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I am writing this when I should really be doing something else – 
namely preparing the presentation that I am scheduled to give at 
the OpenStreetMap conference in Girona, Spain, this weekend. Not 
especially a problem as I know pretty much what I am going to say. 
The topic is “what I would like to do with mapnik” and addresses 
some of the issues that can be encountered in using software to 
generate maps from a database with no intervention or post-editing. 
These issues have been around for ages and are not unique to 
OSM. They include iterative label placement; clashing, coalescing 
or duplicate POI placements; and point in polygon label placement 
(for features like oxbow lakes for instance). The interesting aspect 
is that one moment you can be having a particular discussion of 
a minor rendering issue on IRC (Internet Relay Chat), for instance, 
and before you know it someone-somewhere has produced either 
a proof of concept for resolving it, or in extreme cases the code to 
actual do the task – the real value of open source software.

Cartography has had a very high profile recently, what with the 
recent TV and radio broadcasts. Furthermore, the Magnificent 
Maps exhibition at the British Library has brought an amazing 
collection of beautiful maps to the public’s notice. Some reflections 
on that exhibition appear elsewhere in this Newsletter. If you 
haven’t yet seen it I would really recommend you try to do so. I 
have been on two full-on visits and a short lunch-time one, and 
still haven’t done it full justice. As part of the supporting events to 
the exhibition I am sharing the stage at the BL Conference Centre 
with Ed Parsons (Google) at an event entitled “The New Mapping 
Revolution” (http://www.bl.uk/whatson/events/event109524.html). 
If you are around then (Tuesday 6 Sept) get yourself a ticket and 
come on down and join the debate.

On a more mundane level I have attended one UKCarto meeting 
since the last Newsletter and seem to have offered to do some 
work on the ICA Report on Cartography in the UK as a result of 
that. Won’t learn. Also have a review for the Journal of Maps in the 
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in-tray, which I should really get round to. A while back I combined 
a trip to the University of Cambridge Map Library as part of the 
ongoing OS 6” First Edition research project (of which more later) 
with attending the Cambridge Seminars in Cartography session by 
Rachel Hewitt on early OS history – or more correctly on the socio-
political climate of the time.

Meanwhile, back at the OSM coalface I have attended two 
contrasting ‘hackdays’ – basically get-togethers where folk share 
ideas and work away at whatever branch of the project takes their 
fancy usually, but not necessarily, coding stuff either individually or 
collaboratively. The first was in Hackspace, in Islington – a very old 
‘studio’ with flaky wifi and even flakier furniture. The second was in 
the magnificent Greater London Authority - housing City Hall, that 
weird-shaped, squashed, roundish building nearby Tower Bridge. 
Here the facilities were superb, and it offered the opportunity 
for project activists to work with people from some of the local 
authorities that are starting to “get” the open data movement. It 
was a good exchange of ideas, and even some data (thank you 
Brent), and hopefully will lead to further collaborations of a similar 
nature as the relationship between what at first glance might seem 
unlikely partners matures.

So, looking forwards, what is on the horizon? Well immediately a 
holiday in the Lakes – and yes some OSM mapping as part of 
that as I shall have a few days on my own during it. Secondly a 
“significant” birthday looms next month and I shall be celebrating 
that with a two-up trip to Iceland. After that there is a paper to give 
at the Map Curators’ Group, the snappily entitled “Staff carriers 
and bean counters: Unravelling the who and the why of the first 
6-inch survey of England and Wales” – being  a particular strand of 
the work Prof Ifan Shepherd and I have been engaged in over the 
last 18 months or so. Looking further ahead it is already time to be 
thinking whether (or on what) to pitch an abstract for the next ICA 
Conference, which will be in Paris in 2011.

More close at hand there is the SoC Summer School to look 
forward to, which takes place from 8 to 10 September at the 
University of Manchester. There is loads of information about that 
in this Newsletter and that will be complemented by updates that 
will appear on the conference website at http://www.soc.org.uk/
manchester10/. I am sure you will find the programme of interest 
and I hope to see you there.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Steve Chilton 
(SoC Chair) & son

Dad, are you sure you 
learnt to read maps 

when you were a lad?
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Summer School 
2010

Manchester

Manchester city centre

Salford Quays

SUMMER SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER
8 - 10 September 2010

A word from our host . . . 
Preparations are well under way for the this year’s Summer School 
which is taking place in the University of Manchester’s conference 
centre, Chancellors, a three-star AA hotel set in five acres of 
landscaped gardens. Chancellors is located in Fallowfield, just a 
short bus ride from the main campus, the Curry Mile of Rusholme 
and 10 minutes from the City Centre. Lectures, accommodation, 
meals, and social events are all on a single site. 

The City
Manchester is arguably England’s second city.  It was the shock 
city of the industrial revolution, the commercial centre for the cotton 
trade. The legacy of this past lives on in the form of significant 
Victorian civic architecture and a proud tradition for entrepreneurial 

innovation. Manchester is noted for being 
the home of City, United and Stockport 
County; for Coronation Street, The Smiths, 
and the Pre-Raphaelites in the City Art 
Gallery; for The Ship Canal and Salford 
Docks, the new home of the BBC; for 
major reworking of the city centre after the 
IRA Bomb, including the bizarrely shaped 
Beetham Tower. The city is also close to the 
Pennines and Peak District National Park.
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The Chancellors - Conference Centre
Chancellors has 71 recently refurbished bedrooms. Rooms are 
ensuite with complimentary internet access, LCD TV, Freeview, 
radio alarm clock, direct dial telephone, and tea and coffee making 
facilities. Four rooms are suitable for disabled guests, wheelchair 
users and those with reduced mobility. The hotel also has full 
wheelchair access throughout.

Landscaped gardens are perfect for a stroll or one can enjoy a 
quiet drink on the terrace. On a dry day you can also enjoy croquet 
on the lawn and giant chess!

The west wing of the building was 
once the Firs House, built by Edward 
Walters for Sir Joseph Whitworth in 
1850. Whitworth used the Firs mainly 
as a social, political and business 
base, entertaining radicals such as 
John Bright, Richard Cobden, William 
Forster and T H Huxley at the time 
of the Reform Bill of 1867. Whitworth 
supported the new Mechanics Institute in Manchester also helping 
to found the Manchester School of Design. In 1882, the Firs was 
leased to C P Scott, Editor of the Manchester Guardian. After 

http://www.chancellor-
shotel.co.uk/

Dining area



5

SoC Newsletter July 2010

Scott’s death the house became the property of Owen’s College. 
Consequently, the Firs became the Vice-chancellor’s residence 
until 1991. In 1997 the residence was converted and opened its 
doors to the public as Chancellors Hotel and Conference Centre. 

The main conference sessions will be held in the circular Flowers 
Theatre equipped with the very latest lighting, acoustics and audio-
visual technology. Exhibition space is available in the foyer close 
by. Meals will be served in the Carriage Restaurant with its floor to 
ceiling doors leading on to the hotel’s courtyard.

The Summer School
Sessions in this year’s Summer School are organised into seven 
themes.
The Wednesday afternoon starts off with three lectures to set the 
cartographic scene, focusing on the mapping history of Manchester 
and showcasing examples of current Manchester-based map 
design. This is followed by papers on the geopolitics of mapping, 
focusing on the changing political 
life of a single map, the geopolitical 
significance of media mapping and a 
new school-based mapping initiative.

On Wednesday evening the popular 
quiz will be held in the bar in the 
Conference Centre.

On Thursday morning the focus 
shifts towards design and practical 
aspects of production, with sessions 
on transport mapping, followed by an 

Manchester city centre

Conference meeting 
room
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opportunity for delegates to share their own practical experiences 
in a members’ session. In the afternoon the programme moves 
on to some of the challenging ways maps are being deployed in 
wider social contexts. Three papers around everyday encounters 
with urban life chart psycho-geographical use of maps and explore 
the potential of community mapping initiatives. These are followed 
by a session on modern art and the map, including embodied 
and performative cartographies. The day concludes with the 
conference dinner in the evening.

On Friday papers focus on the twin challenges of Opensource 
data and crowdsourcing. Three papers explore OSOpendata, its 
politics, qualities and applications, before a concluding session 
where the wider implications of crowdsourcing are explored.

A final session offers opportunities to reflect on the Summer 
School with panel discussions relating to issues brought up during 
the three days.  

Chris Perkins
University of Manchester

SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAMME 2010

Wednesday 8 September  

13.30 - 15.15

Opening and Welcome to 2010 Summer School
13.45 - 15.15

Session 1 Mapping Manchester

Lecture 1 Mapping Cottonopolis
Terry Wyke (Manchester Metropolitan 
University)

Lecture 2 Knowing infrastructures: mapping 
the hidden city
Martin Dodge (University of Manchester)

Lecture 3 Mapping change in Manchester
Andrew Taylor (Andrew Taylor Maps)

Manchester city centre

Manchester city centre
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15.45 - 17.15

Session 2 Maps and geopolitics

Lecture 4 What would an alternative school 
atlas contain?
Danny Dorling (University of Sheffield)

Lecture 5 Media mapping: geopolitical 
representations
Peter Vujakovic (Canterbury Christ Church 
University)

Lecture 6 The mutability of Soviet mapping
Chris Perkins (University of Manchester)

Quiz

Thursday 9 September 

9.00 - 10.30

Session 3 Transport mapping

Lecture 7 Innovation and craft in transport 
diagrams
Andrew Smithers (Project Mapping)

Lecture 8 On your bike! Mapping cycle routes 
in Greater Manchester
Anne-Louise Fryers and Nick Gould (Greater 
Manchester Transport Campaign)

Lecture 9 TBC
Speaker

11.00 - 12.30  Members’ session

13.30 - 15.00

Session 4 Everyday mapping

Lecture 10 Community web mapping: everyday 
use of Bdebarna
Loreto Saavedra  (Complutense University, 
Madrid)

Lecture 11 Spaced-out in the city
Damien O’Doherty (University of Manchester)

Lecture 12 Challenging anti-production: 
schizocartography as method and 
practice
Tina Richardson (University of Leeds)

Manchester tram system
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15.30 -17.00 

Session 5 Artography

Lecture 13 Embodied mapping of Platt Fields
Emma Kerry, Helen Parsons and Naomi Hurrell 
(University of Manchester)

Lecture 14 Mapping practices of artists: 
placing gps
Gavin MacDonald ( Manchester Metropolitan 
University)

Lecture 15 “What I have heard about the 
world”: research map
Third Angel and Mala Voadora

Annual Conference Dinner

Friday 10 September 

9.00 - 10.30 

Session 6 Crowdsourcing and Open Data

Lecture 16 OS Opendata consultation: the 
politics of empowerment?
Bob Barr (MGL)

Lecture 17 OpenStreetMap - the quality issue
Ollie O’Brien (University College London)

Lecture 18 Making maps with OS OpenData
Richard Fairhurst (Journalist & cartographer)

11.00 - 12.30 

Session 7 Crowdsourcing

Lecture 19 Why OSM won’t be bulk importing 
OS OpenData
Andy Robinson (OSM)

Lecture 20 “I dun that” - crowdsourced maps 
and geodata
Steve Chilton (Middlesex University)

Lecture 21 Title - tbc
Speaker - (from data.gov.uk)

13.30 - 15.00  

Session 8 Panel discussion

“All this data is good but what about the 
cartography?”
Panelists include Bob Barr and Richard Fairhurst

15.30 Close of Conference

Future Summer 
School Venues

Dates for your diary

2011
Plymouth

2012
UCL

Would you like to 
host a conference?
If so, please contact 

Steve Chilton 
Email:

steve8@mdx.ac.uk
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Taster Abstracts

Mapping Manchester: one man’s contribution to city 
centre mapping
Andrew Taylor
(Wednesday - Lecture 3)

I must be one of Mike Parker’s ‘Map Addicts’ because I have 
always been interested in maps since childhood! The school 
holidays were spent drawing maps and I had maps covering my 
bedroom walls. I moved up to Manchester from London in 1986, 
and was unable to find a map of the city centre in order to explore. 
My talk concentrates on how I decided to draw my own map, and 
how it moved from a hand-drawn hand-lettered map for my own 
use through to a computer drawn map now in its sixth edition and 
available for sale throughout the city. The talk charts changes over 
the past 15 years in the design, but also in the built fabric of the 
city over the period.

What I heard about the world: research map - 
Third Angel & Mala Voadora
(Thursday - Lecture 15) 

A co-production with Sheffield Theatres, Teatro Maria Matos, Pazz 
Performing Arts Festival and in association with Worldmapper.org.
Performance companies Third Angel (Sheffield) and Mala Voadora 
(Lisboa) are collecting stories for a new theatre piece, What I heard 
about the world, for autumn 2010. Stories of replicas, fakes, stand-
ins and simulacra. They are attempting to catalogue every country 
with at least one story: mapping the world with post-it notes, 
cartoon icons and two-word titles.
Positioning the countries from memory, they invite stories and 
anecdotes from the audience. The artists will run their research 
map throughout the day and in the final session of the day, reflect 
on their findings so far.

Making maps with Ordnance Survey OpenData
Richard Fairhurst
(Friday - Lecture 18)

Ordnance Survey’s mid-scale OpenData products were primarily 
released for “hackers” and web developers - but are also of great 
use for cartographers. This talk will look at the pros and cons of 
each OpenData product, including completeness, accuracy, and 
feature coverage; explain how to use them in vector graphics 
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programs such as Adobe Illustrator; and discuss the copyright/
attribution requirements.
Richard Fairhurst was among the first to rework OpenData for 
cartographic purposes and now produces a monthly set of maps 
for Waterways World magazine using the Meridian2 OpenData 
product.

NEWS

Opening of the British Library “Magnificent Maps” 
Exhibition

The day after the opening of the British Library Magnificent Maps 
exhibition I was granted the opportunity to write a special guest 
posting on the Mapperz blog. The following is the content of that 
posting:

The great and the good (plus myself) met in the grand foyer of the 
British Library for the opening of the Magnificent Maps exhibition. 
Guest of honour was Python Terry Jones who reckoned he got 
the gig because he had once managed to carry off hosting a 4 
hour radio programme on Medieval Maps. He recounted stories of 
learning about maps when playing at being soldiers in his school 
days. This included getting the co-ordinates completely wrong and 
sending the whole troop to the wrong locations when he was NCO.

He also got a dig in at satnavs – suggesting they were equivalent to 
reading a book on a selection of cards with one word on each. When 
discussing the Mappa Mundi he also reminded us that the original 
translation of mappa was tablecloth – which had some resonance 

later when we viewed the exhibition and saw the 
immense size of some of the exhibits and the 
materials they were produced on. He had a nice 
line in blaming Washington Irving for the whole 
flat earth movement, because (as biographer 
of Christopher Columbus) Irving introduced 
the erroneous idea that Europeans believed 
the world to be flat prior to the discovery of the 
New World, and this was taught to American 
schoolchildren for generations.

Following the speeches, and previously a little 
wine and canapés, we were invited to view 

Terry Jones (from Monty 
Python) opening the 
Magnificent Maps exhibition



11

SoC Newsletter July 2010

the exhibition. It is housed in a series of 
nine rooms or settings, which attempt 
to place the exhibits in themes that 
reflect their original purpose or location. 
The publicity claims that “beautiful and 
valuable maps have adorned walls since 
Roman times and even earlier, making 
statements about their owners’ power, 
taste and influence”. There are certainly 
some beautiful maps on display, and 
some apparently that are rarely available 
to view, and allegedly one that has just 
been discovered in the vaults after 500 
years (exactly how do they know it has 
not been out for that long? but no matter). 
The settings include an audience chamber, a merchant’s house, a 
schoolroom, and a bedchamber. I looked at as much as possible 
in the exhibition, but was inhibited by two factors.

Firstly there were a lot of people in the way, and I really wanted 
a private showing! Secondly, and more seriously, there is just so 
much to see that I am going to be going back at least one more 
time (and possibly more) to take in more of the details.

For the moment I will just share six first impressions that I noted 
down that particularly interested or intrigued me. In no particular 
order they were: a map of Marco Polo in Asia – with a magnifying 
glass that you physically moved around but which was actually just 
a digital place marker to tell the software which bit to enlarge (it was 
projected onto a tablet); a map of Canton for Foreigners painted 
with distemper; a large set of room dividing screens covered in 
detailed maps; the detail in Stephen Walter’s London for Insiders 
map; the relief depiction on Carte de la Frontière Turco-Persane; 
and the woodcut Bird’s Eye View of Venice from 1500.

I took (with permission) a picture of myself by the huge Klencke 
atlas, which you normally pass closed up in the foyer to the BL Map 
Room, and which is now open on a double page spread for study 
and is mightily impressive, allegedly the largest atlas in the world. 
If you have been watching the BBC4 maps series you will have 
seen three men carefully moving this exhibit from its normal to its 
temporary location. Every single exhibit is worthy of its place, and 
truly reflects the magnificent holdings of the British Library. You do 
just wonder what more treasures there are in the other 4.5 million 
maps in the BL that aren’t on show here. Working on a research 

Steve Chilton with the huge 
Klencke Atlas; it measures 
six-by-three feet (0.9m×1.9 
m) when closed
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project on early OS maps in the BL Map Room for over a year now I 
have sometimes seen curators Peter Barber and Tom Harper bring 
out sample maps to lay out and discuss for possible inclusion, 
and have not been able to resist looking at them curiously (the 
maps not the curators!). The aforementioned curators have also 
compiled an excellent book linked to the exhibition, which is now 
awaiting my attention.

Along with the recent BBC Radio 4 programme with Mike Parker  
(who told me he is about to do a trailer for the BL exhibition in 
Welsh for Radio Wales), and the two recent BBC TV programmes, 
this exhibition really brings maps to the public in an accessible 
way. As noted I shall be going back to revisit it, and really consider 
it a must visit experience for all cartophiles.

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University

British Library exhibition “Magnificent Maps”

Just after the opening of the exhibition I conducted a short interview 
with Tom Harper, who was co-curator of the exhibition, along with 
Peter Barber. This is a transcript of the interview, with thanks to Tom 
for permission to use the material in this way.

S: Is this the biggest map exhibition there has 
been at BL?

T: Never before have so many of the biggest maps 
in the British Library been displayed together, and 
so I suppose on one level, Magnificent Maps is the 
biggest. A small exhibition of wall maps was held in 
the 1980s when the British Library and British Museum 
were both in Bloomsbury, but nothing like the 100 
objects currently on show in the St. Pancras building. 
In terms of coverage and scope, I would say that the 
hype surrounding Magnificent Maps has been at least 
equal to previous map exhibitions. Peter Barber’s 
‘London: a life in maps’ of 2007 was a phenomenally 
successful show, with visitors having to be turned 
away during the final weekend. 2001’s ‘The Lie of 
the Land’ was also a great success, in popularity as 
well as in scope. I suppose that only time will tell how 
big Magnificent Maps will be, but it has got off to an 
excellent start.

Link to exhibition :http://www.
bl.uk/magnificentmaps/ 
Link to exhibition blog: 
http://britishlibrary.typepad.
co.uk/magnificentmaps/

Update: the blog 
has some interesting 
comments on those 
maps that ‘nearly’ 
made it into the 

exhibition

Details from a selection 
of maps exhibited at 

the British Library

Psalter World Map, 
c1265
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S: How long has it been in preparation?

T: Magnificent Maps has been some 16 months in the making, 
though the idea of displaying a series of maps by context, not date 
or geography, had been in Peter’s mind for quite a while longer. 
Believe me, we needed all 16 months. At least 6 of those were 
spent in the British Library storage areas searching for suitable 
exhibits (we looked at approximately 30,000 maps in the process). 

S: Have you found anything in the vaults you didn’t know was 
there?

T: I think it is fair to say that with a collection of 4.5 million maps, 
you are going to get a few surprises. The criteria Peter and I set 
for the exhibits was that they had to be a) separately issued maps 
and b) elegant, attractive, colourful etc. This last point is, of course, 
something which is rarely brought out in library catalogue records, 
and so although we didn’t find any maps we didn’t know we had, 
we discovered a number of maps the beauty and significance of 
which we had not hitherto appreciated.    

S: What in your view are the special features of the exhibition 
that should draw people in?

T: To my mind there are two main features of this exhibition: the 
settings and the maps. Nine ‘spaces’ have been created within 
the gallery, which indicate the original settings for 
the maps. Spaces such as the rooms of the palace, 
a school room, even an open space, provide a 
theatrical aspect to proceedings, and allow for some 
great contrasts between exhibits. As for the maps, 
pick one from the following: the earliest surviving 
Chinese Globe, the earliest English globes, the 
largest atlas, the smallest atlas, the first American 
map of the USA, the earliest map mash-up, and 
quite possibly the worst map in the world (a printed 
school map with incorrect dates). 

S: Peter Barber and yourself have produced an 
excellent book accompanying the exhibition. 
How many map/art historians have you 
collaborated with in compiling the book and the 
exhibition notes?

T: I’m glad you enjoyed the book. It really was 

Detail: Stephen Walter, 
The Island 2008

 . . . satirises London 
centric view of the 

British capital
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a collaboration between Peter and myself, 
and with the help, advice, and very generous 
assistance from a huge number of experts, too 
many to name. 

S: You now have an exhibition blog. How are 
you finding the process of writing material for 
that and sustaining it?

T: The blog has been really fun to write, and 
has been remarkably easy to write with so 
much press and TV coverage and build up 
happening. I’m not used to writing blogs, but 
have found it really refreshing to be able to write 
in a more informal way about things people find 
interesting. It would be good to get some more 

comments and get a bit of interaction going!

Just because the exhibition is now up doesn’t mean that the blog 
posts will slow. In fact, I’ve a wealth of stuff to write about, for example 
the selection process, the logistics, 10 maps which didn’t (but very 
nearly did) make the final cut, reviews of the numerous library events 
which will be taking place throughout the span of the exhibition (go 
to www.bl.uk/magnificentmaps/events to see details), and other 
ramblings and map-related chat.

S: Cartography has a really high profile just now – BL exhibition, 
TV/radio programmes, OS freeing data – can you explain how 
the TV tie-ins came about?

T: It would be wonderful to say that the TV series and exhibition were 
planned to coincide, but in actual fact I think it was more a happy 
coincidence! Peter was consultant for both ‘The Beauty of Maps’ 
and ‘Maps: Power, Plunder and Possession,’ which perhaps gave 
the separate projects more of a sense of unity with each other, but 
more generally I think it does reflect a real interest – a reawakening 
almost – to the huge remit of maps in today’s world.

S: Any amusing incidents in the filming days for the TV 
programmes?

T: You’re wanting me to say that I dropped the world’s heaviest 
atlas on my foot aren’t you! There were a number of incidents which 
happened during the week’s filming at the British Library, thankfully 

Tom Harper, 
co-curator of the 
Magnificent Maps 

exhibition

Detail: Fra Mauro 
World Map,

c. 1450
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none of them catastrophic. The lights in the storage areas are on 
timers, and one of them invariably decided to turn itself off at a 
crucial moment in filming. A member of the cast had to return home 
in a rush to get the tie he had been wearing the previous day, for 
reasons of continuity in the programme. Other than that, everything 
went according to plan.

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University

WHAT’S NEW

Cartographical news from Finland
The University of Jyvaskyla, Finland has collected and published 
on the internet over 5,300 historical maps from Finland. The 
majority of the maps date between the 17th and 19th centuries. 
The types of maps include general geographical maps, city/town 
maps, military maps, cadastral maps, province maps, maps of 
registrar districts, various border maps, and road and traffic maps. 
The maps can be found at an internet portal www.vanhakartta.fi.  
The site is currently only in Finnish but an English version is under 
construction. In addition, there are plans to publish a collection of 
foreign maps too. Currently, the maps can also be accessed in 
the English-language category via the university’s digital archive at 
https://jyx.jyu.fi/dspace/handle/123456789/6533. 

For more information 
contact:
Dr Antero Holmila
Department of History and 
Ethnology,
University of Jyväskylä, 
Finland
Email: antero.holmila@jyu.fi
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OS histories available as Flipbooks
Two books covering the history of Ordnance Survey are 
now available via their website for the first time. Both 
volumes have been published in a handy Flipbook style, 
making it easy for readers to find their way around the 
pages. 

A History of the Ordnance Survey edited by WA Seymour, first 
published in 1980, covers the history from inception through to 
1978.
Ordnance Survey: Map makers to Britain since 1791 by Tim Owen 
and Elaine Pilbeam was originally published in 1992 and takes 
readers through the history up until 1991.
 

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University

 
 
NLS Maps API - online historical mapping of Great Britain 
for use in mashups

Another great resource from the National Library of Scotland to 
add to their extensive and expanding digital map collections - this 
time for Scotland, England and Wales with lots of viewing and 
mash-up options.

http://www.ordnancesurvey.
co.uk/oswebsite/aboutus/
history/index.html
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The NLS press release explains:
“We are pleased to launch a new historical mapping application, 
allowing anyone to include selected historical geo-referenced 
maps of Great Britain in their own websites. Sets of Ordnance 
Survey mapping relating to Scotland, England and Wales, dating 
from the 1920s to 1940s, have been seamed together and geo-
referenced, then specially prepared for use in external websites.

The maps have been made available under a Creative Commons 
Attribution Licence, allowing free use and adaptation of the mapping, 
provided it is properly attributed. The maps were scanned and geo-
referenced by the National Library of Scotland, and rendered on 
the Amazon EC2 computer cluster by Klokan Technologies GmbH, 
based on a customised version of the MapTiler application. 

The maps can be used for many purposes - they can be 
integrated with other mapping, used for research purposes, used 
as a backdrop for bespoke markers or mapping data, or used to 
create other copyright free maps (such as OpenStreetMap). The 
application will also run on many mobile devices, including the 
iPhone, iPad or Google Android based phones. 

The historical map API homepage -  http://geo.nls.uk/maps/api/  -
provides simple instructions for how to embed the mapping in 
websites, and use it with the most popular free web-mapping 
services, including Google, Bing, and Openlayers.

View the historical map API homepage 
-  http://geo.nls.uk/maps/api/  - for more 
information on:

* how to display the historic map in your 
mobile device or phone
* how to embed the map in your website 
* licence and terms of use 
* what map series are used 
* how the seamless map was prepared

In the future, we hope to add more 
mapping - of other countries, and at 
more detailed scales.”

Mike Shand
University of Glasgow

For more information, please 
view http://geo.nls.uk/maps/
api/ 

Visit the National Library of 
Scotland online at www.nls.
uk <http://www.nls.uk>
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New Collins Geo Quiz Apps
Collins Geo has just launched its first two apps (applications) – 
Collins Quiz Zone World and Collins Quiz Zone Europe. These 
geographical quizzes are easy to use, entertaining but also 
educational. They have been produced in conjunction with Aimer 
Education <http://www.aimereducation.co.uk/> .

Collins Quiz Zone helps young geographers explore the world in 
an educational yet fun way, whether it’s to test themselves, revise 
or just for fun.

Collins Quiz Zone World
Categories
• Cities
• Countries
• Flags
• Landscapes
• Mountains and Rivers
• Where in the World

Collins Quiz Zone Europe
Categories
• Cities
• Countries and Boundaries
• Landscapes
• Rivers and Lakes
• Pot Luck

These quizzes are ideal for children 7 years old and upwards.
Compatible with iPhone, iPod touch and iPad.

David Mumford 
Collins Geo Newsroom Co-ordinator

 HarperCollins Publishers

For more details see iTunes.
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CARTOGRAPHIC RAMBLINGS

There are some geeky people 
around and this in particular caught 
my eye:
Cartography Nerds Attention: 10 
Awesome Map Tattoos
I will leave you to follow the link to 
some more cheeky tattoos!

EVENTS

30 April - 19 September 2010
Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art
Venue : British Library, London
Exhibition opening hours: Seven days a week, admission free.

The exhibition is described in an article elsewhere in this Newsletter.
For more information please contact:
Julie Yau, Arts Press Officer, British Library
Telephone: +44 [0] 20 7412 7237 / julie.yau@bl.uk 

8 - 10 September 2010 
Map Curators’ Workshop
Venue: Map Department of the Cambridge University Library,  
Cambridge, UK. 
 
The title of this year’s Workshop is

“Beyond the Neat Line: More than Just Geography”
Topics range from 18th and 19th century map printing processes to 
storage and accessibility of digital cartographic data.
For further information  contact: 
Ann Sutherland, Convener Email: ann.m.sutherland@talk21.com 
Anne Taylor, Head of Map Department, 
Cambridge University Library, West Road, Cambridge CB3 9DR
Tel: 01223-333041. Fax: 01223-333160. Email: aemt2@cam.ac.uk

http://www.forever-
geek.com/2010/04/

cartography_nerds_at-
tention_10_awesome_

map_tattoos/

http://www.cartogra-
phy.org.uk/default.

asp?contentID=938
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END NOTE
  
As I was enjoying a visit to China when the last issue went live I just 
want to thank everyone who helped to polish it off, especially Tim 
Absalom who took on the responsibility at quite short notice.  

My visit to the Orient was fascinating  . . . culture, cuisine and not 
least cartography. We were mostly confined to three cities Shanghai 
(where son Alex lives), Beijing and Hong Kong, all of them well 
mapped for the tourist both on paper and on the street (and Metro). 
Shanghai is everything you would expect of a modern 21st century 
city and was warming up for the 2010 EXPO. There was some 
very impressive landscaping projects springing up before our very 
eyes complete with fully mature trees! Warning the people are very 
friendly, but it really helps to have a Mandarin speaking son.
 
Hopefully we are all enjoying a good summer for a change and 
long may it last, but before you disappear off on your holiday near 
or far make sure you book your place at the Manchester Summer 
School, it promises a varied programme of topics to cater for all.  

Please send contributions for the Winter Newslettter to me at:
Rosie.Duncan@staffs.ac.uk  

Ed

NEXT EDITION November 2010

 . . an example of  
unofficious and polite 

Chinese signage!
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Society of Cartographers

WALLIS AWARD 2009 - 2010

Entries are invited from members of the Society of Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award

(for cartographic work completed during the period September 2009 to September 2010).

Entries should be accompanied by either a descriptive display panel or a written commentary, giving 
background details and technical information relating to the method of production. Submitted entries 
must be comprised of cartographic design or production undertaken in full or as majority effort by 
a member of the Society of Cartographers. Entries can be produced by either digital or traditional 
technology, in monochrome or multicolour and may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a 
publication or an atlas. The criteria for judging will consider such factors as overall clarity; balanced 
layout and design; aesthetic appearance; content fit for purpose; and the appropriate selection and 
use of colours, type and symbology.

The basis for the award is “excellence in cartography”.
The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr David Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus 
a certificate for the successful entrant. Notification and details (particularly size and format) of the 
entries should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, together with a note of your membership number, as 
soon as possible and by 31 August 2010 at latest. The entry itself should either be forwarded to the 
Hon. Secretary or submitted at the beginning of the Summer School.
Judging will take place during the Society’s 2010 Summer School in Manchester where all entries 
will be exhibited.

As an entrant for the Wallis Award you are giving permission to the Society of Cartographers (SoC) 
and its Committee to display entries at its Annual Summer School, and to reproduce all or part of 
your entry in all SoC publications and on the SoC website, without copyright, or payment of royalties 
or reproduction fees. Author(s) and/or the holders of the copyright will be duly acknowledged in any 
SoC publication in which your entry or entries are published. Those entering are fully responsibility 
for obtaining permission from the copyright holder prior to entering.

Please complete in full the following entry form and post or email the form to: Mike Shand, Hon. 
Secretary, (MikeShand@ges.gla.ac.uk) CartoGraphics Unit, Dept. of Geographical & Earth 

Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, Scotland, UK 
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WALLIS AWARD ENTRY FORM
Name of entrant:

Address:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Organisation:

Membership 
Number:

Title of Entry:
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Mr. N. Scarle
Cartographic Unit
School of Environment and Development
Arthur Lewis Building
The University of Manchester
Oxford Road
Manchester
M13 9PL

Please send the completed registration form and payment to:-

BOOKINGS RECEIVED AFTER 15th AUGUST WILL INCUR A £25.00 LATE BOOKING FEE

Other (please specify)Vegetarian (no fish)Vegetarian (including fish)

Meal requirements (please tick if applicable)

Special needs (e.g. wheelchair access, ground floor room)

Join and save £30 
on conference feesAre you a member of the Society of Cartographers? (Please indicate Y or N)

* Please provide an email address – all communications regarding the conference, including your receipt, will be sent via email

Email*

FaxTelephoneCountry

PostcodeCountyTown/City

Address

Contact details

Affiliation / Organization

Name for badge

First nameFamily name

OtherProfDrMsMrsMr

Personal details

Please complete all sections in BLOCK CAPITALS

8–10 September 2010

46th Summer School

n.scarle@manchester.ac.uk

c.perkins@manchester.ac.ukIf you have any queries or require further information please contact:

or



24

SoC Newsletter July 2010

Conference bookings will be confirmed on receipt of full payment. Regrettably, no refunds can be given.

Date

Signed

I enclose an official order numberOfficial
order

made payable to ‘The Society of Cartographers’I enclose a cheque to the value of £ Cheque

(Please note we are not able to accept payment by credit/debit card)Payment method

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE:  £

Non-membership fee £30.00  £

Late booking fee (after 15th August) £25.00  £

Total (A, B or C)  £

Total (C) £

£
Conference Dinner on Thursday 
(£45.00)

Dinner on Wednesday 
(£17.00)

(please tick)Individual meals

£
Thursday 
(£42.00)

Wednesday 
(£42.00)

(please tick)Individual nights’ accommodation (including breakfast)

£
Friday 
(£80.00)

Thursday 
(£80.00)

Wednesday 
(£65.00)

(please tick)Day rate (including lunch and registration fee)C

– includes registration fee, sessions and all lunches. 

Total (B) £Full NON-residential package – Wednesday lunchtime to Friday afternoon – £175.00B

– includes registration fee, sessions, two nights accommodation, 
all meals and Conference Dinner with wine.

Total (A) £Full residential package – Wednesday lunchtime to Friday afternoon – £320.00A

Please choose one of the following options (A, B, or C):

8–10 September 2010

46th Summer School


