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Once again a superb SoC summer school took place at Glasgow University, organised 
by Mike Shand and his (small) team. Reports from the event are included in this 
newsletter. It was a suitably appropriate way to celebrate the 50 years of the Society, 
back where it all started. It gave me particular pleasure to present Mike Shand with the 
Society Award at the annual dinner. He is only the fourth member to be granted this 
honour, and it is so richly deserved. He has worked tirelessly on behalf of the Society 
over the years, and has been a rock of a secretary for many years now.

Plans are already well advanced for next year’s SoC conference, which will be held 
jointly with the British Cartographic Society. It will be held in York in the week of 6 
September. Further details are in this newsletter and the call for papers will follow 
shortly. I really hope that members will attend, contribute and share their experiences 
on this occasion. It is conceived by both societies as being a completely integrated 
event, yet still having the flavour and components of the two individual events. A tough 
ask, but we have done it twice before, in Reading (in 2003) and in Oxford (2000).

I have been to a couple of meetings with BCS colleagues to get the plan for this 
conference together. One was held in the RAF Club, and I had a nice surprise when 
walking down the corridor there as I bumped into Roger Anson. He was looking 
chipper, and it was great to have a short chat with him. I must tell him one day what a 
huge influence he was in my earlier life. I may not always have agreed with him on the 
cartography course at Oxford (when he tutored me), but he (and Mike Childs) heavily 
influenced my cartographic ‘career’ and set me on the path to where I am now.

The memorial book highlighting some of the best articles from the SoC Bulletin from 
the past 50 years was launched at the summer school in Glasgow. Alex Kent and I were 
joint editors, and we selected the papers to be included, and worked together on the 
production. I would like to acknowledge here the superb work of Martin Lubikowski in 
doing the layout, and of Alan Cuell (MC Print Services) in bringing this product together 
on such a tight deadline. The book has some fascinating insights into how cartography 
has changed and developed, including contributions from such luminaries as Alan 
Hodgkiss, Alan Collinson and Michael Wood, and an early paper from current President 
Danny Dorling. It is available to purchase from Waterstones and from Amazon, and 
very shortly will be available directly from the SoC website. We sold a good few copies 
at the summer school after the launch, and received some very good feedback. It really 
is a ‘must buy’ as it superbly illustrates the influence and topicality of the SoC and its 
publication.

In parallel with the book work, the Society has been working on a project to make 
available all the articles from early Bulletins – as PDF files via the website. Graham 
Allsopp has been ploughing through the massive scanning task, and the files are to 
be uploaded to the web shortly. Two committee members (Miles and myself) will be 
‘manning’ an SoC stand at the 2014 Mapping Showcase (Olympia) on 4 December, 
which is always a good networking opportunity and a chance to recruit new members 
from the wide range of map-related visitors to the show. Copies of the SoC book will 
also be on sale there.

Earlier this year I did some work with David Overton of SplashMaps, who won this 
year’s Wallis Award. It was ‘carto design consultancy’ (a grandiose term for it really) 
on the map we both wanted to produce of the Bob Graham Round, the iconic Lake 
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District challenge. It resulted from the challenge for SoC delegates to suggest new 
maps when he spoke at the conference held at Staffordshire University last year. It is 
now part of their series of specialist waterproof/fabric maps, and I was really pleased 
with the result. Unfortunately, it was produced just too late to showcase at the summer 
school. However, David has granted a 10% discount on it, and in fact all their range of 
maps, to SoC members. If you are interested, take a look at their website (http://www.
splash-maps.com/) and just enter ‘steve8’ in the coupon box at checkout to receive the 
discount on whatever maps you choose.

There have been the usual random media duties to perform as Chairman. Earlier in the 
year there was a request from a TV production company to do an ‘on camera’ piece 
for them. They were making a documentary for the Discovery Channel about mysteries 
on Earth that have been spotted by satellites. They said “One of the mysteries that we 
are going to feature is the disappearance of Sandy Island. Sandy Island was an island 
near to Australia that James Cook discovered. Recently it has been discovered that the 
island no longer exists and there are several theories as to how the island disappeared. 
These theories include the island being a pumice raft and the island never having been 
there in the first place. For the series we are looking to interview a cartographer to 
explain how mistakes can be made on maps by maps being duplicated.” When I saw 
they were called WAG TV I couldn’t resist! After spending some time negotiating with 
the university to have a commercial company filming on the premises, I was told that 
a modern office just wasn’t the location they wanted. After some research from them, 
they suggested the Hendon Town Hall, where there is a beautiful old ‘chamber’ room. 
Unfortunately, that was not possible, so we fell back on the Hendon Hall Hotel as a 
venue, which also has some suitably old looking rooms. I spent a pleasant couple of 
hours doing takes, explaining my views, and posing with my finger over the appropriate 
point on some old maps. Somehow they had persuaded some map specialist to loan 
them two very valuable old maps that showed the island for the day. You will have to 
wait for the programme to be released to find out what my views were. Considering it 
was being made for the American market it may never appear over in the UK!

I also fielded a request that came to Danny Dorling that he couldn’t fit in. It was an 
independent radio station called Radio Študent in Ljubljana (Slovenia). They were doing 
a radio show on different mapping cultures. The main aim of the particular episode 
of the show was “to show the difference between corporate cartography (meaning 
when corporations like Google produce maps) and community (individuals) based 
cartography, using open source software like OSM. Basically it is about how different 
cultures of mapping negotiate, produce, consume and perform cartographic 
knowledge.” I agreed to the request, but it never developed into an actual interview, 
which is a shame.

So, my actual career may be approaching wind-down but I am still pursuing every 
media opportunity that comes my way! Friends in the office wanted to know if I had got 
a plug in for my fell running book, and were surprised when I said I hadn’t – but had I?

Finally, let me wish you an excellent festive season and a prosperous 2015. I hope to 
see as many as possible of you at the joint BCS/SoC conference in September.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair
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University of Glasgow

REPORTS FROM THE 
50th ANNUAL SUMMER SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW
31 August - 2  September 2014

Official welcome
Head of the School of Geographical & Earth Sciences, Professor Maggie Cusack, 
formally opened the 50th SoC Summer School and welcomed those present to 
Glasgow, the University and the School.  Maggie gave a short overview of the crucial 
role played by former staff members Professor Miller, John Keates OBE, Professor 
Gordon Petrie and Mike Wood OBE in the founding of the Society here in Geography 
in 1964 and added that it was pleasing to see Gordon and Mike here today at the third 
time of hosting the event in Glasgow.   Maggie also commented on the continued 
support the School has given to the Society in its first 50 years through members 
Mike Shand as SoC Secretary for 27 years and Yvonne Finlayson as a member for 
over 20 years; both are also past winners of the SoC Wallis Award for ‘excellence in 
cartography’.  Reflecting also on 50 years of cartography teaching at Glasgow, Maggie 
added that the cartographic aims of the Society are still relevant today. She thanked 
Mike, Yvonne and Les for organising the event and wished the Society a successful 
50th Summer School and hoped that it would prove a stimulus for the next 50 years.

 

Mike Wood OBE & 
Professor Gordon 

Petrie

East Quadrangle, 
University of Glasgow
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John Hunt, 
Tim Fearnside and 

Huw Dobson

Past, Present and Future Cartographies 
Session 1

50 years of SoC - its contribution to cartography
Mike Wood, University of Aberdeen

Mike began his presentation by setting out the circumstances that lead to the founding 
of the ICA in 1959, BCS in 1963 (Leicester) and the SUC (SoC) in 1964 (Glasgow) and 
the main people behind their formation - Carl Mannerfelt, John Keates and A. Carson 
Clark respectively.  
Mike was at that first 
meeting of the SoC 
(SUC) in Glasgow, 
though he astounded 
the audience by 
revealing that he was 
almost prevented 
from attending by 
Fidel Castro no less 
- as he was almost 
stranded in the 
Caribbean on a sugar 
boat when the Cuban 
Crisis erupted - but he 
made it and as they 
say the rest is history 
!!   That 50 years 
of history formed 
the main theme of Mike’s presentation which I reckon included either the names or 
photographs of almost everyone and anyone who has played a role in the Society from 
Presidents to ordinary members - or marvellous people as he described them all.  As 
we all know Mike is also one of these marvellous people having served admirably as 
SoC President for 16 years and was also to become President of the ICA, the BCS and 
recipient of the OBE and the BCS Silver Medal for services to cartography. We all know 
him of course for his cartographic design skills as portrayed in his panorama and relief 
mapping.  The second part of Mike’s presentation looked at the achievements of the 
Society through its publications and activities together with the community of practising 
cartographers that grew around the Society and embraced the technological changes 
that have taken place in cartography over the past 50 years.  Mike concluded that 
with changes in membership numbers, the emergence of neocartography and other 
challenges in more recent years the SoC may face some difficulties at the start of the 
next half-century …...   but in the words of SoC Chair Steve Chilton in his book - It’s a 
Hill Get Over It !!

50 years of SoC (SUC) - past 
reflections
Tim Fearnside, Huw Dobson and John Hunt

This light-hearted and all too brief, unscripted 
session gave three long-standing members 
the opportunity to reflect on their personal 
experiences of the SoC.  Unfortunately founder 
member Carson Clark was unable to attend (he 
is now in his 80s) and so take part in this session, 
but he had conveyed his very best wishes to 
the Society and his many friends in attendance 
and hoped we enjoyed a special and successful 
Summer School.  Former Chairman Tim Fearnside 
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Steve Chilton - then 
and now!

took the floor first accompanied by a humorous caricature of him in his younger years 
by former SoC member and often Summer School cartoonist Alan Bartlett (all of his 
cartoons were on display upstairs).  Tim, a former graduate from Glasgow, reflected 
on how much he had enjoyed being part of the Society for many years and on his 
role as a lecturer in cartography at Swansea University and how the importance of 
education in cartography had developed through the years by making reference to 
several important text books including “Coordinate Systems and Map Projections” by 
Derek H. Maling.  

Former Chairman and Secretary Huw Dobson also commented on his satisfaction in 
being part of the SoC Committee and how attending the annual Summer School with 
its great atmosphere (Huw like others became a serial SS attendee) had helped him to 
network with other cartographers through the years.  Huw’s early career in cartography 
had developed at Oxford Brookes through the encouragement of lecturer Roger 
Anson.  Huw also made a special mention of the late founder member Rodney Fry and 
his contribution to the Society as Treasurer and friend to many.  

Finally former Secretary John Hunt reflected on his early years with the Ordnance Survey 
in 1962, initially as a survey assistant who then decided to become a cartographer partly 
as a means to seek a warmer working environment.  John reflected fondly on the drawing 

techniques and how he learned 
his trade; such as scribing with 
honed gramophone needles 
and latterly the revolution that 
the first Apple Macs would bring 
to university cartography with 
programmes such as MacDraw, 
MacPaint and eventually Adobe 
Illustrator as he moved career 
to Canada and eventually to 
the Open University where he 
organised our 25th Summer 
School.

Mike Shand
University of Glasgow

Session 2 

50 years of SoC - future directions for the Society and 
cartography
Steve Chilton, Middlesex University

In its 50 year existence, SoC (SUC) has seen the profession move from an emphasis 
on the preparation of the traditional paper maps via plastic based 
reprographics and lithographic printing through computer mapping 
(including GIS) to full digital map production and online presentation.  
During that process attitudes to geographical data access and 
information exchange have also transformed dramatically as has inter-
communication (between professionals including Society members) 
through electronic messaging, mail and online social media. Thus 
the future character and public manifestation of the Society is 
challenged as it enters the next 50 years. Some effects of such 
development were highlighted by the two speakers in this Session. 
Having experienced 47 of those years myself, I can appreciate their 
dilemma in composing a summary of the roller coaster evolution 
firstly of the profession itself and secondly of the prime cartography-
focused education institution of the era.
Both speakers are the product of well-recognised establishments in 
the cartographic field, Steve Chilton came to cartography through 
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East Quadrangle,
 University of Glasgow

Celebration cake

the Oxford Brookes University course, established by Roger Anson. He spent 
much of his career practising map production while also maintaining an 
interested overview of the subject area while at Middlesex University.  David 
Forrest, a graduate of the Topographic Science course at Glasgow completed 
further research at home and abroad before returning to Glasgow to lecture 
and subsequently lead the ongoing incarnations of Topographic Science.

In his talk, Steve recalled his impressions on the evolution of cartography from 
the scribing and masking days of colour map production in a world dominated 
by OS, military survey and large commercial companies to a time when 
individual cartographers working on their home computer began to compete 
with those established organisations who in turn were downsizing their editorial 

and drafting sections. There followed an era of more available digital data and new 
world mapping  through leaders such as Open Street Map in which he has always 
played an active part. From his various posts at Middlesex he survived the roller coaster 
effects of the digital revolution and with that experience reflected on elements which 
impacted on cartography not only as a discipline but also a vocation. Given his more 
recent work with the ICA commission on Neocartography, his talk also highlighted the 
democratisation of mapping particularly in terms of  online map sources and links from 
which are derived map-related representations in an increasingly diversified range of 
uses and applications. 

50 years of Cartography and Geomatics teaching at 
Glasgow
David Forrest, University of Glasgow

Based on the same revolution, David Forrest identified the impacts on institutional 
education over the period. In this case the story from Glasgow University was driven on 

one hand by aspects such as employer demands, 
the need for progressive skills and quality graduate 
employment prospects while on the other, political 
and policy demands at both national and local level.  
The resulting evolutionary pattern, if it can be seen 
as such, was a series of degree and postgraduate 
schemes with a variety of names, albeit consistently 
related to mapping and surveying, but necessarily 
employing  contemporaneous buzz words of 
the time such as  Geomatics, Geoinformatics, 
Geographical Information and Mapping depending 
on the priority of the moment.  Through the last 25 
years especially, the upheaval across employment 
patterns and educational policy at university level in 



7

SoC Newsletter November 2014

society generally were reflected in his presentation and as a now-retired member of 
that academic fraternity who also experienced similar fluctuations, I hope the School 
(Department/ Faculty) can maintain the output of cartographically literate graduates 
well into the future. 
Thanks are due to both contributors for their insights into that exhilarating 50 year 
period. 

Tim Fearnside, MapMan

The Impact of Maps, Cartography 
and Mapping Technology

Session 3

Society and Social Geography - designing a new social 
atlas of Europe
Danny Dorling and Ben Hennig, University of Oxford

Ben and Danny spoke about their collection of new cartograms in their latest publication, 
called ‘The Social Atlas of Europe’. The aim of the new atlas is to illustrate the closeness 
and similarities between countries, rather than the, often felt, disconnection.

Ben and Danny displayed a number of cartograms from the atlas, while discussing their 
overall aims and various techniques used to help minimise the differences between 
all the European countries. This was an interesting talk, which looked at the social 
connections of Europe through cartograms and highlighting many ways Europeans 
can feel closer to each other. 

Mapping Scotland’s Soil Resources
Allan Lilley, James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen

Allan talked about the history and process of mapping the natural resources 
of Scotland in the second half of the 20th century.

The talk covered changes to soil collection and storage methods through 
to making the soil data available to everyone via web 2.0 technologies. 
Various maps, covering subjects such as topsoil organic carbon content, soil 
capability and groundwater vulnerability, were created and are available to 
external parties. A National Peatland database was developed to hold data 

This cartogram shows 
Vulnerability of 

European regions
 to climate change
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from all peat surveys taken between 1957 and 
2000.

In addition to the maps and databases, the 
James Hutton Institute holds 14,000 soil profiles 
and 43,000 dry samples, weighing a total of 4.8 
tonnes.

Overall, this was a stimulating talk that discussed 
the challenges faced over the years with changing 
technologies, storage of soils and keeping survey 
data up-to-date.  

Stuart Gill,
 Coventry University

Session 4
Old maps and new web technologies: practicalities, impact 
and potential
Chris Fleet, National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh

Chris talked about making old maps available using new technologies. He looks after a 
collection of 2 million maps, 87,000 of which are made available on line, less than 5% of 
the total. Some 57,000 people access the digital map collection a month through half 
a million page views. Chris suspects this is an underestimate given the other routes 
to these maps including those copied. His part of the entire digital site at the National 

Library receives twice as many hits as other parts 
of the library’s digital service. He tries to make as 
much as he can freely available on the web, but a 
small proportion is charged for.

The digital services provided by the National 
Library increasingly use open source software 
although Arc is still the GIS employed. Users can 
search geographically and then open up jpegs 
and easily zoom in on them. Once all maps are 
georeferenced with bounding boxes users can 
find all maps for an area. The data is then not 
just made available through the library but via the 
website Scotland’s Places and “Old Maps Online”, 
the world’s largest repository of such images.

On the National Library’s own site transparency 
slides are used to see change over time between 

http://sifss.hutton.ac.uk/
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National Library of 
Scotland - A couple of 

examples of the 
diverse range of maps 

maps or to compare levels of generaltion. “A great way to waste hours and hours” as 
Chris joked. This all works because they use Map-Tiler which is so fast that terrabytes 
of data can be interegated of out-of-copyright 1920s to 1940s maps, distributed over 
four servers so that any request for any tile at any time can be serviced without hiccups. 
Once the popular website “where’s the path” linked through up to 6 million requests 

which had to be dealt with.

Everyone from Secret-Wiki-Scotland 
(interested in military and other 
secret sites) through to metal 
detecting enthusiasts to groups 
with interests in roads have been 
accessing these sources. But small 
groups such as school children in 
Elgin have also carried out projects 
using these sources.

FutureMaps - Glasgow takes 
groundbreaking step to OpenData
Cyril Dyer, Future Cities Demonstrator Programme, 
Glasgow City Council

Glasgow won the competition to showcase one 
city and show just how much open data could be 
made available for that one place, be used to help 
solve problems for the city and to visualise the city. 
Although they mainly use local authority data, they 
collaborate far and wide, and find that about 50 
datasets are seen as valuable. This includes data on 
footfall, how people move around the city, and the use 
of technology across the city. Some 400 datasets are 
to be made available in October 2014. 350 datasets 
are already up, and a further 200 are in the pipeline. 
Some 45 major stakeholders are involved. The data 
includes everything from the location of bike shops, 
through to cycle routes and even the locations of 
cycle racks to lock your bike too. They get data from 
sources that include Tom Tom, the sat-nav company.
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A few of the illustrations 
Alex Kent used to depict 
the variety of influences 

on cartography

Arthur H. Robinson

Landscape artistry
Sustenhorn 

(Heinrich Berann)

Peters World Map 

The perils of relying on 
a Sat Nav

With a total of 2,500 resources within their datasets, one key challenge is to order 
the data to show what is possible, to characterise the various datasets and group 
them by subject. To give one example of how the data is used Cyril showed trying to 
locate where a particular swing-park (playground) could be located within part of the 
city, to allocate some £20,000 of funding. To achieve this dash-boards are provided 
giving easy routes into the data. Another example of use was the Glasgow marketing 
board wanting better information to use to sell the city.  Another involved employment 
services and the problems of getting young people back into work, they compared 
data on problems with affording bus fares to get to job interviews with data on who 
can’t afford to feed the electric meter.

The kinds of service they offer range from showing members of the public the places 
nearest to them which have benefited from the Commonwealth Games through to 
helping people who wanted to go to Alcoholics Anonymous meetings see where and 
when they are held and what the doorways look like from street-view. At the other 
extreme they are using advanced visualisation to show distributions of, say, accidents 
on the motorway and change over time in 3D animations. Footfall in the city centre and 
job loses across the city were also animated. They next aim to begin to predict the 
future, to then intervene to solve problems before they happen; from crime prevention 
through to accident alleviation.    

Danny Dorling
University of Oxford

Map Design & Layout for Printed and Digital Media
Session 5

A profession less ordinary? Reflections on the life, death and 
resurrection of cartography
Alex Kent, Canterbury Christchurch University

SoC Bulletin editor and Vice-President 
of the British Cartographic Society, 
Alex Kent, engaged the early morning 
audience with a highly illustrated 
talk, sharing his clear enthusiasm 
for maps and map design. As 
well as reflecting on influences on 
cartographic design over the history 
of the Society, Alex also shared his 
insight on contemporary issues and 
the resurgence of interest in map use 
in recent years.
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Recent Blog post

http://www.ord-
nancesurvey.co.uk/
blog/2014/11/carto-

graphic-design-princi-
ples-understanding-of-

user-requirements/

Aligning cartography with Ordnance Survey data products
Christopher Wesson, Ordnance Survey

In recent years there has been 
a resurgence of interest in map 
design within the doors of the 
Ordnance Survey. This applies 
not only to in-house products, 
but in providing guidance and 
assistance for customers of 
Ordnance Survey data products. 
The recent release of OS 
OpenData products at a wide 

range of scales has significantly increased the use of OS data, but many of these 
new users do not have the cartographic design skills to transform the data into useful 
maps. To address this skills shortage, the cartographers at the OS have developed a 
range of stylesheets to make it easy to create some 
basic designs when their data is imported into GIS, 
see: www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/resources/carto-
design/cartographic-stylesheets.html. 

These stylesheets typically include options for 
a more-or-less finished topographic map in the 
traditional Ordnance Survey style, or a map 
designed specifically as a backdrop for the 
user to plot their own data, using the OS data as 
contextual information and at a lower level in the 
visual hierarchy. Chris took us through the process 
of applying these stylesheets, not only using open 
data, but also using open software, so the examples 
could be applied and experimented with by anyone 
without cost. The OS are to be applauded for this 
initiative as much time is wasted in GIS applying 
basic graphic variables when data is imported. 
Using stylesheets not only speeds up this process, 
it ensures at least a basic cartographic standard 
ensues, but there is information in the user guide 
about applying modifications to the basic styles; so 
there is still scope for individuality.

David Forrest 
University of Glasgow

Session 6 

Atlas and commercial map design
Sheena Barclay, Collins Bartholomew

Attention turned to commercial mapping in Session 6, with two speakers from contrasting 
companies which are both creating maps commercially, but for very different markets. 
Sheena Barclay oversees operations at Collins Geo, the geo information division of 
HarperCollins Publishers in Glasgow. She detailed the issues and processes involved in 
delivering a huge range of published map and atlas products, and geographic data, to 
many markets around the world – from the renowned Times Atlas of the World through 
educational products to recent digital products including the Collins Atlas app. There 
appears to be continuing demand for high quality, well-designed and authoritative 
printed products despite the rapid growth of digital products.
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The unusual challenges to making maps 
for tourists in East Africa
David Watson, Photoprint Scotland (Safari Maps Kenya)

David Watson runs Photoprint Scotland, publishers of maps 
of the national parks and conservation 
areas of Kenya, mainly for the 
tourist safari market. With a varied 
background, but with experience 
in the production of orienteering 
mapping, he came to be mapping 
these regions of west Africa after 
seeing the poor state of existing maps 
and persuading the park authorities 
there that he could do better. Because 
of the unreliability of much native 
mapping, he and his wife Rosemary 
visit Kenya frequently, and work with 
staff within the parks to ensure their 
maps are as up-to-date and accurate 
as possible.

Mick Ashworth
Ashworth Maps and 

Interpretation Ltd

 

ICA Commission on Neocartography
Session 7

Designing fast, responsive maps with ‘Mapbox studio’: 
cartography for everyone

Artem Pavlenko

Artem treated us to a thorough run-through of the features of Mapbox 
Studio. After explaining some of the background and showcasing some 
examples, he went on to demonstrate the software’s ability to easily 
create a vector map of the whole world from OpenStreetMap data. Some 
complicated style changes were setup in the working pane, which were 
immediately reflected in the display panel. The resulting map of ‘pubs 
of the world’ was very impressive, including vignetted water features, 
and symbols and text that changed their display characteristics as the 
display scale changed. 

More info at: www.mapbox.
com/mapbox-studio/
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The (OpenStreetMap) state of Scotland 2014
Chris Fleming 

Chris Fleming gave a fascinating summary of the work he, and many others, 
have been doing to enhance the data in OpenStreetMap for Scotland. This 
included holding mapping parties to engage new communities in the work. 
He had interesting statistics on the increase in data for various selected 
tags, and also showed some tools for checking and correcting the data. He 
used the example of the recently opened John Muir Way to show how OSM 
is quicker, and better, at showing such new features. He also had some 
examples of the use of OpenStreetMap data by Scottish organisations and 
individuals. 

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University

Session 8 

Open source  cartography: map design with QGIS
Heikki Vesanto (thinkWhere, Stirling)

Heikki created history by giving a talk using only the QGIS software he was presenting 
about: this he realised by having saved his Powerpoint slides as images and then geo-
referencing them as layers in QGIS!  He concentrated on the powerful cartographic 
features added to QGIS in the recent versions, which he demonstrated by a range of 
examples from his working practice. The possibilities to drive powerful visualisations 
through data properties he demonstrated were impressive.  New rendering tools, such 
as photoshop-type blending modes, makes for useful new symbolisation possibilities. 
He ended with an example using the Atlas generator. With this tool one can create 
a whole atlas driven by a dataset of boundaries, such as the series of underground 
station maps of Glasgow he created on the fly.

His blog is at: 
http://chrisfleming.org/
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www.stevenkay.co.uk

Adventures in cartography with free and open source tools 
Steven Kay (GeoGeo)

In his talk, Steven bombarded the audience with an amazing spectrum of visualisations 
created by the use of a wide range of Open Source tools. He showed us the things 
that can be done by “coding cartography”, i.e. the use of programming and scripting 
in software not usually regarded as cartography or even GIS tools (such as the 3D 
animation software Blender).

And although the 
results were, as he 
readily admitted, not 
always cartographically 
“correct”, they amazed 
the audience with their 
creativity, lateral thinking 
and unexpected views. 
From his work, and the 
discussion following 
his talk, it became 
clear that the input of 

such computer science 
skills within cartographic 
workflows brings a potential 
for new and exciting maps.

 Barend Köbben
ITC University Twente

SoC archive display

The SoC archive delved into the history of the Society over the past 50 years, exhibiting 
a number of items from the past. A poster listing all past Wallis Award winners from 
1975 was accompanied by a short description of the award with examples of the work.

Within the archive, there were a number of old photos 
and programmes from past Summer Schools. A 
few posters with humorous cartoons created over 
the years by Alan Bartlett were on display, which 
were of interest to everyone but in particular newer 
members who would find them intriguing in the way 
they highlighted different characters who attended 
the past Summer Schools.

The display included various cartographic 
equipment from the past, such as scribing tools, 
French curves and Rotring pens. SoC members 
had the chance to use this equipment and practise 
their scribing skills throughout the Summer School. 
This was a bit of fun for newer members who had 
never scribed before. 
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Govan Stoners - happy 
winners!

Happy losers!

Thank you to the committee for setting up an excellent archive 
display that brought fond memories back for longer standing 
SoC members and new insights for more recent members.

Stuart Gill
Coventry 

University

SoC Annual Quiz

This event was held in the quaintly named Hillhead Bookclub which must be one of 
Glasgow’s more curious heritage buildings. It is actually a converted picture house 
originally called ‘The Salon’. It was built in 1912-13 in what 
was then regarded as an ‘aristocratic neighbourhood’, finally 
closing in 1992. After lying derelict for six years it has been a 
restaurant/bar in various guises ever since. It has a friendly, 
welcoming feel although dimly lit and it was no brighter 
upstairs where we were allocated an area for our supper and 
quiz.

After a superb Scottish supper - plenty of fat and carbs - we 
were all fired up as the quiz got going! It was soon clear we 
should have brushed up on our Glaswegian, then following 
the 50th anniversary theme, Round 2 entitled 1964-2014 was 
much harder especially if you were not even born before 
1964. Lots more maps and cartography plus the statutory 
photo round made it all good fun and lots of hilarity as people 
squinted in the gloom, employing smart phones as torches. 

The winners were Govan Stoners,  but it was a close finish, and I noticed they had a 
clear advantage with a team of six! As it turned out the team called ‘Cartographers in 
the Dark’ were aptly named! 

Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University
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Of course there was 
haggis!

Our President - 
Danny Dorling

Steve Chilton presents 
the Society Award to

 Mike Shand

SoC 50th Anniversary Dinner, Òran Mór, Byres Road

For the Society’s 50th Annual Dinner we made our way to the top of Glasgow’s lively 
Byres Road to Òran Mór – a former church now converted into an ‘entertainment 
venue’, with bar, restaurant and club. Famous in the city for its “A Play, A Pie and A 
Pint“ lunchtime theatre, it was a suitably special venue for the 50th celebrations.

The food was fantastic 
and both the wine 
and the conversation 
flowed freely.

After the meal Steve 
Chilton gave his 
Chair’s speech, 
reflecting on the future 
of the Society but 
also on times past 
and some of those 
influential former 
members who were 
not able to share the 
celebrations with us. 
In his speech President Danny Dorling came up with the intriguing idea of introducing 
the ‘Gromit’ award, the antithesis of the Society’s Wallis Award for excellence in 
cartography. For the Gromit Award, excruciating examples of cartography could be 
submitted and the best (worst?) be presented at next years’ conference dinner.

Next came the announcement of the Wallis Award winner, which this year was David 
Overton from SplashMaps for his company’s fabric maps, ideal for exploring the 
great outdoors. This was followed by the presentation of the Society Award – for only 
the fourth time since its inception in 1999 – to long-serving Honorary Secretary Mike 
Shand, who has served the Society for 27 years in that role. The Award takes the form 
of an inscribed Quaich, and it was duly filled with single malt and passed amongst the 
diners, as befits the ‘cup of friendship’.

The final ‘formal’ part of the evening was to announce the winner of the ‘guess the 
length of the Chair’s speech’ sweepstake. Retiring Newsletter editor Rosie Duncan 
came nearest to the time of 13 minutes and 2 seconds and, to enthusiastic applause, 
donated the money to the charity Save the Children.

The party ‘broke up’ at 
about 11pm but, as the bar 
upstairs had a late licence, 
few were in any hurry to 
retire and the discussions – 
cartographic or otherwise - 
continued well into the early 
hours. A splendid evening.

Tim Absalom
University of Plymouth
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http://www.splashmaps.net/

SOCIETY NEWS

Wallis Award 2014
This year’s Wallis Award was won by SplashMaps beating stiff 
competition for the Society’s coveted annual award for ‘excellence in 
cartography’ with its unique ‘Tour du Nord’ fabric map series. The maps, 
developed in conjunction with transport experts Steer Davies Gleave, 
were created for the highly successful Yorkshire-based opening stages 
of the 2014 Tour de France.

This pioneering UK company 
creates innovative maps using 
open source data on high tech 
fabric for cyclists and outdoor 
adventurers. The Tour du Nord 
maps were designed to encourage 
as many spectators as possible to 
get on their bikes and follow the 
event.

BBC - One Show

By coincidence back in September, and during our 50th Summer School, 
the BBC One Show did a feature with Michael Palin about his new volume 
of diaries which included a short section on the evolution of mapping.  It 
featured Summer School speaker Chris Fleet of the Map Room at the 
National Library for Scotland and the technique of copperplate map 
engraving, at Collins Bartholomew (whose Sheena Barclay spoke at the 
Summer School) It also featured SoC Secretary Mike Shand demonstrating 
the mapping skill of scribing and Jethro Lennox talking about the digital 
production of the Times Comprehensive Atlas of the World.
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Published: 01/09/2014

Publisher: Society of 
Cartographers

ISBN: 9780993008900

Cartography: a Reader: Celebrating 50 Years of the Society 
of Cartographers
by Steve Chilton (Editor), Alexander J. Kent  (Editor)

Steve and Alex have done sterling work over the last year or so to compile this special 
anniversary publication which makes for a fascinating read; nostalgia to some and a 
revelation to others whose cartographic experience has been entirely in the digital age.

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Society of Cartographers, 
Cartography: A Reader presents a special selection of over 40 papers from the archive 
of The Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers, the Society’s respected international 
journal.

Arranged chronologically, the book charts the key technological and theoretical 
developments of cartography from the 1960s to the present through the work of 
leading authors, such as Danny Dorling, Peter Haggett, Henry Castner, Martin Kemp, 
Peter Vujakovic and Michael Wood.

The papers are complemented by a series of new essays, written by editors Steve 
Chilton and Alex Kent, which set the major advances of each decade in their wider 
context; from SYMAP to OpenStreetMap, and from the models of cartographic 
communication to critical cartography.

With 300 pages packed with colour and b&w illustrations, its unrivalled format and 
superb value make Cartography: A Reader an excellent introduction to the subject for 
students and mapmakers and for all with an interest in maps and mapping.

The authors:

Steve Chilton is Lead Academic Developer in the Centre for Academic Practice 
Enhancement at Middlesex University, and is Chair of the Society of Cartographers, 
and Chair of the ICA Commission on Neocartography.

Alexander Kent is Senior Lecturer in Geography and GIS in the School of Human and 
Life Sciences, Canterbury Christ Church University and is the Editor of the Society of 
Cartographers Bulletin, and Vice-Chair of the ICA Commission on Map Design. 

IN THE NEWS

  
Interactive language maps
Nick Evershed, The Guardian
20  September 2014
Maps of Australian language – swimmers v cozies, scallops v potato. A set of interactive 
maps showing the variety of words being used for the same article reveals the usage 
as you rollover the map.

http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2014/oct/20/-sp-maps-of-
australian-language-swimmers-v-cozzies-scallops-v-potato-cakes

The awkward jigsaw of England’s boundaries
Mark Easton, Home Editor, BBC News
8 November 2014
This is merely an illustration to a news article, but who in our Society can resist 
a map when they see one. The report is from the BBC’s Home Editor Mark 
Easton’s exploration of how the various regions see themselves, should there be 
constitutional reform in England. 
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Flickr photographs by 
luminance

Daily commutes into 
London

12 data maps that sum up 
London
Paul Kerley, BBC News Magazine
12 November 2014
This is a review of a new book London: The 
Information Capital by James Cheshire and 
Oliver Uberti. It includes some interesting 
data in map form, several of which are quite 
beautiful, notably the map depicting photo 
sharing on Flickr and the daily commutes into 
London.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-29915801

New Zealand keeps getting forgotten
Michael Daly, Stuff.co.nz
November 2014
It would seem to be just too easy to leave New Zealand off the map, from the game of Risk 
to a Moscow globe. Where are these cartographers that can’t be bothered to include New 
Zealand!
http://www.stuff.co.nz/world/63165077/weve-been-forgotten-from-worlds-maps

Contributed by Rosie Duncan
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WHAT’S NEW?

The social atlas of Europe

Author/Editor(s): Dimitris Ballas, Danny Dorling, 
Benjamin Hennig 
Publisher: Policy Press at University of Bristol
Format: Hardback, 256 pages, 190 x 270 mm 
Other formats available 
ISBN: 9781447313533
Published: 25 Jun 2014
Website: http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.
asp?K=9781447313533

About this book:
Many of us think of European countries as discreet entities—their own languages, 
cultures, food, and economies squarely contained within their national boundaries. 
But in fact Europe is at once a unified place and a sophisticatedly fragmented one, 
and national boundaries rarely reflect its social and economic realities. The social 
atlas of Europe is the first atlas to map Europe according to these realities, from the 
perspective of human geography rather than simply a political one. Using innovative 
full-color visualization methods, it reconsiders European identity through its many 
different facets: economy, culture, history, and human and physical geography, 
visualizing Europe and its people in a more fluid way, in some cases using maps 
without artificial national boundaries. It utilizes the latest available demographic, social, 
and economic data through state-of-the-art geographical information systems and 
new cartography techniques. Through these new visualizations, this highly illustrated 
book offers fresh perspectives on a range of topics, including social values, culture, 
education, employment, environmental footprints, health and well-being, and social 
inequalities and cohesion. It is a bold rethinking of Europe as we know it and will be of 
interest to anyone who wants to understand the continent in its truest form.   
Source: Publisher’s website       

JENNY’S TWEETS

Maps made from mobile phone records could help plan for the next tsunami or 
Ebola outbreak
http://theconversation.com/maps-made-from-mobile-phone-records-could-help-
plan-for-the-next-tsunami-or-ebola-outbreak-33706
via @owenboswarva

Mobile phones are now so ubiquitous and so much a part of ordinary life, even in 
poorer and remote parts of the world; thus providing an opportunity to access valuable 
information about population more accurately than many other methods e.g. census 
that can soon go out of date and cannot reflect the “weekly and seasonal dynamics of 
population movements within countries”. Contributed by Andrew Tatem, University of 
Southampton to The Conversation.

Growing old: population pyramids and maps of young and old in Europe
http://www.viewsoftheworld.net/?p=4201
via @geoviews

This is an interesting perspective on the European population by Age and Sex at 2012. 
For many like me, I can recall the theory from Geography classes long ago, but faced 
with the reality it can throw up many prospects that we may not wish to contemplate.
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SoC stand at the 
London Showcase 

2013

MapCarte 308/365: Madaba Mosaic Map by Anon, 6th 
Century
http://mapdesign.icaci.org/2014/11/mapcarte-308365-
madaba-mosaic-map-by-anon-6th-century/
via @kennethfield

In complete contrast this example of a Byzantine 
representation of the Holy Land on the floor of a church 
in Jordan wows us with its beauty and craftsmanship. It 
is made entirely of mosaic tiles of marble, limestone and 
coloured glass.

Maps cats around the world based on social posts
http://iknowwhereyourcatlives.com/cat/a6564a2386
via @arnicas

For cat lovers or more worrying cat snatchers, this is a really geeky use of mapping. As 
an owner of two cats, whilst they are happy to be the centre of attention in the home, 
my guess is that they would prefer to prowl incognito in their own neighbourhood!

EVENTS

GeoData 2014 London Showcase
Now in its fourth year, this one-day event brings together companies and organisations 
from across the mapping industry. Free to attend.
Venue: ILEC Conference Centre, IBIS London Earls Court
Date: Thursday 4 December 2014
Time: 9.30 - 17.00

Website: http://www.geoinformationgroup.co.uk/training/geodata-2014-
showcase-london

Cambridge Seminars in the History of Cartography 2015

Venue: Gardner Room, Emmanuel College, Cambridge CB2 3AP
Time: 17.30
Contact: Sarah Bendall
Fellow and Development Director, Emmanuel College, Cambridge CB2 3AP
Telephone: +44-1223-330476
Website: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/deptserv/maps/camsem1415.html
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Tuesday 24 February 2015
Speaker: Lt Cdr Dr John Ash (Scott Polar Research Institute)
Title: Sea monsters to sonar: mapping the Polar oceans

Tuesday 5 May 2015
Speaker: Dr Renaud Morieux (Faculty of History and Jesus College)
Title:  Maps and seafarers in the English Channel (eighteenth century)

The Oxford Seminars in Cartography 22nd Annual Series

Thursday 29 January 2015
Title: Retracing the lines between mapping and geopolitics in Andean latin America
Speaker: Joe Gerlach, Jesus College Oxford
Venue: University of Oxford Centre for the Environment, South Parks Road, Oxford 
OX1 3QY
Time: 17.00 - 18.30 

Thursday 11 June                   
Title: From cosmopolitan exploration to colonial penetration: Germany and the 
colonial turn in the cartography of Africa
Speaker: Imre Josef Demhardt (University of Texas at Arlington)
Venue: Weston Library, Broad Street, Oxford, OX1 3BG
**** PLEASE NOTE - NEW VENUE FOR THIS SEMINAR ****
Time: 17.00 - 18.30
 

Thursday 7 May                     
TOSCA Field Trip – a visit to the Weston Library
(Space limited on the field trip - for further details, please contact: nick.millea@
bodleian.ox.ac.uk or 01865 287119)
 

For more information:
Contact: Nick Millea, Map Librarian, Bodleian Library, Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3BG
Email: nick.millea@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
Telephone: 01865 287119
Website: http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk

Maps & Society talks 2015
Venue: Warburg Insitute, School of Advanced Study, University of London. Woburn 
Square, London WC1H 0AB
Organiser: Warburg Insitute, University of London
Contact: Tony Campbell
Email: info@tonycampbell.info
Telephone: 020 8346 5112
Wesite: http://www.maphistory.info/warburgprog.html

15 January 2015
Title: ‘The World Map in the Fatimid Book of Curiosities (c.1050): Mathematical 
Geography between Late Antiquity and Islam’.
Speaker: Dr Yossef Rapoport (Queen Mary, University of London)

5 February 2015
Title:  ‘Pacific Frontiers: The Selden Map and the Redefinition of East Asia in the 17th 
Century’.
Speaker: Dr Robert Batchelor (Department of History, Georgia Southern University).

26 February 2015
Title: ‘An account so just and exact: Captain Narbrough’s voyage to South America 
1669-71 and its cartographical significance’.
Speaker: Captain Richard Campbell RN (Hakluyt Society Volume Editor) and Peter 
Barber (British Library).
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Future Summer 
School Venues

Would you like to host a 
Summer School?

If so, please contact 
Steve Chilton 

Email:
steve8@mdx.ac.uk

12 March 2015
Title:  ‘A Tricky Passage: Navigating, Mapping, and Publishing Representations of 
Tierra del Fuego in the Long 18th Century’.
Speaker: Katherine Parker (Department of History, University of Pittsburgh).

30 April 2015
Title: ‘Reforming Cartography: John Britton and The Topographical Survey of the 
Borough of St Marylebone (1834)’.
Speaker: Professor Stephen Daniels (School of Geography, University of Nottingham). 

14 May 2015
Title: ‘Getting Lost and Finding the Way. The Use, Mis-use and Non-use of Maps in 
the Peninsular War (1807–1814)’.
Speaker: Richard Smith, M.A. (Retired businessman and IMCoS member). 

28 May 2015
Title: ‘Putting Tibet on the Map: A 19th Century Cartographic Depiction by a Local 
Artist’.
Speaker: Dr Diana Lange (Institute for Asian and African Studies, Humboldt 
University, Berlin). 

GEOBusiness 2015
Date: 27-28 May 2015
Venue: Business Design Centre, London
Website: www.GeoBusinessShow.com
Call for papers submission deadline: 17 December 2014

Advanced information . . .
International Map Year 2015-2016
At the fourth session of the United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial 
Information Management at the UN Headquarters in New York this August it made the  
following resolution:

The committee endorse the International Map Year 2015-2016 as proposed by 
the International Cartographic Association as a valuable means to promote the 

importance of maps and Geoinformation.
Website: http://internationalmapyear.org/
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Far left old Newsletter Editor, 
second left Claire Ivison 

of ‘red pen’ fame
and far right new 

Newsletter Editor Stuart Gill

END NOTE

It is with considerable sadness that I have been pulling together my last Newsletter, but 
I am pleased and confident that the new editor Stuart Gill will pick up the reins and give 
it new life. Please give him your support.

It has been a privilege to serve on the committee as Newsletter Editor for the last seven 
years producing a round twenty newsletters and contributing to the life of the Society. It 
has all been good fun, the committee are a fine bunch of people, loyally committed to  
the good management of the Society. It has been a great experience and I urge others 
out there to get involved and help shape the Society for the future.

As I dash off to get my Senior Railcard and bus pass, I look forward to seeing as many 
of you as possible at next year’s Joint conference with BCS in York!

Ed

 

Next edition May 2015

  : @CartoSoC

       

  :facebook.com/SocietyofCartographer
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Minutes of 50th Annual General Meeting

University of Glasgow

Monday 1 September 2014

Members present: 31
Apologies:   C. Clark; G Haley; B Johnson; R Perkins; D Sherren

The meeting opened at 16.50 pm

1. Chair’s Introduction
Chair Steve Chilton welcomed all present to the 50th AGM of The Society of 
Cartographers Ltd. and highlighted how special this year was to the Society and its 
members.  He thanked the Committee for their support during the year especially with 
the extra workload and pressures brought about by our 50th Anniversary.

2. Minutes of the 49th AGM held at Staffordshire University, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Monday 2 September 2013 and matters arising.

 There were no outstanding matters arising and the minutes were adopted.

 Proposed:  Heather Browning Seconded: Jenny Kynaston
 The minutes were duly signed by Chair Steve Chilton.

3.  Society Reports  (full reports presented to AGM and published separately in 
the Newsletter)

 (a) Hon. Secretary’s Report
 (b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report
 (c) Bulletin Editor’s Report  (including Newsletter, Bulletin Subs., Publicity) 
 (d) Membership Secretary’s Report

Chair Steve Chilton informed those present that while no venue could be announced 
for the 2015 Summer School, informal talks had been held between Committee 
members and officers of the BCS with a view to hosting a joint event next year or in 
the near future.  If no offers were forthcoming for 2015, the fallback position could be 
a one-day event, possibly at Royal Holloway, London.

 Chair, Steve Chilton called for acceptance of the Reports en bloc.

 Proposed: Stuart Gill Seconded:  Tim Absalom

4. Election of 2014-2015 Committee

No new nominations had been received for the following posts; all were willing to 
stand again for re-election:

  Chair:   Steve Chilton  

  Membership Secretary:   Jenny Kynaston

  Bulletin Editor:  Alex Kent

  Bulletin Subs. Manager:  Jamie Quinn    

  Publicity Manager: Miles Irving

  Committee Member: Ben Hennig

  Proposed: Graham Allsopp Seconded:  Danny Dorling

The above nominees were duly elected en bloc to the Society Committee for 2014-15.
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New Nominees: 

Newsletter Editor:  Stuart Gill   
Proposed: Alun Rogers  Seconded: Drew Ellis

Committee Member:  Ian Truckell   
Proposed: Jenny Kynaston  Seconded: Miles Irving

The following two post holders agreed to be co-opted with a view to having new post 
holders in place before the 2015 AGM.

  Hon. Secretary:  Mike Shand 

  Hon. Treasurer: Heather Browning 

Rosie Duncan was thanked by the Chair for her sterling work as Newsletter Editor over 
7 years.  Rosie will produce her final Newsletter in November which will report fully on 
the 50th Summer School.

5. Any other business duly notified

A general discussion on the future directions of the Society took place with a number of 
constructive comments, observations and suggestions being made by those present.  
It was agreed that the Committee and the members should consider the following as 
ways forward for the Society:

• continue to communicate with the BCS and other mapping bodies

• to encourage and embrace new members from more diverse cartographic and               
 mapping fields

• be open to ideas and consider other models of running the Society, its    
 publications and its activities

• to encourage new blood to join the Committee on a regular basis

• to maintain our passion for mapping and the aims of the Society

• to continue to meet the needs of our membership

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 17.50 pm.

  Mike Shand
  Hon. Secretary

Honorary Secretary’s Report 2013-14

The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at Staffordshire University, 
Stoke-on-Trent.  Thanks go to local organiser Rosie Duncan and her colleagues for 
providing delegates of the Society with a very varied and interesting Summer School.

Two Committee meetings were held during the year; one at the University of Reading 
and one at the University of Glasgow.  Three Summer School Half-Bursaries have been 
awarded for 2014.  As there were no entries for the Wallis Award in 2012-13, the Award 
has been carried over and will be awarded in Glasgow for the 2 year period 2012-14 
and its value doubled.  A total of 10 entries had been received for the 2012-2014 Award.

Finally, the 2014 Summer School returned to the University of Glasgow for its 50th 
anniversary.  Offers are always welcome for hosts of future Summer Schools; please 
contact any Committee member if you wish to host the 2015 or future events.

Mike Shand 
Hon. Secretary
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 Honorary Treasurer’s Report, September 2013-2014

The accounts for the period 1 April 2013 to 31 March 2014 have been submitted to 
the independent examiner for analysis They should be finalised in good time for 31 
December deadline submission to Companies House. A new independent examiner 
has been appointed - Hodgson and Co, Derbyshire. Their costs are higher than the 
previous examiner, however I believe they are still a fair market price.

The accounts show in the year to 31 March 2014 a net deficit of £2834.05, based on 
income of £5196.38 compared with expenditure of £8030.43. The bank accounts as of 
31 March 2014 show a balance of £20619.72. The main cost incurred [compared with 
previous years] was committee members’ travel costs.

As at 21 July Bank account balance £21556.70.

Costs still to come out of the bank account

•	 President's travel costs to Glasgow
•	 Steve / Alex publishing and printing costs
•	 Summer School bursary costs
•	 Travel expense claim

Heather Browning
Hon. Treasurer

Membership Secretary’s report 

In the past year the membership details database has been maintained, new members 
have been welcomed, payment receipts have been sent, enquiries have been 
answered, member emails have been sent and non-payers have been chased for their 
subscriptions.

On 1 September 2014 Society membership stands at 128 members including 5 
honorary members. Since 2 September 2013 there have been 6 new members who 
have joined the Society and 14 members have left the Society. The individuals who 
have left the Society had either not paid their subscription fees in 2013 and 2014 or 
have requested cancellation.

There are 20 members who have outstanding 2014 fees. An invoice has been sent. 

Please contact the membership secretary with any changes in your details such as a 
change of address.

Jenny Kynaston
Membership Secretary

Bulletin Editor’s Report, September 2014

Volume 47 of The Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers was printed and distributed 
in June this year, with the cover design comprising excerpts from several Wallis Award 
winning maps (due to a lack of entries in 2013, which meant that no single design 
could be used).  Production Editor, Gary Haley continued to provide the layout for 
the Bulletin, with printing and distribution again undertaken by Culverlands Press Ltd., 
Winchester. Production and printing was again achieved to a very high standard.

This year’s Volume comprised a wide selection of articles, several of which were 
derived from presentations at the 49th Annual Summer School at Staffordshire 
University in Stoke-on-Trent.  Delays in the delivery of two papers in particular hindered 
our production schedule, but I took the decision to wait and include these rather than 
proceed to produce a Bulletin of inferior quality. For the regular sections, I am grateful 
to Ben Hennig for compiling Computers in Cartography and Events, while an essay 
review filled the Reviews section due to the lack of material (Stuart Gill had been 
appointed Reviews Editor but unforeseen circumstances at work have prevented him 
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from actually taking on the role).  A willing volunteer is therefore still required and I 
would be especially pleased to hear from an SoC member – full training will be given. 

In my 2011 report I noted that past Volumes of the Bulletin form an impressive archive of 
the technical development of cartography and expressed that more should be done to 
make this information accessible – possibly to publish a compilation book which would 
contain the most interesting, popular and substantial contributions to the Bulletin. I am 
delighted to say, having worked with Steve Chilton on such a project over the last year, 
a special book has been compiled, edited, designed, printed and delivered in time to 
celebrate the Society’s 50th anniversary in Glasgow. Together with the online archive, 
this offers an attractive, accessible and useful resource and a token of the substantial 
contribution made to cartography by the Society through its Bulletin. 

Alex Kent
Bulletin Editor

Newsletter Editor’s Report 2013-14

Over the past year two Newsletters have been produced in November 2013 and May 
2014. 

As I step down as Editor in December, I am pleased to say that Stuart Gill will be taking 
over as Newsletter Editor after the November edition is published.

I wish to thank Steve Chilton for never failing to conjure up the Chair’s piece at the 
last minute and I wish to say a special thank you once again to Claire Ivison who has 
ensured that the Newsletter maintained an excellent standard of English over the last 
six and a half years.

Rosie Duncan
Newsletter Editor

Bulletin Subscription Manager’s Report

Volume 48 (2014)
Invoices were sent out in May of this year, the current situation is as follows:
 •  31 paid
 •  4 outstanding
 •  3 complimentary
 •  25 potential subscriptions ‘in the pipeline’ (one agent doesn’t accept   
     invoices sent too far in advance of the publication month)
 •  2 non-renewals since Volume 47

We therefore have a total of 63 potential subscribers identified at this point in time for 
Volume 48.

Outstanding invoices will be followed up in October, which will include a reminder letter 
for those with outstanding Volume 47 subscriptions.

Jamie Quinn
Bulletin Subscription Manager

Publicity Manager’s Report 2014

In my first full year of this role I have mainly been concentrating on preparations for 
our 50th Anniversary including:

• tracking down former Wallis award winners and creating a display 

• Printing of promotional materials for use at events including the Mapping   
 Showcase and mini carto-soc in London. Also attending and organizing such   
       events helping to further promote the Society. 
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• Tweeting on behalf of the society and contributing to the Facebook page. As well  
 as LinkedIn and Wikipedia 

• Using social media to advertise and promote our events. 

• Trying to standardise the use of our ‘corporate identity’ and also trying to collate  
 our shared wealth of archive material, data, and production files. 

In the coming year I aim to revamp our printed literature, grow our social media 
presence, contribute to the newsletter, and possibly redesign parts of the website. 

Thanks to Jenny Kynaston for her help and support throughout the year.

Miles Irving
Publicity Manager




