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No shortage of things to write about this time. Cartography seems 
to have a very high profile just now, what with the OS consulta-
tion, the upcoming British Library (BL) map exhibition, the two TV 
programmes and one radio programme. But I will keep it short as 
I seem to have written other stuff already.

I am pleased that we managed to bring together the views of 
the Society in our response to the OS consultation document. 
Thanks to my fellow committee members for working on that, 
and Mike Shand in particular. Just a reminder that the response 
document can be viewed in the members’ area on the website. It 
now just remains to be seen what the outcome is.

I have written a summary of the activities surrounding the British 
Library map exhibition elsewhere in this Newsletter. It certainly 
sounds good and I would encourage you to pay a visit if you can. 
Working in the BL on the OS 6” 1st Series research project over 
the last year or so has also given me an insight into some of the 
rare maps that will be displayed, and also how the staff work up 
the ideas and supporting material. This research is coming to 
fruition now. The primary data collection is complete, and now 
the hard work of checking, analysing and writing up the findings 
starts. Professor Ifan Shepherd and I are giving a paper on the 
work at the BCS Map Curators’ Group conference at Cambridge 
on Wednesday 8 September.

I have also written a short piece on crisis mapping, reflecting 
briefly on the aftermath of both the recent Haiti and Chile earth-
quakes. I hope that goes some way to demonstrate the power of 
crowdsourcing data – which was the theme of my presentation at 
the ICA conference in Chile in November. I have just submitted 
some reflections on the whole ICA experience to the upcoming 
SoC Bulletin and the editor has kindly accepted it for publication 
there. Fellow delegate at the conference Kenneth Field (Editor 
of the Cartographic Journal) has written a very perceptive view-
point piece entitled “Politics and Cartography Collide: Mapping 
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the Changing Landscape of Ordnance Survey” in Vol 47 No1 of 
the Journal, which he has made available for a wider readership 
as a Google doc (http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=0B74oo5Q
GpleoZDI0ZTlkODYtNzQwYi00MTFiLTg1Y2EtODJmMThlYmJj
MDhj&hl=en).

As Ken points out in his piece, we were both in Chile at the time 
of the announcement by the Prime Minister of the potentially 
sweeping changes at OS regarding map/data availability. With 
virtually no notice of the changes, Vanessa Lawrence (CEO at 
OS) gave a masterful keynote presentation to ICA delegates. 
One interesting aside gleaned from talking to Vanessa was that 
she felt it no particular problem to be halfway round the world, 
and seemingly ‘away from her desk’ at this critical time. It is a 
comment on the communications that we now have, and expect, 
that she felt that she could track events in the UK with ease 
(giving media interviews for instance), and even (with the aid of 
video technology) hold briefings for concerned staff back at OS 
base in Southampton. 

Subsequently, back in the UK, I attended the UKGeoForum 
meeting on behalf of SoC and was fortunate to get in to their an-
nual lecture at RICS, which was Vanessa again. I say fortunately 
as some friends from OpenStreetMap turned up but were turned 
away at the door. Not because of any filtering of potential radi-
cals, but purely because the interest in the topic was so strong 
that the lecture room was filled to (and above?) the levels al-
lowed by H&S regs. The fallback of a pub social nearby allowed 
me to summarise and chew the fat with them later over a beer. 
Also unable to get in was Steven Eglington (new SoC committee 
member), who I had press-ganged into agreeing to write a piece 
on it for this newsletter. As I didn’t know he wasn’t there I took no 
notes, so sadly not able to include that item.

The Journal of Maps, under Mike Smith’s editorship, seems to be 
going from strength to strength. Now that I am on the cartograph-
ic editors team on the Editorial Board I seem to be getting regular 
review requests. Just recently I have completed one, and also 
had to turn one down – due to pressure of work. Mind you – one 
refusal might stem that flow! [Joking Mike]. Some of that pressure 
has been SoC committee business. There have been administra-
tive matters regarding the change in Treasurer, coordinating the 
OS consultation response, and working with Chris Perkins on 
this year’s conference groundwork. A conference team from the 
committee is going to Manchester on 31 March to progress the 
conference (more details elsewhere in this Newsletter), and then 
a full committee will be meeting sometime shortly after that.

Volume 43 awaiting 
printing and distribu-

tion.
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At some former Annual Dinner or other I gave a light-hearted 
review of my media experiences. Well prepare to hear more at 
Manchester! I have done an extended interview with Mike Parker 
(author of the excellent book ‘Map Addict’) for the Radio 4 se-
ries ‘On the Map’ which started transmission in the week that I 
write this. I understand my contribution will be in the programme 
broadcast on April Fool’s Day! It is predominantly about OSM, 
but also ranged widely over topics such as crisis mapping, map 
design, paper maps, etc. It will be interesting to see what actually 
made the editor’s cut when it goes out. 

Following this, but not actually connected, I was pleased to ac-
cept an invitation to participate in a public event at the British 
Library in September. It is linked to the major BL map exhibition 
(details elsewhere) and according to the invite will “look at the 
new digital cartography that OSM, Google Maps, and others are 
spearheading. We will have Ed Parsons of Google Maps speak-
ing and Vic Keegan (technology writer – The Guardian) as Chair.” 
It is called ‘For the people, by the people: the new mapping revo-
lution’ and it seems we will each have 25 mins to give a review 
of the current state and future plans of our areas of interest, and 
then contribute to a discussion and audience Q&A.  The date is 
the evening of Tuesday 7 September (yes I know the proximity 
to other carto activities!). I am trying NOT to think of it as OSM v 
Google as such. But I shall be preparing well, not least because I 
know Ed is such a good presenter. So, consider coming along to 
join in the debate, heckle or even support me.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Steve Chilton
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SUMMER SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

8 - 10 September 2010

The University of Manchester is the venue for the 46th Annual 
Summer School of the Society of Cartographers. The programme 
will be of interest for everyone involved in mapping, with its well-
established mix of lectures, workshops, and social gatherings. 
This year, amongst other themes, we will focus on mapping the 
imaginary, a collaboration with the Maps and Society Commission 
of the International Cartographic Association, urban mapping, 
mapping the underground and environmental mapping.
Manchester is arguably England’s second city.  It was the 
shock city of the industrial revolution, the commercial centre 
for the cotton trade. The legacy of this past lives on in the form 

of significant Victorian civic architecture and a proud tradition 
for entrepreneurial innovation. Sport, art, music, culture and 
heritage: Manchester is noted for being the home of City, United 
and Stockport County; for Coronation Street, The Smiths, and the 
Pre Raphaelites in the City Art Gallery; for The Ship Canal and 
Salford Docks, the new home of the BBC; for major reworking of 
the city centre after the IRA bomb, including the bizarrely shaped 
Beetham Tower; for Canal Street and the Gay Village, China 
Town and canals and bridges of Castlefield. The city is also close 

Summer School 2010

Manchester

Aerial view of 
Manchester

Salford Quays >

Old Trafford
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to some of England’s finest 
countryside - the Pennines and 
Peak District National Park.

Manchester is easily accessible, 
being well connected to all 
parts of Britain. Manchester 
International Airport is a 
few minutes away from the 
University campus by train, 
bus, and taxi. There is a full 
UK domestic service, as well 

as international flights. The campus is a short distance from the 
M56 motorway. Fast trains link Manchester Piccadilly Station to 
every city in the UK.  

So come to Manchester, meet cartographic colleagues, old and 
new, and explore this fascinating and ever-changing discipline.
The Summer School will take place at the University’s 
Chancellors Conference Centre, with lectures, accommodation, 
meals, and social events on a single site. Chancellors is located 

in Fallowfield, in green and pleasantly landscaped surroundings, 
just a short bus ride from the main campus, the Curry Mile of 
Rusholme and the city centre. 
For further conference information please contact Chris Perkins 
(c.perkins@manchester.ac.uk). 

To be part of the programme please contact Steve Chilton by 
email: steve8@mdx.ac.uk

The address for the conference website will shortly appear on 
the Society website - watch this space!

http://www.soc.org.uk

Future Summer 
School Venues

Dates for your diary

2010
Manchester

2011
Plymouth

Would you like to 
host a conference?
If so, please contact 

Steve Chilton 
Email:

steve8@mdx.ac.uk

Chinatown

Beetham Tower
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ARTICLES AND REVIEWS

The British Library – details of a major map exhibition
A major map exhibition opens at the end of April in the BL 
and runs until 19 September 2010. The following is from the 
publicity: “Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art 
will be accompanied by a book, and will display some of the 
masterpieces of cartography from the middle ages to the present 
day, several of which have never been shown before. It will 
try to recreate the settings for which the maps were originally 
intended and thereby demonstrate the important role that maps 
played as works of art and as instruments of propaganda in the 
broader culture of their times. Visitors will be shown rooms from 
a palace, the home of a merchant/landowner, a class-room and 
a secretary of state’s office. Nor will the open-air display of maps 
and globes be ignored. While the emphasis will be on the early 
modern period in Europe, there will be exhibits from throughout 
the world, which will extend from medieval times to the modern 
day including contemporary works by Grayson Perry and Stephen 
Walters. Some of the world’s greatest cartographic treasures will 
be included, such as Jacopo de Barbari’s map of Venice, Georg 
Marcgraf’s map of Brazil, the thirteenth century Psalter map, 
Ortelius’s eight-sheet world map and Thomas Holme’s wall map 
of Pennsylvania.”

Fra Mauro World Map 
c.1450 by William Frazer, 
1804 - a hand-drawn copy 
of the first great modern 
world map, made for the 

British East India Company 
as self-perceived heirs of 
the Portuguese empire in 

Asia
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The accompanying book, ‘Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda 
and Art’ by Peter Barber and Tom Harper will be published by 
British Library Publishing in April 2010, available in hardback 
at £29.95 (ISBN 978 0 7123 5092 1) and paperback at £17.95 
(ISBN 978 0 7123 5093 8) with 176 pages, 311 x 232 mm, 150 
colour illustrations. Available from the British Library Shop (tel: 
+44 [0] 20 7412 7735 / email: bl-bookshop@bl.uk) and online at 
www.bl.uk/shop as well as other bookshops throughout the UK.

Allied to this there is a special International Map Collectors’ 
Society guided tour of the exhibition on Friday 4 June 2010. 
From the publicity: “The tour has been kindly organised by Map 
Curator Tom Harper. For the convenience and comfort of visitors, 
numbers will be limited to ten people per tour - places are limited 
but there is an opportunity to expand on the present provision 
of spaces. If you would like to attend this please contact Sue 
Booty.”

And also, on 14 June 2010 there is a symposium at the BL in 
conjunction with the exhibition. “Recent study of maps has 
attempted to understand the contexts in which they were 
produced, and the functions they fulfilled. In particular, the 
qualities of display maps have not received sufficient attention in 
the wider context of wall decoration of both interior and exterior 
spaces from early modern to twenty-first century Europe, nor has 
their relationship to other forms of decoration such as paintings, 
sculptures, tapestries and murals been adequately studied.‘‘

The British Library Symposium: Maps in Context will be held in 
conjunction with the British Library exhibition ‘Magnificent Maps: 
Power, Propaganda and Art,’ which will focus on the artistic, 
political, social and symbolic qualities of maps as opposed to 
their scientific properties. Additional information from Tom Harper 
on tom.harper@bl.uk

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Press release at: http://
www.bl.uk/news/2010/
pressrelease20100126.html

STOP PRESS
SoC chair to speak at the 
public forum at the British 
Library in September 2010
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Digimap update
EDINA Digimap held a celebratory event to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the launch of the Digimap service on the 20 
January 2010. A wide range of site representatives and support 
staff from the UK attended the free meeting in Edinburgh to 
mark the occasion.  The keynote speech was given by Vanessa 
Lawrence, CBE; Director General and CEO, Ordnance Survey.  
During the event, a number of speakers and demonstrators 
showcased the Digimap service past, present and future, and 
the evening concluded with a drinks reception followed by dinner 
with guest speaker, Mike Parker (television presenter and author 
of ‘Map Addict’). 

The main changes and future development to Digimap were 
outlined in the presentation by Emma Sutton, EDINA, Geoservices 
Support.  A new Digimap architecture has now been established, 
using Cadcorp Geognosis, following the migration from previous 
1Spatial/Laserscan Gothic architecture.  This is expected to 
result in significant improvements in efficiency, capacity, stability 
and performance, together with an increased use of ‘slippy’ maps 
as now being used in the recent upgrade of Digimap Classic to 
Digimap Roam and on Digimap Carto.  Output of Acrobat PDF 
files at both A4 and A3 sizes are available in Roam and further 
plans will consider the use of other raster and vector formats.

The updated Historic Digimap (working title Ancient Roam !!) will 
feature a new data download client, all existing data sets, access 
to historical Town Plans, simplified temporal navigation and 
improved metadata for Scottish maps (including survey dates).  
The delivery model will be similar to Digimap Roam.  Historic 
Digimap is planned to run in parallel with Ancient Roam until it is 
taken out of service in September 2010.

 The presentations can be 
viewed or downloaded as 
PowerPoint slides or high 

resolution videos at:  
http://edina.ac.uk/events/

digimap10/
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Geology Digimap is to be re-
engineered to create a new mapping 
application based on Roam (Rock 
‘n’ Roam?).  A two stage release is 
planned, Stage 1: late Spring 2010 
includes core functionality, ‘slippy’ 
maps navigation with resizable map 
window, more zoom levels, more 
print options: PDF, variable paper size.  Stage 2: September 2010 
to include: bookmarking (as for MyMaps in Roam), map-based 
links to the BGS- JIDI geology image collection, geology map 
and legend visualisation tools, new classification, labelling and 
symbols for online maps and printed output.  The existing map 
application will run in parallel until it is withdrawn in December 
2010.

Marine Digimap is also to be re-engineered to create an 
online Coastal Zone Mapping application with controllable 
thematic layers enabling user-customised maps.  The SeaZone 
Hydrospatial mapping application (H2Roam?) will incorporate 
slippy map navigation with resizable map window, more zoom 
levels, more print options: PDF, variable paper size.  The Beta 
Application is intended for Autumn 2010 release.

Other future developments being investigated by EDINA Digimap 
include, legends incorporating statistical and attribute data; 
applications for accessing Digimap on Mobile devices; Digimap 
for Schools; Web 2.0 resources e.g. Wikis, blogs, forums, 
knowledge bases, social networking sites, instant messaging, 
Twitter…; and other possibilities which have arisen such as 
Unlock, Go-Geo and ShareGeo.

Mike Shand
University of Glasgow
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Map2 – the zoomable map on paper
Map2, a central London map with a novel twist, came to my 
attention via my daughter, who heard about it through the 
blogosphere. The Map2 website http://www.thezoomablemap.
com/ has a link labelled ‘Tweet it’, so the producers seem to be 
on the ball with their marketing.

‘How can you zoom in on a paper map?’ The answer lies in some 
elegant origami-style folding which allows you to open out each 
9 centimetre square quarter of the map to form an 18 centimetre 
square bearing a larger scale map overleaf. The scale jumps 
from 1:55,000 to 1:18,000. As the Map2 website says: ‘Take a 
bird’s eye view of the city, or simply unfold to zoom into the area 
you want to see in detail.’ This patented folding is the greatest 
strength of the product, and is also the big idea underpinning an 
update to traditional paper maps. 

The cartography has a pleasant, modern feel at first glance, 
with streets reversed out of a light brown 
background, so there are no casement 
lines and this contributes to a fairly light, 
airy appearance. However, the width of 
the smaller roads has not been sufficiently 
exaggerated to fit the lettering in, so 
many road names sit outside their natural 
space. Some roads are not named. The 
map, surely aimed at visitors and tourists, 
shows over a hundred museums, galleries 
and sights (picked out in a reddish shade) 
but omits theatres and cinemas. Open 
spaces are depicted by an olive shade. 
Underground lines are usefully shown in 
their correct geographical path between 
stations and use the Transport for London 
official colouring.

http://www.thezoomablem-
ap.com/
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This is a product where style has triumphed over substance, as 
the map – in refusing to risk its clarity by becoming cluttered – 
appears to fall between two stools, arguably being incomplete 
either as a street map or tourist guide.  A fairly thorough 
inspection revealed the misspellings ‘Millenium Bridge’ and 
‘Russel Square’.

The map comes in a folding plastic pouch along with a pull-out 
sheet of six squares containing a tube map and indexing streets, 
tube stations and places of interest. At £8 (purchased online with 
free p&p) it is not cheap, but it is certainly an unusual, clever and  
innovative idea, worthy of further development.

Ed Oliver
 Queen Mary, University of London

UK Web Archive
I have been alerted to developments at the UK Web Archive by 
blogger Mapperz. His blog is recognised as one of the leading 
‘geoblogs’ and he has been asked to be part of the scheme. The 
following is from the web ‘about’ page:

“The UK Web Archive contains websites that publish research, that 
reflect the diversity of lives, interests and activities throughout the 
UK, and demonstrate web innovation. This includes “grey literature” 
sites: those that carry briefings, reports, policy statements, 
and other ephemeral but significant forms of information. 
There are millions of UK websites. They are constantly changing 
and even disappearing. Often they contain information that is only 
available online. Responding to the challenge of a potential “digital 
black hole” the UK Web Archive is there to safeguard as many of 
these websites as practical. Its purpose is to collect, preserve and 
give permanent access to key UK websites for future generations. 
Contributors to the UK Web Archive seek permission from the 
website owner for every website it archives. This is costly and 
difficult (many owners simply don’t respond to the request) 
so we have been lobbying for the necessary Government 
regulation to gather all in-scope UK websites automatically. 
The British Library and other “legal deposit libraries” have 
this right in principle under the Legal Deposit Libraries Act 
(2003), but need a further legal regulation to go ahead. 
Because websites are revisited and snapshots (“instances”) are 
taken at regular intervals, readers can see how a website evolves 
over time. The archive is free to view, accessed directly from 
the Web itself and, since archiving began in 2004, has collected 
thousands of websites.”
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The invitation from the BL contained the following: 
“The British Library would like to invite you to participate in this 
work by allowing us to archive your web site under the terms of 
the appended licence. We select sites to represent aspects of UK 
documentary heritage and as a result, they will remain available 
to researchers in the future. We aim to subsequently include 
the archived copy of your web site in our permanent collections.  
There are benefits to you as a web site owner in having your 
publication archived by the Consortium such as having a 
historical record of your web site. The Consortium aims to 
develop preservation mechanisms to keep your publication 
accessible as hardware and software changes over time. 
If you are not the sole copyright owner please pass this request 
on to the other copyright owners. If you give The British Library 
permission to copy and archive your web site we will electronically 
store its contents on a server owned by the UK Web Archiving 
Consortium.

Please note that the Consortium reserves the right to 
take down any material from the archived site which, in 
its reasonable opinion either infringes copyright or any 
other intellectual property right or is likely to be illegal. 
If you are happy for your site to be included in this Web Archive 
please complete the attached copyright licence form and return 
it to the address given below. If there are any other of your sites 
which you would like to be considered for archiving, and you are 
able to sign a licence document for them please make additional 
copies of the licence document. For more information about 
Copyright, the UK Web Archiving Consortium and how your 
archived web site will be made available please see the attached 
FAQ document.”

Mapperz commented that in his chasing of organisations to meet 
the agreement terms there was one “awkward” moment: “Only 
one site ‘Northern Ireland Ordnance Survey (OSNI)’ was ‘funny’ 
about a screenshot but once they agreed that it was my blog 
only and free PR they allowed it.” Also the following netiquette 
points “They (British Library) archive the entire blog, they are just 
a little careful about infringing ANY form of copyright. Hence why 
I get permission when it comes to screen-shots of OS Maps etc.  
As far as I can go I just press print screen and acknowledge the 
source/author and described the screen-shot in plain English. 
The blog posts are kept short and to the point but do give more 
details and links for more experienced mappy people to find out 
more. I always try to explain ‘code’ though even I get a bit out of 
my field sometimes. Any mistakes (typos included) I fix as soon 
as I know about them.”

URL: http://www.webarchive.
org.uk/ukwa/ 
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Strangely, and this says something about modern communications, 
I have no idea of the blog writer’s identity. They are just Mapperz. 
I do know from comments made that he (or she) used to work 
at Lovell Johns, and studied GIS at Kingston. At the end of the 
day it matters not. But s/he does provide fascinating geoinfo on 
the blog.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Crisis Mapping
Having been (mapping) in both the Caribbean and Chile in 2009, 
I have taken a more than usual interest in the two very high 
magnitude earthquakes that recently struck Haiti (7.0) and Chile 
(8.8). I would like to just comment briefly on some of the excellent 
relief work being done in these situations, on the value of map 
data, and furthermore the ability of crowdsourcing to significantly 
improve that data – in a very short turnaround time.

Haiti
When the Haiti earthquake struck it soon showed a situation that 
was in need of external support and quickly. Both the economy 
and infrastructure in the country could be categorised as under-
developed. Furthermore there was massive damage to Port-au-
Prince, the nation’s capital, and immediately problems of access, 
emergency supply chains, establishment of temporary camps, 
hospital locations, etc. One of the first requirements in this scenario 
is detailed and up-to-date map data to enable identification and 
responses to emerging situations. Unfortunately, none of the 
major map data suppliers (TeleAtlas, Navteq etc) had sufficiently 
detailed mapping for the area, OpenStreetMap included.

URL: http://mapperz.blogspot.
com/

One of the first requirements 
in this scenario is detailed and 
up-to-date map data . . .
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However, what happened next as a result of the OpenStreetMap 
community spontaneously springing into action was nothing short 
of amazing. Within 24 hours people were variously: checking what 
was already available, sourcing existing maps that could be used 
to extract data, chasing contacts at aerial image suppliers to try to 
get post-quake imagery made available, and contacting agencies 
to see what they wanted (data formats, etc). Soon new aerial 
imagery became available through GeoEye and DigitalGlobe, 
and crucially with no limit on deriving data from the imagery. 
Literally hundreds of OSMappers were then coordinated through 
the project wiki (by as far as I could tell one volunteer, who gave 

up his normal job and, I suspect, not sleeping for several days – 
user Jokru in Germany) on the task of extracting data from these 
images. The hi-res photography was georeferenced and warped 
by folk on the project (particularly Schuyler and crschmidt in USA), 
and then tiled and made available to the standard OSM editing 
platforms as a WMS service. The quality of the images was good 
enough for some contributors to feel confident with identifying 
and tagging collapsed buildings and bridges. In other areas you 
could clearly trace the pattern of roads and tracks – obviously not 
easily being able to classify them (but guesswork was better than 
not having the data) or indeed name them. Others were going 
through systematically mapping the establishment of temporary 
camps as they started appearing on the imagery.

So, what was the effect of all this effort? The image (above) 
shows a snapshot of the map/data after about a day’s work 
following the release of imagery. For a comparison of before 
and after see a blog post from Mikel Maron (from USA) showing 
the extant of immediate data provision: http://brainoff.com/
weblog/2010/01/14/1518 

Within a couple of days user Lennard (from Belgium) had devised 
a special map rendering for the area, showing the newly mapped 

Map data copyright 2010 CC-BY-SA OpenStreetMap contributors
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data, as identified in the Map Key in the following illustration:

But, it wasn’t just web maps that were able to be supplied. As 
Harry Wood (from UK) noted in his blog “The important point 
to stress here is that OpenStreetMap is offering map resources 
covering the Haiti Earthquake in a variety of formats” (http://
www.harrywood.co.uk/blog/2010/01/21/haiti-earthquake-on-
openstreetmap/). He then goes on to list some examples of what 
became available:
“data in formats such as OSM XML data, ESRI shapefiles, Garmin 
img; map tiles for web sites and for mobile devices; printable 
files in SVG, PDF and raster versions; and even localized routing 
and name searching. Furthermore, these were all available on 
REALLY short turnaround. Some even automated down to 30 
minute or hourly updates.”

I could go on with other examples, such as the use of US Military 
Maps for street naming, and requests from field workers for 
different outputs prompting user Springmeyer (USA) to produce 
an ArcGIS Tile Service and a Google Earth OSM layer. There is 
a good summary on the wiki (with many useful sub-pages) at: 
http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/WikiProject_Haiti 

Many of you will know of the work of MapAction (who have 
presented at SoC conferences before) but do you know of the 
work of other crisis responders? Following this unfolding situation 
has alerted me to other organisations working in this area, 
such as: Information Technology for Humanitarian Assistance, 
Cooperation and Action (ITHACA); World Food Programme; 
unitar/UNOSAT; Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System; 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); The Office for the 
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Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) and the 
World Bank. These are just some of the agencies that used 
OpenStreetMap maps/data in some way in their activities in Haiti. 
Again, many examples of these instances are available from the 
wiki page noted in the previous paragraph.

One really brilliant measure of the usefulness is responses like 
this from the Fairfax County Search and Rescue Team : “I wish 
there was a way that I can express to you properly how important 
your OSM files were to us. Having these detailed maps on our 
GPS units is a big deal. Please be assured that we are using 
your data - I just wish we knew about this earlier.”

Chile
There seem to me to be some significant differences in the 
situation that has occurred following the earthquake in Chile 
which, although of a higher magnitude, resulted in far fewer 
deaths. The differences can perhaps be summarised as in: 
infrastructure, preparedness and data availability.

The epicentre was just by the west coast of Chile, but affected 
a wide area, right up to the capital, Santiago. For a while the 
international airport at Santiago was closed, but communications 
seemed to be restored fairly quickly in most areas. Many buildings 
in Chile are more quake-proof than those in Haiti, so damage and 
resulting homelessness was notably reduced in comparison. The 
Chilean government came out quite early with the message that 
they were in control and that foreign organisations should hang 
fire before rushing in. It also appeared that the government, and 
thus the appropriate agencies, had adequate map data to work 
with. It was also true to say that the Chilean OpenStreetMap 
community was more organised than that in Haiti, and that 
indeed the OSM map data was much more complete as well. 
These facts had a knock-on effect and the perceived need to 
provide data and the same aerial imagery was not forthcoming 
from the same organisations. It also meant that there was a 
sense of frustration shown by willing OSMappers, in not seeming 
to have an immediate role or function to perform.

Having said that, volunteers immediately set about using the 
experiences of the Haiti efforts to effect some immediate actions. 
So, data extracts were soon available on a 10 minutely basis 
in OSM/shapefile/Garmin format (thanks to Frederik Ramm in 
Germany); a Garmin transparently contoured map version (from 
an anonymous user) was available; as were daily updates of 
printed map extracts of the affected areas – which are actually 
more widespread than was the case in Haiti. More details are 

“I wish there was a way that 
I can express to you properly 
how important your OSM files 
were to us. . .”
Fairfax County Search and 
Rescue Team.
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available on the wiki at: http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/2010_
Chile_earthquake/Maps_and_data

Julio Costa (in Chile), whom I met whilst at the International 
Cartographic Association conference there, has been working 
tirelessly with folk in the country and with people offering to help 
from around the globe.  One of the most useful actions has been 
people using the “Keep Right” tools to quality control existing 
data – for such occurrences as intersections without junctions, 
which throw routing software out if incorrectly mapped. He is now 
finding users to take advantage of the gift of 7 Garmin Legend 
etrex HCx gps devices donated by OSMF/OSI, and will soon be 
adding even more useful map data to OSM.

This short article has concentrated on the efforts of the 
OpenStreetMap community, but one thing that this situation has 
highlighted to us all are the separate efforts of OSM and Google 
MapMaker, separated by incompatible licenses. This isn’t the 
place to rehearse this issue, and not why I started writing about 
the crises, but I would encourage the various parties to consider 
this aspect, which is potentially very counter-productive, to say 
the least.
If you are interested I would suggest you read the considered 
thoughts on the issue of:
Mikel Maron - http://brainoff.com/weblog/2010/01/19/1523
Sean Gorman - http://blog.fortiusone.com/2010/01/15/the-case-
for-using-creative-commons-zero-for-disasters/
Sean Wohltman - http://geosquan.blogspot.com/2010/01/haitian-
earthquake-emphasizes-danger-of.html
Harry Wood - http://www.openstreetmap.org/user/Harry%20
Wood/diary/9332

Photo: Creative Commons, 
George F. Hadoulis
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Finally, if you want an endorsement of this work then look no further 
then Sir Tim Berners-Lee (founder of the internet. consultant to 
the change process now affecting the OS, and sometime OSMer 
himself) who uses the Haiti example in his latest TED talk:  
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/tim_berners_lee_the_year_
open_data_went_worldwide.html

Steve Chilton, 
SoC Chair

CARTOGRAPHIC RAMBLINGS

Collins Blog - Map of the Month February 2010
The Surgical Sieve 

The Surgical Sieve is a concept in cartography, combining mapping 
and medicine. It is highly visual, simple, works on many levels, 
illustrates complex relationships and is potentially very practical. 
 
Just before Christmas, my wife passed me her BMJ (British 
Medical Journal) and showed me a map about something 
called The Surgical Sieve (which meant nothing to me). 
After I looked a bit closer it seemed to be a brightly coloured, 
schematic transport map with a number of related ‘ailment’ 
stops, but what was it all about? Unfortunately there was 
no explanatory text, so hopefully after a bit of background 
research the following summary will help the lay-person: 
 
The map was created by Tom Turmezei, a specialist registrar in 
radiology who confesses to a fascination with maps, especially 
those with coloured schematic themes such as the underground 
networks. These inspired him to create this particular experimental 
map to visually represent the rather complex process of 
considering all the different possible causes of abdominal pain to 
see what it would look like, to see if it could be done!
 
In the map the circling line unites the concept in the form 
of a surgical sieve. In medical terms the surgical sieve is the 
systematic process of a structured examination with the aim of 
diagnosing and managing the illness correctly. It is especially 
useful in difficult cases. [This technique is often used by the 
maverick doctor House M.D. (Hugh Laurie) in the US TV series 
House]. For this map the sieve is used to identify the cause of the 
acute abdomen - ‘sore stomach’ or ’belly ache’ to the non-medical. 
 
The idea is to enter the network at the left at ‘abdominal pain’ and 

BMJ 19-26 Dec 2009, Volume 
339, page 1450, reproduced 
with permission from the BMJ 

Publishing Group. 
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travel around the yellow (aka Circle line – The Surgical Sieve) and 
then change lines at each of the intersections as appropriate for 
each of the different human biological systems. Travelling each of 
these system lines could then remind the user of each individual 
diagnosis and how they cross over. The red line is for absolute 
emergencies ‘Do Not Miss These’ – deal with immediately. 
 
Some of the halts have a list of ‘differentials’ which are simply the 
alternatives or the other possible diagnoses. Differential diagnosis 
is another common technique used to narrow down the possibilities 
by first considering the most likely diagnosis and moving through 
the list removing unlikely options until (hopefully) one remains. 
 
Another element on the map I noted was the ‘Medical/Surgical 
Dividing Waters’. This helps to delineate when treatment 
by surgery (north of the river) is preferred to medical action 
(south of the river). But it is not so clear cut, there is no settled 
border here. The small subheading ‘NB: changes with the 
tide’ was included on the map to remind the user that there 
can be surgical causes of abdominal pain that are managed 
medically and some medical causes of abdominal pain that 
can be wrongly diagnosed (and even treated) as surgical. 
So this map is more than a light-hearted item in the 

For further information 
contact: 

tom@turmezei.com 

Surgical Sieve map from 
the British Medical Journal 

website 

http://blog.collinsmaps.
com/2010/02/map-of-month-

feb-10-surgical-sieve.html
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Christmas edition of the BMJ. More than a process diagram 
or flow chart, it is a complex process translated into a handy 
solution in the form of a map. But is it useful, does it work? 
It could become an aide memoir for clinical identification, 
a map on the GP’s surgery wall or even a page in a possible 
Collins Handy Pocket Atlas for the Treatment of Ailments. 

Tom Turmezei created this map while he was writing some 
chapters for The Oxford Handbook of Clinical Medicine. He 
thought that the differential diagnosis for acute abdominal pain 
was a structure that could work in the style of an underground 
map and this seemed like a novel way of mapping it out. 

Contributed by David Mumford to Carto Soc

IN THE NEWS

BBC News website December 2009
British geology maps now free to explore on website
Jonathon Amos couldn’t fail to arouse interest with the strapline 
to his article on the BBC News website:
“Ever wondered if there was a volcano under your home?”
It is now possible, by using the British Geological Survey’s 
(BGS) new OpenGeoscience portal, to zoom in on your own 
home territory and see the underlying geology down to a 
scale of 1:50,000, as well as the national geological archive of 
photographs.

Contributed by Rosie Duncan

BBC News website January 2010
Ancient map with China at centre goes on show in US
From January to April the Library of Congress in Washington had 
on display a rare and historic World Map (1602) with China at 
its centre. The map was purchased in October for $1m by the 

For the full article follow this 
link:

Reporter Jonathon Amos, 
Science reporter, BBC News
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/

tech/8398451.stm



21

SoC Newsletter April 2010

James Ford Bell Trust to add to their collection of rare books, 
maps and manuscripts at the University of Minnesota.

The 400 year old map was drawn on rice paper by a Jesuit priest 
Matteo Ricci (1552 - 1610), a missionary in China. At almost 2 
metres tall and 4 metres wide it was apparently designed to be 
mounted on a folding screen. It is planned that the map will be 
digitally scanned so it will be available to scholars and students 
for research.

Contributed by Rosie Duncan

EVENTS

19 January - 3 July 2010
Under Covers: Documenting Spies
Venue: Cambridge University Library
Admission free
This is not a map exhibition but includes several interesting 
examples of maps used for escape and espionage.
Further information: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/exhibitions/Spies/

 “Ricci was a very smart 
missionary.  He put China at 
the centre of this new universe, 
this new globe, to underscore 
its importance . . . he was 
revered by the Chinese, and 

he was buried there”
Ford W. Bell, Trustee of the 

James Ford Bell Trust

www.news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
world/asia and Library of 

Congress website

Including recently declassified 
material, this exhibition draws 
on personal archives, printed 
books, official publicity material 
and specialist photographs 
and maps to illustrate a few of 
the ways in which spies have 
been documented.
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30 April - 19 September 2010
Magnificent Maps: Power, Propaganda and Art
Venue : British Library, London
Exhibition opening hours: Seven days a week, admission free.
The exhibition is described in an article elsewhere in this 
Newsletter.
For more information please contact:
Julie Yau, Arts Press Officer, British Library
Telephone: +44 [0] 20 7412 7237 / julie.yau@bl.uk
BBC Four - new series
To coincide with the British Library’s exhibition Magnificent Maps: 
Power, Propaganda and Art, BBC Four will be broadcasting 
two series later this spring. ‘Mapping the World’ is a three-part 
series presented by Renaissance academic Professor Jerry 
Brotton, which tells the epic and beautiful story of cartography, 
from hammered rock art through to the planetary images of 
Google Earth. ‘The Art of Maps’ is a four-part series, made by 
Tern Television, which will reveal how a cartographic image is as 
much about the beauty of its colours, lines, shapes and lettering 
as it is a geographical tool to aid navigation.

28 June - 9 July 2010
Erasmus IP GIS OPENSOURCE Summer School 
Venue: Girona, Spain

The Summer School in Open Source GIS is organised jointly 
by the Geographical Information Systems and Remote Sensing 
Centre (SIGTE) of the University of Girona (Spain), the Lahti 
Centre of Aalto University School of Science and Technology of 
the Aalto University (Finland), the Centre for Geospatial Science 
(CGS) of the University of Nottingham (UK) and the Institute for 
Research on Urban Sciences and Techniques (IRSTV) from the 
Ecole Centrale de Nantes (France).
 
The key aims of the Open Source GIS Summer School are:
 
• To act as a platform for free and open source geospatial 

teaching, learning and collaboration.
 
• To provide practical and hands on experience to the participants 

in the use of free and open source geospatial software. 
 
• To enable participants to understand concepts of cartographic 

representation, spatial data integration, spatial analysis, 
designing spatial databases, web mapping, etc. 

 

Peter Barber, Head of Map 
Collections at the British 
Library, said:
“Maps are often pictorial 
encyclopaedias that are about 
far more than just geography 
- Magnificent Maps is a visual 
extravaganza that will, I hope, 
intrigue, fascinate and entrance 
visitors while challenging their 
assumptions about the very 
nature and purpose of maps.”
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• To demonstrate the development of the key stages of a GIS 
project using free and open source software. 

 
• To enable the participants to implement a full GIS stack with 

free and open source geospatial technologies. 
 
• To develop expertise in  multi-disciplinary theoretical and applied 

research using open source geospatial technologies.
 
The course is particularly aimed at postgraduate and doctoral 
students from a wide range of disciplines such as civil engineering, 
regional planning, geography, transportation studies, computer 
science, management etc. 
 
Further Information: The summer school programme and 
application procedure can be found on the web site  at http://
www.sigte.udg.edu/summerschool2010/ 

28 June - 2 July and 5 - 9 July 2010
London Rare Books Summer School 2010,
Institute of English Studies, University of London 
Venue : University of London 
The London Rare Books School (LRBS) is a series of five-day, 
intensive courses on a variety of book-related subjects taught by 
internationally renowned scholars associated with the Institute’s 
Centre for Manuscript and Print Studies, using the unrivalled 
library and museum resources of London, including the British 
Library, the British Museum, the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
the University of London Research Library Services, and many 
more.

Week One: 28 June - 2 July 
1. The Book in the Ancient World
2. The Medieval Book 
3. The Printed Book in Europe 1450-2000
4. A History of Maps and Mapping
5. An Introduction to Bibliography
6. Children’s Books 1470-1980
7. The Early Modern Book in England: Exploring the Evidence 
 
Week Two: 5 July - 9 July
1. Type and its Uses 1455-1830
2. European Bookbinding 1450-1820
3. Modern First Editions: Dealing, Collecting and the Market 
4. Mapping Land and Sea before 1900 
5. The Italian Book to 1600

NOTE:
The OpenStreetMapCon-
ference butts up to this 
conference and is in Girona 
9 - 11July

http://wiki.openstreetmap.
org/wiki/State_Of_The_
Map_2010
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6. An Introduction to Illustration and its Technologies 
7. Digital Publishing and Book Studies 
8. Postal Systems in Britain and Beyond 1500-1968
Further details and application forms can be found at:  http://ies.
sas.ac.uk/ or contact Tel: +44 (0) 207 862 8680 Email: cmps@
sas.ac.uk

8 - 10 September 2010 
Map Curators’ Workshop
Venue: Map Department of the Cambridge University Library,  
Cambridge, UK. 
 
The title of this year’s Workshop is

“Beyond the Neat Line: More than Just Geography”
Topics range from 18th and 19th century map printing processes 
to storage and accessibility of digital cartographic data.
For further information  contact: 
Ann Sutherland, Convener
Email: ann.m.sutherland@talk21.com 

Anne Taylor, Head of Map Department, 
Cambridge University Library, West Road, Cambridge CB3 9DR
Tel: 01223-333041
Fax: 01223-333160
Email: aemt2@cam.ac.uk

NEW MEMBERS

The Society welcomes the following new members:

Benjamin Hennig, Vicki Gilham and Vijay Vohara

TREASURERS REPORT (to end of March 2009)

The accounts have been prepared by independent examiner 
Gillian Nowell for the year ended 31 March 2009. These show the 
Society recorded an operating surplus for the period of £4,994. 
Total Income was £12,191 and Total Expenditure was £7,247. 
The balance on the General Purposes Fund was £17,376 (31 
March 2008 was £12,432). A more detailed financial statement is 
available from the Members Area of the Society website.

Acting Treasurer, Heather Browning
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Society of Cartographers

WALLIS AWARD 2009 - 2010

Entries are invited from members of the Society of 
Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award

(for cartographic work completed during the period September 
2009 to September 2010).

Entries should be accompanied by either a descriptive display 
panel or a written commentary, giving background details and 
technical information relating to the method of production. 
Submitted entries must be comprised of cartographic design or 
production undertaken in full or as majority effort by a member of 
the Society of Cartographers. Entries can be produced by either 
digital or traditional technology, in monochrome or multicolour and 
may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a publication 
or an atlas. The criteria for judging will consider such factors as 
overall clarity; balanced layout and design; aesthetic appearance; 
content fit for purpose; and the appropriate selection and use of 
colours, type and symbology.

The basis for the award is “excellence in cartography”.
The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr David 
Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus a certificate for the successful 
entrant.   Notification and details (particularily size and format) of 
the entries should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, together with 
a note of your membership number, as soon as possible and 
by 31 August 2010 at latest. The entry itself should either be 
forwarded to the Hon. Secretary or submitted at the beginning of 
the Summer School. Judging will take place during the week of 
the Cartography 2010 Summer School in Manchester where all 
entries will be exhibited.

As an entrant for the Wallis Award you are giving permission to 
the Society of Cartographers (SoC) and its Committee to display 
entries at its Annual Summer School, and to reproduce all or part 
of your entry in all SoC publications and on the SoC website, 
without copyright, or payment of royalties or reproduction 
fees. Author(s) and/or the holders of the copyright will be duly 
acknowledged in any SoC publication in which your entry or 
entries are published. Those entering are fully responsibility for 
obtaining permission from the copyright holder prior to entering.

Please complete in full the following entry form and post or email 
the form to: Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, (Mike Shand@ges.gla.
ac.uk) CartoGraphics Unit, Dept. of Geog & Earth Sciences, 
University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, Scotland, UK
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WALLIS AWARD ENTRY FORM
Name of entrant:

Address:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Organisation:

Membership 
Number:
Title of Entry:
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Society of Cartographers
SUMMER SCHOOL BURSARIES

The Society of Cartographers offers TWO bursaries to allow half attendance at their Annual 
Summer School.

The bursary offer is open to student and overseas members only. Each bursary will cover 
HALF the Summer School attendance package and registration costs. Travel costs to and 
from the SoC Summer School will NOT be covered by the bursary.

The aim of the bursary is to give financial assistance to members who would otherwise be 
unable to attend due to lack of other financial support. Closing date 30th June annually. Sub-
missions will be reviewed by the Bursary Sub-committee and successful applicants will be 
notified by 15th July annually.

Please print the following application form and complete in full and send the appropriate 
details to:
Mike Shand, Hon Secretary, (Mike.Shand@ges.gla.ac.uk) CartoGraphics Unit, Department 
of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, UK

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BURSARY APPLICATION FORM
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATION WILL BE THE FIRST POST ON 30th JUNE ANNUALLY

Name: .................................................................................................................................................

Address: .............................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: ..........................................................................................................................................

E-mail: .................................................................................................................................................

Organisation: ......................................................................................................................................

Membership No: .................................................................................................................................

Membership Category:     Student      Overseas  (tick as appropriate)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Comments to support this application:

For further information contact: Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary,  Society of Cartographers
Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 
8QQ, UK


