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FROM THE CHAIR
A sunny day and I have just returned from a short break in the
Lake District, mountain biking and doing some GPS mapping.
This has given a chance to recharge batteries, and for some
reflection, before leaping into action to present a paper (or two) at
the State of the Map Conference, followed by a family holiday halfway round the world, and then on to the SoC conference.
We had a full and far-reaching discussion at the Committee
meeting in Portsmouth recently, including much talking around
future plans for SoC. I presented a paper to the Committee with
some quite far-reaching thoughts about where and how we
should be progressing SoC. What surprised me a little was how
conservative we all seem to be. Rather than encompassing any
new thoughts, the concensus was that we needed to act on some
of the existing situations and resolve them first – eg finances,
committee posts, future venues, Bulletin, etc. Later, Bill Johnson
and David Sherren gave a very comprehensive review of
arrangements for the Summer School, which I hope you will see
from pages in this Newsletter is shaping up to be another
excellent gathering. We also confirmed the details of an SoC
Illustrator workshop to be held at Coventry University. This was
led by Stuart Gill, and was a very successful occasion by all
accounts (also reported in this Newsletter).
One particular phase of my own activities recently has been two
interactions with our sister society the British Cartographic Society
(BCS). As a result of involvement in the UK Carto Committee I
was asked to edit part of the next BCS Journal – which contains
the quinquennial report to the International Cartographic
Association (ICA). It involved both editing the pieces as they came
in and also proof-reading the digital final copies (in PDF format).
In all cases it seemed to be on a very short time scale – probably
because the production is handled by an outside agency (Maney
Publishing) rather than being done in-house as the SoC Bulletin
still is. The second interaction was to have a long phone
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discussion with Mary Spence (BCS President) about future
cooperation between the societies. Firstly, it was to deal with the
potentially delicate issue of BCS asking Stuart Gill to repeat his
most excellent Illustrator workshop at the BCS Symposium this
year. I pointed out that it was one of SoC’s “pitches” to do
workshops of this nature as development events for our members
(and incidentally inviting non-members), but that I would be happy
for them to approach Stuart personally and ask if he was in a
position to do a session at BCS. As I understand it, he has agreed
to give a short presentation on Illustrator (and Freehand issues) at
the Chester BCS Symposium. We also spoke at length about the
possibility of a joint conference in the near future and agreed it
would be a good thing to try to achieve. We will be discussing this
at our committee meeting at Portsmouth and trying to build in that
capability at a convenient time in the future. If you have any views
on this please share them with me, or raise them at some point
(possibly the AGM).

I think SoC can learn a
thing of two from these
community cartography
folk.

This weekend I am off to the University of Manchester to the State
of the Map [SOTM] conference (essentially the first
OpenStreetMap [OSM] conference). I think SoC can learn a thing
of two from these community cartography folk. As an example,
this conference has been organised remotely from the venue by a
very small team (mostly by Internet Relay Chat [IRC] meetings). It
has resulted in an interesting programme – with Google’s Ed
Parsons as keynote speaker – much wider than just OSM interest,
with a full programme arising only from papers submitted (not
solicited or chased), a full delegate list (now officially closed) and
half a dozen major sponsors, including heavyweights such as
Google, Yahoo and Multimap. Food for thought there I feel. One
of the interesting experiences that I had was that in helping to
publicise SOTM I did a long podcast with a website in the US
called Very Spatial (good name!). This was done over a
transatlantic phone link (Skype reception not being brilliant that
particular day) and thinking quickly as I had no idea what
questions the 2 interviewers would throw out. If you trawl back
through veryspatial.com you will find it (it is episode 99 on June
11th if you are sad enough to want to search it out).
There have been some (un)usual requests for information coming
to the SoC officers, of which I will mention just too. One request
was from a TV documentary company in London for sources for a
map of Elvisland. Specifically they were “seeking a [period style]
map on which we can mark Elvis’s travels in the mid 1950s”. This
one was picked up by Mike Shand before I could get to answer it,
and he surely answered it better than I would have! Secondly
there was a request for information on a possible career change
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into cartography – a potential re-alignment of career. Specifically
I was asked “how can I find out what cartography is like”. I pointed
to usual sources, and also to SoC summer school and State of
the Map conference, and offered up an SoC mentor – if one was
required. Interestingly, this was followed quite shortly by Stuart Gill
pointing out (via Carto-SoC) a piece on the PCPro website
[http://tinyurl.com/22jsv8] entitled “End of the road for
professional mapping” – essentially postulating that TomTom’s
MapShare technology will put us all out of jobs eventually – and
asking for comments from Carto-SoCers. What was most
interesting was the lack of responses (apart from the predictably
provocative response from Steve Coast that “the writing’s been
on the wall for a long time”, but also linking to an interesting
parallel piece in Wired). I am in the middle of composing a
considered response for Carto-SoC, but would like to hear the
views of others – I am very disappointed with the lack of feedback
via the list. Is this in fact symptomatic of the situation we are in?
Are we all too busy or inward looking to express ourselves any
more via this forum?

Various strands of
publicity [for Summer
School] are being
persued, including this
year for the first time a
video trailer.

And so finally to SoC summer school. As already noted David and
Bill have setup an excellent programme, and we now need to
attract delegates. Various strands of publicity are being persued,
including this year for the first time a video trailer. I have been
working with David and Bill on this and it should be available
shortly. It will be sent to blog writers and other sources that might
want to use or link to it. I have also been working with them on
some parts of the programme, particularly on the last session
where there may well be some lively interaction between the
People’s Map proponents and some from the OpenGeoData
community. So if you haven’t made your mind up yet have another
look at the programme, and get your application in as soon as
possible. Full details and a booking form can be found in this
Newsletter. Remember that it is open to non-SoC members as
well so encourage others you know in the field to attend, and
stress that it is possible to attend as a day delegate if you wish.
For members, there are several committee posts to consider.
There is a short piece later in the Newsletter on Alexander Kent,
who is SoC Bulletin Editor designate. I am pleased that he has
stepped up to the plate to take on this important job (IF you vote
him in at the AGM of course!). Please consider whether you can
fill any of the other posts. I hope to see as many of you as
possible in Portsmouth and perhaps chat with you on the future of
professional mapping.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Steve Chilton
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Notes to contributors

CALL FOR BULLETIN MATERIAL

Contributions to the SoC
Bulletin, both short and long,
are welcomed from members
and non-members of the
Society. Any subject matter
relating to cartography in its
widest interpretation is invited,
but articles on techniques and
ideas applicable to the
practicing cartographer are
particularly welcome.
Information about new
products is also welcomed
from manufacturers.

This is a call for material for the next SoC Bulletin. I am looking
in particular for main articles for the Bulletin, but also short
articles, map/atlas/book reviews, software reviews and/or
information on new products. So, if you have something that
you feel you want to share with the cartographic community
then please get in touch with the editor by phone, fax or email
(details below) to let me know if you would be interested in
having any material published. The next issue of the Bulletin will
be put together following the 2007 Summer School in
Portsmouth, and contributions need to be with me by the end of
September. Further information about the Bulletin, plus content
from recent issues is available at:
http://www.soc.org.uk/bulletin/bulletin.html

Major articles should be
prefaced by a brief abstract
(maximum 100 words), and
references should be listed
alphabetically by author’s
surname at the end of the
article. Contributors should
include a short personal
biography. If you want to
submit material for
publication, please contact
the Editor in the first instance.

Notes to Contributors giving further information about
submitting material are provided in the next column. Do not
hesitate to contact me if you require further information.
STEVE CHILTON
SoC Acting Bulletin Editor
Tel/Fax: 020 8411 5355
Email: steve8@mdx.ac.uk

COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 2007
Members of the Committee retire each year but may offer themselves for re-election at the AGM
of the Society. Full members of the Society who wish to stand for election to the Committee
may be nominated by two or more members. Full members are encouraged to to apply for
election to all posts. Nominations must be with the Honorary Secretary prior to the AGM.
Please print the following application form and complete in full or
send the appropriate details to:
Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary,
Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, UK
We wish to Nominate:
Post on Committee:
Proposer’s signature:
Seconder’s signature:
Nominee’s signature:
NOMINATIONS MUST BE WITH THE SECRETARY PRIOR TO THE AGM
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SOC SUMMER SCHOOL 2007
PORTSMOUTH UNIVERSITY
The 43rd Annual Summer School of the Society of Cartographers
will be held at Portsmouth University from 3–6 September.
Information about the 2007 Summer School can be found by
visiting www.soc.org.uk or the official Summer School website
at http://www.port.ac.uk/soc.
Sessions, workshops and exhibitions will be hosted by the Faculty
of Technology. The university is a short taxi ride or walk from
Portsmouth city centre. (Early arrivals will be welcome on Sunday
2nd September, pm).
The Summer School generally attracts over 100 delegates. It offers
a stimulating programme over four days involving lectures,
discussions, workshops and visits on a variety of cartographic
themes. The Summer School is an ideal forum for cartographic
and associated staff and/or students to develop and expand their
skills and knowledge on current developments in cartography.

The Summer School
generally attracts over
100 delegates. It offers
a stimulating
programme over four
days involving lectures,
discussions, workshops
and visits on a variety of
cartographic themes.

A MESSAGE FROM LOCAL ORGANISERS
BILL JOHNSON AND DAVID SHERREN
Preparations are progressing smoothly and we have a full
programme of speakers in place with wide ranging subjects
from design, GIS, the environment, musical mapping, and,
reflecting Portsmouth’s history, military and maritime mapping.
A variety of interesting visits on Tuesday afternoon and a
fascinating array of workshops and demonstrations on
Wednesday will ensure there is something for everyone.
Portsmouth University is situated close to the centre of
Portsmouth and is easily accessible from the main line station
from London Victoria to the north and other principal towns on
the south coast to the east and west.
There are all the usual
chill out events … quiz
and annual dinner with
opportunity to network
with friends old and
new. What are you
waiting for … book
now!

Summer
School
2007

•

Portsmouth
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SUMMER SCHOOL
This year’s SoC annual
Summer School will be held
at Portsmouth University
between 3–6 September.
Hosted by the Faculty of
Technology, the programme
will be as varied and
interesting for both
practicing cartographers
and students of our subject
alike.
Information about the 43rd
Summer School can be
found by visiting
http://www.port.ac.uk/soc.
The website is updated
regularly so why not
bookmark the site and make
sure you visit regularly?

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Monday 3rd September
SESSION 1 Historic Portsmouth
• Early Development of Portsmouth
Sarah Quail, Former Head of Portsmouth Record Office
• The Defences of Portsmouth
Ray Riley, University of Portsmouth
• Future Development of Portsmouth
Barbara Thompson, Portsmouth City Council
SESSION 2 Design Matters
• TBA
David Roberts, Dorling Kindersley
• Design Matters: Time Matters
Pam Baldaro, University of Southampton
Quiz
Tuesday 4th September
SESSION 3 Military Mapping
• Battlefield Sites of Britain
Richard Brooks, Freelance Historian
• Allied Terrain Modelling during World War II
Alastair Pearson, University of Portsmouth
• The Challenges of Mapping the Urban Environment for Military
Operations
Major Peter Richardson, Defence Geographic Centre
SESSION 4 Musical Mapping
• Musical Maps: a musical approach to cartography or a
cartographic approach to musical composition?
Brian Rogers, University of Plymouth
SESSION 5 Maritime Mapping
• Battle of the Solent 1545 – the Mary Rose, Kings, Admirals
and Archaeology – Images and Maps
Dominic Fontana, University of Portsmouth
• Coastal Town Mapping 2070: Cartographic or Bathymetric?
Simon Boxall, National Oceanography Centre, University of
Southampton
VISITS
A
B
C
D

National Oceanography Centre, Southampton
Admiralty Library, Naval Base, Portsmouth
Greaves and Thomas, Fine Globe Makers, Ryde, Isle of Wight
Guided walk of Old Portsmouth’s historic fortifications

Wednesday 5th September
SESSION 6 GIS Mapping
• Map Design for GIS Users
Ken Field, Kingston University
• Data Sharing in a Mashed-up World
Graham Vowles, Ordnance Survey
SESSION 7 Members’ Session
• Members’ 10 minute presentations
SESSIONS 8 AND 9 DEMONSTRATIONS AND
WORKSHOPS
• Ordnance Survey Pictometry
• Adobe Illustrator
• LIDAR height data manipulation
• ‘Vision of Britain’
• SketchUp
• GPS mapping exercise
Thursday 6th September
SESSION 10 MAPPING THE ENVIRONMENT
• Change Detection Mapping and Trend Analysis of Salt Marsh
Areas of Central Southern England using Photogrammetric
Analysis
Brian Baily, University of Portsmouth
• Spacebourne DEMs: Earth and Mars
Mike Smith, Kingston University
SESSION 11 Community Mapping
• The People’s Map Project
Tim Rideout, The XYZ Digital Map Company
• Open Source Renders the World
Artem Pavlenko, Mapnik
• Geodata Collection in the 21st Century
Nick Black, ZXV Limited

See the Summer School
website for more details
and updates during
July and August
http://www.port.ac.uk/
soc

CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

See http://www.port.ac.uk/soc/
for more information.

See programme on the Summer School website for latest
information http://www.port.ac.uk/soc
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ILLUSTRATOR WORKSHOP
COVENTRY UNIVERSITY, 12 JUNE 2007
The Society of Cartographers ran a workshop for members
and non-members alike on 12 June which offered
participants the chance to learn more about features in
Adobe Illustrator and how they can be best applied to
making maps using this popular piece of software.
The idea of holding a workshop was prompted by Adobe’s
announcement earlier this year that the company would no
longer offer upgrades to Macromedia Freehand, software
acquired by Adobe through its acquisition of Macromedia
during 2006.

Many cartographers
have used Freehand
since its early versions
during the 1990s…

Many cartographers have used Freehand since its early
versions during the 1990s and have upgraded to the latest
version, Freehand MX. While Illustrator has also developed
over the years and has an equally loyal group of users, many
of the techniques for generating vector graphics in the two
programmes differ in subtle ways.
The Society’s Committee therefore felt that Freehand users
would benefit from this workshop and welcomed the offer
from Stuart Gill of Coventry University to host the day.

Programme
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09.15–09.20

Welcome (Professor Hazel Barrett,
Head of Department)

09.20–10.35

Illustrator Environment

10.35–10.45

Break

10.45–12.30

Using the tools

12.30–13.00

Lunch

13.00–14.45

Looking at Appearance

14.45–15.00

Break

15.00–15.30

Layers, groups, filters and effects

15.30–15.45

A quick look at CS3

15.45–16.30

Open session

…many of the
techniques for
generating vector
graphics in the two
programmes differ in
subtle ways.
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Feedback

SOCIETY NEWS

Several people who attended this workshop have provided
feedback which we are happy to make available to readers.
“All aspects of the day were well organised and useful. Stuart was
an able teacher who managed to cover a lot of ground efficiently in
the limited length of time available. It was helpful to have a
workstation each on which to copy what we were being shown,
although at some points I found it more useful to listen, watch and
make notes.
“The comprehensive range of handouts which we were given was
also much appreciated and should prove valuable as we try to
make our way in the world of Illustrator.
“Many thanks for arranging the day.”
Claire Iveson

“[Illustrator] can handle
GIS generated files
better, export files better,
create fills better, use
symbology better and
so on.”

“I would like to thank Stuart Gill and all concerned in
organising what I would consider the one of the best SoC
events I have ever had the pleasure to attend. The
workshop got to the heart of what most of us are trying to
do daily. Illustrator is a bit of a dog at first when you transfer
from FreeHand. It is very easy just to take the easy option
and stick with Freehand until you retire (while at the same
time slag off Illustrator).
“I have been using Illustrator (on and off) for about a year
and a half now and would have to say it is a far superior
product than Freehand. It can handle GIS generated files
better, export files better, create fills better, use symbology
better and so on.
“Attending workshops is essential if you want to speed up
your ability and understanding of any new tool (in this case
a graphic program). Again congratulations to SoC for
organising the workshop and specialty to Stuart for making
us all look like such amateurs. I would highly recommend
and support the expansion of SoC workshops in the future.”
Mike Murphy
“This was well presented and very informative. I would like to see
more of this type of course run by SoC as, although I have used
Illustrator quite a bit, I prefer Freehand. It was good to be able to
see just what the latest Illustrator software can do. We all tend to
stick to the same way of doing things and it’s very useful to pick
up tips by talking with others, and having the opportunity to find
other ways of working..
“Many thanks.”
Jonette Surridge
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INTRODUCING ALEXANDER KENT
EDITOR DESIGNATE,
SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS BULLETIN
While I have always enjoyed cartography (I remember making a
map of my school when I was five – though I don’t think the
lettering was that hot) like many of the members of the Society,
my real training began at what is now Oxford Brookes University.
This whet my appetite to study for an MPhil in GIS and Remote
Sensing at Cambridge (Queens’ College) and I returned to Oxford
Brookes to lecture in these subjects shortly afterwards. While at
Oxford, I also became involved in some interesting cartographic
projects, such as an interactive atlas of world history for
schoolchildren and a historical atlas of Islam at the Oxford Centre
for Islamic Studies.
A surfing (or possibly wilfing) session eventually led me to Peter
Vujakovic at Canterbury Christ Church University, who
encouraged me to lecture in basic cartography to first-year
undergraduates and became a supervisor for my PhD, which I
have just completed. (This looks at stylistic differences in
European 1:50 000 state topographic maps and some of the
findings will be presented at the ICA conference in Moscow this
year.) A member of the Society of Cartographers, I also belong to
the Royal Geographical Society and I’m a Fellow of the British
Cartographic Society, whose Journal I help to edit. When I’m not
messing around with maps in some way, I dabble in some
landscape photography and attempt to travel to new places –
often getting lost in the process.

“I see this Editorship as
a tremendous
opportunity to serve
those with a passion for
cartography in any
sense, from medieval
map-making to sat-nav
map design.”

I see this Editorship as a tremendous opportunity to serve those
with a passion for cartography in any sense, from medieval mapmaking to sat-nav map design. Following in the footsteps of Steve
Chilton (who, as Jo Walsh recently put it, “has a sharp eye for the
edge”) is no small task and looking back over the years it is clear
that Steve’s work for the Bulletin is itself an enormous contribution
to cartography. I feel both privileged and glad that Steve will be
showing me the ropes!
As the Society’s publication, this is your Bulletin and I hope that
you will respond to this open invitation to contribute to its healthy
mix of practical tips, in-depth articles, and reviews. This mix has
ensured that the Bulletin has remained faithful to the cutting-edge
of cartography and my wish is that we build on this success to
ensure that the Bulletin continues to be relevant to the members
of the Society and the wider cartographic community.
Alexander Kent

Alexander Kent
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SUMMER SCHOOL BURSARIES

WALLIS AWARD 2007

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 31 July ANNUALLY
AND NOTIFICATION by 14 August 2007

Entries are invited from members of the Society of Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award (for
cartographic work completed during the period September 2006 to September 2007).

The Society of Cartographers offers TWO bursaries to allow half attendance at their Annual
Summer School.
The bursary offer is open to student and overseas members only. Each bursary will cover a
Summer School half attendance package and registration. Travel costs to and from the SoC
Summer School will NOT be covered by the bursary.
The aim of the bursary is to give financial assistance to members who would otherwise be unable
to attend due to lack of other financial support. Submissions will be reviewed by the Bursary
sub-committee and successful applicants will be notified by 15th July annually.
The 2007 Annual Summer School of the Society is being hosted by Portsmouth University and
will be held between 3–6 September 2006. Details of the programme and contact details for the
local organisers can be found by visiting www.soc.org.uk.
To apply for a Bursary please print the following application form and complete in full or send the
appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences,
University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, UK

BURSARY APPLICATION FORM
Name

Entries should be accompanied by either a descriptive display panel or a written commentary,
giving background details and technical information relating to the method of production.
Submitted entries must comprise cartographic design or production undertaken in full or as
majority effort by a member of the Society of Cartographers.
Entries can be produced by either digital or traditional technology, in monochrome or multicolour and may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a publication or an atlas. The
criteria for judging will consider such factors as overall clarity; balanced layout and design;
aesthetic appearance; content fit for purpose; and the appropriate selection and use of colours,
type and symbology. The basis for the award is “excellence in cartography”.
The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr David Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus
a certificate for the successful entrant. Notification and details (particularily size and format) of
the entries should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, together with a note of your membership
number, as soon as possible and by 31 August 2007 at latest. The entry itself should either be
forwarded to the Hon. Secretary or submitted at the beginning of the Summer School.
Judging will take place during the week of the Cartography 2007 Summer School at Portsmouth
University where all entries will be exhibited. Please print the following entry form and complete
in full or send the appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences,
University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, UK

Organisation

Address/postcode

WALLIS AWARD ENTRY FORM 2007
Membership number

Title of entry
Name of entrant

Membership category (tick one box)
Email
Comments to support this application

Student

Address/postcode

Overseas
Telephone
Email
Organisation
Membership number
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