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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
Once again the Newsletter comes round and I am NOT primed to
say anything profound by way of introduction. So here goes with
some ramblings.
Firstly, formal Society matters. The committee met recently in
Cambridge and had a very productive meeting, discussing in
particular arrangements for this year’s Summer School at
Cambridge University, and also venues for future years (which are
noted elsewhere in this Newsletter). Plans are well under way
already for the 2006 Summer School which is to be at the
University of Keele from 3–7 September 2006. Further details of
the Summer School at Cambridge are also available in this
Newsletter. It should be noted that the programme organisation is
this time a cooperative venture, being led by myself, with input
from a team of Owen Tucker, Mike Shand, Gary Haley, new SoC
member Elanor McBay, and non-member Katie Lysons. Particular
thanks are due to Elanor for stepping forward and to Katie, who
both responded promptly to a request for team members going
out through CARTO-SOC (once again evidence of the power of
this feature of SoC life).
The committee also discussed in depth its finances, the
committee posts, and the Action Plan, which was revealed and
discussed at the AGM in Bristol last September. This plan has
been refined from these discussions, and from further
discussions in committee and is now being presented to the
membership with this Newsletter. I gave a short presentation in
committee (Powerpoint in committee – how sad is that!) of which
aspects of the Plan have already been acted on and which there
is some serious work to be done on. One aspect to note that has
been worked on in the background is a revised SoC website. Tim
Absalom has been working on this on his spare time, and has
provided a template of the new site and an example of the new
“look”. Watch this space for the revised site being released later
this year.
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NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS
Welcome to the April
issue of the SoC
Newsletter. This issue
has once again been
designed for digital
distribution via the
Society’s website.
Printed versions of the
Newsletter are available
on request.
Contributions to the
Newsletter are always
welcome. Please email all
copy and photographs to
Newsletter@soc.org.uk
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“We are committed to
making sure that our
FreeHand-based
MaPublisher users are
well taken care of and in
that regard we have
already begun
investigating the
portability of
MaPublisher for
FreeHand files to
Illustrator in case Adobe
decides to eliminate
FreeHand forever.”
Ted Florence, Avenza

So, what of cartography at large and our immediate working
environment as cartographers. The seemingly dominant thing to
note (judging by worried contributions to CARTO-SOC) is the
recent news that Adobe was “taking over” Macromedia. This
immediately raises the spectre of Adobe having both Illustrator
and Freehand on its books, and rationalising down to one only.
Most people’s guess currently seems to be that Freehand might
be phased out, with serious consequences for the mass of
Freehand users, and of course MaPublisher for Freehand users
too. At the time of going to press I have seen nothing from Adobe
or Macromedia that gives any definitive information on the future
of these product. A quick look at the Macromedia website reveals
a link to Adobe’s website that has a lot of legal stuff about the
deal, and is geared to investors. The only mention of any software
is about the “the complementary functionality of PDF and Flash”.
In preparation for the Summer School in September we have been
making approaches to Adobe to get them to come to Cambridge
for a workshop, to exhibit, etc. and hopefully to make a statement
of intent to the cartographic community. Again watch this space.
There has been a clear statement from Ted Florence of Avenza,
the publishers of MaPublisher for Illustrator and Freehand
(released through CARTO-SOC) that included the statement “We
are committed to making sure that our FreeHand-based
MaPublisher users are well taken care of and in that regard we
have already begun investigating the portability of MaPublisher
for FreeHand files to Illustrator in case Adobe decides to eliminate
FreeHand forever. Furthermore, if they do that we would expect
that they, themselves, would have to make some sort of a file
converter that would allow FH MX files to go seamlessly into CS2.”
On a lighter note I received (as Chair of SoC presumably) a phone
enquiry from a member of the public to help resolve a property
boundary dispute. After going into some depth about how they
had been under the assumption that a small strip of land
alongside their property belonged to them and now the neighbour
was disputing it, I managed to ascertain that this person was
asking how they could prove the alignment of their boundary as
against the claim of a nuisance/neighbour. They seemed to be
unaware of the Land Registry, which has an excellent online
service, or indeed of the ways to get copies of the title deeds to
their property. After receiving my non-expert and ad-libbed advice
they went off to give work to a solicitor in Halifax!

Steve Chilton
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One good way to keep up to date with what is happening in
cartography is to take the lead in contacting speakers for the
Summer School. My chains of contacts, internet browsing, brainstorming sessions, reading of blogs and other time-consuming
activities have led me up several blind alleys – but also to some
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Editors required
There are still two important vacancies in the SoC structure, one on the
committee and one not. First is the position of Bulletin Editor, which has
been vacant since I took the Chair 18 months ago. I have been Acting
Editor since then but cannot be expected to carry on this indefinitely, AND
fulfil my role as Chair adequately. So the committee is looking to co-opt
someone as Editor with a view to being nominated for the Editor’s post at
the AGM. If anyone has ever thought about taking this job on, it is even
easier than it was before. This is because the job of producing (DTP, layout,
correcting, sending for print, etc) the Bulletin has devolved to a Production
Editor – who is Gary Haley. The job now entails just getting the material for
the Bulletin, liaising with authors, and proofing the copy. So if you want to
discuss the post – in confidence, with no prior commitment – then don’t
hesitate to contact me. There is also a job description for the post which
anyone is welcome to ask to see, and I will willingly work with someone
over the transition phase.
Secondly is that of Reviews Editor. This also arose a while ago when
Bob Parry retired from Reading University. He again has been Acting
Reviews Editor since, but does want to hand over the job to someone fresh.
The job involves getting maps, books and atlases for review, maintaining a
database of reviewers, sending out and retrieving the review copies, and
making sure that the reviews fit to house style. Bob is more than happy to
work with someone to settle them in to the task. Again please contact me
(or Bob directly) if interested in seeing what it is all about.
Please consider doing one of these vital jobs. You will find that they
broaden your horizons and give great satisfaction.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

fascinating stuff, some of which will be reflected in the programme
for Cambridge. For instance, I came across a PhD on “The
mystery of mapness”, a website that was the Register of English
Football Facilities (REFF), and even managed to make an
approach to an individual who had passed on a couple of years
ago (but whose website was still active)! And then there is Google
Maps UK (but that is another story for another day).
One theme that has fascinated me, and that follows from some
presentations at Bristol, is that of community/cooperative
mapping. I was not able to go a session in London entitled Forum
on Open Geodata, but have been following some of the
discussions around the subject since then. We have one speaker
from this forum at Cambridge and at least one delegate. It is
hoped to have an open discussion session on the topic at the
conference. We will all have our own opinions on the level of
cartography that emanates from these kinds of cooperative
mapping projects. So it should hopefully develop into a lively
discussion topic.
I hope to see as many of you as possible at Cambridge in
September.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Call for Bulletin
material
This is a call for material for the
next SoC Bulletin. I am looking in
particular for main articles for the
Bulletin, but also short articles,
map/atlas/book reviews, software
reviews and/or information on
new products. If you have
something that you feel you want
to share with the cartographic
community then please get in
touch with the editor by phone,
fax or email (details below) to let
me know if you would be
interested in having any material
published. Volume 39 will be put
together following the 2005
Summer School in Cambridge,
and contributions need to be with
me by the end of September.
Further information about the
Bulletin, plus content from recent
issues is available at:
www.soc.org.uk/
bulletin/bulletin.html
STEVE CHILTON
Acting Bulletin Editor
Tel/Fax: 020 8411 5355
Email: steve8@mdx.ac.uk

Future Summer
School venues
Dates for your diary
don’t miss out

2005
Cambridge
(4–8 September)

2006
Keele (provisionally booked
for 3–7 September)
Offers on table for 2007
and 2008

2007
Portsmouth (Bill Johnson)

2008
Plymouth (Tim Absalom)
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SUMMER SCHOOL
This years SoC annual
summer school will be held
in Cambridge between 5–8
September.
Hosted by the Department
of Geography, the
programme is expected to
be as varied and interesting
for both practicing
cartographers and students
of our subject alike.
Information about the 41st
Summer School can be
found by visiting
www.mdx.ac.uk/www/
gem/soc2005. The website
is updated regularly so why
not bookmark the site and
make sure you visit
regularly?

Summer
School
2005

•

Cambridge
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EXTREME MAPPING
MAPPING GLACIAL LANDFORMS USING ASTER
IMAGERY: A CASE STUDY FROM PATAGONIA.
Stephan Harrison, Neil Glasser and Krister Jansson

Introduction
The outlet glaciers of the two Patagonian icefields (the North and
South Patagonian Icefields; Figure A) are influenced by the strong
climatic gradients across southern South America and are
therefore extremely sensitive to climatic change. Understanding
the timing of expansion and contraction of these icefields
provides valuable information on the nature of climate change in
this region and the influence of the Southern Westerlies and
associated ocean currents. In recent years Patagonian glaciers
have undergone accelerated thinning and recession and this is
probably a direct response to recorded climatic change in South
America.
The North Patagonian Icefield (47º 00’S, 73º 39’W) is 120 km long
and 40–60 km wide, capping the Andean Cordillera between
altitudes of 700 and 2,500 m above sea level, making this one of
the largest temperate ice masses in the world. The icefield is
nourished by very high precipitation from the mid-latitude weather
systems and is characterised by high ablation rates and high ice
velocities. Most outlet glaciers of the North Patagonian Icefield
are currently receding from their historical maximum positions
attained during the “Little Ice Age” between AD 1200 and 1900.
However, virtually nothing is known about icefield-wide patterns of
glacier behaviour prior to the “Little Ice Age”. As a result, in 2002
we initiated a project funded by the Natural Environment
Research Council to examine evidence for ice-field wide patterns
of glacier fluctuations of the North Patagonian Icefield during the
last 10,000 years (a time period called the Holocene). This work
was based on the interpretation of remotely sensed data and on
the dating of moraines using a range of geochronometric
methods.

Stephan Harrison works in
the School of Geography
and the Environment at
Oxford University
Neil Glasser works in the
School of Geography and
Geosciences at University
College of Wales,
Aberystwyth
Krister Jansson works in
the Department of
Geography and Quaternary
Geology, Stockholm
University, Sweden

In recent years
Patagonian glaciers
have undergone
accelerated thinning
and recession and this
is probably a direct
response to recorded
climatic change in South
America

Methods
The glacial geomorphology of the area surrounding the North
Patagonian Icefield was mapped using a combination of field
mapping over 9 field seasons and by visual interpretation of Terra
ASTER (Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission and Reflection

Figure A
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Radiometer) and Landsat 7 Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus
(ETM+) satellite images. The images were radiometrically and
geometrically corrected based upon the orbital parameters
supplied by the USGS, allowing a horizontal error in the order of
one pixel size (15 m for ASTER and 30 m for Landsat ETM+).

The Terra mission forms
part of NASA’s Earth
Science Enterprise, the
goal of which is to gain
a better under-standing
of interaction between
the biosphere,
hydrosphere,
lithosphere and
atmosphere

ASTER is a cooperative effort between NASA and Japan’s Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) and the Earth Remote
Sensing Data Analysis Center (ERSDAC). Launched in 1999
aboard the Terra satellite, ASTER is currently acquiring detailed
maps of land surface temperature, emissivity, reflectance and
elevation. The Terra mission forms part of NASA’s Earth Science
Enterprise, the goal of which is to gain a better under-standing of
interaction between the biosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere and
atmosphere.
A Digital Elevation Model (DEM) created automatically from
ASTER imagery has a vertical accuracy of about 25 meters. This
can improve to about 11 meters in areas with low levels of
vegetation and few man-made features. ASTER is best used for
mapping at scales of 1:50,000 to 1:100,000. At these scales,
ASTER-generated elevation models can be used to provide
information in areas where DEM data is unavailable.
The ASTER sensor aboard the Terra satellite has 14 spectral
bands; three in the Very Near Infra Red (VNIR) range at 15 m. pixel
resolution, six for Short Wave Infra Red at 30 m. resolution and
five for Thermal Infra Red at 90 m. resolution. The images can
also be viewed in 3D and subjected to 3D vector digitising.

Data Availability
The archive of available ASTER images can be viewed at the
NASA EOS Data Gateway: edcimswww.cr.usgs.gov/pub/
imswelcome/
If downloading images by ftp, the cost per image can be as low
as US$55. It is also possible to request supply on CD.

Results
Using ASTER and geomorphological mapping from our own
fieldwork in the region we produced a description of the glacial
geomorphology of the North Patagonian Icefield and surrounding
area (Figure B). Figures C–F show typical examples and
interpretations of landforms mapped from the satellite images.
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Figure B

Only one of the
contemporary western
outlet glaciers
(San Rafael) is tidewater,
terminating in a tidal
lagoon

Contemporary glaciers
The outlet glaciers are shown in blue and typically descend
steeply from the icefield, many via icefalls. Glacier surfaces are
commonly heavily crevassed (especially at calving termini). Only
one of the contemporary western outlet glaciers (San Rafael) is
tidewater, terminating in a tidal lagoon. The remainder of the
western and eastern outlet glaciers terminate in freshwater lakes.
The glaciers that are not currently lake-terminating (e.g. Calafate
and Arco) previously terminated in lakes during the latter part of
the nineteenth century. East of the icefield, the higher summits
contain independent snowfields and small topographically
constrained glaciers.
Ice-scoured bedrock
Large tracts of ice-scoured bedrock are visible on the satellite
imagery (e.g. Figure D) and these are concentrated along the

7
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Figure C

The presence of large
areas of ice-scoured
bedrock along valley
axes and its absence on
interfluves indicates
sustained vigorous ice
flow by temperate
glaciers along the main
valley routes

major ice discharge routes (i.e. along valley axes). The presence
of large areas of ice-scoured bedrock along valley axes and its
absence on interfluves indicates sustained vigorous ice flow by
temperate glaciers along the main valley routes.
Trimlines
Sub-horizontal trimlines are present along the margins of many of
the contemporary glaciers. Trimlines can be traced along the
glacier margins for considerable distances (e.g. 10 km at Lago
Leones) before merging with well-developed terminal and lateral
moraines (Figure E). The trimlines mark the vertical extent of
former glaciers and are useful in making glaciological
reconstructions. Most are very recent in age, dating from the Little
Ice Age.
Glacial lineations
At several locations in the study area streamlined
landforms/lineations occur, and are defined by sharp lateral
boundaries (Figure B). These landforms, commonly associated
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Figure D

with scoured bedrock, are generally aligned along major valleys
where ice discharge occurred. Streamlined landforms are
common to the east of the North Patagonian Icefield, and are
notably lacking from the areas surrounding the western outlet
glaciers.
Terminal moraines

Well-developed terminal
moraines mark the
former extent of many of
the outlet glaciers of the
icefield and its satellite
glaciers

Well-developed terminal moraines mark the former extent of many
of the outlet glaciers of the icefield and its satellite glaciers (e.g.
Figure C). Three moraine sets are recognised, defined by their
relative size, morphology and distance from the contemporary
icefield. All three moraine sets are located within the established
Last Glacial Maximum limits of the North Patagonian Icefield
which were reached around about 18,000 years ago. The first set
is the small moraines that lie within 5 km of virtually all
contemporary glacier snouts which show glacier recession during
the “Little Ice Age” of the past few centuries. The second set
includes moraines that lie 5 to 15 km from the contemporary
glacier snouts. This set includes three large terminal moraines
that mark former terminal positions of the San Quintin, San Rafael,
Gualas and Reicher Glaciers on the western side of the Icefield
(Fig. 1C). The third set includes moraines and associated icecontact deposits over 15 km from the contemporary glacier
snouts. Amongst the largest of these is the terminal moraine in
the Rio Soler between Lago Plomo and Lago Bertrand (Fig. 1D).
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Figure E

Sandur/fluvial sediment

The delta and icecontact deposits
identified in this study
are large accumulations
of sandy sediments at
the confluences of
tributary valleys and the
eastward-trending main
valleys

Large outwash plains are present on the valley floors in front of all
the contemporary glaciers. On the west side of the icefield,
outwash plains are present only outside the large moraine
systems. Here they cover broad extensive areas and are less
confined that the eastern outwash plains.
Delta and ice-contact deposits
The delta and ice-contact deposits identified in this study are
large accumulations of sandy sediments at the confluences of
tributary valleys and the eastward-trending main valleys. Their flat
upper surfaces and steep outer faces indicate that these delta
and ice-contact deposits were built out against glacier ice
occupying lower ground in the main valleys. The delta and icecontact deposits therefore mark the former vertical extent of the
glaciers in these main valleys. Particularly well-developed
examples occur at the mouth of the Leones Valley where it joins
Lago General Carrera (Figure F) and in the Rio Nef. By contrast,
these features are absent from the west side of the icefield.
Alluvial fans
Alluvial fans identified in this study are large sediment
accumulations at the mouths of the valleys to the east of the
icefield (Figure F). These alluvial fans are interpreted as
contemporary fluvial features.
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Figure F

Discussion

…we can begin to
reconstruct the extent of
the North Patagonian
Icefield at three time
intervals during the past
10,000 years

Moraine sets and correlation
Whilst we have now managed to date many of the moraines in the
region it would be premature to assess the extent of the icefield
during the Holocene. However, we can begin to reconstruct the
extent of the North Patagonian Icefield at three time intervals
during the past 10,000 years.
The first moraine set, closest to the contemporary glaciers, has
been dated to the “Little Ice Age” of the 17th to 19th centuries AD.
The second moraine set includes (i) arcuate terminal moraines 5
to 15 km from the contemporary glacier snouts at San Rafael,
Gualas and Reicher Glaciers to the west of the North Patagonian
Icefield, marking the position of former piedmont lobes and (ii)
moraines damming the proglacial lakes of Leones, Fiero, Colonia
and Pared Norte Glaciers to the east of the North Patagonian
Icefield. Preliminary dating of these suggests that they were
produced between 3,000 to 5,000 years ago.
On the east side of the North Patagonian Icefield, over 15 km from
the contemporary glacier snouts, is a third moraine set and
associated ice-contact deposits interpreted to be older than
moraine sets 1 and 2 (see Figure D). The age of these landforms
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Figure G

Mapping the glacial
geomorphology of the
entire icefield using
ASTER has enabled us,
for the first time, to
begin to understand the
controls on icefield
behaviour in response to
climate change over the
last 10,000 years

12

is uncertain, but since they lie within the established Last Glacial
Maximum (about 18,000 years ago) limits of the North Patagonian
Icefield we speculate that they may represent an early Holocene
or Late-glacial phase of glacier expansion.

Discussion
Mapping the glacial geomorphology of the entire icefield using
ASTER has enabled us, for the first time, to begin to understand
the controls on icefield behaviour in response to climate change
over the last 10,000 years. Strong contrasts exist in the
geomorphology and inferred patterns of glacier behaviour
between the east and west sides of the North Patagonian Icefield,
which implies that glacier response to climate change is
moderated by other factors including glacier drainage basin area,
topographic limits on glacier snout morphology and differences in
terminal environment (calving/non-calving) during glacier
recession.
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NEWS
TRAINING COURSE
The Map Curators’ Group of the British Cartographic Society are
pleased to announce a training course for all those with maps in
their care.
“Wired for Maps: A basic course on electronic cartographic
materials for map curators, librarians and archivists” will take
place between 1–2 June 2005, in the National Library of Scotland
in Edinburgh and will start after lunch on Wednesday 1 June with
a session entitled Digitisation of material from your own
collections. This aims to give some practical advice on how to
plan and implement digitisation projects. The course will continue
the following morning with a session on Organisation and
acquisition of digital data. This will include a look at how to make
the most of GIS technologies in the library, a discussion of
metadata and a look at some of the map images that are already
available on the web.
The closing date for booking is 15 May 2005. The charge for the
whole course is £55 (registration for part of the programme is also
possible). The full programme and registration form are available
at
http://www.cartography.org.uk/Pages/Membership/
Curators/Training.html

J B HARLEY FELLOWSHIP

Adobe buys $3.4bn
Macromedia
Adobe Systems announced
on 18 April a definitive
agreement to acquire
Macromedia in an all-stock
transaction valued at $3.4
billion.
The deal could in time
influence the way many
cartographers work since it
is possible that development
of some of Macromedia’s
products will not continue
under Adobe.
Cartographers are regular
users of both Adobe and
Macromedia software and
are increasingly using third
party software with both
Illustrator and Freehand.
More information will no
doubt be available by the
time of the July issue of this
Newsletter.

The twelfth series of J B Harley Research
Fellowships in the History of Cartography
The Trustees of the J B Harley Research Fellowships Trust Fund
are pleased to announce the twelfth series of awards, offering
support at the rate of £300 (sterling) per week. The fellowships
are designed to assist research in the London map collections:
Awards have been made to:
Dr Stephen Royle (Queen’s University, Belfast) The use of maps
in the early development of St Helena (4 weeks)
Mr Sean Roberts (University of Michigan) Cartography between
Cultures: Francesco Berlinghieri’s Geographia of 1482 (4 weeks)

“Wired for Maps: A basic
course on electronic
cartographic materials
for map curators,
librarians and archivists”
will take place between
1–2 June 2005, in the
National Library of
Scotland in Edinburgh

For details of past awards, numbers of applicants, and extracts
from previous Fellows’ reports, see http://www.map
history.info/harlflws.html [part of the ‘Map History’ gateway
site]. This also contains information about applying for a
Fellowship (closing date 1st November).
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PUBLICATIONS
The latest issue of the ICA Newsletter, number 43 can be found at
http://www.icaci.org/
The regular newsletter of the British Cartographic Society,
Maplines,
vol
10
Issue
3
can
be
found
at
http://www.cartography.org.uk/Pages/Publicat/Maplines/
index.html

CONFERENCE
After Zürich, Vancouver, and Tokyo, The Scalable Vector Graphics
conference SVGopen 2005 will take place in Enschede, the
Netherlands, from August 15 to 18, 2005.

At this, the fourth
international SVG Open
conference, you will
have the chance to
discuss development
experience, products,
workflows and strategies
involving SVG.

This conference on Scalable Vector Graphics, the computer
graphics format of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), will
show the versatility of this ‘HTML of graphics’. Subjects can vary
from specialized technical visualisations, to interactive multimedia art on your mobile phone or website.
Besides paper presentations the program features courses, and
both beginner and advanced level workshops.
SVGopen 2005 is organised by the University of Twente (UT), the
Telematica Instituut, and the International Institute for GeoInformation Science and Earth Observation (ITC).
At this, the fourth international SVG Open conference, you will
have the chance to discuss development experience, products,
workflows and strategies involving SVG. The conference
language is English.
More information is available at http://www.svgopen.org/

NEW YEARS HONOUR
OBE for former SoC President
On behalf of the Society of Cartographers I would like to
congratulate Dr Christopher Board FRGS on being granted an
OBE for services to Cartography in the New Years Honours list for
2005.
Many of you will know that he is a former President of the Society
of Cartographers. He was also awarded the BCS Society Medal in
Sept 2004.
Mike Wood

14

SOC Newsletter, April 2005

15

As an aside, what is the largest
city in the UK without a Premiership
football club? I guess Sheffield…
Or indeed what is the largest town
without a Premiership, Championship
or Football League club?
Steve Chilton

Think Leeds United is up there
in the running - went out of
Premiership last season
much to my hubby’s
disappointment!!!!
Lois

I believe that Buckingham is ten
miles from the nearest railway
station (Milton Keynes).
It’s probably a similar
size to St Andrews.
Tinho

Largest town (excluding city suburbs)
- good question - never to have had
league football team - Gloucester?
Bath? or one of the Kent-ish towns,
few big places fallen(ing) by the
wayside in recent years Carlisle, York, Cambridge!
Anorak

OK everybody get out the GIS.
Buffer the railways (what a great pun!)
and see what towns are in the holes.
Alan (who shouldn’t have
gone down the pub!)

Whilst travelling to the Society of
Cartographers committee meeting
yesterday by train I chanced to pass near
my birthplace (Saffron Walden btw),
which happens NOT to be on a
railway line. It caused me to
muse as to what is the largest
city/town in the UK that is
NOT DIRECTLY on the rail
network… perhaps St Andrews?
Steve Chilton

I’ll throw Penzance or Truro into
the ring for biggest town without
a football league team - not sure
which is the largest. However,
after Saturday it will
probably be Cambridge.
Ed

Voices from the web
Steve Chilton posed this conundrum
on Carto-Soc on 22 April (see red bubbles left).
Needless to say, some discussion followed…

Leigh, near Wigan
claims to be the
largest with no station.
David

David
Are you seriously telling me that someone
is actively claiming bragging
rights as largest with no station.
I demand that you identify your source!
Steve

Corby, I think. It has a freight-only
railway line but no longer a station
(though it briefly reopened in the
1980s). Mansfield was a contender
until recently but now has its
own station again.
Richard
One of our railway buffs
(yes, we do have one or
two here) informs me it’s
either Waterlooville or
Gosport, but Leigh do
Quick check
claim it too.
Leeds 725,000, Sheffield 530,000
David
Largest town with no league footie
club - Wakefield - 317,000!!!
Anon

Ahem!
That must be Leeds + Bradford - of the two
city populations, Sheffield is certainly bigger.
Though I’ll concede that Leeds + Bradford is
larger than Sheffield + Rotherham. And yes,
I’ve always thought Wakefield was the largest
town without a league football team
Graham

Well, I’m somewhat surprised that nobody
spotted that this is really a trick question…
The largest city in the UK without a
Premiership (sic) football club is of course
Glasgow. I claim any prize available for
Friday afternoon pedantry, but then
we are cartographers…
Graham

You know how to hurt people round here!
Tomorrow I’ll be taking my son to watch
Stockport County consolidate their efforts
to become the largest town in the 4th
Division/Third Division/League Two or
whatever it’s called next season.
Though hopefully (especially for
Steve) Torquay won’t be joining them.

Apologies that it’s now Monday and this discussion
is still going, but I had to chip in with this. I grew
up in Gosport (next to Portsmouth), and we were
always ‘proud’ of the fact we were the largest
town without a railway station. We did have
one once, but it was flattened during the war.
The closest station is Portsmouth Harbour,
but you have to cross the harbour by
ferry to get to it. Beat that, Leigh!!
Liz

I suppose it all comes down to defining boundaries
and population statistics which can vary wildly.
And that’s before you start getting technical about the
differences between heavy and light rail (which would
bring the likes of Bury - if you ignore the East Lancs
heritage railway - West Bromwich, Gateshead and
Birkenhead into the equation)
And on the football front, i’d agree on Wakefield
being the largest without, whilst Plymouth and
Hull i believe are the largest never to have
had a team in the top division.
And yes, i know none of that is of
no use or interest to anybody.
((annorak off. Heads to pub to recover))
Rich
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ACTION PLAN FOR THE
SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
FOREWORD
This strategic Action Plan is the first attempt (after 40 years) to
plan a way forward for the Society in an ever-changing world. It is
prompted by changes in the numbers of members, changing
numbers of “cartographers”, and changes in technology in
cartography, and in society in general.
It has been prepared by the Chair of the Society, with significant
help and support of other senior members of the Society. It’s
format is borrowed unashamedly from the ICA Strategic Plan
2003–2011, which was initially drafted by current SoC President
Mike Wood.
The document is for discussion at the SoC committee, and is
intended to be adopted and acted upon at the earliest
opportunity.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair
Sept 2004 [revised Apr 2005]

1 AIMS OF THE SOCIETY
The Society’s aims
remain constant, that is
to support the practising
cartographer and
encourage and maintain
a high standard of
cartographic illustration
by providing information
and opportunities to
meet and exchange
views and techniques
with fellow practising
cartographers. These
aims need to now
encompass all those
involved in the
mapping/GIS industry.
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The Society’s aims remain constant, that is to support the
practising cartographer and encourage and maintain a high
standard of cartographic illustration by providing information and
opportunities to meet and exchange views and techniques with
fellow practising cartographers. These aims need to now
encompass all those involved in the mapping/GIS industry.

2 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT TO PLAN
2.1 Foundation of the Society
The Society was founded in 1964 at the University of Glasgow
and was originally named the Society of University Cartographers.
In 1989 the Society adopted a new title ‘The Society of
Cartographers’ and a constitution opening up membership to all
in the cartographic community.
The Society’s membership is widely drawn from the education
sector, statutory institutions, local authorities, public utilities and
the commercial and publishing industry. The majority of the
membership is UK based, with an increasing world-wide
membership.
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2.2 Recent changes/challenges – jobs, training,
technology, society
There are several factors that make it pertinent to examine our
Society closely, and plan its future at present. Firstly, the industry
(cartography) that we aim to represent and support is in a period
of rapid change. It could be argued that there is a decreasing
pool of practitioners who would now consider themselves as
cartographers. This is as a result of a contraction of the industry –
traditional producers no longer producing maps, and individuals
and corporations being able to be much more self-supporting
these days.

2.3 Questioning the future position of the Society
There has been a suggestion from our sister society (the British
Cartographic Society), echoed by some within the SoC, that there
really ought to only be ONE organisation that represents
cartographers in the UK. It is pertinent to consider whether there
is real justification for remaining an independent society, or
whether the greater good would be served by some sort of
amalgamation with BCS to produce a radically different
organisation.

3 RESPONDING TO THE CHALLENGES
An essential preliminary to any action plan is a SWOT analysis.
This was conducted in March 2004, with the main results listed
below.

SWOT ANALYSIS – Society of Cartographers
Strengths

An essential preliminary
to any action plan is a
SWOT analysis. This was
conducted in March
2004, with the main
results listed below.

 Unique character of the Society
 The CARTO-SOC mailing list
 The Society’s Bulletin – of international note
 A regular Newsletter for members
 Practical slant of summer school/whole society
 Personal contacts & relationships
 A feeling of belonging, loyalty to Society
 Strength in depth of membership in all aspects of practical
mapping
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Weaknesses
 Declining membership numbers
 Difficulty getting committee posts filled – too much in hands
of SC/MS/GA
 Website – out of date and out-dated design
 Lack of appropriate publicity material
 Lack of suitable portable publicity stands/posters
 No Bulletin Editor-elect. No Advertising Manager-elect. No
Reviews Editor-elect.
 Duplication of activities with the British Cartographic Society

The challenge is to turn
the weaknesses into
strengths (or at very
least take them off
weaknesses list), and
turn the threats into
opportunities. For
example the threat of
running out of venues
could be an opportunity
to try out a nonuniversity location for
one year.

 Lack of contribution by membership to Society matters and
activities
 Membership not attracting cartographers working in GIS
environments
Opportunities
 More workshops as CPD/training vehicles
 Somehow get out to more non-members who are
cartographers or neo-cartographers (eg GIS Technicians)
 Find someone in Society (or without) to re-develop the
website
 CARTO-SoC – encourage/push subscribers to join Society
 Regional meetings and/or participation in local events
 Create ‘Regional Groups’ to encourage members to network
outwith the Annual Summer School
 Self promotion and publicity of Society to create higher profile,
increase membership
 Joint events with other Societies (eg British Cartographic
Society; Association of Archaeological Illustrators)
Threats
 No power – BCS seen as UK National voice for cartography
 Summer Schools becoming NOT financially viable
 Summer Schools becoming NOT academically viable
 Rival publications – BCS Journal, journalofmaps.com
 Running out of venues/hosts for summer schools
 Current Committee structure not sustainable – committee
could “collapse from within”
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4 PRIORITIES
Turn weakness into strengths
The challenge is to turn the weaknesses into strengths (or at very
least take them off weaknesses list), and turn the threats into
opportunities. For example the threat of running out of venues could
be an opportunity to try out a non-university location for one year.

Produce appropriate publicity material
The most worrying aspect is that the website, publicity material,
and publicity stand/posters are all things that should be well within
our compass to resolve and yet we consistently haven’t – they
have been “problems” for quite a considerable time now.

Stabilise the committee structure
The committee posts not being filled has been a minor problem
that has now become a major one. The succession of the main
posts (Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer) should be actively
considered – preferably with a succession plan in place.

Ensure membership and conferences are viable
Reach out to the new world of cartography and draw in potential
new members from the GIS area for instance. Ensure that
appropriate blend of independent and joint Summer Schools are
held, at appropriate venues and at appropriate fee levels.

5 IDEAS INTO ACTIONS
The following are actions proposed to support the Aims of the
Society, to address the priorities outlined in the previous section
(sect 4). The actions would have to be coordinated by the SoC
committee and then subsequently monitored by the committee.

5.1 Publicity
SoC should be more professional in its production of publicity
material, and its use of various publicity outlets and opportunities.
Actions:
 Produce a high quality publicity leaflet about the Society
(student and generic versions).

SoC should be more
professional in its
production of publicity
material, and its use of
various publicity outlets
and opportunities.

 Produce publicity posters showing the range of services, and
the advantages of joining SoC.
 Update the appropriate pages of the website to reflect the
current provision for members, and to act as a first contact
site for potential new members.
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 Re-design the website to incorporate a more appropriate look
and feel, and to incorporate new features.
 Include illustrative material (eg extracts from Wallis Award
maps or a Members’ Gallery)
 Attract more freelance or commercial cartographic members

5.2 Management
SoC should seek to
stabilise it’s committee
structure, so that too
much does not fall into a
limited number of
people’s remit, and to
ensure succession
planning is effective in
dealing with committee
vacancies as they arise.

SoC should seek to stabilise it’s committee structure, so that too
much does not fall into a limited number of people’s remit, and to
ensure succession planning is effective in dealing with committee
vacancies as they arise.
Actions:
 Actively consider the succession of ALL committee posts.
Head-hunt appropriate members to “train” in the most
important posts.
 Produce job descriptions for ALL committee posts, in order to
give potential takers full info on the commitment
 Make these job descriptions available to the membership (via
the website?).
 Consider appointing a paid administrator/webmaster

5.3 Society viability
SoC should put in place
plans to ensure that its
survival is viable, that
membership drives are
pursued, that
membership fees are set
at appropriate levels,
and that future summer
schools are organised
on a financially and
academically sound
basis. Pursue a policy of
cooperation with other
cartographic and linked
organisations.

SoC should put in place plans to ensure that its survival is viable,
that membership drives are pursued, that membership fees are
set at appropriate levels, and that future summer schools are
organised on a financially and academically sound basis. Pursue
a policy of cooperation with other cartographic and linked
organisations.
Actions:
 Hold discussions with the British Cartographic Society (BCS)
about appropriate future cooperation.
 Hold joint conferences with BCS on an agreed pattern – of
both timings and structure.
 Attempt to recruit new members from the wider cartographic
world – GIS practitioners, more overseas, etc.
 Investigate viability on non-SoC hosted venues for future
conferences
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5.4 Member’s services
SoC should consider the range of services it offers to members,
the way that they are controlled/offered to members, and the
possible regionalisation of some of them.
Actions:
 Create a “members only” area of the website for delivery of
some society material – eg Newsletter, archive of Bulletins,
training materials.

SoC should consider the
range of services it
offers to members, the
way that they are
controlled/offered to
members, and the
possible regionalisation
of some of them.

 Work towards providing more practical sessions outwith the
summer school – eg recent CPD work with LTSN-GEES.
 Consider setting up regional cells/hubs (with a nominated
coordinator) to deliver workshops and even training on a
regional basis.
 Consider writing training modules for delivery through the
network outlined above. Offer honoraria to members to write
training materials.

5.5 Finance
SoC should ensure that its actions and plans are designed to
ensure a financially secure future for itself.
Actions:
 Monitor subscription levels and raise as appropriate

SoC should ensure that
its actions and plans are
designed to ensure a
financially secure future
for itself.

 Implement Gift Aid scheme to take advantage of that income
potential
 Consider implications of changing to a Limited Company
status
 Consider changing Bulletin from printed journal to webdistributed journal

6 APPROVAL AND REVIEW
Approval: The plan will be presented to the SoC Committee at the
2004 Summer School at Bristol. It will be considered in detail and
the actions approved (or not) accordingly.
Review: The plan is to be reviewed – and amended as necessary
– at the SoC Committee meeting in the spring of 2005, prior to
being presented to the membership at the 2005 Summer School.

Any comments on
this Action Plan
should be directed
to Steve Chilton on
chair@soc.org.uk
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SUMMER SCHOOL BURSARIES
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 31 July ANNUALLY
AND NOTIFICATION by 14 August 2005
The Society of Cartographers offers TWO bursaries to allow full attendance at their Annual
Summer School.
The bursary offer is open to student and overseas members only. Each bursary will cover a
Summer School full attendance package and registration. Travel costs to and from the SoC
Summer School will NOT be covered by the bursary.
The aim of the bursary is to give financial assistance to members who would otherwise be unable
to attend due to lack of other financial support. Submissions will be reviewed by the Bursary
sub-committee and successful applicants will be notified by 15th July annually.
The 2005 Annual Summer School of the Society is being hosted by the University of Cambridge
and will be held between 5–8 September 2005. Details of the programme and contact details for
the local organisers can be found by visiting www.soc.org.uk.
To apply for a Bursary please print the following application form and complete in full or send the
appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geography & Geomatics, University of
Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K.

BURSARY APPLICATION FORM
Name

Organisation

Address/postcode
Membership number

Membership category (tick one box)
Email
Comments to support this application
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Student

Overseas

