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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
These notes are being written in a slightly sombre moment. It is
with great sadness that I have to note the recent death of longstanding SoC Committee member Pam Spoerry. Pam sadly
passed away on 15 April after a long struggle with cancer. The
sombre mood is not what friend Pam would have liked of me, as
she herself was always so bright and sparky. However, I have just
tried to write some notes of appreciation of Pam, which appear
elsewhere in this Newsletter, and inevitably it brings its own
sadness.
It only seems a short while ago that I was last struggling to write a
Chair’s message for the last issue of our Newsletter. Once again
congratulations to editor Gary Haley for bringing another edition
together so well. Since the last Newsletter I have attended one
SoC committee meeting, which was mainly concerned with
ongoing arrangements for the Bristol Summer School this
September (see further details of this elsewhere in this Newsletter)
and one UKCarto Committee meeting (which is reported
elsewhere too). As yet there has not been a formal meeting
between SoC and BCS to pursue discussions about possible
further cooperation between the Societies. Having said that, I have
had individual discussions with the BCS President, and we have
formed a team of Senior SoC personnel in readiness to have such
a meeting. As a Committee we are still determined to discuss this
matter and to report back to the Bristol AGM, as mandated.
At the Committee meeting there was discussion about the
possibility of SoC becoming a Limited Company with a Board of
Directors, again, a decision and report will be made at the 2004
AGM. It was noted that we are still looking for a Bulletin Editor or
small publication ‘team’. It was also noted that in preparation for
the SOC/BCS discussion a SWOT analysis had been prepared,
and that this will be developed into an Action Plan. The
forthcoming Summer School was the main agenda topic, with the
excellent plans for the week being reviewed and supplemented.
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Welcome to the July
issue of the SoC
Newsletter. This issue
has been designed for
digital distribution via the
Society’s website. Hard
copy versions of the
Newsletter are available
on request.
Contributions to the
Newsletter are welcomed
from all members. Please
email all copy and
photographs to
Newsletter@soc.org.uk
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I hope that as many of
you as possible will
attend this 40th
anniversary event. Apart
from the formal
programme, one of the
real benefits of
attending is networking
with colleagues in other
institutions and mapping
organisations

On a slightly more tangential note, I never cease to be amazed at
how often Cartography is in the news, both for serious and
frivolous reasons. Just recently (7 June) the Countryside Agency
released the provisional maps of open country and registered
common land for the East of England. Just 11 days later there
was much made in the national press of the fact that pop star
Madonna had “won” a ruling at appeal against the Countryside
Agency and their classification of large parts of her estate in
Wiltshire as downland and therefore available for access to the
public. Further reading of the detail reveals that neither party
“won” the case, and that some areas were agreed as open
access while some were changed not to be. It is interesting to see
even the TV and national news services glossing over the facts in
order to pick up on the celebrity angle. It is in fact a fine example
of Cartography being instrumental in the complicated process of
democracy.
Major political events also spawn much new Cartography. When
the recent local, European and London mayoral election results
came out the BBC News website had a neat interactive webmap
showing the results in an interesting and easily assimilated way.
There has recently been an interesting discussion on the
MAPHIST mailing list on the film “The Day After Tomorrow” which
has heavy use of maps, paper maps hanging on walls as well as
digital imagery. Of further interest to the map community is the
destruction of the New York Public Library. Some survivors escape
to the upper floors, but the main floor where the map collection is
stored was wiped out by a tidal wave. To keep warm, the survivors
burn books, but someone does save NYPL’s Guttenberg Bible.
Also worth noting is the fact that in “Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban” a map – magical, of course – played a prominent
role in the movie.
This just goes to highlight the relevance of the presentations at
this year’s Summer School at the University of Bristol. There will
be contributions on public access mapping, geopolitical
Cartography, new mapping technologies, art and Cartography,
and a keynote by Prof Haggett on 40 years of Cartography. I am
really looking forward to the conference, and I hope that as many
of you as possible will attend this 40th anniversary event. Apart
from the formal programme, one of the real benefits of attending
is networking with colleagues in other institutions and mapping
organisations. I hope to network with you at some time during that
week.

Steve Chilton

2

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

SOC Newsletter, July 2004

CALL FOR BULLETIN MATERIAL

Notes to contributors

This is a call for material for the next SoC Bulletin. I am looking in
particular for main articles for the Bulletin, but also short articles,
map/atlas/book reviews, software reviews and/or information on
new products. So, if you have something that you feel you want
to share with the cartographic community then please get in
touch with the editor by phone, fax or email (details below) to let
me know if you would be interested in having any material
published. The next issue of the Bulletin will be put together
following the 2004 Summer School in Bristol, and contributions
need to be with me by the end of September. Further information
about the Bulletin, plus content from recent issues is available
at: http://www.soc.org.uk/bulletin/bulletin.html

Contributions to the SoC
Bulletin, both short and long,
are welcomed from members
and non-members of the
Society. Any subject matter
relating to cartography in its
widest interpretation is invited,
but articles on techniques and
ideas applicable to the
practicing cartographer are
particularly welcome.
Information about new
products is also welcomed
from manufacturers.

Notes to Contributors giving further information about submitting
material are provided in the next column. Do not hesitate to
contact me if you require further information.
STEVE CHILTON
SoC Bulletin Editor
Tel/Fax: 020 8411 5355
Email: steve8@mdx.ac.uk

Major articles should be
prefaced by a brief abstract
(maximum 100 words), and
references should be listed
alphabetically by author’s
surname at the end of the
article. Contributors should
include a short personal
biography. If you want to
submit material for
publication, please contact
the Editor in the first instance.

COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 2004
Members of the Committee retire each year but may offer themselves for re-election at the AGM
of the Society. Full members of the Society who wish to stand for election to the Committee
may be nominated by two or more members. Full members are encouraged to to apply for
election to all posts. Nominations must be with the Honorary Secretary prior to the AGM.
Please print the following application form and complete in full or
send the appropriate details to:
Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary,
Department of Geography & Geomatics, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K.
We wish to Nominate:
Post on Committee:
Proposer’s signature:
Seconder’s signature:
Nominee’s signature:
NOMINATIONS MUST BE WITH THE SECRETARY PRIOR TO THE AGM
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CARTOGRAPHY 2004
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL
The 40th Annual Summer School of the Society of Cartographers
will be held at the University of Bristol from 6–9 September.
Information about the 2004 Summer School can be found by
visiting www.soc.org.uk or the official Summer School website
at http://www.ggy.bris.ac.uk/soc2004/index.htm. The website
is updated regularly so why not bookmark the site and make sure
you visit regularly?
Sessions, workshops and exhibitions will be held in the School of
Geographical Sciences. The School and accommodation are
located in the Georgian heart of the city in Clifton, close to the city
centre and local landmarks; Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s
suspension bridge and SS Great Britain and many more. The
Society aims to provide delegates with a stimulating and enjoyable
Summer School including sessions, workshops, visits and social
events. (Early arrivals will be welcome on Sunday 5th, pm).

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

Bristol proudly boasts
many attractions
including Isambard
Kingdom Brunel’s Clifton
suspension bridge, the
SS Great Britain and
many more.

Monday 6th September
PUBLIC ACCESS MAPPING
• City ID – Bristol-based wayfinding and city centre mapping
• Sustrans (tbc)
• Curious Software – Mapping for the Media
• Steve Chilton – On Alfred Wainwright
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Emeritus Professor Peter Haggett, University of Bristol
• 40 years of University Cartography: some personal reflections
Drinks reception
Quiz - All welcome
Tuesday 7th September
EXTREME MAPPING
• Bristol Glaciology Centre – Mapping Antarctica
• John Stevens – Cave Surveying
• John Bridges OU – Martian Mapping
NEW MAPPING TECHNOLOGIES
• Daniel Ormsby, InnoGIStic – Bristol based GIS mapping
solutions
• Jeremy Wood – GPS Mapping
• Nick Holden, Environment Agency, Environmental Mapping
Technologies.
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WORKSHOPS
• Accessibility and usability of digital map data
• Arcview & the Census, Digimap & other EDINA projects,
Mapinfo & MaPublisher,
• Digital data into graphics packages eg Illustrator & Freehand.
Workshops will be briefly introduced, followed by question and
answer open forum sessions.
Society AGM
Wednesday 8th September
ART/CARTOGRAPHY – CARTOGRAPHY/ART
• Adrienne Wortzel – New York based New Media Artist
• Saul Albert – Artist
• Anna Oliver – Bristol-based Artist
EXCURSIONS
• UK Hydrographic Office, Taunton. An opportunity to visit
specific sections of the UKHO including Digital Production,
Electronic Navigation Charting, Oceanography & Geodesy,
Maritime Boundaries, Printing and Production and the world
famous Hydrographic Archive.
• Around Bristol coach and ferry tour with special interest visits to
art studio, Bristol University map archives, Bristol Sustainable
Development Centre CREATE, Sustrans (tbc).
• Environment Agency Office, Bath
Annual Dinner and Ceilidh
Thursday 9th September
GEOPOLITICAL MAPPING
• Prof. Ron Johnston – University of Bristol
• Dr. Peter Collier – University of Portsmouth
MEMBERS SESSION
• Members of the Society will be invited to give a short
presentation on current projects.
It is our intention to offer members the opportunity to present to
the summer school a short 15–20 min overview of a particular
project or piece of work with which they have been involved
recently. Those intending to enter the Wallis Award may also
see this as an opportunity to present their entry more fully.

Cartography
2004

•

Bristol

It is our intention to offer
members the
opportunity to present to
the summer school a
short 15–20 min
overview of a particular
project or piece of work
with which they have
been involved recently

If you would be interested in participating in this session please
contact the local organiser, Drew Ellis at:
drew.ellis@bris.ac.uk or Tel: 0117 9545973

See www.soc.org.uk for more information.
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John Bridges is Research
Fellow at the Open
University and works with
the Beagle 2 Mars team at
the Planetary and Space
Sciences Research Institute.
He can be contacted by
email at
j.bridges@open.ac.uk

The first map that can
be considered an
accurate representation
of the martian surface
was published by
Schiaparelli in 1878

EXTREME MAPPING
MAPPING MARS
John Bridges
The most hostile environment for mapping today is beyond our
own planet. The mapping of Mars has proceeded from the earliest
telescopic observations of martian features and seasons in the
17th and 18th centuries by Cassini and Herschel, through the first
Mariner spacecraft images of water-formed gullies in the 1960s.
Mariner 9 in 1971 was the first spacecraft to enter martian orbit
and, once a major dust storm had subsided, its cameras revealed
for the first time the true diversity of the martian surface with
canyons, ancient flood plains, dune fields and shield volcanoes.
The first topographic and geological maps of Mars were
constructed with the Mariner 9 data.
Today we have three satellites orbiting Mars providing high
resolution digital elevation models, images and maps of H2O-ice
abundance, ground temperature, geochemistry and rock-type
distributions. Five successful landing missions, starting with the
two Viking Landers in 1976, Pathfinder in 1997, and the
Opportunity and Spirit Landers of 2004 have provided
complementary information about surface rock types and
atmospheric chemistry.
The first map that can be considered an accurate representation
of the martian surface was published by Schiaparelli in 1878
(Figure 1). The most up-to-date and accurate map of Mars
available today is the digital elevation model constructed from the
Mars Orbiter Laser Altimetry (MOLA) experiment on board the

Figure 1
Map of Mars constructed by
Schiaparelli in 1878.
The major topographic feature
of Mars which is its crustal
dichotomy between the
ancient, cratered highlands in
the South and the younger
northern lowlands can be
seen. This is a telescopic-type
drawing so south is at the top.
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Mars Global Surveyor (MGS) satellite. This has provided
elevations precise to within a few metres whereas before the
MOLA results, elevations on Mars were described relative to a
pressure datum and a geocentric reference system. This had
considerable disadvantages due to seasonal variations in the
location of the pressure datum and also inaccuracies in the
location of the latitude and longitude reference lines on the actual
surface of Mars.
From an orbital height of about 380 km the Mars Orbiter Camera
(MOC) on board MGS can take images of up to <1 m per pixel
and resolve objects of about twice that size at its highest
resolution, although most images have been taken at resolutions
of <5 m/pixel. This has produced much new information about
geologically recent gullies on Mars and the metre-scale layered
structure of the martian uppermost crust.
One of the most important uses of the new data being returned
from the current orbiting missions is to characterise landing sites.
Despite the disappointing failure of Beagle 2 it is likely that
expertise will be gained from the ongoing project which will benefit
future ESA landing missions.
MOLA provides highly precise elevation data but the gap between
laser points on the martian surface (~100–200 m) means that it
does not directly provide information about slopes on the ~10 m
scale. To some extent this is covered by models relating surface

Figure 2
MOLA 1/128th Digital
Elevation Model of Mars
(2001, MOLA Science
Investigation Team).
This map provides elevations
with a precision of a few
metres. The extreme
topographic variation on Mars,
compared to the larger Earth,
can be seen. Mars has a
range of elevations from –8 to
+24 km (Hellas impact basin
to the Olympus Mons shield
volcano in the Tharsis volcanic
province). Some of the major
terrains are marked.

The most up-to-date and
accurate map of Mars
available today is the
digital elevation model
constructed from the
MOLA experiment on
board the Mars Global
Surveyor satellite
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Figure 3
THEMIS image of the floor of
a 287 km Newton impact
crater in the Terra Sirenum
area of the ancient
highlands (41°S, 200°E,
Figure 2)
In the central part of the image
a smaller 2 km impact crater
is present, on the northern
walls of which small gullies are
visible. The rays of ejecta
leading from the impact crater
can also be seen. THEMIS
visible image V03490003, 17
m/pixel resolution, 17.4 km
width. A higher resolution
MOC image of the gullies is
shown in Figure 4.

One of the most
important uses of the
new data being returned
from the current orbiting
missions is to
characterise landing
sites.

roughness to the width of returned laser pulses. However radar
data and inspection of high resolution images (<5 m/pixel) are
also necessary to characterise slopes and surface roughness at
the <10 m scale. This may, for instance, highlight hazards such
as sand dunes or secondary impact crater fields. MOC imagery is
available over part of Mars at such high resolutions. Stereo HRSC
imagery allows quantitative measurements of slopes on visible
hazards. Radar data are also necessary to check that candidate
sites have sufficient radar reflectivity for inflation-bag altimeters to
operate.
The presence of atmospheric dust over landing sites at different
seasons is sometimes visible in Mars Orbiter Camera images.
This approach proved highly useful for the MER landers, with the
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Figure 4
MOC image of same area
as Figure 3

publication of predicted weather reports on the Malin Space
Science Systems website based on their database of acquired
wide angle, multispectral images.
In the future this type of data will need to be gathered for the
ExoMars mission in 2009 or 2011. This is an ESA-led mission with
a rover capable of travelling over some km of the martian surface.
It will carry stereo cameras, a range of mineralogically relevant
filters for the cameras, mass spectrometers for isotopic and
chemical analyses and tools for chipping at the rock surfaces.
Other upcoming missions are the NASA 2007 Polar Lander
‘Phoenix’ and a further high resolution orbiting camera in 2006
(Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter). Within the next few years most of
the planet will have been imaged at resolutions of 18 m/pixel or
greater and together with our high resolution topographic maps,
maps of H2O-ice distribution and data from landing missions we
now have mapping and geological data of a precision and
quantity second only in the Solar System to that of the Earth.

The gullies and their debris
fans occupy the walls of the
crater. These gullies probably
formed through the melting of
near-surface water-ice. The
lack of overlying impact
craters shows the young age
of the gullies (less than a few
million years). Also notable is
the horizontal layering which
the gullies partially obscure.
Much of the ancient highlands
are composed of fine (e.g.
metres thick) layers. The
Opportunity Lander images of
such layers suggest that many
of them are sedimentary
rocks: indicators of past
warmer and wetter conditions
on Mars.
Main Space Science Systems
image/NASA MOC2-242.

…we now have mapping
and geological data of
a precision and quantity
second only in the
Solar System to that
of the Earth

This report is intended to provide an insight into some of the
techniques that are currently being used to explore Mars. More
information will be given by John Bridges at this year’s Summer
School in Bristol as part of a session on Extreme Mapping.
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ALFRED WAINWRIGHT
HIS CONTRIBUTION TO CARTOGRAPHY,
GRAPHIC DESIGN AND PUBLISHING
Alfred Wainwright is probably best known for his 7 Pictorial Guides
to the Lakeland Fells. Why this work is of particular note is
because Wainwright surveyed all the 214 Lake District summits,
drew maps for each one, wrote the accompanying text, produced
pen and ink sketches to illustrate each, hand-lettered each page’s
text and self-published the resulting work.
What is perhaps less generally known is that he was also a prolific
draftsman, cartographer, artist and publisher. His biography
(Wainwirght – the biography, Hunter Davies. Penguin Books:
London, 1998) lists 61 separate publications, ranging from the
Lakeland Guides, the long distance walk guides (Pennine Way,
Coast to Coast), to several series of Sketchbook and Mountain
Drawing volumes. He also worked for others, and was also a
noted illustrator, producing line drawings and maps for example
for Richard Adams’ book The Plague Dogs. His output was
phenomenal. Book 1 of the Guide (The Eastern Fells) for instance
was completed in 2 years and contains 35 chapters (one per fell),
and has at least an illustration, map of ascent(s), summit diagram
and viewpoint – remember that these were surveyed, hand-drawn
and hand-lettered in all cases, with all accompanying text pages
all hand-lettered (and justified) as well.

Give me a map of
country I do not know,
even of a country I shall
never know, and it has
the power to thrill and
excite me

So, what of his cartography? His love of maps shines through
from the following two quotes from his biography.
“He created his own maps of Lancashire and the North,
using different coloured pens and various elaborate
symbols. There were probably no maps at home, but at
school he had to copy and create maps in Geography
lessons – many of which he kept all his life.”
“Give me a map of country I do not know, even of a
country I shall never know, and it has the power to thrill
and excite me. No book has such an appeal to the
imagination.”
His own approach to cartography was fairly individual. From the
sources available to me it appears that he would travel to the fells,
walk them extensively, take many photographs as reference
material, then return home and compose the maps, text and
whole page layouts in the evening in his study. His maps are a
strange hybrid of plan views and perspective views, all combined
into one. His methods, and the resulting products – maps, ascent
routes, summit routes, skyeline views, radial summit view
diagrams – are the subject of my current research interest and will
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be reported more fully in a presentation at the SoC summer
School at Bristol between 6th and 9th September 2004.
Anyone wishing to explore this fascinating character further should
certainly consider reading Hunter Davies’ biography of him, and
might also consider visiting Kendal Museum this summer. Until the
end of August 2004 the museum is playing host to an exhibition
dedicated to Wainwright, which explores his work and has many of
his drawings and personal belongings on display, plus a
reconstruction of his office (he lived in Kendal, where he was
Borough Treasurer and Curator of the Museum for many years).
Sadly the Museum’s own website (http://www.kendalmuseum.
org.uk) misspells his name on their own ‘Wainright’ (sic) gallery!
Steve Chilton

NEWS AND REPORTS
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY THROWS
OPEN ITS DOORS
One of the world’s largest collections of geographical knowledge
opened to the public for the first time at a new study centre at the
Royal Geographical Society in London on Tuesday, 8 June. The
resources include two million items including maps, photographs,
books, artefacts and documents that tell the story of 500 years of
geographical research and exploration.
The £7.1m Heritage Lottery Fund-supported project is entitled
‘Unlocking the Archives’ and gives full public access to study the
Society’s heritage resources for the first time in its 174 year
history. A free catalogue of the heritage resources is available by
visiting www.rgs.org/collections
There are many important records from the so-called golden age
of geographical exploration in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
These include the South Polar Times edited by Shackleton during
Captain Scott’s 1902–03 expedition to Antarctica and Dr.
Livingstone’s watercolour sketches of the Victoria Falls in Africa.
From more recent times, there are maps used for the Normandy
D-day landings 60 years ago, and the diaries of Lord Hunt who
led the first successful ascent of Everest.

The resources include
two million items
including maps,
photographs, books,
artefacts and
documents that tell the
story of 500 years of
geographical research
and exploration

The computerisation of substantial parts of the card catalogues
for the first time enables users to search the heritage holdings via
the internet with more than 210,000 card records transferred to an
electronic catalogue. More information is available from the RGS
website www.rgs.org
Gary Haley (based on RGS news release)
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The end of
cartography at
Oxford Brookes
The Cartography
Department at Oxford
Brookes University (formerly
Oxford Polytechnic) is
closing and will be hosting a
celebration for staff and
students, past and present,
on September 14th 2004, at
Headington Hill Hall in
Oxford.
Places are limited and will
be strictly by invitation since
there will be only 160 places
for a potential thousand
former students.
If you would like to be
added to the mailing list
could you please send your
name and address to
Susie Jones (formally Hart),
at sfhart@brookes.ac.uk.
Please title your email
‘Cartography Celebration’.

UK CARTO COMMITTEE
27 May 2004
I attended my second UKCarto Committee in May, and once
again much of the discussion was about the International
Cartographic Association (ICA). It was noted that there might be
an ICA meeting in Glasgow in 2009.
It was Roger Anson’s last meeting before his retirement. He was
presented with a tankard to mark his long and active service on
this committee.
Anyone wanting to know more of the work of the ICA should
access their website at: http://www.icaci.org/. It was also
evident that commercial interests are strong in both ICA and
UKCarto. I was prompted by something mentioned at UKCarto to
visit the International Map Trade Association (IMTA) website at
http://www.maptrade.org/. I note in the IMTA Newsletter that the
President (Peter Jolly) states “It is possible to develop the part of
the brain that handles spatial awareness; it can be trained. So the
questions for IMTA are perhaps: Do we wish to get involved in a
training program? If so, should we be developing a training
programme in our own right or in cooperation with others?”.
With the demise of the Oxford Brookes cartography course, the
possible re-introduction of cartography at other institutions, and
the fact that commercial software suppliers are considering
running cartography as well as software training, it is evident that
the involvement of the Society of Cartographers and the other
industry players is still very relevant.
Steve Chilton,
SoC Chair

LTSN-GEES CONFERENCE
It is possible to develop
the part of the brain
that handles spatial
awareness – it can be
trained

8 June 2004
Around 20 cartographers attended the Learning and Teaching
Support Network (LTSN) conference at the University of
Gloucestershire on 8 June. This conference was aimed at support
staff from geography, earth and environmental sciences (GEES)
departments.
The aim of the conference was to allow support staff to network
with colleagues in similar roles from other institutions to explore
opportunities for continuing professional development and ways
to enhance student learning. The conference also provided an
opportunity to discuss a wide variety of topics relating to our work.
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The morning session began with a presentation from Carolyn
Roberts, Head of the School of the Environment, University of
Gloucestershire. Carolyn examined the different types of support
staff structures that exist throughout GEES departments, their
typical roles and explored some typical problems they face
including: managing their own time in the face of increasing
workloads, the lack of career progression and maintaining
professional currency through training. Carolyn finished by
discussing the issues in supporting student learning and various
sources for staff development including professional
organizations such as the SoC, Internal/External training courses,
Trades Unions, HEIs and LTSN.
The second session was presented by Jude Carroll from the
Oxford Centre for Staff and Learning Development at Oxford
Brookes University. Jude produced a highly motivating
presentation on encouraging support staff development.
The third keynote session entitled ‘Self development, Professional
Development: The Balancing Act’, was presented by Professor
Sally Brown. Sally is currently ‘freelancing’ for the Higher
Education Academy and after explaining current initiatives on the
development of all support staff, the accreditation of teaching and
learning support staff and the consultation on standards Sally
went on to discuss the value of professional and personal
development and highlighted the fact that while many of us are in
‘jobs’ rather than careers we do have a lot of opportunities to
‘grow our jobs’ within the academic environment. Sally then
proceeded to highlight some of those opportunities, suggesting
sources such as the HE press, Funding Council consultation
papers, HEIs strategy plans, departmental objectives and
constructive use of performance reviews and ways to exploit
them. The overall theme though highlighted the need to be
proactive in seeking out opportunities for development and
making the best of them.
In the afternoon delegates broke off into various groups,
cartographers, administrators, IT support, librarians and lab
technicians and attended specialist presentations and
discussions. Steve Chilton chaired the Carto group and four 10
minute presentations were given by senior members of SoC.
Mike Shand kicked off with a look at how Cartography has
changed and developed in the 21st Century. Mike explained how
the availability of digital data together with GIS and
mapping/graphics software has completely changed the way
many of us produce maps. More importantly, Mike pointed out
how many academics, students and researchers increasingly rely

Current vacancies
Bulletin editorial team
I last year stood down from
the post of Editor of our
Bulletin and we REALLY
need someone (or a small
editorial team) to step
forward and take the
publication forwards. If
anyone wants to see what
the job entails I can provide
a written job description,
with no obligation to take
this further. Please contact
me by phone or email on
0208 411 5355 or
chair@soc.org.uk.
The current Reviews Editor
for the SOC Bulletin, Bob
Parry, has retired and is
standing down from his long
commitment to SoC. This
means that the Society is
looking for someone to take
on this important task. Bob
has kindly agreed to see the
reviews section into the next
volume which is due out in
late 2004. If anyone is
interested in taking on the
role they are welcome to
contact me for details of
what it entails.
Steve Chilton

The overall theme
highlighted the need to
be proactive in seeking
out opportunities for
development and
making the best of them.
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on the skills base of the modern cartographer/GIS technician to
access, utilise and keep them up-to-date with this technology.

…many academics,
students and
researchers increasingly
rely on the skills base of
the modern
cartographer/GIS
technician to access,
utilise and keep them
up-to-date with this
technology.

Support staff often
require specialist
training that is usually
expensive and are often
at the ‘bottom of the
pile’ when it comes to
funding opportunities for
this training. [However]
income generated from
some commercial
activities … had funded
training for some of the
support staff
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Mike went on to highlight the sources and type of digital data sets
available and the different software tools available for translating
this data into mapping software, either GIS based and/or drawing
packages. Finally, Mike examined the problems associated with
the changes in the way we produce our work, particularly the need
to keep up-to-date with the ever changing technology, the lack of
specialized training, whether or not cartographers have the skills
required to support both academics and students and the role of
the HOD or Institution in the CPD needs of its support staff.
For those of you attending the SoC Summer School in September,
Mike together with others, will be presenting a workshop
demonstrating the use of some of the software and databases
that are available.
Tim Aspden presented a session on the ‘Changing Role of the
Cartographic Unit’, particularly with the decline in traditional
cartographic work from academics and researchers and the
reduction in the number of GEES departments teaching
cartographic methods to their undergraduate students. Tim
highlighted the need for cartographic staff to identify the
requirements of staff and students, course content and
developments within the institution and to ensure that staff receive
or seek training opportunities to meet these requirements. Tim
pointed out that many of the training courses available within his
own and other institutions were too generalized. Support staff
often require specialist training that is usually expensive and are
often at the ‘bottom of the pile’ when it comes to funding
opportunities for this training. He then cited examples where
income generated from some commercial activities within his own
unit had funded training for some of the support staff and
suggested this may be a way forward for others in similar
situations.
Huw Dobson’s session looked at ways in which cartographers
could make career moves into other support roles. He discussed
how the relatively narrow field of cartography can make support
staff vulnerable to changing patterns of support, student learning
developments and technical changes within higher and further
education. Huw highlighted potential scenarios, mergers or
cutbacks and the growth of a ‘self-sufficient’ culture among
academic staff who could use off-the-peg products that could
lead to rationalization. Huw suggested that taking advantage of
the training and CPD opportunities available, both internally
(personal staff development) and externally (HESDA HE staff
development), could open up opportunities to expand roles into
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areas such as ICT, graphics, web administration and editing,
learning resources etc. or to migrate to new areas, for example,
chief/senior technician, administrator, map curator, fieldwork
support, finance officer among others. He discussed the merits of
viewing change positively and seeing it as an opportunity rather
than a threat and highlighted personal benefits such as being
more marketable and in demand, with new challenges,
stimulation and more job satisfaction. Huw added that all of us
develop a unique combination of knowledge, skills and
experience in our jobs and there is no reason why we should not
continue to add to these in other and more diverse fields that may
benefit ourselves and our institutions.

…taking advantage of
the training and CPD
opportunities available,
both internally and
externally could open up
opportunities to expand
roles

Martin Robertson then looked at how he had embraced specific
developments in software and technology in the area of
Geomatics (Land Surveying) for carrying out surveys for mapping
purposes. As a result he was able to demonstrate some exciting
mapping techniques. By continuing to adopt new methods Martin
has developed and ’grown’ his role at the University of Newcastle.
This clearly demonstrated the importance for all support staff to
engage in CPD.
Following these four presentations a brief question and answer
session took place during which a series of issues were raised. It
became obvious that specialist training in the use of
GIS/database access for cartographers was one area that needs
to be addressed in the future. With no or very little cartographic
training available staff initially trained in other disciplines such as
graphics are being recruited as cartographers. There is a need for
these people to have access to some form of training and/or
mentoring to assist them with map production.
Finally, all the groups re-assembled for a plenary session to
discuss the results of the discussions within the breakout groups
and ways of taking things forward to ensure that the future CPD
needs of support staff are met.
The day proved to be very informative and encouraging. It
certainly highlighted that there is a need to provide CPD to
support staff and indicated that this is, at last, being taken
seriously at a higher level. However, the emphasis was very much
on the need for us as individuals to seek out and make the most
of these opportunities and/or to create our own. As a start the
Society is working actively with LTSN-GEES and is currently
considering the possibility of a follow-up one-day meeting aimed
specifically at cartographers and GIS support staff.

…specialist training in
the use of GIS/database
access for
cartographers was one
area that needs to be
addressed in the future
… [since] with little
cartographic training
available staff initially
trained in other
disciplines such as
graphics are being
recruited as
cartographers

Tim Aspden
Southampton University
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WALLIS AWARD 2004
Entries are invited from members of the Society of Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award (for
cartographic work completed during the period September 2003 to September 2004).
Entries should be accompanied by either a descriptive display panel or a written commentary,
giving background details and technical information relating to the method of production.
Submitted entries must comprise cartographic design or production undertaken in full or as
majority effort by a member of the Society of Cartographers.
Entries can be produced by either digital or traditional technology, in monochrome or multicolour and may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a publication or an atlas. The
criteria for judging will consider such factors as overall clarity; balanced layout and design;
aesthetic appearance; content fit for purpose; and the appropriate selection and use of colours,
type and symbology. The basis for the award is “excellence in cartography”.
The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr David Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus
a certificate for the successful entrant. Notification and details (particularily size and format) of
the entries should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, together with a note of your membership
number, as soon as possible and by 31 August 2004 at latest. The entry itself should either be
forwarded to the Hon. Secretary or submitted at the beginning of the Summer School.
Judging will take place during the week of the Cartography 2004 Summer School in Bristol
where all entries will be exhibited. Please print the following entry form and complete in full or
send the appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geography & Geomatics,
University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K.

WALLIS AWARD ENTRY FORM 2004
Title of entry
Name of entrant
Address/postcode

Telephone
Email
Organisation
Membership number
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SUMMER SCHOOL BURSARIES
The Society of Cartographers offers TWO bursaries to allow full attendance at their Annual
Summer School.
The bursary offer is open to student and overseas members only. Each bursary will cover a
Summer School full attendance package and registration. Travel costs to and from the SoC
Summer School will NOT be covered by the bursary.
The aim of the bursary is to give financial assistance to members who would otherwise be unable
to attend due to lack of other financial support. Submissions will be reviewed by the Bursary
sub-committee and successful applicants will be notified by 15th August annually.
The Annual Summer School of the Society is being hosted by the University of Bristol and will be
held from 6–9 September 2004. Details of the programme and contact details for the local
organisers can be found by visiting www.soc.org.uk or the official Summer School website at
www.ggy.bris.ac.uk/soc2004/index.htm
To apply for a Bursary please print the following application form and complete in full or send the
appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geography & Geomatics,
University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K.

BURSARY APPLICATION FORM
Name

Organisation

Address/postcode
Membership number

Membership category (tick one box)
Email

Student

Overseas

Comments to support this application

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 31 July ANNUALLY
AND NOTIFICATION by 15 August 2004
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A FEW WORDS IN APPRECIATION OF
PAM SPOERRY ~ COLLEAGUE AND FRIEND

Pam, with Joe and Ellie

Pam was just 41 years old, but crossed many people’s paths, and
left lasting impressions wherever she went. She studied for a degree
in Geography at Coventry. She worked for a while at Dorset Institute
of Higher Education in Bournemouth as cartographic technician.
She wrote to the then Chair of the Society of Cartographers (Huw
Dobson) about joining SoC and attended her first Summer School
back in 1987 at Coventry University. She also worked for a while at
Francis Chichester Maps as a production assistant. In 1990 she
moved to work for Don Shewan at City Polytechnic (later London
Guildhall University) where she was Database Manager/Map
Curator. She joined the committee of the SoC in 1993 and became
Bulletin Subs Manager, working closely with me as Bulletin Editor. In
1994 she moved to the Dept of Geography, Cambridge, where she
was Geographic Information Technician (GIT for short – which she
always found amusing). And in 2001 she moved to the Institute of
Continuing Education (formerly the Board of Continuing Education)
at Madingley Hall, where she was Web Co-ordinator.
So what of the character and personality of Pam Spoerry? The
following are a few typical Pam moments.

During her final months
Pam was supported by
many of her SoC friends
who kept in touch with
her throughout her
illness via personal
telephone calls, letters
and email; this was
greatly appreciated by
Pam. The Society was
represented at Pam’s
funeral by a group of her
friends and a special
personal dedication
was read at the service
by Society Chair
Steve Chilton.

For reasons lost in the mist of time I missed the Coventry SoC
Summer School when Pam first attended. Did Pam make an
impact? Did she! Remember this was at her alma mater. After the
annual dinner there was a memorable night out with Pam
organising. Pam led the group on a tour of the backstreets (literally!)
of Coventry to a ‘speakeasy’ type disco. She got everyone past the
heavies on the door with ease – and without paying! The inside of
the disco was 60s throwback, complete with smoke and bubble
machines, but was a most memorable and enjoyable night out by
all accounts. As Huw Dobson said to me recently “Clearly here was
someone to be reckoned with!”.
She was soon elected to the SoC Committee, and despite early
nervousness about projecting herself, she gained confidence and
was soon doing her job so well that you just had no need to worry
about that aspect of the Society. These things were often not seen by
others. Again Huw comments that “Pam was a great source of
encouragement and support for me personally during my time as
Chair and I greatly valued her comments (often caustic and funny)”.
She and I shared many train journeys to and from Committee
meetings and summer schools over the years and it was always good
to have a ‘chinny’ with her about SoC matters and life in general.
Although her dedication to the SoC cause was always clearly to the
fore in our discussions, I always heard amusing stories about
husband Paul’s work, or her children growing up, and knew that not
only was she a tower of strength in that family, but also that she could
fall back into such a warm environment when the need arose to chill
out in life. I might add that it was following discussions with Pam, and
her subsequent encouragement and belief in MY ability that gave me
the confidence to offer to stand as SoC Chair recently.
It was not long before the SoC Summer School incorporated a
football match, thanks to Pam’s enthusiasm for the game. Early in
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Pam chilling with the boys

the second half of the game at Newcastle in a moment of innocent
madness, our Hon. Sec. was brutally tackled by fellow Committee
member Pam ‘Cantona’ Spoerry while clean through on goal. This
resulted in severe injury not only to his pride but also to his new
‘blue jeans’. It is clear that Pam only avoided an early bath due to
the fact that it was her ball.
Each Chair of the SoC has nervously started their speech at the
annual dinner suspecting that Pam will have organised some prank
or other to disrupt them. I well remember the Sherwood hats at
Nottingham, and the mobile phone scam during one of ‘Huwski’s’
(Pam’s term of endearment) speeches. I am sure something will
have been brewing within her for my speech at Bristol later this year.
A week after we all saw her at Cartography 2003 at Reading
University, she herself ran the Flora Light Challenge for Women to
raise money for the Arthur Rank Hospice, where a friend was being
cared for at the time. Having seen the work of the hospice when
visiting Pam I am mightily impressed by the care shown by staff at
these hospices when people are going through such traumatic
times. It is so typical of Pam to be putting herself out to raise money
for the care of others.
Pam signed off her thank you note to the organisers at Reading as
‘Ordinary Committee Member’. As Mike Wood commented in a note
to me “she was not an ordinary anything. She was
EXTRAORDINARY. Life will never be the same again for those that
knew her”. Once she started realising how serious this illness really
was she showed her courage and determination to keep on with life
(although it was becoming almost impossible for her and for those
close to her) and her ability to see glimmers of hope, even when it
may have seemed very dim. At one point she joked about her
‘production line’ of tapestry cushions – ‘…one a week at the
moment, making a cushion for everyone in the family to cuddle if
I’m not there to cuddle any more...’
I saw Pam several times while she was having treatment at the
Marsden Hospital in central London. These difficult occasions were
always made easier by Pam herself. She had the knack of rising
above all the pain and indignity. She was also remarkably practical,
trying to do work from the hospital, and nagging them to give her
internet access. Later on we discussed how she should deal with
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Pam
~ as we will always
remember and never
forget you.
Pam the geographer and
cartographer;
a mapping career was
the life for her.
Pam tickled pink at being
a GIT;
sorry, a Geographical
Information Technician
~ that’s it.
Pam, always up for a
laugh and a joke;
a friendly rib, a dig or a
poke.
The SoC Annual Summer
School dinner scam;
another Chairman’s
speech spiked by
Pam.
Pam and her wonderful
glowing smile;
always there and
lingering for a while.
Pam, gentle Mum and
caring wife;
her whole family were her
life.
Pam, we’ll remember
what you say;
“enjoy every moment of
every day”.
M

telling her young children what the future held, how to support them,
how to try to still give them a good time. The aspect of not being
able to be a “good” mother to the children seemed to be a source
of worry for Pam – remember she was miles away from her home in
Cambridge, and finding it difficult to interact with them because of
the medical problems (tubes, painkillers, etc). However, she
showed me some marvellous photos of the family from their rededication service for her and Paul’s marriage, where she had
obviously showed great strength of character when in obvious
physical difficulties. Despite all this she was still asking Mike Wood
to reserve a dance for her at Bristol this September, even if it might
be in a wheelchair!
Nick Tasker commented to me that “it was an honour to witness her
strength and wry humour to the last, and her magnificent display of
one of the finest human qualities, dignity”. I too feel that the way
Pam dealt with this issue is an example to us all.
Finally, I’d like to quote part of the lyric of a song by Norwegian Lene
Marlin – “Heaven is a place nearby”:
You just faded away
You spread your wings
You had flown
Away to something unknown
Wish I could bring you back
You’re always on my mind
About to tear myself apart
You have your special place in my heart
Always
Heaven is a place nearby
So I won’t be so far away
And if you try and look for me
Maybe you’ll find me someday
Heaven is a place nearby
So there’s no need to say goodbye
I wanna ask you not to cry
I’ll always be by your side
And even when I go to sleep
I still can hear your voice
And those words I will never forget
I was fortunate to have a visit with Pam only two days before she
died, and had a long chat with her, even sharing a few laughs about
friends. As I left I was determined to be positive. I said “I’ll see you
again soon”. A quiet voice came back “If I’m still here”. I hugged
her and got up to leave. As I got to the door I thought, don’t look
round. But I did look round, and I am glad I did. Pam gave a thumbs
up and her voice clearly carried across to me “Cheers mate”. And
as the song said, those words I will never forget.
And that to me is Pam – our mate.
Steve Chilton
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