
Beneath the ground lie many mysteries, secret burials, and

hidden treasures.

London is one of the great palimpsests of our time.

The land mass that it occupies is a document constantly

being re-written and each time leaving a layer of evidence

behind. Or more precisely ‘below’, for a new piece of the

layer-cake is built on top of the old, leaving a piecemeal

and multi-layered puzzle for us to unravel. Occasionally

we dig far below any of our own makings and into a dense,

dark and cold mass that tells of a far older story and fuels

our imagination.

London Subterranea geographically tracks several

things that exist under the surface of the city. It shines light

on a clandestine world of utilitarian tunnels and

passageways, and includes some folklore and legends

attached to certain places. The map is a concise

compendium of what I have learnt.

I gathered data from books, archives, websites,

contacts, and by making occasional journeys below the

ground. I tip my hat to MacDonald Gill’s highly detailed

works and Harry Beck’s iconic utopian tube map. The

underground lines are illustrated with their familiar

colours.

Also included is Duncan Campbell’s mapping of a

‘secret’ network of governmental tunnels under London

published in 1980. A collection of archaeological

discoveries from pre-history to the present, cemeteries,

mass burial sites and places of worship are shown
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Figure 1 ‘London Subterranea’, 2012. 131 x 163 cm. Archival inkjet & screen-print with gold acrylic paint. Edition of 50. 

© Stephen Walter, 2012. Reproduced by kind permission of the artist and courtesy of TAG Fine Arts.
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alongside well-known ley lines. The ‘ghost’ stations of the

transport network, the Post Office railway, epithets to the

‘underworld’ of crime, and the scenes of notable murders

are all pin-pointed.

I list past disasters and bombings; rename some

stations to rekindle the area’s past and anoint emotions to

certain sections of the transport network. I also celebrate

the site of the Tyburn Tree. It is said to be where a traffic

island on Edgware Road meets Marble Arch, itself a

Roman road, and where 40,000–60,000 corpses – after

being hanged on the famous gallows – were buried in this

vicinity, some of which have yet to be exhumed.

At first I assumed that the imaginative side of the

project would come from rumours and perceptions of the

‘underworld’. However, the lengths to which the

authorities go in order to withhold information from the

public have made the task of finding and mapping them an

adventure in itself.

The bowels of London are its sewers. I celebrate

these on my map along with its lost but not yet dead rivers.

It is a map that seeks to be a talisman or a fuel-base for

those wishing to make further discoveries.

Biography
Stephen Walter’s works are an investigation into obsessive

drawing, semiotics and the phenomenon of place. Each

work is an intricate world in itself; a tangle of words and

symbols that make up a complex of hidden meanings and

wider contradictions. Through mainly drawing,

photography and printmaking, his artworks explore the

meaning of objects, the glory of maps, our place in the

World both as individuals and societies and touch on the

potential legacy that we bequeath to future generations.
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Figure 2 ‘London Subterranea’ (detail) 

© Stephen Walter, 2012. Reproduced by kind permission of the artist and courtesy of TAG Fine Arts.
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Figure 3 ‘London Subterranea’ (detail) 

© Stephen Walter, 2012. Reproduced by kind permission of the artist and courtesy of TAG Fine Arts.
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