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FROM THE CHAIR
As usual your committee have been working away on your behalf.
This week we had a fully attended committee meeting to report
on progress on various actions. I can report that arrangements
are well ahead for the next Summer School, that Mike Wood and
his team were congratulated on bringing the last Summer School
together within budget (a surplus in fact), that Brian Rogers has
worked up some new publicity material that will be soon available,
that Alex Kent (who was congratulated on his revised cover design,
incorporating part of the winning Wallis Award entry) is already
planning the next SoC Bulletin, and that further additions to the
website are planned. Since the webpages moved to a new server
we have been able to obtain much more detailed weblogs. A short
report was made at committee of the figures since the change in
December. The data shows an upward trend, and that the highest individual page “hit” was on the vacancy page. This last figure
shows us two things. Firstly that folk are using the site for job seeking (sadly necessary in the current economic climate), and also
that if you have a cartography-related vacancy you should ensure
it is advertised there, as you will reach an audience of potential
employees.
The 2009 Summer School will be at the University of Southampton
from 7 - 9 September. Alex Kent is the leader of the organising
team, with the committee working closely with him. The programme
is already looking excellent, with the programme team being led
by your Chairman. Some of the themes being worked on for this
year are: symbolisation, routing, 3D mapping, crowdsourcing
data, transport mapping, emergency mapping and mapping for
wikispaces. If you want to offer a paper in any of these themes (or
something wildly different!), or want to offer a workshop or preferably to host a workshop, then please do contact me. More details
are available in this newsletter, and will also unfold on the web at:

http://www.soc.org.uk/southampton09
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As noted, members of the committee (Tim Absalom in particular)
have been working hard on providing enhanced features for the
SoC website. Materials are being added to the members area, with
the intention that this becomes a useful repository for things of
value to members of the SoC. Already the complete files (in PDF
format) of all Bulletin material for the last 10 years are in place.
Abstracts are available for all editions for viewing by non-members
on the main SoC pages. As an example, one of the articles from
the most recent SoC Bulletin is available for viewing/download by
non-members in the main site – for a limited period only. Access
to the resources that are being accumulated is seen as one of the
further benefits of being an SoC member. As an example of this,
another resource from the members area is available for a limited
amount of time on the main site. This is a stepwise guide to embedding maps on a website, and includes “howtos” for the main
online mapping players such as Google, Multimap, OpenStreetMap and now CloudMade.
Over the period of this Newsletter I have been trying to keep tabs
on any significant developments in the cartographic field. This has
included attending a research seminar held at UCL, participating
in a series of GIS seminars via the World Universities Network, and
attending the launch of the Cloudmade range of products and
services. All of these are reported elsewhere in this newsletter. One
potentially significant event is the possibility of major changes at
the UK’s National Mapping Agency (Ordnance Survey). Actions in
the recent budget, prompted by reports such as the Power of Information have led the OS to seek views on their Business Strategy
via a blogsite. Please see the separate note in this newsletter for
details, and DO go there and add your views, whatever they may
be. There is a real chance to say your bit, and possibly influence
developments.

. . . nice to walk in the
other day and see the
latest edition of the SoC
Bulletin prominently
displayed in the geography and cartography
journals display in the
BL (British Library) Map
Room



On a personal level I am involved in a fascinating research project
with a colleague at Middlesex University. At the moment we are
at the data collection stage, looking at and recording metadata
for all the sheets in the OS 1st Edition 6” series for England and
Wales. This has involved a series of visits to the British Library Map
Room, which I am beginning to really enjoy, and even more so
appreciate the reources within. Talking to the Map Room manager
Geoff Armitage it was slightly worrying to hear that it is under some
pressure from within the BL because of a perception that it is underused. Incidentally, it was nice to walk in the other day and see
the latest edition of the SoC Bulletin prominently displayed in the
geography and cartography journals display in the BL Map Room
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entrance. So if you have reason, get yourself a Reader’s Ticket and
get in there using these fabulous resources. What is interesting is
that if you work there frequently you will come across some of the
current big players in the history of mapping. Already we have met
Peter Barber, Francis Herbert, Chris Board and Richard Oliver. It
has been interesting also to see Peter Barber and his staff bringing
out some of the rare maps in their protective wrapping and making
decisions and notes in preparation for a major map exhibition that
they are curating. Having been working in the BL a considerable
number of times now we have got to know the place (tip: use the
lockers rather than the cloakroom to avoid the queues at the end
of the day). The other thing we have learnt is that you get a better
deal if you take lunch not in the rather expensive franchise within
the BL, but in a facility in the nearby community. Wandering down
a side street just off the Euston Road by a couple of blocks we
have found a fantastic traditional London café, run by a marvellous
Italian guy.
I have been asked to present a paper at the RGS/IBG in August in
a session entitled “Mapping Stories: Why Do Geographers Make
Maps?” This came about because of my recent involvement in
the ICA Commission “Maps and Society”. The commission chair
suggested I submit an abstract to the ICA conference (in Chile
in November) as there is a theme of that title there. My abstract
entitled “Crowdsourcing is changing the geodata landscape” is
currently under review. Given that I am possibly going to present
at the OpenStreetMap conference in Amsterdam in July, have an
abstract on the boil for AGI this year, and that Ifan Shepherd and I
may present our OS research work shortly – as work in progress at
the Charles Close Society - I certainly feel that I am stepping out of
the comfort zone a bit, but hey ho, nothing ventured, etc. Someone
amusingly suggested I was like a dinosaur rock band going on a first farewell
tour, but I do feel that was a bit harsh!

Steve Chilton

Finally thanks again to Rosie Duncan for
bringing together the material for this edition of the Newsletter. I was particularly
interested in the note regarding what the
National Library of Scotland have available on their website about early OS maps
of Scotland. Another fantastic web-based
resource for researchers.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair
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Summer School
2009

SUMMER SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON
7 - 9 September 2009
The University of Southampton is the venue for the 45th Annual
Summer School of the Society of Cartographers. The programme
will be of interest for everyone involved in all aspects of the subject,
with its well-established mix of lectures, workshops, visits and
social gatherings.

Southampton

Southampton is the largest city in Hampshire, on the south coast
of England, about 100 km (62 miles) south-west of London. It
is a major port and also close to the New Forest National Park.
Southampton is noted for being the home of the Ordnance Survey,

it was previously the home of the Titanic, and more recently it has
been home to a number of the largest cruise ships in the world.
Southampton is very accessible,
being well connected to all
parts of Britain. Southampton
International Airport is a few
minutes away from the University
campuses by bus or taxi. There is
a full UK domestic service, as well
as flights to and from mainland
Europe. The campus is a short
distance from the M3 motorway.
Fast trains from London stop
at Southampton Central and
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Southampton Airport Parkway. Trains from and Bristol/South Wales
stop at Southampton Central. So come to Southampton, meet
cartographic colleagues, old and new, and explore this fascinating
and ever-changing discipline.
The Summer School will take place on the University’s Highfield
Campus. Lectures, accommodation, meals, and social events
are within easy reach of each other. Highfield is the University’s

main campus, and is set in green and pleasantly landscaped
surroundings, just a short walk from the city centre. There are
new and refurbished student facilities, such as the Jubilee Sports
Centre and Students’ Union, the Hartley Library, a range of cafés
and restaurants, a bookshop, a post office and four major banks.
For further conference information please contact Alex Kent
(A.J.Kent@soton.ac.uk). To be part of the programme please
contact Steve Chilton (steve8@mdx.ac.uk).

http://www.soc.org.uk/southampton09

Future Summer
School Venues
Dates for your diary

2009
Southampton
2010
Manchester
2011
Plymouth
Would you like to
host a conference?
If so, please contact
Steve Chilton
Email:
steve8@mdx.ac.uk
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ARTICLES AND REVIEWS
Geographic Information in a Web-based World
In January I attended an ESRI/AGI sponsored one-day conference
at UCL’s Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis (CASA). It
summarised a series of research projects that the CASA staff have
been working on, and was attended by 190 delegates.
The first presentation was by Richard Milton and was on
GMapCreator and MapTube, both of which I am familiar with and
have commented on both in the Newsletter and the Bulletin. It
did include information about a template to allow easier use with
OpenLayers.
Then Alex Singleton presented on the London Profiler, and the Public
Profiler. London Profiler is a website that enables users to build up
a picture of the geo-demographics of Greater London from data
on population attributes such as cultural/ethnicity, deprivation, the
extent of e-literacy, level of higher education, and health-related
problems together with the synthetic free geodemographic
classifications available in the UK. It also allows users to visualise
themes at different scales, to search by postcode or zoom at
borough level, to change a layer’s transparency and to add KML
(Keyhole Markup Language) layers.
Pablo Mateos then gave a summary of his research into the
Geography and Ethnicity of People’s Names, using WorldNames
and OnoMAP. WorldNames is part of the aforementioned Public
Profiler website. OnoMAP is a new way of classifying people and
the places they live, based on our common cultural, ethnic and
linguistic roots. It analyses common patterns of forenames and
surnames using one of the world’s largest databases of people
drawn from 28 countries.
Muki Haklay then gave an analysis of Crowdsourced Geographical
Information, using OpenStreetMap as a case study. Again nothing
particularly new for me there, except for an interesting grid-based
analysis of how many people collect data per cell. Must ask him
how he did that analysis sometime.
After two presentations of less direct interest, the session finished
with Andrew Hudson-Smith presenting his views on Web 2.0 and
Neogeography in Real and World Spaces – with some interesting
examples from Second Life. Overall an interesting day.
Three points stick out: how much interesting research is being
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done in just that one institution, how the AGI are moving with the
times, changing their conference pitch and sponsoring such a
research day, and finally how many turned up, from a really diverse
set of employers. Examples of affiliations included: Metropolitan
Police, Nat Tech University of Athens, Financial Times, Google
Maps Mania blog, Scottish Government, Transport for London,
2011 Census Design Authority, Boots, Borough of Newham, RICS,
ESRI, Olympic Delivery Authority, OS, Universitat de Barcelona,
GLA, BBC, Dotted Eyes and Network Rail.
Links:
CASA (UCL)
http://www.casa.ucl.ac.uk/index.asp
GMapCreator
http://www.casa.ucl.ac.uk/software/		
			
gmapcreator.asp
London Profiler
http://www.londonprofiler.org/
Public Profiler
http://www.publicprofiler.org/
WorldNames
http://www.publicprofiler.org/worldnames/
OnoMAP		
http://www.onomap.org/
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Global GIS Academy Seminars
In November 2008 Carto-Soc carried a message about an
upcoming webinar (do I not like that word!) entitled “Do we
need user-generated cartography?” to be facilitated by Martin
Dodge from Manchester University. This caught my interest and
I responded via Carto-Soc that this was “a great opportunity for
cartographers to ‘get out more’ and communicate with those of
a GIS persuasion on a topic which should be of direct interest to
members of this list.” I then planned it into my work diary, thinking
it would be a breeze to sort out. But more on that later as you will
see.
The seminar was one of a series under the banner of the Global
GIS Academy, which is part of the Worldwide Universities Network.
The topic for the series was Neogeography, and unfortunately I
had already missed those of Jeremy Crampton (Georgia State)
- Mapping without a net: neogeography in the 21st Century, Muki
Haklay (UCL) - What’s so new in neogeography? and Mike W.
Dobson (TeleMapics LLCV) - Data quality and neogeography.
The instructions said that “all you need to do to participate in a
seminar is to establish a broadband link and then visit a specified
web URL”. So, all very simple then. Sadly not so. You needed to
download a piece of software (a free desktop client) from marratech.
com and then set it up to point to the seminar location. Fortunately I

http://www.wun.
ac.uk/ggisa/
seminars/archive/
autumn08_
program/index.html
which is part of
the Worldwide
Universities
Network . . .
http://www.wun.
ac.uk/index.php
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tried this out on the morning of the event, as my institutional firewall
did not enable me to use this client, and I couldn’t get permission
to change this on the fly. So a word with my boss, and a quick dash
home to install the software and set it up on the home machine (it
was scheduled for 5pm UK time).
The format for the seminars is that first the coordinator welcomes
everyone in to the virtual meeting room. You can then see the video
window for the coordinator, the presentation materials window
(PowerPoint, or whatever), a window with the participants listed
as they arrive, and a text window for making comments as you
go along. When all is in place the coordinator hands control to
the presenter, who probably isn’t even in the same location, and
the seminar itself begins. Martin Dodge’s topic of User Generated
Mapping (UGM) was very close to my own interests, as he is a
sometime contributor to the OpenStreetMap project himself.
The topics covered were wide-ranging and, I see from my notes,
covered mashing UGM data with traditional data (the OS for
instance pulling the website that CASA had for their 3D London
work, which was underlaid with OS mapping); they use sites such
as mysociety make of crowd-sourced data for mapping house
costs, travel time, etc., and the fact that collecting data on turn
restrictions, volumes, and speeds was allowing routing solutions
to proliferate.
I counted 18 attendees, of whom I knew of Muki Haklay (UCL),
David Unwin (Leicester), and Steven Feldman (AGI and noted
blogger). The software allowed you to record the session, although
the organisers also promised to do the same and release the file
later. As it happens I did record it and it was quite useful as the chair
had a technological problem, which meant he was very pleased to
subsequently receive my file. For all seminars the presentations
(PDF) and questions log (DOC) are both available as downloads
later. Oh yes, I should have said that participants were encouraged
to type questions or comments in the text window as the event
went along. Some presenters were adept enough to read these
and respond as they went along, although mostly they were
reviewed at question time and answered then.
The second seminar I participated in was by Mike Goodchild
(UCSB) and was entitled Citizens as sensors: volunteered
geographic information. He is a bit of a GIS guru and attracted 24
participants to the seminar, again the usual suspects. He talked
of the different types of human sensors – open, trained, schools,
farmers, etc. He then speculated whether volunteered geographic
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information (VGI - see UGM above) could be used to produce,
for instance, a soil map. His conclusion was “possibly” (using
farmer’s data for instance) as the difference between experts and
non-experts is disappearing. After giving this reporter a pleasant
glow by praising OSM’s cartographic rendering, he commented
on relative accuracy. Via an example of UCSB campus, he showed
how mis-registered Google maps can be, and also noted that
USGS mapping is as inaccurate, but that it is within its published
accuracy standards.
Overall it was interesting to hear both the presentations and the
seminar contributions from the participants. They are pitched as
being useful additional input for GIS courses, and I noticed that
student labs in places such as UCL and Boulder/Colarado were
logged in as participants. For myself it was useful to be able to put
a cartographer’s point of view over when appropriate (continuing
my theme of widening our horizons). I was unable to attend the last
seminar, which was Dan Sui (Texas A&M) talking on Map as wiki:
neogeography’s cartographic implications. This (and the others in
fact) gave some useful material and references for a presentation
I am preparing entitled Crowdsourcing is radically changing the
geodata landscape. So, in conclusion, I would reiterate that you try
to find time to get into these kind of debates. If you are interested,
all the materials from this series are available from the website
listed at the top of this article.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Notes from the CloudMade product launch
“The Future of Mapping”, London, 12 February 2009
Most SoC members will be at least passingly aware of
OpenStreetMap (OSM), the user-generated map community often
called “the Wikipedia of maps”. Like Wikipedia, OSM once seemed
rather geeky, but is now garnering wider attention.
Perhaps the most spectacular example of this is a company called
CloudMade, set up by OSM founder Steve Coast and acolyte Nick
Black. CloudMade, which seeks to provide commercial products
around OpenStreetMap data, immediately proved the ‘buzz’ by
attracting £2.4m of venture capital funding.
But what is it planning to do with all this money? February saw the
launch of its first products, so I was interested to find out - equally
as an OSM contributor, a cartographer and because our magazine,
Waterways World, is currently looking at webmapping solutions.
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Cartography

http://www.
cloudmade.com/

CloudMade provides an embeddable ‘slippy’ (draggable) map
for third-party websites, much like Google and indeed OSM itself.
But unlike Google, which simply provides one, fairly innocuous
cartography, CM offers the user several different cartographic
styles.
Three new styles were unveiled at the February launch event,
courtesy of San Francisco-based Stamen - not a specialist
cartographic studio, but a design company whose work, like OSM,
is very much of the moment. ‘Fresh’ is classic cartography with an
understated design sensibility, ‘Pale Dawn’ a mashup-friendly fadeout so that pushpins and other elements can be superimposed
easily... and then there’s ‘Midnight Commander’, an intentionally
futuristic, reversed-out map style with echoes of The Matrix or even
Blade Runner. It probably won’t ever be used for anything sensible,
but it was encouraging to see, on the evening, how a piece of
imaginative cartography can seize people’s imaginations.
CloudMade also has its own ‘Original’ style, a good derivative
of classic OSM, with added Point of Interest (POI) icons making
it a suitable choice in urban areas. (The classic OSM style is
lovingly tended by none other than SoC’s own Steve Chilton, who
deserves some more public credit for the way he keeps it in good
cartographic order, despite the ever-present pleading from OSM
mappers to add more POIs, support for more convoluted tagging,
Multi-Coloured Swap Shop landuse styles, and so on.)
I was a little underwhelmed by CM’s ‘Tourist’ style, but again,
it probably works better in urban areas than out here in the
countryside, where the choices at each scale don’t really gel. One
little detail I appreciated: not all the typefaces are Deja Vu, the
ubiquitous font for maps produced with the Mapnik tool.

10
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Rolling your own

CM also unveiled a Style Editor, where you can take one of these
styles and play with it. In short, you take a style, make a change,
and press a button to send that back to the server. The server
redraws the map for you (again, using Mapnik) and sends you the
new map. And so on. The user interface is really nicely done and
the apply-refresh-apply cycle is tolerably fast, though obviously not
as nippy out in the real world as it was at the demo.
It’s not really a serious cartographic tool, and doesn’t try to be:
you can’t adjust the line weights or casing colours, for example.
But you can make a map look very different just by adjusting
the choice of colours, and the word that kept cropping up in the
presentations was “brand”. In other words: dear MegaCorp, we
offer you the chance to get maps on your website with the same
palette as the rest of your design guidelines. And since you’re a
MegaCorp, you’ll be punting out several zillion tile impressions a
day, so may we introduce you to our keenly-priced serving plans?
Follow the money.
Personally, I don’t think I’ll be returning to the Style Editor much in
its current incarnation - I’m too much of an Illustrator user for that
and it doesn’t really give the control I’d want for a custom canal
map. But it’s good fun.
Routing

CloudMade’s map website has also added routing. The big push
at the event was that “it’s not just routing, it’s a routing API”, so,
again, you can incorporate it into your own websites. Particularly
interesting is the option to plan cycle-friendly routes - OSM is
getting a lot of traction in cycling circles at the moment - which
results in a journey which avoids trunk roads and spends more
time on quiet lanes.
There are some flaws in the current OpenStreetMap data which
make a cycle route-planner difficult to code (how do you tell if a
bridleway is cyclable or a muddy quagmire?), but this is a very
good start nonetheless. The major thing that needs enhancing is
the textual directions, which are rudimentary to say the least. They
take OSM data a bit too literally, so when a road ‘flares’ on the
approach to a roundabout, you get told to take a ’slight left’ or to
‘continue’ for 26m.
Speaking of OSM data, the speakers paraded a few numbers and
forecasts: most of Western Europe is going to be complete by the
end of 2010, they say, the UK by the end of 2009, OSM is pushing
at 100,000 users already and will have a million by the end of 2010.

11
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Though a few of these seem a little optimistic to me (and what’s
“complete” anyway?) it’s unarguable that OSM is moving in that
direction.
Other announcements

The presenters also spoke of a “location management” system
whose exact scope isn’t yet clear, but which is expected to be
fleshed out at the Where 2.0 conference in May, together with a few
more CloudMade products. Some questioners afterwards asked
what the business model was: roughly, it appears to be charging
for large-scale tile serving, plus some advertising on maps (with a
revenue sharing deal with developers, perhaps) by partnering with
existing ad networks.
Certainly you can’t fault their ambition - though as someone
pointed out, there are lots of Atlantic flights to be paid for, and I
presume they’re going to need a second round of venture capital.
Still, there were representatives at the launch from the Department
for Communities & Local Government, Yahoo, Google, and Intel,
and comparatively few “traditional” OpenStreetMap hackers.
Richard Fairhurst
Journalist & cartographer

Data sources
Sources such as Geocommons (http://www.geocommons.com/)
have been highlighted previously. Two further sources are listed
this time:
Data Store

The Guardian newspaper has pulled together many sources of
data saying: “We have compiled our top sets of publicly-available
data for you to use free. Explore the links, visualise and mash them
together”. Rather than uploading spreadsheets onto their server,
they are now using Google Docs (docs.google.com). This means
they can update the facts easily and quickly, which makes sure
users get the latest stats, as the Guardian gets them. Data can be
exported in Excel, HTML, Acrobat PDF, text or csv formats.

http://www.guardian.
co.uk/data-store

12

Just as an example, I looked at the data file for G20 countries
stimulus plans. It is from the Brookings Institute, who gathered
together the world’s financial stimulus packages into one set of
data to show how the size of package is spread around the globe.
The Guardian extracted the data and included it in the store. The
numbers really bear reading - they tell you where the focus has
been on tax cuts and proportionately how much of each package
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compares with GDP.
If you are in the academic community and have Digimap access
you can browse data at ShareGeo!
According to the website “ShareGeo is a geospatial data sharing
facility within the Digimap service, accessible to all registered
Digimap users. The data offered by ShareGeo can include both
spatial data derived from datasets already licensed through
Digimap, as well as open-access data collected or generated by
individuals and submitted for others to re-use”.
At present much of the data is in ESRI shapefile format and is from
the Data Library at Edinburgh University – and it should be pointed
out that most of the data is restricted by its licence conditions. I did
notice some data on shop locations in Sheffield which is released
into the public domain under an open data commons licence. This
could be useful for someone in the OpenStreetMap project as a
check mechanism for locating, identifying and hence mapping the
full range of shops in that city.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Big changes at the Ordnance Survey?
The suggestion that changes should be made at the Ordnance
Survey have been mooted in various arenas for some time now,
particularly with regard to data releasing, costs and licencing.
It is not possible to rehearse the arguments here, but it is very
interesting to note that the OS have opened up the discussion on
what they might do in response to the various official documents
and reports by publishing a blogsite for customers and stakeholders
to comment. The introduction has the following statement:
“The Government announced in the Budget last year that it
planned to review how public sector businesses that charge for
information could make this information more easily available.
‘The Power of Information Report’ recognised that better access to
information could stimulate innovation in the economy and society,
as well as making Government more accountable to citizens. The
OFT Commercial Use of Public Information market study identified
economic benefit that could result from making the information
market work better for consumers.

13
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In addition, the market for geographic information is undergoing very
rapid change, with advances in technology driving new methods
of viewing and using data, as well as altering fundamentally how
it is collected. The Government realised that Ordnance Survey
needed to reform to ensure it is sustainable and it can continue to
fulfil its core public duties. The Government also wants to ensure
that the overall market for geographic information is working more
effectively.
The findings of the Operational Efficiency Programme, published
alongside the Budget and accompanying statements from CLG
and Shareholder Executive set out that the Government has agreed
a new commercial strategy for the Ordnance Survey.”
The policy identifies 5 key areas, goals 1-5 below:
1. Promote innovation for economic benefit and social 		
engagement
2. Increase the use of Ordnance Survey data
3. Support the sharing of information across the whole of the
public sector
4. Increase efficiency to develop a sustainable business for the
future
5. Enhance value through the creation of an innovative trading
entity
Anyone with an interest in this topic – and shouldn’t we all have? – is
pointed to the following website: http://strategy.ordnancesurvey.
co.uk/ where you can make comments.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

CARTOGRAPHIC RAMBLINGS
Map and Marine Ltd
PO Box 24, Main Street
Taynuilt, Argyll
m: 07892 871 057
e: info@maplandbritain.
co.uk
www.maplandbritain.
co.uk
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Walk on mapping
On a recent visit to the OS Outdoors Show at the NEC, Birmingham
I came across Mapland England and Wales, a giant floor map of
England and Wales.
Mapland England and Wales is printed with Ordnance Survey map
data at the 1:50,000 scale (Landranger series) and the whole of
England and Wales is covered, including all the islands in their
correct locations. It is a huge map and has a total size of 13m x
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11m (44ft x 36ft) making it the largest map of England and Wales
in existence. It follows the success of the award winning Mapland
Scotland, a giant walkover jigsaw map currently touring Scottish
schools.
With shoes off one can roam the coastline, long distance paths
and rivers and even walk up the M1 as well as standing on the top
of Snowdon and Scafell. An excellent and fun way to discover the
geography of England and Wales as long as you can find a space
big enough to accommodate it.
Rosie Duncan

Google snooping!
March 2009 - Following it’s US release a few years ago, Google
Street View was released in the UK allowing the user to see 360degree views at street level of the biggest cities in Britain. Users
can take virtual tours from their computers or mobile phones. It is
accessed by searching for an area in Google Maps and selecting
the street view icon where it is provided. Users can navigate
through the area with a simple to use interface.

http://maps.google.
co.uk/help/maps/
streetview/index.html

Marathon tracking
April 2009 - The London Marathon has created a number of blog
or news articles on methods of mapping or keeping track of the
runners. Addidas released a runner tracker where a user could
register and be sent text detail messages about their runner every
5km or so. Kate Day from the Daily Telegraph used Twitter, Audioboo
and Flickr to make a social media record of the marathon linked to
particular sites along the route throughout the day.

http://blogs.telegraph.
co.uk/kate_day/
blog/2009/04/28/

Jenny Kynaston

15
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NEWS
The Dynamic World wins IMTA Gold Award Best Wall
Map
The critically acclaimed International Map Trade Association (IMTA)
Award for Best Wall Map has been won by The Dynamic World,
an exceptional educational wall map produced and published by
British cartographic company Global Mapping, using data from
The XYZ Digital Map Company’s extensive world dataset.
Previously, in 2008, The Dynamic World also won awards from
the Scottish Association of Geography Teachers and the British
Cartographic Society.
The map offers a unique way to view the areas most at risk due to
the consequences of human activity and natural phenomena, and
shows clearly how the world is changing on both the map sheet
and a series of information boxes.
Examples include dramatic changes in the extent of Arctic sea ice,
leaving the famous North West passage in Canada completely free
of ice during the summer of 2007, the first time in human memory.
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This has raised the possibility of shipping using a route that has
traditionally eluded explorers.
The map was researched and designed by Global Mapping’s Mary
Spence MBE, a past president of the British Cartographic Society.
Leading organisations involved in monitoring global warming, such
as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, have provided
analysis.

The Dynamic World
measures 1.33 metres
by 93cm and is
published at a scale of
1: 30,000,000. It can be
ordered direct from
www.mapstop.co.uk.

The map was created using the XYZ OverView World 1:15m data
set from The XYZ Digital Map Company, with a natural colour /
hillshading background, incorporating NASA data, also supplied
by XYZ.

Overlaying the past on the present
The National Library of Scotland has just released a new website
which overlays Scottish Victorian town plans upon modern aerial
photography. The most detailed Ordnance Survey mapping ever
published, their large scale town plans (dating between 1847-1895)
can now be viewed in an impressive new way.
The individual sheets were first scanned and then passed to The
XYZ Digital Map Company for mosaicing and �������������������
re-projection into
the present day National Grid������������������������������������
. Georeferenced map tiles were then
returned to the library so that seamless layers could be created for
each town plan. These were placed on top of Google and Virtual
Earth “satellite” and “map” layers. Through switching layers off and
on, the past can now be directly compared to the present through
a simple, intuitive interface.
Background

Between 1847 and 1895, the Ordnance Survey mapped some 61
Scottish towns at the most detailed scales in their entire history. The

The maps featured in this
press release come from
the NLS Map Library,
which houses one of
the world’s 10 largest
collections of maps.
NLS Maps Website:
http://www.nls.uk/maps
Historical town plan
of Elgin, revealing
the satellite imagery
underneath.
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Historic Scottish town
plans can be directly
compared to new aerial
imagery on the NLS
website

resulting maps are not only a comprehensive snapshot of urban
Scotland, they are also a rich information resource on the history
and geography of all the larger populated places in Scotland. For
14 towns, there were additional surveys done in the 1870s and
1890s, which are extremely useful too for tracking change within
this time period.
Detail and features shown

The concerns over sanitation and public health in the 1840s put
pressure on Ordnance Survey to make these extremely detailed
town plan surveys at 1:500 and 1:1,056 scales. At the 1:500
scale, adopted from 1855, any feature over 6 inches wide could
be shown, and consequently bollards, lamp-posts, pavements,
garden paths, and even the positions of drying poles for washing
are all shown.

wynd - narrow path
snaking through houses
to join two major roads
vennel - passageway
between the gables of
two buildings - a wee
street?
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The maps show the divisions between all buildings, including
tenements, as well as the wynds and vennels that are a regular
feature of Scottish towns, but rarely visible on smaller scale maps.
Many industrial premises are clearly depicted, sometimes showing
their internal functions and manufacturing processes, along with
harbours, docks, market places, canals, railways and tramways.
The maps also show the ground floor layout of public buildings,
such as cathedrals, churches, schools, poorhouses, prisons, and
town halls. Due to the importance of the maps for improving urban
sanitation, many features relating to gas, water supply, sewerage
and drainage are shown, including fire plugs, hydrants, water taps,
manholes, ventilators, stop-cocks, spot-heights and benchmarks.
Maps of Scotland

The town plans form part of an online collection of over 8,000 highresolution images of maps of Scotland (1560-1950). The maps
can be freely viewed, and images and attractive large-format
colour printouts can be ordered upon request. View the town plan
overlays at: http://www.nls.uk/maps/townplans/overlays.html
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Journal of Maps 2008 Best Map Award
From 2008 the Journal of Maps has instigated a “Best Map”
award, presented to the single best contribution to the Journal in
the year it was published. Contributions are judged upon both their
academic content and cartographic quality. It is neither the best
academic paper nor the best designed map, but a combination
of qualities from both areas. The winners of the award will, where
financially and technically feasible, see their map published as part
of a limited 1,000 copy print run which will be made available for
sale “at cost”.

Sahlin, E.A.U. and
Glasser, N.F. (2008)
Geomorphological map
of Cadair Idris, Wales,
Journal of Maps, v2008,
299-314.
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http://www.
journalofmaps.
com/viewMap.
php?mid=1011

It is with great pleasure that we are able to award the 2008 “Best
Map” to Eva Sahlin and Neil Glasser at the Centre for Glaciology,
Institute of Geography and Earth Sciences, Aberystwyth University,
for their publication titled: “Geomorphological map of Cadair Idris,
Wales”
This map is the result of extensive and detailed field mapping
and aerial photo interpretation of the Cadair Idris upland area in
mid-Wales, forming the core of Eva’s PhD thesis. It represents
a significant amount of work and will be used to develop further
insights into the operation of former ice cover in the region. It
is therefore a significant contribution to geomorphology and
glaciology, as well as an exemplar of cartographic design. The map
is available for purchase from the Journal of Maps website for £6
(inc P&P worldwide) as a folded (23x15cm) or unfolded product.
Abstract:

http://www.
journalofmaps.com

This paper presents a new 1:10 000 scale geomorphological map
of Cadair Idris, Wales. The geomorphology was mapped by the
interpretation of colour aerial photographs (scale 1:10 000) and
field investigations of landform/sediment associations. Digital
Elevation Models (horizontal resolution 5m, vertical resolution
1m) sourced from NEXTMap Britain were used to supplement
the geomorphological mapping, significantly enhancing the
ability to observe and identify landforms, bedrock structure and
landscape composition. The geomorphological map shows the
spatial distribution of glacial, periglacial and postglacial landforms
such as cirques, end moraines, glacial striations, block fields,
tors, meltwater channels, scree slopes and alluvial fans. Some
of these features have not previously been identified, such as
recessional moraines. The mapped landforms are used to make
inferences about the glacial history of the area and will thereby
give insight into the palaeoglaciology of the central Welsh uplands.
The geomorphological mapping will also be used as a basis for
geoconservation planning by the Countryside Council for Wales
and the Welsh Regionally Important Geological / Geomorphological
Sites groups.
Dr Mike J Smith
Editor-in-Chief: Journal of Maps
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IN THE NEWS
BBC News website December 2008
In Pictures: Mapping in action

MapAction providing
rapid mapping services
for humanitarian disaster
and relief situations
around the world.

View In Pictures at:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/
hi/sci/tech/7827732.stm
Following on from the ‘In the News’ item in the July 2008 Newsletter
about MapAction, the BBC News website has an ‘In Pictures’
explanation of the work that MapAction carry out.
Contributed by Graham Allsopp

Guardian 6 January 2009
Police Launch Online Neighbourhood Crime Maps
Colour-coded maps show levels of burglary,
car crime and other offences across England
and Wales
Police forces have been compiling their own
maps since the middle of last year and whilst
local communities have a reasonable idea
of crime hot spots in their area, for people
moving into a new area it can be a useful
guide. I’m not exactly sure how it will make
the streets safer, as declared by Jacqui
Smith at the time of the launch. I’m sure the
police already know exactly which locations
need a particular focus of policing. However,
for stangers to an area one may, if possible,
wish to avoid walking through an area prone
to anti-social behaviour or buying a property
in an area with a high incidence of burglary.
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http://www.homeoffice.
gov.uk/rds/ia/atlas.html

As mentioned in the article it may even have a negative impact on
people’s perception of crime or even increase criminal activity.

http://crimemapping.
staffordshire.police.uk/
map/stokeontrent-city/

Now this information is readily available in the form of clear
interactive mapping; it may be helpful to Neighbourhood Watch
groups in co-operation with their local police force to effectively
tackle the specific problems and patterns of crime in their
communities.
Rosie Duncan

BBC News website 14 January 2009
‘English Galileo’ by Christine McGourty, Science
Correspondent
To launch the International Year of Astronomy marking 400 years
since Galileo’s work, ‘Moon maps’ created by the Englishman
Thomas Harriot have gone on display.
Thomas Harriot was the first man to view the Moon through a
telescope according to papers in the West Sussex Record Office.
He did so several months earlier than Galileo, Dr Allan Chapman,
a science historian at Oxford University, considers Harriot’s work
to be an example of superb lunar cartography.

Looking at Harriot’s
map, it really is a work
of art, he saw the
mountains, craters and
so-called seas. It really
is a wonderful thing and
it’s British
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Apparently, Thomas Harriot was a wealthy gentleman and had no
inclination for fame and fortune, and did not wish to draw attention
to himself. In contrast Galileo was hard up and sought fame and
distinction.

“But Harriot was first...
and his map of the
Moon is better than
Galileo’s.”

The first Moon map drawn by Harriot on 26 July 1609 will be on
display in Florence, Italy this summer as part of the Galileo exhibition.
A selection of other images will go on display at the Science
Museum, London. The West Sussex Record Office in Chichester
is holding a month long exhibition from 24 July, featuring Harriot’s
images of Jupiter’s satellites, sunspots and Halley’s comet.

Astronomer Patrick Moore

British astronomers hope that Harriot will finally get the recognition
he deserves.
Rosie Duncan

The Daily Telegraph 24 February 2009
Why women cannot read maps and men lose their keys
‘Women’s difficulty in reading maps and men’s uselessness
in finding things under their noses could be explained by new
research, scientists claim.
Scientists believe the reason the sexes differ is due to their different
roles in evolution. Men had to hunt and stalk their prey, so became
skilled at navigation, while women foraged for food and so became
good at spotting fruits and nuts close by.
The theory emerged from a study which looked at the different ways
in which men and women appreciate art. Researchers discovered
that a brain region called the parietal lobe, which governs spatial
awareness, is active in both men and women when they admire
a “beautiful” picture or photograph. But while neurons on both
sides of the brain were stimulated in women, only those in the right
hemisphere were activated in men. The left side deals with closer
range objects while the right is better at co-ordinates.
The scientists, led by Dr Francisco Ayala from the University of
California, and reported in the journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, believe differences in the way men and
women appreciate beauty probably arose early in the evolution of
early modern humans, say the researchers.
Hunting, traditionally done by men, required a “co-ordinating”
ability to track animals accurately while on the move. Closer spatial
awareness was better suited to foraging for fruit, roots or berries, a
job mainly carried out by women.

http://www.telegraph.
co.uk/news/newstopics/
howaboutthat/4788727/
Why-women-cannotread-maps-and-menlose-their-keys.html

23

SoC Newsletter April 2009
“Women tend to be more aware than men of objects around them,
including those that seem irrelevant to the current task, whereas
men out-perform women in navigation tasks,” the scientists
wrote.
“Men tend to solve navigation tasks by using orientation-based
strategies involving distance concepts and cardinal directions,
whereas women tend to base their activities on remembering the
location of landmarks and relative directions, such as “left from”,
or “to the right of”.’
All this has been said before so no new controversy here, but what
if someone should research which of the sexes is better at map
production!
Contributed by Rosie Duncan

EVENTS
17 - 20 June 2009
46th British Cartographic Society Symposium Explores
‘Mapping at Work’
Venue : Newport Pagnell, Nr. Milton Keynes

The British Cartographic Society (BCS) Symposium draws over
100 mapmakers and users from across the UK who come together
to learn, collaborate, and discover the latest developments in
mapmaking technology.
“This three day residential conference is designed to support
everyone involved in all aspects of mapmaking regardless of
their industry or level of experience. Map users are encouraged to
attend this enlightening and inspiring event designed around this
year’s theme: ‘Mapping at Work’, comments Bob Lilley, President
of The British Cartographic Society.

To register or find out
more, visit http://www.
cartography.org.uk
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This year sees the introduction of two preconference master
classes intended specifically for GI professionals with the aim
to extend the delegates’ learning experience within specialist
topics. These two two-hour sessions are run by the BCS Design
Group, offering cartographic consultancy to help develop maps
for effective communication, and the BCS GIS Group providing
practical advice on how to produce high quality cartographic
output within publications and the internet.
Delegates at The British Cartographic Society Symposium 2009
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will be eligible to receive Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) points that can be used towards securing or retaining their
Chartered Geographer (GIS) status.

END NOTE
Another issue hits the ether and hopefully provides a welcome
diversion from your everyday work and keeps you informed of latest
ideas and news on cartography. The July Newsletter, along with
any news and events, will focus on the programme for the Summer
School, however, it is hoped that the opportunities for learning and
networking outlined for the Summer School in this Newsletter will
whet your appetite and encourage you to join us in Southampton
this September. News contributions always welcome to me at:
Rosie.Duncan@staffs.ac.uk
Ed

Four CourTs press
Maps in Those Days

Cartographic methods before 1850
J.H. Andrews
For anybody interested in maps, be they
geographers, historians or researchers who
use early maps as historical sources or simply
connoisseurs of cartography for its own sake,
Maps in Those Days is truly essential reading.
(Available) 576pp; illustrated throughout.
ISBN: 978-184682-188-2 £50.00
visit us online at: www.fourcourtspress.ie
Four Courts Press, 7 Malpas Street, Dublin 8, Ireland. Tel +353 (0)1 453 4668.
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Society of Cartographers
WALLIS AWARD 2008-2009
Entries are invited from members of the Society of Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award

(for cartographic work completed during the period September 2008 to September 2009).
Entries should be accompanied by either a descriptive display panel or a written commentary, giving
background details and technical information relating to the method of production. Submitted entries
must be comprised of cartographic design or production undertaken in full or as majority effort by
a member of the Society of Cartographers. Entries can be produced by either digital or traditional
technology, in monochrome or multicolour and may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a
publication or an atlas. The criteria for judging will consider such factors as overall clarity; balanced
layout and design; aesthetic appearance; content fit for purpose; and the appropriate selection and
use of colours, type and symbology.
The basis for the award is “excellence in cartography”.

The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr David Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus
a certificate for the successful entrant.Notification and details (particularily size and format) of the
entries should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, together with a note of your membership number, as
soon as possible and by 31 August 2009 at latest. The entry itself should either be forwarded to the
Hon. Secretary or submitted at the beginning of the Summer School.
Judging will take place during the week of the Cartography 2009 Summer School in Southampton
where all entries will be exhibited.
As an entrant for the Wallis Award you are giving permission to the Society of Cartographers (SOC)
and its Committee to display entries at its Annual Summer School, and to reproduce all or part of
your entry in all SOC publications and on the SOC website, without copyright, or payment of royalties
or reproduction fees. Author(s) and/or the holders of the copyright will be duly acknowledged in any
SOC publication in which your entry or entries are published. Those entering are fully responsibility
for obtaining permission from the copyright holder prior to entering.
Please complete in full the following entry form and post or email the form to: Mike Shand, Hon.
Secretary, (Mike Shand@ges.gla.ac.uk) CartoGraphics Unit, Dept. of Geographical & Earth
Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, Scotland, UK
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WALLIS AWARD ENTRY FORM
Name of entrant:
Address:

Telephone:
E-mail:
Organisation:
Membership
Number:
Title of Entry:
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Society of Cartographers
SUMMER SCHOOL BURSARIES
The Society of Cartographers offers TWO bursaries to allow half attendance at their Annual Summer
School.
The bursary offer is open to student and overseas members only. Each bursary will cover HALF the
Summer School attendance package and registration costs. Travel costs to and from the SoC Summer
School will NOT be covered by the bursary.
The aim of the bursary is to give financial assistance to members who would otherwise be unable to
attend due to lack of other financial support. Closing date 30th June annually. Submissions will be
reviewed by the Bursary Sub-committee and successful applicants will be notified by 15th July annually.
Please print the following application form and complete in full and send the appropriate details to:
Mike Shand, Hon Secretary, (Mike.Shand@ges.gla.ac.uk) CartoGraphics Unit, Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, UK
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BURSARY APPLICATION FORM

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATION WILL BE THE FIRST POST ON 30th JUNE ANNUALLY

Name: .................................................................................................................................................
Address: .............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................
Telephone: ..........................................................................................................................................
E-mail: .................................................................................................................................................
Organisation: ......................................................................................................................................
Membership No: .................................................................................................................................
Membership Category:

Student

Overseas

(tick as appropriate)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Comments to support this application:

For further information contact: Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Society of Cartographers
Department of Geographical and Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, UK
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