as
Chair replaced Nick’s on the SoC website I fielded a request from
a consultant looking for a company to tender for a large-scale
cartographic project in West Africa. I researched an appropriate
response, and supplied details of three possible solutions. There
was also an enquiry from LTSN Subject Centre for Geography,
Earth and Environmental Sciences (LTSN-GEES). They are
looking into the possibility of a conference for support staff from
these subject areas. Aware that ‘Cartography’ could be one of the
areas for discussion, they seemed keen to sound out SoC for
ideas and/or a joint approach. I replied that we would be very
interested, and offered to be on a planning group if required –
with my input from organising several SoC conferences, and from
being the Learning and Technical Support Manager here at
Middlesex University. I have just arranged to have a teleconference meeting of the planning group for this in 2 weeks time.
Hopefully, more details will be released on this in due course. I
have also been working with Drew Ellis on the groundwork for the
next SoC conference at Bristol next September.
As some may be aware, I moved into the Chair at Reading and
vacated the Bulletin Editor’s seat. Unfortunately, no immediate
candidate was evident to take on this vital job. I agreed at the time
to carry on doing both jobs, but I know that I cannot give myself
fully to the Chairmanship whilst trying to edit (and produce) the
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Notes to contributors

This is a call for material for the next SoC Bulletin. I am looking in
particular for main articles for the Bulletin, but also short articles,
map/atlas/book reviews, software reviews and/or information on
new products. So, if you have something that you feel you want
to share with the cartographic community then please get in
touch with the editor by phone, fax or email (details below) to let
me know if you would be interested in having any material
published. The timescale is that the next issue of the Bulletin is
being put together currently, and contributions need to be with
me by the end of November. Further information about the
Bulletin, plus content from recent issues is available at:
http://www.soc.org.uk/bulletin/bulletin.html

Contributions to the SoC
Bulletin, both short and long,
are welcomed from members
and non-members of the
Society. Any subject matter
relating to cartography in its
widest interpretation is invited,
but articles on techniques and
ideas applicable to the
practicing cartographer are
particularly welcome.
Information about new
products is also welcomed
from manufacturers.
Major articles should be
prefaced by a brief abstract
(maximum 100 words), and
references should be listed
alphabetically by author’s
surname at the end of the
article. Contributors should
include a short personal
biography. Where possible
articles should be submitted in
digital form (MS Word
preferably). If you want to
submit material for
publication, please contact
the Editor in the first instance.

Notes to Contributors giving further information about submitting
material are provided in the next column. Do not hesitate to
contact me if you require further information.
STEVE CHILTON
SoC Bulletin Editor
Tel/Fax: 020 8411 5355
Email: steve8@mdx.ac.uk

Bulletin as well. I am working on the combined edition for
publication at the end of the calendar year, and I’m pleased to say
that I have 3 main articles in and 6 more promised. I will see this
volume through but REALLY do need someone to consider taking
on the post for the next issue (due in late 2004). If anyone wants
to see a “job description” I am more than happy to supply it – with
no commitment on the behalf of the viewer. Please consider
whether you can take on this role, or any other role or vacancy
that becomes free in the Society.
So, finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those
who have helped me over the years with the Bulletin’s production,
and also in particular to colleagues on the Committee. Thanks to
you all for having the confidence to elect me as your Chair. I hope
I can justify this level of confidence.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Café culture
Tim Absalom and
Graeme Sandeman
enjoy the social agenda of
Summer School

3

SOC Newsletter, November 2003

SUMMER SCHOOL
The following pages contain
a series of reports from the
highly successful jointly
organised SOC Summer
School/BCS Symposium
which was held at Reading
University. They aim to give
readers who were unable to
attend a flavour of the event.
The full programme and
abstracts from the
cartographic sessions can
be found at the Society
website and complete
versions of some of the
papers will appear in the
Society’s Bulletin in the
coming months.
Information about the 2004
Summer School can be
found by visiting
www.soc.org.uk. The
website is updated regularly
so why not bookmark the
site and make sure you visit
regularly?

See page 5 for more
information.

Cartography
2004

•

Bristol
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REPORTS FROM CARTOGRAPHY 2003
READING UNIVERSITY
2–5 September 2003
SESSION 1 LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION:
CARTOGRAPHY IN A 3G ENVIRONMENT
Session 1’s very trendy title picked up on a current TV programme
and the new generation of mobile telephone devices.
Firstly, Daniella Florea gave a very interesting presentation on
how this new technology can be used to “profile” users, push
content to them according to their profiles, and to use locational
data through these new third generation devices. She particularly
concentrated on the inherent problems of map accuracy and
content. We have to accept that high precision mapping is fast
becoming a commodity and that value added components
represent new opportunities for suppliers and users. But can we
as cartographers influence this development?
Then Mike Jackson, of the splendidly named QinetiQ’s Space
Department, gave a paper on “Cartographic and geographic
challenges posed by the development of location based
services”. Whilst discussing similar problems as the previous
speaker, his pitch was to look at the underlying geospatial
processing systems and the visual representation of the resulting
information.
Finally, Edward Mac Gillavry introduced many of us for the first
time to the wonderful world of blogging. Definition: Short for Web
log. A blog is a running commentary, sometimes on a particular
subject, that an individual posts on a web page. Many blogs are like
personal journals posted by individuals, with stream-ofconsciousness comments on anything that happens to interest
them. Blogs are often updated weekly, daily or sometimes hourly,
but not generally on a set schedule. Varients: blogger (one who
maintains a blog); blogging (the act of maintaining a blog), web log.
Edward described collaborative projects where users supplied
data from gps/phone devices on, for instance, restaurants and
bars to compile maps and databases of local features. The
presentation also highlighted some of the pros and cons and
discussed some barriers that hinder the progress of collaborative
mapping. To explore this weird development you could do worse
than (b)login to http://www.webmapper.net and check the latest
threads.
Steve Chilton
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6–9 September 2004
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SESSION 3 ARCHIVING, MANIPULATING AND
DISTRIBUTING DIGITAL DATA
Dr Seppe Cassettari, CEO of The GeoInformation Group kicked
off the session with a project developed by the GeoInformation
Group to create a digital database from OS orthophoto maps
from 1946–1952. Mainly covering Central and South-East
England, the imagery was scanned, rectified, mosaiced and
colour balanced. The result is available on a CD as a continuous
layer and can be overlain on modern imagery to show land-use
change – potentially very useful for brownfield development sites.
The next paper concerned the Go-Geo! data portal and was
introduced by Philip Abrahamson of the Geo-Services division
at EDINA. This new portal allows searches to be conducted either
spatially or textually and aims to provide the UK academic
community with access to geospatial datasets held by academic
institutions, government and industry.

GIS and web based
spatial data delivery has
the potential to make
the 2001 census the
most accessible yet.

Dr Richard Harris from the School of Computing at the
University of Glamorgan then highlighted a variety of online
sources of census data. GIS and web based spatial data delivery
has the potential to make the 2001 census the most accessible
yet. He also flagged up the fact that, whilst Enumeration Districts
still exist, the standard units of information delivery are now known
as ‘Output Areas’. Based on postcodes, the aim of this change is
to generate more homogeneous units.
www.statistics.gov.uk
Dr Humphrey Southall, reader in Geography from the University
of Portsmouth, outlined new developments to the Great Britain
Historical GIS. Previously used almost exclusively by academic
researchers, the revised site aims to reach a wider audience
including life-long learners and heritage sector workers. The core
architecture of the system is an ontology (neither solely GIS or
thesaurus) but a record of entities and relationships, in which
boundaries have a temporal as well as spatial reference. The
spatial content is underpinned by geo-referenced 1:63360 New
Popular OS maps of Britain from the 1940s.
www.visionofbritain.org.uk
The scene for the next paper was set by Eunice Gill from the
National Archive, who gave an overview of the archiving
agreement between her employer and the Ordnance Survey.
Jonathan Holmes from the OS then followed this up with a detailed
description of how OS fulfils these obligations and archives its
data. Issues such as content, format, storage media and
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Contact Nick Tasker
(nick@imagen.fsnet.co.uk) for more details
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Team players!
Jubilant quiz team
participants soak up the
atmosphere on quiz night in
the bar…

availability were all discussed. At present four copies of the data is
stored on CD in two different locations and a random sample is
checked annually, but future plans are to implement storage on
multiple hard disks which should allow automated checking.
Tim Absalom

SESSION 4 CARTOGRAPHY IN THE WET
The papers given in this session provided an insight into the ways
in which various types of mapping are being used for waterrelated mapping.

…composite
hydrographs and digital
elevation models
together with land use
mapping are being used
to measure the risk of
flooding and the extent
and costs of any
damage caused by
projected future flood
events…

8

The session began with an interesting description by Wouter
Vanneuville on how composite hydrographs and digital elevation
models together with land use mapping are being used to
measure the risk of flooding and the extent and costs of any
damage caused by projected future flood events in the Flemish
part of Belgium. The data is proving invaluable for the insurance
industry and government when planning future contingencies
against this type of natural disaster.
The next paper, presented by Philip Storey, gave details of how
the 1947 bathymetric survey of the major tarns (small upland
lakes) of the English Lake District, supplemented by new data
added during the 1960s, is being used to provide an up-to-date
metric version of the charts. The new charts have been digitised
and published to a new standard as part of a reference work. The
paper considered the problems caused due to the doubtful scale
and orientation of the original material and explained the
techniques used to overcome these difficulties.

SOC Newsletter, November 2003
…and quiz mistresses Susie
Hart and Heather Browning
after a hard shift controlling
the quiz

The third and final paper of this session was given by Mary
Spence, Project Manager of Global Mapping. She is currently
engaged as a consultant to British Waterways who manage the
inland canal network of the UK, a primary tourist attraction across
the UK. The project she has been working on involves the creation
of web-based mapping of the inland waterways, the network, their
locks and access points for the public and boat users. The UK’s
inland waterways are increasingly becoming a prime leisure
resource and the preparation of maps to enhance our enjoyment
of them is an essential part of that growth. The paper examined
how waterways mapping has evolved in recent times and
considered the role it plays in the recreational use of the
waterways.

The UK’s inland
waterways are
increasingly becoming
a prime leisure resource
and the preparation of
maps to enhance our
enjoyment of them is an
essential part of that
growth.

Gary Haley

SESSION 5 THE URBAN SCENE
Three contrasting papers were given ranging from a study of the
uses of early urban mapping to the application of VR technology
in urban planning
Richard Oliver’s paper on early maps as sources for
reconstructing the urban past followed from an earlier paper
which discussed a continuing project to record and analyse town
maps between 1470 and 1900. The paper focused on the various
maps available for Exeter between 1587 and 1900 and
distinguished between those that were the result of complete
original surveys, those which were derived from these surveys
with the addition of new information, and those of little worth. It
went on to consider the availability of maps in national and local
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Lesley Mackay enjoys a chat
with former chairman
Huw Dobson

collections and whether the range of maps available for Exeter is
paralleled elsewhere.
Andrew Taylor presented an interesting and entertaining paper
in which he recounted his teenage interest in drawing maps which
led eventually to the creation of his own detailed city centre map
for Manchester. This became a commercial undertaking and led
to two hand-produced editions of the map being produced
although a computer has been used for subsequent editions.

…new technologies for
visualising cities are
making an important
impact on both
technical plan-making
and on public
participation.

Michael Batty’s paper, the last of the session, made it clear that
new technologies for visualising cities are making an important
impact on both technical plan-making and on public participation.
It went on to outline new methods of making multimedia for urban
planning accessible in web-based environments. Examples from
work with local communities in the East End of London and a
virtual London project were used to illustrate the paper. The work
can be previewed at www.casa.ucl.ac.uk.
Gary Haley

SESSION 6 NAMES ON THE MAP
Most of the papers in this session were concerned with issues
raised by the positioning of names on maps and specifically the
use and effectiveness of automatic name placement software.
The sourcing of names, name retrieval from gazetteers and the
selection of typefaces were also discussed.
Peter Fretwell of the British Antarctic Survey kindly stepped in to
present a paper prepared by Paul Cooper, who unfortunately
was indisposed. The paper dealt with issues raised by the
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Graeme Sandeman,
St Andrews University,
enjoys a social chat with
new chairman Steve Chilton,
Middlesex University

distinctive political environment of Antarctica. It focused on the
poor state of topographic mapping of the continent, the typical
use of point locations as the only reference for place names, and
the prevalence of locations with multiple names caused by the
many countries that have mapped the continent over recent
decades. A gazetteer has existed since 1998 based on the work
of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) and
this work continues with the present database including all names
currently in official use in Antarctica. Paul Cooper has been
working on developing a hierarchical structure of the gazetteer
which will assist with the process of selection and placement of
names for cartographic representation.
The second paper in this session, presented by Graham Gill of
Bartholomew/Collins, focused on the development of automated
techniques for the placement of names on maps. It went on to
demonstrate the capabilities of Maplex particularly in the
challenging environment of street mapping and looked at some
of the wider technical and commercial issues it has raised.

…every text object
“thinks for itself” about
where it should be,
using measures,
constraints and plans to
meet a set of technical
and cartographic goals.

Neasa Foley and Julian Hayward of Laser-Scan then presented
a fascinating paper which described a new approach to name
placement on maps where every text object “thinks for itself”
about where it should be, using measures, constraints and plans
to meet a set of technical and cartographic goals. Laser-Scan’s
ClearText product was used to illustrate how active object
techniques are used for the generation of labels, for identifying
possible positions, scoring candidates and for optimal placement
of labels.
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Drew Ellis (left), next year’s
local organiser in Bristol
attempts to secure a
reluctant speaker
(Don Williams) for the
2004 Summer School

The next paper, given by Dave Brooker, Alison Ewington and
Philip Storey, described the production of road maps, town
plans and a gazetteer in the Reader’s Digest’s most recent road
atlas of Britain. It described how names were extracted from the
Ordnance Survey’s Strategi® and OSCAR® digital datasets and
were then placed automatically using the Maplex system. Rather
than focusing only on the processes involved, the paper dealt
specifically with issues relating to the nature and quality of the
source data and made recommendations for achieving
improvements to the system.

…typography is part of
the “art” of cartography
and […] the selection of
particular type styles
can elicit a “feeling” that
can help convey the
visual message of the
map.

The final paper in this session, by David Miller, revealed how
typography is part of the “art” of cartography and how the
selection of particular type styles can elicit a “feeling” that can
help convey the visual message of the map. It went on the
describe how National Geographic use their searchable placename changes database and how advice from local language
partners across the world is used to effect name changes to the
database.
A more comprehensive rendering of many of the papers given at
Reading will be available in the next issue of the SoC Bulletin due
out shortly.
Gary Haley
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There’s always a lively social
atmosphere at the end of
the day.

WORKSHOPS AND DEMONSTRATIONS
The Society of Cartographers recognises the practical nature of
the work carried out by the majority of members of the Society
and continues to consider that the use of short practical
demonstrations during the summer school week and at other
times of the year where possible provides a valuable service for
the benefit of members. This year was no exception with five very
different workshops.

This year was no
exception with five very
different workshops.

MAPUBLISHER
Dr Tim Rideout of XYZ Digital Mapping gave a very useful insight
into just some of the features of MaPublisher version 5 which very
effectively bridges the gap between GIS and cartography, running
as a suite of Plug-Ins for Adobe Illustrator and Macromedia’s
Freehand software.

…MaPublisher […] very
effectively bridges the
gap between GIS and
cartography…

The workshop allowed delegates to gain hands-on experience of
importing data, transforming it, working with naming of features
and stylising the data to produce a workable map in just 45
minutes.

CENSUS MAPPING
Dr Richard Harris of the University of Glamorgan gave a
demonstration which offered a beginner’s guide to obtaining and
mapping UK census data using freely-available geographic
information and software. The demonstration was complemented
by Dr Harris’s paper on ways of handling the immense quantity of
data that is now available from the 2001 UK census.
http://www.mapping.geodemographics.info/
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A fabulous display of
exhibitions from some of the
biggest corporate names in
cartography complemented
a wide variety of
cartography displayed by
SOC members

MAPLEX
Maplex is claimed to be the world’s leading automated text
placement program and has gradually revolutionised the map
production process since its introduction in 1994. The software
can be used as a stand-alone product but the demonstration,
given by Peter Jolly, showed how the same text placement
technology has been incorporated into ESRI’s industry standard
GIS products ArcView, ArcEditor and ArcInfo. The second part of
the demonstration showed how Maplex works within these ArcGIS
products.

MEMORY-MAP
…software for the
production of navigation
and digital mapping for
the outdoor recreation
market can be used for
the production of
interactive mapping
aimed at the Pocket PC
market.

Ray Badminton, Managing Director of Memory-Map Europe,
demonstrated how the company’s innovative software for the
production of navigation and digital mapping for the outdoor
recreation market can be used for the production of interactive
mapping aimed at the Pocket PC market. The demonstration
focused on the consumer’s expectations of navigation systems
and demonstrated the company’s PC and Pocket PC products
and how they compare with vector based solutions to this
expanding service for leisure users of mapping.

FREELANCING
A short and informal session was convened by Gary Haley,
director of MapSet Ltd, to allow delegates to share their
experiences of freelancing in the cartographic sector. Topics
covered included diversification, getting work, self-promotion,
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I think this is my dance!
Mike Shand with Julie Snook
and Cathy Tunks after the
Annual Dinner

getting paid and touched on some of the regulatory issues that
inevitably become part of the life of the freelance cartographer.
Gary Haley

THE ANNUAL DINNER
The Annual Dinner is the highlight of any Summer School and this
year was no exception, especially as we had joined forces with
our cartographic friends from BCS. One hundred and fifteen
delegates made the short walk (without deviation) across campus
to ‘Cedars’, the venue for the evening where they gathered in the
early evening sunshine for ‘drinks on the patio’.
The organiser (myself), glass in hand, was involved in last minute
arrangement with the caterers to rearrange the seating plan after
the final head count for the dinner had taken place. One new SoC
member from New Zealand who had left Reading that morning to
continue his cartographic research in Oxford decided that the ‘call
of the hospitality’ in Reading was too great and had returned in
the early evening enquiring ‘whether he could join us for the
dinner and did we still have any bedrooms free’.
Everyone sat down to an enjoyable meal and lively conversation.
The ‘top table’ this year was 2 square tables – not the usual long
table which would have been 16 people long. The bar remained
open throughout allowing one female delegate to consume pints
of beer whilst her 7 male companions sampled the wine supplied.

…the ‘call of the
hospitality’ in Reading
was too great and [one
new SoC member from
New Zealand] returned
in the early evening
enquiring ‘whether he
could join us for the
dinner and did we still
have any bedrooms free’.

After dinner, the awards were presented, ably compered by Mike
Shand and assisted by Julie Snook. Cartographers from the
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Nick Tasker makes time for
music but will he audition for
the excellent ceilidh band?
commercial, academic and student worlds left their seats to make
the long walk across the dance floor to receive their richly
deserved awards. Our own Wallis Award went to Andy Lawrence
from Keele University.
Then the speeches … Mick Ashworth, President of BCS went first
with a short amusing speech; he was followed by the outgoing
Chairman of SoC, Nick Tasker, who entertained with his usual
witty, informative and appreciative speech which was definitely
longer than the 5 minutes maximum the organizer had requested.

As one of the local
organisers of this year’s
event, I want to take this
opportunity to thank you
all for the support you
gave us by coming to
Reading and helping to
make the event so
successful.

Following dinner, the final part of the evening’s celebration began,
the Ceilidh. The dance floor soon filled with eager dancers
following the caller from the ‘Narrow Boat’ band. Tables were
moved aside to create a larger dance floor as more joined in and
a surplus of gentlemen meant that the ladies didn’t rest until time
was called at 12.15am and the weary dancers made their way
back across campus, some to their rooms and some to kitchen
parties and other small gatherings.
Friday morning’s activities were deliberately scheduled for a late
start which enabled a surprisingly high attendance at breakfast.
The first session of the morning was also well supported
considering the excesses of the previous night.
As one of the local organisers of this year’s event, I want to take
this opportunity to thank you all for the support you gave us by
coming to Reading and helping to make the event so successful.
Life for me immediately after Cartography 2003 involved seven
days’ camping in the rain, wind and a little sun in France! Not
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The 2003 winner of the SOC
Wallis Award Andy Lawrence
accepts his certificate from
Society President Mike
Wood for his excellent Atlas
of Cheshire. Well done Andy.

quite the image of ‘sitting outside a tent watching the sunset and
sampling the local vino’ that some of my committee colleagues
promised me!
Heather Browning

WALLIS AWARD
The 2003 Wallis Award was won by Andy Lawrence of Keele
University for outstanding cartography in the recently published
Atlas of Cheshire. He wins a cheque for £100 courtesy of David
Wallis and a certificate. The winner was chosen by a judging panel
consisting of Mike Wood, Carson Clark and Nick Tasker from a
strong field of entries from Graham Allsopp, Gary Haley, Alison
Davies and Tim Rideout.

CARTOGRAPHIC VISITS
VISIT TO THE GEOGRAPHIC ENGINEER GROUP
A group of delegates descended on the Dennison Barracks, home
of the GEG, were met by Andrew Foy of the Royal School of Military
Survey and promptly escorted into a lecture theatre for a full briefing
of the various activities undertaken here. With typical military
precision all delegates were presented with a timetable of lectures
and visits to various stands and a tour of the School facilities.
For the lectures we were joined by recent geography, geology &
GIS graduates who were about to embark on careers within the
Survey. To an observer it must have looked like a scene from
Dad’s Army, a collection of young aspiring Private Pikes together
with a bunch of old timers who’d served in previous campaigns…

To an observer it must
have looked like a scene
from Dad’s Army, a
collection of young
aspiring Private Pikes
together with a bunch of
old timers who’d served
in previous campaigns…
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SOC/BCS
The Society debated our
relationship with the British
Cartographic Society and
other related organisations
at this year’s AGM and the
following statement of intent
was adopted by those
present:
“The Society of
Cartographers and the
British Cartographic
Society should establish
a small, joint working
group to investigate, in
some detail the issues
raised. The conclusions
should be presented to
the membership for
consideration at their next
Annual General
Meetings”.
We want to know what YOU
think. If you have any views
on this subject, the
effectiveness of both
societies in providing for the
representation of
cartography in today’s world
or any further thoughts
about the issues that the
working group should
consider, then please either
send them to Mike Shand by
email
(secretary@soc.org.uk) or
by post to Mike Shand,
Department of Geography &
Geomatics,
University of Glasgow,
Glasgow G12 8QQ.

“Dad, what did you do before computers and how do you wear a
peel-coat and pantograph?”
Welcomed to the base by Commanding Officer Colonel AP Cross,
we were given an overview of the GEG by Major Tony Crook who
proceeded to enlighten us on its mission to provide deployable
geographic support to the MOD. This includes the acquisition of
data, data management, terrain analysis, presentation,
production and the distribution of this data in paper map form for
use in the battle zone. The GEG also provide specialist training
such as desert navigation skills using GPS and provide specialist
systems support in the field. An overview of strategy planning for
future developments gave an insight into how the GEG provide a
geographic resource to the armed forces and in particular how
these resources are deployed in the event of war.
Following the lectures the party was split up and led by retired
Major Tom Keeley and civilians Mrs Chapman and Andrew Foy,
we were escorted to view a variety of mobile units recently
deployed in Iraq. These included a truck kitted out as a drawing
office with PC’s and a whole range of graphic, GIS and terrain
modelling software, plotters and printers and another truck with
plate makers and printing presses aboard. There was also some
space for a couple of soldiers in each who described their
working environment as very noisy but pleasantly air-conditioned
particularly in the 45°C temperatures in Iraq. The logistics of
operating out of the back of a truck made our office space seem
palatial! The final mobile unit was data acquisition by surveyors in
the field largely using GPS to update and correct existing maps.
We were then escorted around The Royal School of Military Survey.
The School provides geographic training for military personnel at
MSc and Foundation degree level and also provides courses for
the military civil service. The tour finished with a couple of sergeants
explaining their role in collating and delivering digital data on DVD
to the mobile units and the logistics support supplying and
maintaining computer hardware and software in theatre.
The GEG is clearly a resource valued by the armed forces for the
intelligent mapping they provide to commanders and front line
soldiers alike whether in war or in providing accurate mapping for
other countries.
An exhaustive but enjoyable and informative tour was over. Our
thanks go to all the personnel involved who talked to us and moved
us from one venue to another in an attempt to stick to their prepared
timetable. However this bunch of civvies messed up their timing by
asking too many questions, being too inquisitive or simply
reminiscing about the good old days when ruling pens did indeed
rule. Culprits – too many to name. “SoC squadron, take one step
forward and where do you think you are going Mr Williams!”
Graeme Sandeman
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“Come with me if you want
to live!”
Nick Tasker is welcomed
by a machine at the
SGI Reality Centre

SGI REALITY CENTRE, THEALE
The opportunity to take a slightly different view of the World came
at the SGI (Silicon Graphics, Inc) Reality Centre, which specialises
in producing visualisation software and simulator environments
and fitting them throughout the world.
A short hop up the motorway from Reading saw us arriving at
some very futuristic units at the edge of Theale, and as it
happened, the edge of space. Spatial Reality is a relative subject
and is dependent upon our interaction with it. Steve Chilton found
his particular space wasn’t quite lined up, as he made a bold
stride for the revolving door only to be bounced off the side glass,
and jettisoned inside on the second rebound. A grand entrance!
After a very modern coffee, we were shown into a theatre style
room with a 180° projection screen in front of us. Using some
superb projection and visualisation techniques we were
transported through time and space to sit at the controls of a
fighter jet, able to over-fly the Welsh countryside, fly around the
ceiling of a classical building in Italy, or visualise global wave
heights from space. The apparent ease with which the software
zoomed from outer space right into the car park of Disneyland
was impressive and testimony to the power of the technology.

Steve Chilton found his
particular space wasn’t
quite lined up, as he
made a bold stride for
the revolving door only
to be bounced off the
side glass, and
jettisoned inside on the
second rebound.
A grand entrance!

But for me the highlight was the 3D demonstration. As someone
with very poor 3D vision, I have never been able to experience the
visual marvels of 3D films or images using those little red/green
glasses, and the whole thing has left me blind. But using the
specially synchronised oscillating LCD lenses used at SGI, I was
able to appreciate the true beauty of 3D for the first time in my life!
This was a real “eye opener” for me, and as one of our party
exclaimed among the “oohs” of appreciation, when you have
visualisation this good, what place do maps have? Thankfully
geographic reality underpins everything they do, and mapping
helps bring alive the whole experience.
Nick Tasker
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Minutes of 39th Annual General Meeting
University of Reading
Wednesday 3rd September 2003
Members present: 38.
Apologies: M. Lear.
The meeting opened at 17.20pm

1. Chairman’s Introduction
Society Chairman N. Tasker thanked and welcomed all present at the AGM especially those from overseas
and those members who have not been able to attend recently. He thanked local organisers Heather
Browning, Judith Fox, Bob Parry and their colleagues at the University of Reading for preparing a such an
extensive programme of events for delegates during the coming week of this Summer School/Symposium
joint event with the British Cartographic Society. Thanks was also given to the Society Committee for their
support during the past year, especially those stepping down from their posts. He added that the week
ahead is expected to include discussions which may have a significant effect on the future of both Societies.

2. Minutes of the 38th AGM held at Liverpool John University,
Wednesday 4th September 2002 and matters arising.
Item 5: Election of Committee to read “2001-2”
Item 6: cartography 2002 to read Cartography 2000
There was no other matters arising and the minutes were adopted.
Proposed: T. Fearnside
Seconded: D. Williams
The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman N. Tasker.

3. Society Reports (full reports presented to meeting and published
separately)
(a) Hon. Secretary’s Report - presented by Hon. Secretary M. Shand.
(b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report - presented by Hon. Treasurer G. Allsopp (including Advertising Manager’s
Report by G. Haley)
(c) Bulletin Editor’s Report - presented by Bulletin Editor S. Chilton (including Newsletter Report;
Bulletin Subs. Report - P. Spoerry)
(d) Membership Secretary’s Report - presented by T. Absalom.
Comments from the floor on the Society Reports:
The matter of outstanding membership and Bulletin subscriptions was commented on and it was
agreed that the Committee should consider adding an administrative charge to persistent non or late
payments. There were no further comments from the floor.
Chairman N. Tasker thanked Tim Absalom for standing in as interim Membership Secretary and also
thanked the Committee for their support throughout the year. He then called for acceptance of the
Reports en bloc.
Proposed: C.Clark
Seconded: M.Wood
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4. Election of 2003-2004 Committee.
Nominations for Committee
Chairman: S. Chilton Proposed: N. Tasker Seconded: M. Shand
Hon. Secretary: M. C. Shand Proposed: N. Tasker Seconded: G. Allsopp
Hon. Treasurer: G. Allsopp Proposed: M. Shand Seconded: G. Haley
Membership Secretary: H. Browning Proposed: M. Shand Seconded: N. Tasker
Bulletin Subscriptions: T. Absalom Proposed: G. Allsopp Seconded: M. Shand
Newsletter Editor: G. Haley Proposed: G. Allsopp Seconded: M. Shand
Ordinary Committee Member: P. Cubbin Proposed: M. Shand Seconded: O. Tucker
Ordinary Committee Member: P. Spoerry Proposed: O. Tucker Seconded: M. Shand
Bulletin Editor: Vacant
Bulletin Advertising Manager: Vacant
The above nominees were duly elected to the Society Committee for 2003–04.
It was agreed that O. Tucker be once again co-opted as Society Webmaster.
It was further agreed that S. Chilton would act as the interim Bulletin Editor for the next volume of the
Bulletin. S. Chilton made a strong appeal to the members to consider the vacant position of Bulletin
Editor with a view to undertaking this important position.
Outgoing Chairman N. Tasker thanked the Committee for their commitments and effort over the past
year and wished the new Committee a successful year before introducing new Chairman S. Chilton to
the membership.

5. Changes to the Constitution
The following proposal to change the Constitution of the Society has been put forward to the
membership by the Society Committee:- “In the event of a proposal of dissolution for any other reason
than outlined in paragraph 14.1 of the Society Constitution, every current member shall be balloted. A
majority, consisting of two-thirds of those voting, shall be required to pass such a proposal”. Treasurer
G. Allsopp outlined the main reasons for the above proposal as being a means to avoid the situation
whereby the Society could be dissolved at an AGM without recourse to the full membership. Following
favourable comments from the floor the proposal was passed unanimously by those members present
and voting, there being no votes against the proposal.

6. Any other business duly notified
‘Proposal to be presented at the AGM’
The following proposal was presented to the membership:
“This meeting considers it essential that the future of cartography in the UK is assured and stimulated
by the establishment of a unified agency to promote and advance the profession, nationally and
internationally, and to enhance the services, opportunities and representation of all its members.”
Proposed: T. Fearnside Seconded: P. Cubbin
The above proposal was withdrawn.
In light of the above withdrawn proposal and the recent issues raised during discussions on CartoSOC relating to the future of the SOC and BCS, Chairman S. Chilton invited comments from the floor
from members.
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(T. Fearnside commented that) the above proposal had been withdrawn as the debate had widened
significantly since it first appeared on Carto-SOC. In addition, a new statement of intent had been agreed
during discussions at the BCS AGM on the previous day as follows:
“The Society of Cartographers and the British Cartographic Society should establish a small,
joint working group to investigate, in some detail the issues raised. The conclusions should be
presented to the membership for consideration at their next Annual General Meetings”.
This statement and the issues raised was now being presented to the members by the Committee for
discussion.
A summary of comments from the floor:
(T. Fearnside) – Cartography is a worldwide subject but it has to survive in today’s world alongside and in
competition with other similar spatial science subjects, it was almost left behind during the GIS revolution
but fortunately has shown some resilience to survive and go forward. International self-promotion is now
important, maps and mapping are still in demand and cartography must be promoted from a position of
strength. The coming together of SOC and BCS possibly with other similar groups will provide that
strength. In the UK, cartography must be represented nationally and to be influential at governmental
level it must fit into the system and find its own niche as a subject in a world of globalisation. Possible
future scenario – BCS would corner the market in cartography and if successful, would become the
premier UK cartographic organisation, acting as sole advisers to UK cartography nationally. SOC would
become a ‘hobby’ or ‘specialist’ group.
(A. Tatham) – SOC and BCS should consider elements wider than the UK role of cartography, current
conditions within the European Union dictate that a sole national agency be identified for funding (eg
RGS-IBG). Earlier fears of BCS from within SOC are now not the case, both societies now have similar
interests, memberships and aims.
(G. Haley) – ICA and BCS both have produced strategic plans, should SOC/BCS work within the ICA
strategic plan. SOC should consult its members via the next Society Newsletter.
(C. Board) – The ICA national reports on cartography for the UK (as published in the recent BCS Journal),
is currently the responsibility of the BCS on a 4-yearly basis, so BCS are already taking a lead role.
(M. Wood) – Support for the general aim to have both societies working together as one voice. The ICA
was forced to look at themselves many years ago and hence the creating of the recent strategic plan.
However there is a concern that while they may build a structure, it is not guaranteed to bring together in
a joint Society all the sister Societies. Creating a new UK organisation may create something too big to
run on a voluntary basis and may also result in a loss of individuality. The SOC is currently represented on
the UK Committee for Cartography and collaboration in a deeper way with BCS should be considered.
The issue of a new Society or a joint Society should be looked at in depth, however SOC still works
successfully at present. First responsibility should be to each society, establish a SOC working group
before any joint discussions.
(C. Clark) – We should sound out the views of the members. As a member of six small societies, has a
pride in them all as each meets its own separate needs. The SOC has always been a friendly Society.
(N. Tasker) – Concern that the most of the current discussions are based on emotive feelings for SOC
and BCS and possible take-overs. It is through emotional responses that cartographers have chosen to
be members of SOC, BCS or both for 20-30 years. SOC perceived to be comfortable as niche grouping
rather than the official voice of UK cartography. Two national voices not possible, however jointly, both
Societies can act as a united voice. In favour of SOC taking the BCS lead and establishing a small
working group to debate the issues raised and report on the findings to the next AGM. We should also
solicit the views of all our members.
(H. Dobson) – SOC require to know exactly what it members think of the issues raised and consider their
views. Merger thoughts have always existed between the two Societies. SOC has never had any illusions
to be the voice of UK cartography, SOC members have a different vision of their society. SOC has a
‘brand’ name which has existed for almost forty years, a brand that continues to exist through Carto-
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SOC. We as a Society, its members and Committee should look at ourselves from within and address the
issues before becoming involved in joint discussions.
(T. Rideout) – It is a fact that as many as 99% of UK cartographers or those involved in cartography and
mapping are not members of either SOC or BCS, the challenge is how to reach this large disparate
group of potential members. A recruitment drive should also be considered, target cartographers through
known routes such as software user groups, eg MaPublisher.
(D. Williams) – In the sphere of local authorities, a large potential audience for cartography is being
missed, cartography must also show best value and quality to potential members.
(S.Chilton) – Committee will seek the help of the full membership to guide it through matters relating to
the future of the Society by informed involvement in the issues. The Committee must act from a position
of support from the members and report to the 2004 AGM at Bristol.
Following an extensive discussion the following statement of intent was adopted by the majority of those
present, there were 3 abstentions - “The Society of Cartographers and the British Cartographic
Society should establish a small, joint working group to investigate, in some detail the issues
raised. The conclusions should be presented to the membership for consideration at their next
Annual General Meetings”.
D. Williams suggested that the Committee write to those members unable to attend the Cartography
2003 wishing well for the coming year and looking forward to meeting them at the Bristol 2004 Summer
School. S. Chilton added that such a letter should also be sent to long-standing members who have
been unable to attend recent Summer Schools.
There being no other business, Chairman S. Chilton thanked those present for their contributions to the
debate. The Chairman closed the meeting at 18.57 pm.
New Chairman S. Chilton proposed a vote of thanks to the outgoing Chairman N. Tasker to resounding
applause from those present. A vote of thanks to the Chair and the Committee was also moved by D.
Williams.
M.Shand
Hon. Secretary

REPORTS
HONORARY SECRETARY
The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at Liverpool John Moores University. Our thanks
go to Phil Cubbin, Nikki Ronan and their colleagues for providing delegates with a very successful and
enjoyable event.
Congratulations go to Society President Mike Wood, who was awarded the OBE by HM Queen in the 2002
Honours List.
The Society Award, instituted in 1999 in memory of our late Treasurer Rodney Fry, was awarded to Steve
Chilton for an ‘outstanding contribution to the Society of Cartographers’.
The 2001–02 Wallis Award for ‘excellence in cartography’ was awarded to Paul Coles of the University of
Sheffield.
Two formal Committee meetings were held during the year at the University of Reading, one in March and
another here this week.
Finally the 2004 Summer School will be held at the University of Bristol. Offers from 2005 onwards would be
most welcome.
Mike Shand
3rd September, 2003
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Legal and administrative information
STATUS
The Society was formed by a constitution adopted in 1965. The organisation was registered as a charity on
2 February 1985.
Under the Constitution, the members of the Management Committee are elected at the AGM to serve a
period of 12 months, subject to ratification at each AGM.
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2002–03
Mr Nick Tasker, Chair
Mr Graham Allsopp, Honorary Treasurer
Mr Steve Chilton, Bulletin Editor
Mr Brian Rogers, Membership Secretary
Mr Gary Haley, Publicity Manager
Ms Pam Spoerry, Bulletin Subscriptions
Ms Kate Moore, Newsletter Editor
Ms Heather Browning
Mr Phil Cubbin
SECRETARY
Mr Mike Shand Honorary Secretary
INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS
David Osman, Chartered Accountant, 20 Rougemont Avenue, TORQUAY, Devon TQ2 7JP
BANKERS
NatWest Bank, University of Exeter branch, Stocker Road, EXETER, Devon EX4 4RH
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Management Committee’s Report for the year ended 30 June 2003
ACTIVITIES
The Society was formed by a constitution adopted in 1965 with the main object being to foster and
encourage the study of cartography in all its branches and in particular to promote and maintain a high
standard of illustration. The society is a charity, publishes a Bulletin each six months and holds an annual
conference.
RESULTS
The operating results for the year ended 30th June 2003 are shown on page 27. There was a deficit for the
year of £3,076 compared with a surplus the previous year of £373. The balance on the General Purposes
Fund is now £9,522. The Bulletin will now be going to an annual issue rather than one every six months; the
Newsletter will be distributed in electronic format. It is the Trustees view that this will mean that a small
annual surplus will arise in future.
RESERVES POLICY
The management committee have established a policy whereby the unrestricted funds not committed or
invested in tangible fixed assets (‘the free reserves’) held by the charity should be between 2 and 3 years of
the resources expended, which equates to £15,000 to £25,000 in general funds. At this level, the
management committee feel that they would be able to continue the current activities of the charity in the
event of a significant drop in funding. It would obviously be necessary to consider how the funding would
be replaced or activities changed. At present the free reserves, which amount to £9,522, do not reach this
target level and the management committee are considering ways in which additional unrestricted funds
could be raised.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true
and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of its financial activities for that period. In preparing
those financial statements the trustees are required to:
(a) select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; the management committee
considers that the audit requirement of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply.
(b) make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
(c) state whether the policies adopted are in accordance with applicable accounting standards, subject
to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
(d) prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to assume that
the charity will continue in existence.
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and for ensuring that the financial statements
comply with the relevant Charities Acts. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Charity
and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud or other irregularities.
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER
David Osman was re-appointed as the charity’s Independent Examiner during the year, but has indicated
his reluctance to continue in this capacity due to recent business changes. The Honorary Treasurer is
currently actively seeking a new Independent Examiner.
This report has been prepared in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice - Accounting
and Reporting by Charities (SORP).
Approved by the management committee on 2 September 2003, and signed on its behalf by Mr J G Allsopp
(Honorary Treasurer)
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the
Trustees of the Society of Cartographers
I report on the financial statements for the year ended 30th June 2003, which are set out on pages 4-6.
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEES AND EXAMINER
As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit
requirement of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply and that an independent
examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
•

examine the accounts (under section 43(3)(a) of the Act);

•

follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners (under
section 43(7)(b) of the Act); and

•

to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

BASIS OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S STATEMENT
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements
•

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the 1993 Act and

•

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting
requirements of the Act

have not been met; or
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.
David Osman
Chartered Accountant
20 Rougemont Avenue
Torquay
Devon TQ2 7JP
5 August 2003
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THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Income and Expenditure account for the year ended 30 June 2003
2003

2002

£

£

Membership Subscriptions

3,426

3,839

Bulletin Subscriptions

3,610

2,714

Income

Advertising
Summer School-Oxford
Bank Deposit Interest

50

445

-

2,436

4

18

National Savings Bank Interest

179

377

Donation

300

–

Miscellaneous

586

–

———-

———-

Total Income

8,155

9,829

———-

———-

Direct Charitable Expenditure
Bulletin Production & Postage

7,988

7,284

Newsletter Production & Postage

332

817

Depreciation

365

365

Wallis Award

100

100

Bursaries

454

–

1,175

–

————

————

10,414
————

8,566
————

Summer School - Liverpool John Moores

Other Expenditure
Independent Examiners Fee

150

150

Administration and Committee Expenses

283

592

Travel Costs to Attend Meetings

Total Expenditure
Surplus (Deficit) for the year
Fund Balances brought forward
Fund Balances carried forward

384

148

———-

————

817

890

———-

————

11,231

9,456

———-

————

(3,076)

373

12,589

12,225

————-

————-

£9,522

£12,598

————-

————-
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THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Balance sheet as at 30 June 2003
Note

2003

2002

£

£

Fixed Assets
Publishing Equipment

3

Net Book Value

–

365

———

———

–

365

Current Assets
Balances at Bank & Cheques in Hand

3,244

6,084

National Savings Account

8,528

8,348

————

————

11,772

14,432

————

————

2,250

2,199

———-

———-

Current Liabilities
Sundry Creditors

NET CURRENT ASSETS
Net Assets

2,250

2,199

———-

———-

9,522

12,233

————

————

£9,522

£12,598

———-

————

REPRESENTED BY:
FUNDS
Unrestricted Income Fund
General Purpose Fund
Total Funds

9,522

12,598

————

————

£9,522

£12,598

———-

———-

Approved: Mr J G Allsopp|
For and on behalf of the Management Committee (Trustees)
8 August 2003

THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR TO 30 JUNE 2003
1 CONSTITUTION
The Society of Cartographers is an unincorporated association registered as a charity with the Charity Commissioners
(Charity Number 326285).
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2 ACCOUNTING POLICIES
General
These accounts have been prepared under the historic cost convention, in accordance with applicable accounting
standards and generally in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by Charities.
Depreciation
Depreciation is provided on Publishing Equipment based on the estimated useful life of these fixed assets and their
anticipated residual value as follows:Publishing Equipment 33% p.a. (Straight line basis)
Taxation
No provision for Taxation has been made in these accounts as it is considered that the Society’s activities are all of a
charitable nature and exempt from tax.
3 FIXED ASSETS
USED BY THE CHARITY
Publishing Equipment

Total

£

£

At 1st July 2002

4,722

4,722

At 30th June 2003

4,722

4,722

4,357

4,357

Cost or valuation:

Depreciation:
At 1st July 2002
Charge for period

365

365

At 30th June 2003

4,722

4,722

Net Book Value
At 30th June 2003

–

–

At 30th June 2002

365

365

Graham Allsopp
Honorary Treasurer

BULLETIN EDITOR
I have now produced 30 issues of the Bulletin, the last one (36/2) coming out in February 2003 – my second
ever on schedule – if you allow for the fact that it was ready in December 2002, but delayed for financial
reasons. The publication schedule is now in its best shape ever. Last year I produced three in one year, and
got bang up to date. I was particularly pleased with vol 36/2 as it was an 88 page issue, and I feel
particularly strong in content as well - reflecting some of the excellent papers from the Liverpool John
Moores conference.

The future
The production costs for the Bulletin have been rising fairly sharply. I made enquiries about non-traditional
delivery of the Bulletin. From the questionnaire survey it did not prove to be a popular option for existing
members, so the plan is to carry on with litho printing for the foreseeable future. Therefore, following
discussion at committee, it has been decided to produce one single volume (comprising the two parts),
and to produce that volume AFTER the Summer School, thus using the traditional part 2 December
production slot. The membership will be informed through the next Newsletter, and plans are in place to
inform the subscribers and agents of this change.
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Volume 37/1 and /2
Volume 37 Nos 1 and 2 is now on the way. There is one main article (unsolicited) already in, but no others
in the pipeline. I really need a good cross-section of articles from this conference to make it viable. I then
just need the filler material. I am constantly putting together the Computers in Cartography section myself
(mainly CARTO-SOC downloads, and some press releases about products). Optimistically, it will be ready
to publish by the end of Nov. If it comes out in Dec it will on time – the third in a row now. However, I must
say that waiting for so long between issues has lessened my drive to gather material. It is so easy to put it
off till the end of the year.

Thanks
Thanks go to Bob Parry for his excellent coordination of the reviews section, and to Pam Spoerry, Owen
Tucker and Co for help with distributing the Bulletin.
Steve Chilton
Bulletin Editor

PUBLICITY MANAGER
Although no advertisers were forthcoming for issue 36/2 of the Bulletin, the Society and Cartography in
general did benefit from some news and television publicity during the year. Our subject featured quite
strongly in The Independent on Sunday and through the nominations for the top ten cartographers of our
time in recent months.
Gary Haley
Publicity Manager

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Some unanticipated problems with the post of Membership Secretary has resulted in a difficult membership
year.
There has been a drop in total membership this year, from 207 to 193. In addition to this a further 41
members are in arrears on their subscriptions. They have not yet been removed from the membership roll
but have not been included in the figures.
We currently have 182 full members, 6 honorary members and 5 student members of whom 176 are from
the UK and 17 from outside the UK. 16 new members have been added to the roll; 14 from the the UK, 1
from Belgium and 1 from Australia. Further application requests were dealt with from Ghana, India, South
Africa, U.S.A. and U.K. The Society can still claim an international profile with members from Australia,
Belgium, Canada, Cyprus, Ireland, Norway, Oman, Thailand and the U.S.A. in addition to those from
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
The unforseen circumstances resulted in a delay to chasing subscriptions and as a result of this some
members who might otherwise have been removed from the roll have been given an extended period of
grace.
This subscription year has seen the introduction of the PayPal System which gives existing and new
members the chance to pay for their subscription online using their credit card via the Society’s website. It
is hoped that this will ease payment problems for those members, particularly from overseas, for whom
either the cheque or standing order approach has presented difficulties. Many thanks to the Treasurer and
Webmaster for setting up the PayPal option. Could I still ask however, that as many people pay by standing
order as possible - this is slightly cheaper for the Society than accepting payments online. Those who
already do so please can you check that it is for the right amount - £20.00 sterling - before the end of
September 2003.
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Work is ongoing on a new – and long awaited – membership directory for 2003/2004 and I would hope that
this will be a priority for the Membership Secretary after the conference.
To this end, there is a 2003/2004 directory reference copy with the most up to date details on the
membership stand, and I would be grateful if members could spare a minute just to drop by and amend
their entry if it is incorrect. For those members reading this report in the Newsletter, if you know of any
recent changes to your contact details please email or post the amendments.
Tim Absalom,
Acting Membership Secretary

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTIONS REPORT
Subscriptions:
Current database records show the following subscription levels:
YEAR

VOLUME

NUMBER

34
35
36
37

122
118
116
112

Clients receiving

complimentary copies
2000
2001
2002
2003

6
6
6
6

As usual a small number of old volumes have been ordered for a number of years subsequent to a volume
being published. As shown in the table below.
Report date/volume
Sept
1998
(32)
33
34
35
36
37

0
0
0
0
0

Apr
1999
(33)

July
1999
(33)

May
2000
(34)

Feb
2001
(35)

Sept
2001
(35)

August
2002
(36)

March
2003
(37)

August
2003
(37)

14
0
0
0
0

108
0
0
0
0

108
0
0
0
0

119
64
50
0
0

126
112
102
0
0

126
119
109
107
0

126
120
115
113
100

127
122
118
116
112

Income:
Income submitted to the Treasurer also fluctuates year by year. The table on page 34 shows income by
Bulletin volume over each of the named years and the total income that year from Bulletin Subscriptions.

28 (1994)
29 (1995)
30 (1996)
31 (1997)
32 (1998)
33 (1999)
34 (2000)
35 (2001)
36 (2002)
37 (2003)

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

£20.00
£0.00
£20.00
£360.00
£800.00
£1,275.00
£25.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£20.00
£40.00
£160.00
£1,350.00
£475.00
£25.00
£0.00
£0.00

£20.00
£20.00
£40.00
£40.00
£120.00
£275.00
£1,225.00
£2,025.00
£0.00
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£40.00
£40.00
£125.00
£375.00
£250.00
£2580.00
£0.00

£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£75.00
£150.00
£250.00
£390.00
£2280.00
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Total revenue received
in the named years
(to Aug 2003)

£2,500.00

£2,070.00

£3,765.00

£3410.00

£3145.00

Non-Payment
Continuous analysis of non-payment is performed and the current situation is as follows:
Volume

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

Non-payers

1

2

9

8

18

7

14
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Chasing-up non-payments by letter has proved to be reasonably effective and was carried out in February
2003 to all non-payers for volumes 30–36. Since the BSM report in September 2002 £575 of late payments
chased by letter have been received. Another set of letters was sent out in August 2003. It is hoped the
recent chase-up letters will have a response in recouping payment and if not it is suggested the clients in
question should be sent no further invoices for, or copies of, future Bulletins.
I am standing down this year as BSM but will mail out Volume 37 and carry on helping with the post until the
new officer is comfortable in the role. I would like to thank my fellow committee members for all of their help
and support over the years.
Pam Spoerry
Bulletin Subscriptions Manager
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