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This is my second message from the Chair, and already I am
struggling for things to say. On the one hand congratulations to
Gary Haley for producing Newsletters so frequently, on the other
hand – slow down Gary! I have slipped into the job, and already I
feel I have not been able to give as much time to the job as I
would have liked – and certainly planned.
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One of the reasons for this has been the publication of Volume 37
of the SoC Bulletin, which was my last as Editor. As noted
elsewhere it was a combined Part 1 and Part 2, covering the whole
of 2003. The volume was 78 pages strong, and contained no less
than 11 main articles, plus extensive additional material. I was
really pleased with the resulting publication. If I may, I would like
to repeat something I said in the Editorial in that issue – “Like
much written communication, you have very little idea what your
readers really think of your efforts. For those who have taken the
trouble to read the Bulletin, and especially those who provided
positive feedback, grateful thanks are extended.” I did receive
some marvellous words of appreciation from one very longstanding SoC member; coming from this particular person, that
really made my day. I would just want to remind you that I have
stood down from the post of Editor of the Bulletin, and that we
REALLY need someone (or a small editorial team) to step forward
and take the publication onwards. If anyone wants to see what
the job entails I can provide a written job description, with no
obligation to take this further.
Since the last issue of the Newsletter I have been active in other
areas on behalf of the Society. I attended my first UK Cartographic
Committee meeting, as SoC representative. It was interesting to
get an insight into the bigger picture with regard to our profession,
and to be in a position to keep a finger on the pulse at this level. I
have included some notes on this in a separate section in this
issue.

NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTIONS
Welcome to the April
issue of the SoC
Newsletter. This issue
has been designed for
digital distribution via the
Society’s website. Hard
copy versions of the
Newsletter are available
on request.
Contributions to the
Newsletter are welcomed
from all members. Please
email all copy and
photographs to
Newsletter@soc.org.uk
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I have been looking internally at the Society and its position, with
a view to helping guide the discussions that we need to have
regarding our future, and our future relationship with the British
Cartographic Society. Following the “stock-take” mentioned in the
last Newsletter, I have compiled a SWOT analysis, which will be
presented and discussed at the forthcoming Committee meeting.
What is missing from these considerations is a clear view of what
the membership thinks. Please see the separate section in this
Newsletter, where the appeal in the last Newsletter is repeated –
PLEASE let the committee know your views or personal feelings.

I can recommend the
baked spuds in the
University of West of
England SU bar to
anyone with a healthy
appetite – they are huge,
and it’s only just off the
M4!

Meanwhile arrangements are proceeding apace for the next SoC
Summer School at Bristol University. The website is in place – see
the advert elsewhere in this issue – and the programme is coming
together nicely. I spent a day with Drew Ellis, Jon Tooby and
Huw Dobson in Bristol recently, where we reviewed the
arrangements, brainstormed ideas, and agreed the sub-division
of organising tasks. Incidentally, I can recommend the baked
spuds in the University of West of England SU bar to anyone with
a healthy appetite – they are huge, and it’s only just off the M4!
I am also doing further work promoting SoC via the Learning and
Teaching Support Network (LTSN). As noted in the last Newsletter
I am working on the conference programme for a one-day LTSNGEES conference on 16 Jun at the University of Gloucestershire.
It is entitled the “LTSN-GEES Workshop for Support Staff”, and
encompasses all non-academic roles, such as librarians, IT
support staff, cartographers, traditional lab technicians, etc. I will
be approaching a couple of senior cartographic colleagues with a
view to making appropriate presentations on current and future
cartographic support in Higher Education. Further details of this
will be circulated later.
There is also a report elsewhere in this Newsletter on the Colour
Theory Workshop that Nick Tasker so successfully organised on
behalf of the Society in Taunton. It is to be hoped that it will be
repeated at some time, possibly in London and again in the North
somewhere. Thanks to Nick for that. Are there things that YOU
could be organising for the Society? Could YOU contribute to the
2004 Summer School in Bristol or would you be prepared to host
the 2005 Summer School? Please do your best to become more
involved in our Society and keep it the lively forum for
cartographers that it is now widely and rightly acknowledged to
be.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair
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CALL FOR PAPERS

Notes to contributors

This is a call for material for the next SoC Bulletin. I am looking in
particular for main articles for the Bulletin, but also short articles,
map/atlas/book reviews, software reviews and/or information on
new products. So, if you have something that you feel you want
to share with the cartographic community then please get in
touch with the editor by phone, fax or email (details below) to let
me know if you would be interested in having any material
published. The timescale is that the next issue of the Bulletin is
being put together currently, and contributions need to be with
me by the end of November. Further information about the
Bulletin, plus content from recent issues is available at:
http://www.soc.org.uk/bulletin/bulletin.html

Contributions to the SoC
Bulletin, both short and long,
are welcomed from members
and non-members of the
Society. Any subject matter
relating to cartography in its
widest interpretation is invited,
but articles on techniques and
ideas applicable to the
practicing cartographer are
particularly welcome.
Information about new
products is also welcomed
from manufacturers.

Notes to Contributors giving further information about submitting
material are provided in the next column. Do not hesitate to
contact me if you require further information.
STEVE CHILTON
SoC Bulletin Editor
Tel/Fax: 020 8411 5355
Email: steve8@mdx.ac.uk

Major articles should be
prefaced by a brief abstract
(maximum 100 words), and
references should be listed
alphabetically by author’s
surname at the end of the
article. Contributors should
include a short personal
biography. If you want to
submit material for
publication, please contact
the Editor in the first instance.

CARTOGRAPHY 2004
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL
The 40th Annual Summer School of the Society of Cartographers
will be held at the University of Bristol from 6–9 September.
Information about the 2004 Summer School can be found by
visiting www.soc.org.uk or the official Summer School website
at http://www.ggy.bris.ac.uk/soc2004/index.htm. The website
is updated regularly so why not bookmark the site and make sure
you visit regularly?
Sessions, workshops and exhibitions will be held in the School of
Geographical Sciences. The School and accommodation are
located in the Georgian heart of the city in Clifton, close to the city
centre and local landmarks; Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s
suspension bridge and SS Great Britain and many more. The
Society aims to provide delegates with a stimulating and
enjoyable Summer School including sessions, workshops, visits
and social events. (Early arrivals will be welcome on Sunday 5th,
pm).

Cartography
2004

•

Bristol
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Keynote session
40 years of cartographic production and change will be explored
by our keynote speaker the eminent Bristol Geographer, Professor
Peter Haggett CBE.
Art in cartography/cartography in art
Local and international artists will show how maps and art overlap
on canvas, screen and GPS! - in real and virtual venues.
Extreme mapping - the mapping of ‘hostile’ environments
The Antarctic Ice Sheet, the caves of Mexico, the world’s ocean
floors, and other ‘hostile’ environments will be featured.
New mapping technologies
Methods of DEM production, flood plain and landslide prediction
modeling are just some of the new areas of mapping that will be
explored.
Transport, leisure and tourism mapping
Wayfinding in Bristol, the mapping of public spaces and buildings
and other related topics.
Geopolitical Mapping
We hope to include a session on how cartography reflects and
influences politics and society.

Bristol proudly boasts
many attractions
including Isambard
Kingdom Brunel’s Clifton
suspension bridge, the
SS Great Britain and
many more.

Cartographic visits will include a full and exciting day at the UK
Hydrographic Office in Taunton or for those wanting to stay closer
to home, special interest visits in and around the city of Bristol are
also planned.
Accommodation will be provided in University halls in the heart of
Clifton a short walk to the School of Geographical Sciences, the
city centre and other amenities and landmarks. Our annual
dinner/ceilidh will take place at Ashton Court Manor, a short
distance from the city across the Avon Gorge and Clifton
Suspension Bridge. Other activities planned include: quiz night,
Society AGM and much more.
Enquiries to Drew Ellis or Jon Tooby Tel: 0117 954 5973 or email
drew.ellis@bris.ac.uk or j.tooby@bris.ac.uk.
Offers to give a presentation, exhibit or demonstrate will still be
considered. If you wish to please contact the local organisers:
drew.ellis@bris.ac.uk or j.tooby@bris.ac.uk tel: 0117
9545973

See opposite for more information.
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6–9 September 2004
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The UK Hydrographic Office
based in Taunton has very
kindly hosted an SOC-run
workshop on Colour Theory.
Former SOC chairman
Nick Tasker (pictured on
page 7)
(nick@imagen.fsnet.co.uk)
ran this one-day workshop
on 20 January 2004.

COLOUR THEORY WORKSHOP
The first SoC-sponsored Cartographic Colour Theory Workshop
was held at the end of January, and it proved to be a popular
event. Nick Tasker led the day, hosted at the UK Hydrographic
Office in Taunton.
Participants were reminded of the basics of colour mixing and
how colour is produced along with exploring some examples of
how colour palettes are modelled in modern colour production
systems.
The workshop was an informal blend of hands-on experiences
and discussion on the perceptual issues surrounding
cartographic colour choice. We had our eyes opened to new ways
of looking at our work as well as considering those with special
needs who may have limited colour vision.

Nick shared his personal
research interest of
Clinical Colour
Preferencing and how
this may be developed
for use in a range of
standard drawing
packages.

As intended for these regional events, delegates from all over the
South West supported the event, along with one or two who had
travelled from further afield. This helped to promote the SoC and
everyone enjoyed the day. It was particularly pleasing that a good
mix of established SoC members and new faces attended.

Site visits
The day included two site visits. First, a morning visit to the
Hydrographic digital imaging and pre-press areas to see at first
hand how the introduction of an integrated cartographic colour
management system had reduced costs and increased
consistency across a range of products within the Hydrographic
Office. Later, in the afternoon, a rare opportunity to examine some
highly coloured 15th century atlases and other cartographic
colour curios in the National Hydrographic Archives balanced the
day nicely, and served as a reminder that colour choice is not a
new issue.
Nick ended the day by sharing his personal research interest of
Clinical Colour Preferencing with us, and how this fascinating area
of study may be brought into mainstream thinking through his
attempts to develop a range of plug-ins for standard compilation
drawing packages.
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As anyone who has attended a previous SoC workshop will know,
the tradition of a constant supply of chocolate biscuits was
maintained, interspersed with a fine lunch.
Practical workshops sharing knowledge and experience between
peers are a hallmark of the SoC, and we welcome any
suggestions for future topics, or indeed new venues for themes
we have raised before.
Nick Tasker

Further workshop venues
are being finalised in
London and Glasgow for
later in the year. If you would
like to be kept informed of
the next dates, please send
an email to
nick@wembdon.com.

Practical workshops,
sharing knowledge and
experience between
peers are a hallmark of
SoC.
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ROYAL ACCOLADE FOR SOC MEMBER
SoC member and one of the “top ten” UK cartographers Mary
Spence has been honoured for services to Cartography in the
2004 New Year Honours list. The award of an MBE will be seen as
confirmation of her status as one of the most respected figures in
the cartographic world.

Mary Spence MBE

SoC member and one
of the “top ten”
UK cartographers
Mary Spence has been
honoured for services to
Cartography in the 2004
New Year Honours list.

Mary is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, a Fellow and
Council member of the British Cartographic Society and a
Member of the Society of Cartographers. She has enjoyed a
varied career working initially with Pergamon Press, GeoProjects
(UK) Ltd as Cartographic Editor and in 2002 as Project Manager
of Global Mapping (Brackley), a company which specialises in
diverse aspects of mapping including aerial photography.
Delegates to the joint SoC and BCS Summer School/
Symposium will recognise Mary’s work as a freelance consultant
to British Waterways from her presentation to that audience about
her work developing their prestigious Waterways website.
We all want to congratulate Mary on her award which also
provides further official recognition of our discipline at the highest
level.

UK CARTOGRAPHY COMMITTEE
On behalf of the SoC I attended a meeting of the UK
Cartography Committee in London on 18 December 2003. The
following are notes extracted from the minutes of the meeting.

The UKCC noted the
need to be alive to the
aims and priorities of
other associations and
societies in the field.

Much of the business was related to International Cartographic
Association matters – on which this committee is the UK voice.
There were comments about speakers NOT appearing at the ICA
conference, despite papers being accepted and programmed.
There was some discussion on the ICA Strategic Plan, which
Mike Wood was heavily involved in producing. Mike commented
that it had included a SWOT analysis, and that it was considered
important to identify threats so that they could be turned into
opportunities (does that sound familiar?).
In a further challenge to “traditional” cartography the ICA are
considering a name change to International Association for
Cartography and Geographic Information (Science) – or one of
several other variants. The UKCC noted the need to be alive to
the aims and priorities of other associations and societies in the
field. It was noted that there has been a downward trend in ICA
membership.
Steve Chilton
UKCC representative
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NEW PUBLICATION
JOURNAL OF MAPS
A NEW MULTI-DISCIPLINARY, INTERNATIONAL
JOURNAL
Website: http://www.journalofmaps.com
Launch: 4th May 2004
CONTACT: Mike J Smith, School of Earth Sciences and
Geography, Kingston University, Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey,
KT1 2EE michael.smith@kingston.ac.uk
We are pleased to announce a “call for papers” for the newly
created Journal of Maps (JoM). The establishment of JoM has
come out of the realisation that academic map publication is in
gradual decline. JoM will provide a channel for researchers to
publish map based material not normally accepted by traditional
journals that can then be referred to and viewed by others.
JoM has been established as a UK charity, aiming to publish
original, bespoke, maps from any discipline. The editorial panel
has been specifically put together to provide a broad range of
knowledge, expertise and experience. As a journal, we suspect
that initial emphasis will be upon traditional geo-subjects,
however other subject areas will be strongly encouraged to
submit original work.
JoM is an entirely electronic, online journal. All published material
will be given away freely and therefore JoM has opted to follow a
reverse publishing model. The author will pay a nominal fee to
cover the review and distribution process. The journal’s website
(http://www.journalofmaps.com) will provide a fully searchable
front-end to JoM’s published materials. We accept that not
everyone will want to view maps electronically and therefore all
materials will be of press publishable quality.

JoM is an entirely
electronic, online
journal. It will provide a
channel for researchers
to publish map based
material not normally
accepted by traditional
journals that can then
be referred to and
viewed by others.

In order to use the online facilities of JoM, a user needs to register.
Basic registration allows access to published materials; personal
details need to be provided in order to submit a map for
publication. The principal author will need to supply a press-quality
map and a short article ready for review. The article should describe
the data presented in the map and any pertinent techniques used
during the collection/mapping process. The principal author should
also supply the details of two people who may act as external
referees; these persons should not have recently published with the
author(s) or work at the same institution. When submitted, an article
will be reviewed by two members of the editorial panel, in addition
to the two external referees.
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SOC/BCS
The committee – on behalf of the Society – is still commited to
holding further discussions with BCS about future relationships
between the sister societies. It is important that your committee
represents YOUR views on this important matter. I would just like
to repeat the message that was in the last Newsletter:
“We want to know what YOU think. If you have any views on this
subject, for example, the effectiveness of both societies in
providing for the representation of cartography in today’s world or
any further thoughts about the issues that the working group
should consider, then please either send them to Mike Shand by
email (secretary@soc.org.uk) or by post to Mike Shand,
Department of Geography & Geomatics, University of Glasgow,
Glasgow G12 8QQ.”

“We want to know what
YOU think. If you have
any views on this
subject, for example, the
effectiveness of both
societies in providing for
the representation of
cartography in today’s
world

We had a lively debate through CARTO-SOC a while ago, and
another at the AGM at Reading. However, now that various points
of view have been put across – ranging from “we only need one
cartographic society in the UK” right through to “we need to keep
the distinct flavour that IS the Society of Cartographers at all
costs” – it is important that individuals (re)consider their views
and make sure they are made known as appropriate. So, please
let us know what you think. We are committed to meeting with
BCS (in some forum to be determined) in order that we may both
report back to our respective AGMs. I want to ensure that this
meeting takes place with your representative(s) fully briefed, and
that any proposal to the AGM (should that indeed be the outcome
– it might not) is made after full and frank discussions both
internally and across both societies. Let your Committee know
your views.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

OUT OF PRINT PUBLICATIONS
Several out of print issues of the SoC Bulletin are
currently available by prior arrangement with Tim
Absalom. The Bulletins will be made available to those
who want them on a first come first served basis so get in
touch urgently if you want to secure one.
Tim can be contacted at the Cartographic Resources
Unit at the University of Plymouth by telephoning
+44 (0)1752 233075 or by emailing
T.Absalom@plymouth.ac.uk
Steve Chilton
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON THE
SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
I have the entire collection of SoC Bulletins from the first ones
which we produced using copy dyeline paper and simply stapled
together. Probably I can say as the Grandfather of the Society that
I was so moved at that time to establish some kind of training for
all those isolated young cartographic illustrators. This led to me,
together with Prof Monkhouse, establishing at Southampton a
training course backed by the Institute of Science Technology.
Each Summer School in those days concentrated on practical
workshops, training in draughtsmanship and design. Soon
though, this was overtaken by the establishment of academic
courses at universities like Glasgow and elsewhere, and our early
efforts seemed to be forgotten.
The Society was obviously struggling for contributors to these
early Bulletins as, on checking my own records, I see that I
submitted no less than 8 papers between November 1964 and
June 1968. We were personally very much out of pocket in those
early days. No one funded us for our earliest contact meetings
with those isolated cartographers – who in the main received no
encouragement from their academic masters! I was fortunate in
that my boss, Prof Monkhouse, allowed me to take a Monday off
every couple of months and, at my own expense, I made contact
with a fair number of isolated cartographers working in colleges
and universities.
Alan Hodgkiss, our first Bulletin Editor, was also greatly
encouraged by his boss, Prof Robert Steele, as were Terry
Garfield and Bikki Wilson who were also founding members of
SUC, as it was then known. Generally though, that academic
attitude of superiority reigned unwittingly and it still shows itself at
our annual Summer Schools. Even recently at dinner at lovely
Reading University references were made to “mere technicians”.
In writing this I have just touched on our early history and how
much I have suffered for many capable map people who have
experienced this attitude when one does not possess a university
degree!
A Carson Clark
Founder member of SUC/SOC

Carson Clark

No one funded us for
our earliest contact
meetings with those
isolated cartographers –
who in the main
received no
encouragement from
their academic masters!
Are you a new member of
the Society of
Cartographers?
If so, we would be
interested in your views,
why you joined SOC,
what you hope to gain
from your membership,
what you’d like to see the
Society doing that we
aren’t already doing, and
what we could be doing
better.
If you would like to write a
few paragraphs for the
next issue of the
Newsletter, please get in
touch with the editor,
Gary Haley, by emailing
newsletter@soc.org.uk
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WALLIS AWARD 2004
Entries are invited from members of the Society of Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award (for
cartographic work completed during the period September 2003 to September 2004).
Entries should be accompanied by either a descriptive display panel or a written commentary,
giving background details and technical information relating to the method of production.
Submitted entries must comprise cartographic design or production undertaken in full or as
majority effort by a member of the Society of Cartographers.
Entries can be produced by either digital or traditional technology, in monochrome or multicolour and may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a publication or an atlas. The
criteria for judging will consider such factors as overall clarity; balanced layout and design;
aesthetic appearance; content fit for purpose; and the appropriate selection and use of colours,
type and symbology. The basis for the award is “excellence in cartography”.
The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr David Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus
a certificate for the successful entrant. Notification and details (particularily size and format) of
the entries should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, together with a note of your membership
number, as soon as possible and by 31 August 2004 at latest. The entry itself should either be
forwarded to the Hon. Secretary or submitted at the beginning of the Summer School.
Judging will take place during the week of the Cartography 2004 Summer School in Bristol
where all entries will be exhibited. Please print the following entry form and complete in full or
send the appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geography & Geomatics, University of
Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K.

WALLIS AWARD ENTRY FORM 2004
Title of entry
Name of entrant
Address/postcode

Telephone
Email
Organisation
Membership number
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SUMMER SCHOOL BURSARIES
The Society of Cartographers offers TWO bursaries to allow full attendance at their Annual
Summer School.
The bursary offer is open to student and overseas members only. Each bursary will cover a
Summer School full attendance package and registration. Travel costs to and from the SoC
Summer School will NOT be covered by the bursary.
The aim of the bursary is to give financial assistance to members who would otherwise be unable
to attend due to lack of other financial support. Submissions will be reviewed by the Bursary
sub-committee and successful applicants will be notified by 15th July annually.
The Annual Summer School of the Society is being hosted by the University of Bristol and will be
held from 6–9 September 2004. Details of the programme and contact details for the local
organisers can be found by visiting www.soc.org.uk or the official Summer School website at
www.ggy.bris.ac.uk/soc2004/index.htm
To apply for a Bursary please print the following application form and complete in full or send the
appropriate details to:

Mike Shand, Hon. Secretary, Department of Geography & Geomatics, University of
Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ, U.K.

BURSARY APPLICATION FORM
Name

Organisation

Address/postcode
Membership number

Membership category (tick one box)
Email

Student

Overseas

Comments to support this application

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS 30 JULY 2004
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VACANCY FOR
REVIEWS EDITOR
The current Reviews Editor
for the SOC Bulletin
Bob Parry is retiring from
his post at Reading
University and is standing
down as Reviews Editor for
the SoC Bulletin
to concentrate on his own
writing interests.
This means that the Society
is looking for someone to
take on this important task.
Bob took over the job in
Vol 25 no 2 in 1991 and has
since done an excellent job
editing the reviews section
for 25 issues. He has kindly
agreed to see the reviews
section into the next volume
(38 parts 1 and 2) which is
due out in late 2004. If
anyone is interested in
considering this job they are
welcome to contact me for
details of what it entails, and
I am sure Bob will be happy
to provide valuable advice to
anyone over this coming
year.
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

CARTO-SOC
(THE SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
ONLINE DISCUSSION GROUP)
The Society has created CARTO-SoC, a listserv (automatic
mailer) for the on-line discussion of practical cartography. Much
of the discussion concerns computer mapping using desktop
machines, though there are no restrictions whatsoever on the
topics that may be discussed. Any mail sent to the listserv is
automatically distributed to all subscribers. You may find this a
useful way of communicating with cartographers worldwide, and
getting help with a wide range of topics. Anyone (both members
and non-members) is welcome to subscribe to CARTO-SoC.
To subscribe to CARTO-SoC, send an Email to:
listproc@sheffield.ac.uk
with the message subscribe carto-soc ‘your full name’ in the body
of the mail.
(For instance, if you were called Gerardus Mercator, and wished
to subscribe, you would send the message
subscribe carto-soc Gerardus Mercator
to the address listproc@sheffield.ac.uk).
To send a message to CARTO-SoC, send an Email to:
carto-soc@sheffield.ac.uk
If your WWW browser is set up with your correct Email address,
you may subscribe directly from the SoC website. Simply type
subscribe carto-soc ‘your full name’ in the box, and send the
message.
To unsubscribe to CARTO-SoC, send an Email to:
listproc@sheffield.ac.uk
with the message
unsubscribe carto-soc
in the body of the mail.
CARTO-SoC archive
Monthly digests of previous CARTO-SoC mailings are available.
Up to March 1999 these are plain text files, and from then on
automatically generated HTML pages.
The address for more information or to access the archive is:

http://www.soc.org.uk/cartosoc/
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