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Although there is a lot going on, it all seems to be in my head and not flowing to the 
fingertips at the keyboard – so a short note from me this time around.

We had a very successful annual conference at Plymouth University this year, which I 
don’t need to say much more about, except to say thanks to Tim, Jamie and Brian as 
the main organisers. There is a comprehensive set of reports on the various sessions in 
this newsletter, and some further materials are released through the website at: http://
www.soc2011.soc.org.uk/. Next year’s conference is to be from 3-5 September at UCL 
in London, and will be coordinated by Miles Irving. Keep on eye on the 2012 website for 
more details: http://www.soc2012.soc.org.uk/.

SoC business carries on as usual, much of which your committee carries on in the 
background and may hardly be noticed, but is important for the running of such an 
organisation; so can I formally thank my fellow committee members for all their diligent 
work on behalf of all members. External duties for myself have included attending a UK 
GeoForum, but unfortunately missing a UK Carto Committee meeting due to another 
commitment. Similarly, my commitment to the ICA Commision on Neocartography 
is beginning to kick in. The website is now in place (thanks to my co-chair Manuela 
Schmidt) at http://neocartography.icaci.org/. If you are interested you can sign up there, 
and also connect to RSS feeds. All ICA chairs have been called to a two-day meeting in 
Vienna at the end of this month. This will be a good chance to see how this part of ICA 
is supposed to be working, get up to speed myself, but also to meet and talk with some 
of the other chairs whom I know, and also those that I don’t.

One of the big events coming up that the SoC is involved in is the Mapping Showcase 
(on 1 December), which is part of the London Mapping Festival. We have a stand at the 
event, and will be publicising the activities and advantages of joining the Society. We 
are also working in collaboration with colleagues from the OpenStreetMap project to get 
attendees out mapping – by adding detail to the OSM coverage of the immediate area 
around the venue (Emirates Stadium). It should be possible to get some data collected, 
edited on the spot and show the results (as long as there are some OSMers available 
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to support the work, and that the venue has good wifi connection).  This is designed to 
show how to help attendees embrace neocartography ideas and show how participatory 
cartography is these days – and also the real value of crowdsourced geodata. As well 
as sharing manning the stand, I am giving one of the keynote presentations, entitled 
“Neocartography: the crowd and the cloud”. If you are able to attend, the whole event 
looks great and a good one to participate in. It is free and further details can be found 
at: http://www.londonmappingfestival.org/mapping-show-2011/.

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

REPORTS FROM THE 47th ANNUAL SUMMER SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF PLYMOUTH

5 - 7 September 2011

Session 1: Back to the Future

Planning for Plymouth – mapping the development of a 
maritime city
Stephen Essex - University of Plymouth

Stephen is Associate Professor (Reader) in Human Geography at the University 
of Plymouth. Stephen started the first session of the conference with an interesting 
introduction to the history of Plymouth city through historic maps and other development 
indicators. 

The city of Plymouth was formed in 1928 through the merging of three towns – Sutton (a 
planned medieval town), Stonehouse (an urban district) and Devonport (the dock area). 
All are situated between the rivers Plym and Tamar. Stephen discussed the military 
importance of the area and that the city centre and Devonport were targeted during the 
blitz. This made Plymouth one of the most bombed cities after London.

The wartime Lord Mayor of Plymouth, Lord Astor, was integral in the re-planning and 
redevelopment of the city after the blitz. These plans were radical, a clean break from 
the previous layout. Much of the land zoning is still evident today.

Steve Chilton 
(SoC Chair)
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Future Summer 
School Venues

Dates for your diary

3-5 September 2012
University College 

London

Would you like to host a 
Summer School?

If so, please contact 
Steve Chilton 

Email:
steve8@mdx.ac.uk

Stephen concluded with a description of the new wave of investment into the city in 
recent years. The architect David Mackay is undertaking an urban redevelopment 
project entitled ‘Vision of Plymouth’ in conjunction with Plymouth City Council and 
Chamber of Commerce to redevelop the centre and conserve the listed buildings to 
enhance the beauty of the city.

Jenny Kynaston
Royal Holloway, University of London

Interacting with Geospatial Technologies
Muki Hacklay - University College London

The talk started off by looking at past use and developments of geospatial technologies 
and how interaction has changed over time. The topics covered were GIS development, 
neogeography, web mapping, satellite navigation, geographic interface usability and 
finally a look at where we should go next.

He gave examples of poor interaction of geospatial technology – a student who drove 
their car along a train track after following their satellite navigation system or a police 
force using a GIS which caused problems for the locals rather than helping them.

The first part of the talk focused on past technology, where the internet came into 
play with the inception of web mapping (1.0) in the early 90s. Unfortunately, due to 
infrastructure (internet) issues and low bandwidth (dial up modems) the system was too 
slow and small screens made it difficult to read the online maps.

The talk then looked at developers and vendors of Geographical Information Systems 
and how they make them hard to use by focusing on functionality rather than usability. 
This caused problems when designers and developers tried to copy the desktop GIS 
to the web.

In 2005, as a result of the availability of technology to create a better experience - 
larger screens with simplified interfaces and a much faster internet - web mapping 2.0 
arrived with a vastly improved experience as a result of quicker response times and 
the addition of cartographic elements. Muki talked about web mapping 2.0 growing in 
popularity over the last 5 years, how more and more mashups appear every day with a 
lot of them being created by non-cartographers.

We then heard about the different types of GIS users, who have greatly differing needs 
and developers trying to make their systems work for all those users - particularly 
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helping non technological people to use and visualise data.

For the future, developers need to be aware of the different users and improve interaction 
for them all, with a need to adjust their systems to work on all the different platforms 
and devices. Muki gave us an interesting look into the changing use of geospatial 
technology, highlighting the past problems and future possibilities.

Stuart Gill
Coventry University

The NYPL Map Tools: crowdsourcing map rectification of 
historical maps
Tim Waters - Thinkwhere

Tim changed the title slightly from that advertised in the programme and presented a 
paper entitled “Putting a map library on the net”. It highlighted some fascinating work 
he has been doing with the New York Public Library. His mapwarper tool has been 
customised to allow anyone to rectify maps that the library has digitised and made 
available on the web. The resulting NYPL Map Rectifier is a tool for digitally aligning 
(“rectifying”) historical maps from the NYPL’s collections to match current maps. 

Visitors can browse already rectified maps or assist the NYPL by aligning a map. It 
is a fine example of people not working for you, but getting them to collaborate. Tim 
elaborated on how the control points were assigned, and what quality checks were in 
place. Personally I was interested to see that the default map to set control points by 
was OpenStreetMap, another instance of its real uses.

Steve Chilton
Society Chair

Session 3: Land, Sea and Sky

Visualising the seabed: an introduction to cartography for 
hydrographic surveyors
Vic Abbott - University of Plymouth

The first speaker on Tuesday was Dr Vic Abbott, lecturer in hydrographic surveying in 
the School of Marine Science and Engineering. 

Vic discussed the changing demands which drive the need to survey the sea bed. 
Formerly, hydrographic surveying was geared to producing navigational charts, but 

www: http://maps.nypl.org/
warper/
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now 80% of Plymouth’s graduates are employed by the gas and oil industry, typically 
in positioning rigs, pipelines and other structures. Dredging and marine aggregates 
companies, and wind farm installers are other large employers.

A large range of vessel types and sizes are employed from deep ocean research ships 
to the University’s new teaching and research vessel Falcon Spirit.

Vic outlined some of the inherent problems with height / depth datums and position 

fixing. GPS is now achieving a very high level of accuracy enabling ships to stay on line 
or maintain a position relative to the sea bed, but the relative height of a depth sounder 
installed on the bow, a masthead GPS and a transponder towed behind the ship can 
vary by many metres, so complex corrections need to be applied.

Whereas land-based surveying can target a known feature, the hydrographic surveyor 
cannot see the sea bed, so must sweep the whole area with the same level of accuracy. 
This generates very large amounts of data.  Most cartographers are now familiar with 
terrestrial LiDAR, but Vic mentioned Blue/Green LiDAR which penetrates sea water and 
is now used to achieve equally detailed models of the sea bed.

John Abraham
University of Plymouth
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Mapping the Nation’s Property
Andrew Trigg - Land Registry

Andrew pointed out that he is the first 
person from the Land Registry (LR) to 
speak at a SoC conference, which is 
surprising given that Land Registry has 
such an obvious interest in cartography. 
Indeed, Land Registry surveyors daily 
update the Ordnance Survey database, 
and the LR also receives product 
changes on a daily basis from OS.

The LR has existed since 1862 and now 
holds cartographic records of 22 million 
property titles (a government guarantee 
of title to land). Without this service the 
mortgage market could not exist – LR 
indemnifies property to the value of £3 trillion. An index map is also maintained; a digital 
version now replaces half a million paper maps. Around 7.5 million transactions per 
year are registered and all require an element of cartographic judgement by one or 
more of LR’s 3,500 employees. This can involve a surveyor being sent on-site.

Andrew outlined some of the complexities and problems associated with mapping land 
ownership boundaries – where the word ‘boundary’ has no special meaning in law and 
can be interpreted as a physical, legal or general boundary. Interestingly, 22% of UK 
land remains unregistered – usually where it has not changed hands for many years 
as in the case of much of the land owned by the Church of England or the Duke of 
Westminster.

Ed Oliver
Queen Mary, University of London

London air pollution mapping for public health and information
Dr Ben Barratt - ERG, King’s College, London

Ben works within the Environment Research Group at King’s College London and helped 
to formulate and develop the London Air Quality Network. Ben described London’s air 
quality as infamous, from the killer smog in 1952 which caused up to 4,000 deaths from 
domestic coal burning to the improved levels in sulphur dioxide, carbon dioxide and 
lead from the year 2000 to now.

Air quality is monitored across the 
city of London with fixed continuous 
air samplers in a range of locations 
from rural to kerb side. Each sampler 
monitors more than one pollutant 
and uploads the results to air 
pollution websites. These websites 
use modelled data from the readings 
and can be viewed in real time. 
These software models are used 
to predict dispersion rates, gauge 
meteorological effects and allow 
scenario testing. They are GIS based 
and can be used on smart phones 
through an iPhone or an android 
application. This allows people to 
relate where they live and choose 
travel routes with an informed choice. 
It also highlights priority areas for 
policy makers and scientists.

Sherwell Conference
Centre
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The London Air website - www.londonair.org.uk  - shows a sliding scale to depict how the 
air quality is improving over time using colours relating to the World Health Organisation’s 
health standards. Ben introduced several ways in which this air quality data can be 
used with toxicology and epidemiology datasets to monitor health indicators.

Future plans include making real time 3D internet maps, to extend the list of pollutants, 
to investigate vertical profiling, to develop personal exposure monitoring with smart 
chips located in smart phones and to develop better integration with other social and 
environmental mapping tools.

Jenny Kynaston
Royal Holloway, University of London

Session 4: Land, Sea and Delegates

‘Mapping’ the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape 
World Heritage Site
Barry Gamble - Heritage Consultant

Barry Gamble is an industrial heritage consultant who currently works mainly overseas, 
but he has in the past been a student and a researcher at Plymouth University. In 2003 
he was employed to put together the submission to UNESCO for the Cornwall and West 
Devon Mining Landscape to become a World Heritage Site.

Since before 1700 tin had been mined in the region and from 1700 to 1900 copper 
was extracted but, as the discovery of minerals and the development of mining in 
other parts of the world affected the price of copper and tin, demand for Cornish ores 
decreased and in 1998 South Crofty (the largest and last remaining mine) closed. At 
times the area had been the world’s biggest source of tin, copper and arsenic. As well 
as being an important location for mineral production, the depth of the reserves meant 
that innovative engineering solutions were needed to bring them to the surface, and 
various means of transport were developed to move the output to where it was needed. 
Settlements and social infrastructure had to be set up for the miners and their families.

As the mining region includes many small sites across two counties and several 
districts, Barry had to coordinate information received from 75 local authorities and 
other interested organisations. The areas to be included in the submission had to be 
assessed on various historical, geological and archaeological criteria before the final 
selection of 10 separate areas covering a total of 20,000 hectares were chosen.

Historical cartography consulted included estate maps, old OS maps and mine plans; 
investigations of archaeological field surveys and landscape change were undertaken; 
and high level vertical and oblique aerial photography from Getmapping was examined. 
The resulting GIS contained 38,000 records and included 
data about the mineral resources, industrial buildings, 
transport links and mining settlements. Historical 
landscape characterisation was used to select the most 
important sites to be put forward for preservation, study 
and protection.

Much of the technology developed in the Devon and 
Cornwall mining industry, particularly in the areas of 
pumping and high pressure steam engines, was at the 
forefront of the industrial revolution in Britain. Some of 
these engineering methods have now been defused 
across the world to the mines of South Africa, Spain, 
Mexico, Australia and New Zealand.

The submission was sent to UNESCO in 2005 and 
the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape 
was inscribed as a World Heritage Site of industrial 
significance in July 2006. Barry reflected on whether 
much had yet been made of the designated status. 
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It is managed by the local authorities and they are only just beginning to implement 
measures, for example, there are no signs to publicise the locations. Does the 
designation mean that there might be a revival of the industry as there are still massive 
ore reserves? That is a possibility as there are plans to reopen South Crofty tin mine.

Claire Ivison
Kingston University

The current changes in nautical charting
Peter Jones - UKHO, Taunton

Peter Jones from the UK’s Hydrographic Office spoke about the work they do supporting 
the world’s shipping, including the Royal Navy. Based in Taunton, the UKHO supply 
nautical charts and other navigational, hydrographic and maritime geospatial products 
and services. Although they were founded in 1795, the UKHO have been continually 
evolving and changing to meet users’ needs, especially in this digital age. The UKHO 
is a self-funding government organisation that produces a global series of 3,300 charts 
and 160 publications in both paper and digital form.

Much of the talk was centred around when things go wrong at sea, focusing on liability 
and the problems of how to put across accuracy on specific charts. A case study from 
the Orkneys was used to demonstrate how potentially fatal accidents can occur when 
a chart’s accuracy can range from ‘very accurate’ to ‘very inaccurate’ on the same 
chart due to surveying techniques. In the case of the jack-up barge ‘Octopus’ being 
grounded on a fairly remote part of the Orkneys in 2006, most of the chart was highly 
accurate and up-to-date, whereas where the grounding occurred was last surveyed by 
leadline in the 1840s. Luckily, in this incident, no one was injured.

Jamie Quinn
University of Plymouth

Delegates session

The two projects given an airing in this session could not have been more different – a 
local geotrail in Plymouth and a world view of where the human population experiences 
the most precipitation.

Urban geotrail 
John Abraham - University of Plymouth

John Abrahams talked about his ‘Geotrail of Building Stones’, an outreach project in 
conjunction with Plymouth City Museum set in the cultural quarter of the city. The aim 
was to appeal to the general public and Key Stage 3 children (age 11-16). 

http://www.cornish-
mining.org.uk/
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The initial task was to create a database 
of all the significant building stones 
of which there were more than 50 
locations consisting of buildings and 
paving. These sites were logged on 
Mastermap. The purpose of the geotrail 
is to highlight rocks, fossils and corals. 
Eighteen locations were selected and a 
logo designed to mark each location. 
‘Arnie’ the ammonite was born and 
permission granted by the University 
estates department. Sadly the plaques 
proved to be too attractive and despite 
being firmly fixed in place many have 
been pilfered.

A teacher’s pack was created with 
a couple of pages devoted to each 
location explaining the feature. It was 

realised that there was insufficient material to encourage school trips, however it 
raises awareness of stones used in the urban environment for the citizens and visitors 
to Plymouth.

Ideas for the future include creating a website and I would have thought a Smart 
phone app with a proximity alarm to alert you to each location could prove very 
saleable. Having been involved in the production of three rural geotrails I think this is 
a great idea to increase awareness of geology in the urban landscape.

Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University 

Where does it always rain on us?
Ben Hennig - University of Sheffield

As Ben began his talk I guess many of us thought that must be the United Kingdom 
(UK)! Once again he beguiled us with his animated cartograms as he warped our 
wet planet. I imagine most of us are now familiar with the strangely squeezed or 
bulging style, however I found this took more concentration as his map sequence 
was following the pattern of rainfall in those areas most densely populated through 
each month of the year. The driest regions of the earth, e.g. the Sahara, disappeared 
to nothing whilst areas like Bangladesh, regular as clockwork, proceeded to turn a 
deep bulging blue. As for the UK it remained much the same mid green all year and 

Arnie the Ammonite!
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Scotland only barely noticeably turned more blue at times. Ben explained that we would 
have a clearer sequence of change if he had done a stand-alone version for Europe. 
Most intriguing was watching the areas across the great oceans as they became wetter 
and drier.

Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University 

Session 5: Workshops

Making maps using OS Opendata in a GIS system
Steven Eglinton - GeoEnable

Steven began with a run-through of the various datasets available from OS Opendata, 
highlighting some of the difficulties converting them into a useable form.  For instance 
postcodes are supplied as CSV files which need to be converted to shape format – 
however the CSV do not contain field headings complicating conversion.  OS Locator 
– which can be seen as a spatial version of the gazetteer – is another dataset supplied 
as a text file, so again needs some processing before use. 

Vector Map District was used to demonstrate mapping possibilities, using the Sutton 
Harbour area of Plymouth as an example.  The attributes of the layers were shown and 
alternative symbolisation (or rendering) techniques together with labelling options were 
illustrated.  In addition, the ability to enhance a map by digitising selective detail from 
other OS Opendata layers was noted.  The boundary line polygon dataset was explored 
and shown to be attribute rich.  All wards, unitary authorities, boroughs, etc are present, 
although only the remaining counties are included.

Datasets are generally supplied by OS 100km grid squares and therefore need to be 
merged for national coverage. Not a necessity for many users perhaps, but important 
for companies like my own, working on projects throughout the UK.

This demonstration was carried out using the free software package Quantum GIS.  This 
naturally has reduced  functionality compared with ArcGIS, but as free software seems 
very capable.  As an ArcGIS user I was interested  to explore this software further, as 
there is a significant overlap with ArcGIS in the appearance and feel of the interface. This 
workshop – as with many others I have attended at SoC Summer Schools – provided 
me with plenty of incentive for further exploration. I just need to find the time......... 

Paul Taylor
ADAS UK Ltd
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MAPublisher and Geographic Imager
Tim Rideout - XYZ Publishing

Tim gave us a quick session on MAPublisher, which for somebody (me) who hasn’t used 
it in a number of years was an excellent chance to catch up with recent developments. 
He showed some of the more established tools in MAPublisher and some nifty extra 
little tools  - an auto rotate tool for symbology in particular caught my eye as well as the 
ability to export Geo-PDFs.

Tim then demonstrated a newly released extra bolt on, called Label Pro. As you might 
expect, this is a brand new and heavily upgraded text tool, and as well as obvious 

upgrades like tools 
to prevent clashing 
text, Label pro offers 
interesting options such 
as importing of .xls files, 
and the ability to set up 
intelligent grids (eg: it 
adds extra grid lines when 
you expand the page/
map, without resizing the 
grid squares) which when 
attached to a clever auto-
indexing tool, means that 

you never again have to re-check every entry in a large index listing when the customer 
suddenly comes back asking for “just one small change” which is inevitably changing 
a 4x4grid to a 10x10 one...

He followed up by introducing us to a brand new programme called Geographic Imager, 
which rather brilliantly turns Photoshop into a GIS compatible programe. Amongst 
much else, it allows georeferencing of scanned maps, the warping of air photos to 
any projection of your choice, and the ability to re-project a map from one projection 
to another. You can now take your lovingly produced Transverse Mercator map and re-
project it as a Peters projection map within seconds, if you so desire. 

The most interesting part, from a personal perspective, was the ability to quickly and 
easily join lots of geo-refererenced map tiles into one, or, indeed, to cut a large tile into 
smaller and more easily workable ones. Thus the ability to take four OS OpenData 
tiles, join them into one tile and then create a new one covering only the area that 
you are interested in - which inevitably extends over the corners of four or more more 
tiles - allowing you to potentially reduce your file sizes dramatically. All in all, a very 
interesting taster of a new programme which opened several immediate possibilities in 
the reviewer’s mind.

Rich Perkins
T-Kartor

Adobe CS5 clinic
Stuart Gill - University of Coventry

Like the previous sessions offered by Stuart and the Society over 
the past few years, this was a chance to see and showcase some of 
the latest improvements to Adobe’s current offering of their industry 
standard graphic arts drawing package. As usual the features that 
were of interest to mapmakers were given particular emphasis. 
Among my favorite new features were the ability to add varying stroke 
thickness to a vector line, ideal for easily depicting a river that widens 
or narrows smoothly, and the new arrowhead tools, now incorporated 
into the stroke inspector giving much simpler access and more control 
of the look of arrows and dashed lines. The workshop was enhanced 
by Stuart’s easy interaction with the audience, allowing questions to 
be asked and solved that were very specific to an individual’s usage 

Sherwell Centre,
Plymouth University
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of Illustrator, including explanations of existing features starting at the basic level right 
up to the advanced requirements of more seasoned users. If you get the chance to 
attend a future workshop you should definitely do so.

Miles Irving
University College, London

Landscape analysis with Google Earth
Anne Mather - University of Plymouth

We all use Google Earth to check out where we live, where our friends live and where 
we go on holidays but how many of us spend time looking into all the features available 
in Google Earth and Google Earth Pro?

Anne started by giving us an insight into her research into landscape change in 
tectonically active and arid terrain. We saw how Google Earth can be used to identify 
features and plan access to remote and inaccessible areas including a river valley in 
Morocco and a large landslide in Chile. Anne demonstrated how, as more imagery 
becomes available in Google Earth, features can be compared over time allowing 
landscape events such as landslides to be dated.  After the demonstration we all had 
an opportunity to try out Google Earth Pro.

Google Earth Pro offers additional functionality over the free version and is available to 
academia and non-profit organisations for minimal cost. Features of Google Earth Pro 
include: 

• Ability to import many standard spatial data formats and geo-coded spreadsheet 
data

• Area and distance measurements, elevation/surface profiles, and viewshed and line 
of sight calculations

•Record fly through animations and export of high resolution imagery and data

Google Earth provides a simple and cost effective method of visualising spatial data 
and is especially useful for any fieldwork-related research and teaching.

Alun Rogers
Cardiff University
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Session 7: Mobile Mapping

Geocaching: treasure hunting in the 21st century
Richard Mullans -  Geocaching Association of Great Britain (GAGB)

Prior to this talk I had no idea what geocaching meant and was fearful that it  was some 
form of neocartography which generally turns my brain to sludge!

However, although I felt it was all quite geeky, geocaching is high tech treasure hunting 
and has more to it than expected in the way of family entertainment, exploring new 
places, and walking - getting out in the fresh air and taking youngsters away from 
the TV/playstation. It would appear to be a reasonably inexpensive hobby and certain 
group events encourage a community spirit, eg. gathering litter.

Richard and his wife work as a team called Dr Dick & Vick, not a real doctor - his 
nickname stems from a first aid qualification! 

So who participates? Everyone - all ages, young children to senior citizens and the less 
able as the routes are terrain rated. It provides a good introduction to navigation for 
young people.

What do you need? Equipment can be a purpose made GPS although you can use a 
smart phone or PDA that is less expensive. They advise always taking a paper map, in 
case the electronic device runs out of juice!

Geocaching.com is a global organisation and basic membership is free. There are 1.5 
million participating worldwide from North America to Antarctica! It can be combined 
with other activities – cycling, climbing, canoeing and some people plan holidays 
around geocaching events that go on all year round day and night. Special geocache 
events can attract large numbers, this year there were more than a 1000 who met at an 
event in Swansea.

A geocache can come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. Containers are marked with 
an official geocache labelling and contains a log book and an assortment of items 
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which are safe and non perishable. If they are located in urban areas it is even more 
important that they are clearly marked so they cannot be mistaken for an explosive 
device. Any member can hide a cache as long as accurate coordinates are taken for its 
location. Besides coordinates, sometimes there are cryptic messages. When you find 
a geocache the member signs the log book, may trade an item from the cache and 
returns it to its location.

Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University

LiDAR and archaeological mapping in uplands
Ralph Fyfe - University of Plymouth

Ralph provided an insight into his research that used LiDAR data to assist in the locating 
of archaeological features in upland areas.

Upland areas contain some important archaeological landscapes mainly due to the lack 
of development and low agriculture pressure in these regions. Traditional archaeological 
techniques for locating and analysing these features are split into three categories; level 
1 - walkover and air photograph interpretation, level 2 - earthwork survey and level 3 - 
excavation. Levels 1 and 2 are extremely time consuming and Ralph demonstrated how 
the use of LiDAR data can be used to locate and map these features more efficiently.

The surface elevation data derived from LiDAR were analysed using techniques such as 
hillshading, high pass filtering and the creation of cross-sections and 3D visualisations. 
Ralph used a number of examples to demonstrate how these techniques aided the 
mapping of archaeological features including Shoulsbury Castle, an Iron Age hillfort on 
Exmoor. Hillshading was used to highlight the earthworks, a slope layer was generated, 
and cross-sections through the features were produced highlighting areas for possible 
excavation. 

In summary Ralph described how he thought the use of techniques such as LiDAR 
will revolutionise archaeological survey but it will not replace the need for physical 
engagement with the landscape.

Ian Truckell
Cranfield University

Transport mapping: the OSM route
Harry Wood -  Placr

This paper was a personal trip through transport and open data, and some of Harry’s 
development work. He argued that innovations can be enabled by open data, and there 
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are  an awful lot of datasets being published because of the recent political pressure. 
He also commented that transport is an area with great potential for making really 
useful apps. He (and the company he works for – placr) develop mobile apps, and they 
adhere to the “release early, release often” approach. He also does a lot of open data 
campaigning, particularly with transport operators. There was then some quite technical 
stuff about using TfL, NAPTAN and Traveline data, before showing some interesting 
examples of bus and other transport mapping, mostly using OpenStreetMap maps 
and data. It was a very full presentation, which can’t all be recorded here. Fortunately 
you can catch up with it on his blog, which has both the slides and the commentary 
available.

When reading Harry’s blog I came across this interesting feedback on the conference, 
from his perspective: “I came across a strange new breed of people who knew all about 
making maps using only Adobe Illustrator. That’s a side of “cartography” which rarely 
surfaces at the geo events I’ve been to before (and I’ve been to quite a few now), but 
this seems like a rather interesting artistic end of a map-making spectrum.” 

This prompted me to post a carto-soc link to info on getting OSM data out in Illustrator 
format, which has been made easier recently by some work by OSMer Igor Brejc.

Steve Chilton
Society Chair

Session 8: Map Visualisation

The use of mapping and visualisation for conveying and 
understanding policy
Gareth Baker -  Greater London Authority

Gareth Baker, GIS manager at the Greater London Authority gave a wide-ranging talk 
covering how London is mapped by London government. London contains an eighth of 
the UK population, projected to grow by 1 million people in the next two decades. The 
GLA mainly maps all of Greater London. The boroughs tend to map more locally. The 
GLA annual budget, if Transport for London, the police and similar bodies are included 
is around £9 billion. As well as the normal commercial software, the GLA GIS team uses 
Prezi, Many Eyes and Tableau for various types of visualisation. 

The maps shown included detailed air-
quality maps; maps of the spending 
of the Mayor’s Fund for London; bike 
hire docking station maps; and cycle 
super-highway mapping. Where a 
competition has been held and a 
few parks awarded money - they 
are mapped, as are ‘opportunity 
areas’ chosen for special economic 
development. More originally, there 
is the mapping of protected vista 
– corridors of land where buildings 
can’t be too high so that St Paul’s 
or Parliament can be seen from a 
distance, and also a map of where 
helicopters may fly. Similarly, maps 
shown of areas where risk of deaths 
from fire are greater due to the height 
of residential buildings were unusual, 
as was the mapping of overcrowding 
on trains, of high private sector rents, 
high, ethnic diversity, and of planning 
for the Olympics – all features of more 
interest in London than most places. 

http://www.harrywood.
co.uk/blog/2011/09/24/

society-of-cartographers-
plymouth/#more-207

http://wiki.openstreetmap.
org/wiki/Exporting_to_

Adobe_Illustrator
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Like other local governments the mapping of which political party wins where is done, 
but also detailed profiles of the huge number of parliamentary constituencies in London. 
Personally, most interesting was the map of where people were most likely to write to the 
Mayor regularly. Westminster scored above all others for those most trying to influence.

Danny Dorling 
University of Sheffield

RNIB Tactile Maps
Sue King -  RNIB

Sue King is the tactile images and map consultant for the UK’s leading sight loss charity, 
the Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB). She is one of the UK’s leading 
experts in the field of tactile images and tactile maps, particularly in their design and 
usage. She gave an interesting and informative presentation of tactile maps.

Sue stated that there are almost 2 million people in the UK today living with sight loss 
that has a serious impact on their daily lives and that this number is increasing, mainly 
because we are living longer.

She continued by explaining the fundamental difference between accessing information 
by sight and touch. Tactile recognition is very different from visual recognition and 
involves the brain in a far more complex process to translate information picked up 
by finger tip exploration into something meaningful. She demonstrated this by getting 
the audience to sample a tactile image with their eyes closed. No one was able to 
recognise what the tactile image was representing but all immediately recognised it 
when they looked at it.

A tactile map, put simply, is a map containing information that is accessed by touch. 
The visual symbolism and language of a normal map has to be simplified and changed 
so that it can be understood by touch. This is achieved by creating a map with its own 
tactile symbolism and tactile language that include braille, raised print, raised lines, 
shapes and textures.

Although there are some limitations, Sue stressed the importance of tactile maps for 
blind and partially sighted people in giving them the additional information they need 
to allow them to make their own choices about where to go and what to do. The maps 
help create social inclusion and independence.

Sue outlined the different types of tactile map available and gave insight into how the 
maps were designed.

She finished by showing some examples of tactile maps which we were able to see and 
feel, giving everyone an opportunity to ask questions.

Mina Moshkeri
London School of Economics
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Session 9: Cartography in Action

Emergency deployment cartography - a MapAction 
perspective
Ian Holt -  MapAction

Ian introduced us to the work of MapAction, a UK-based volunteer-run charity that aims 
to provide essential geographic information in disasters in map form. By presenting 
us with a number of case studies from recent emergency efforts we were shown the 
challenges involved in providing cartographic services in improvised and often very 
basic technical conditions. MapAction does not only collect and process information 
from a distance, but has been working on the ground in emergency zones, such as 
the 2003 Bam earthquake in Iran, which was one of the first emergency actions by the 
organisation.

The unpredictable nature of emergencies requires a creative and flexible way of work 
processes. Not only is it necessary to provide the basic information about the local 
situation (which has to be gathered in often rough and primitive field work conditions), 
but more recent efforts, eg in Libya involved support for the refugees who fled the 
country in the early weeks of the conflict. Here the work involved coordination with the 
countries of origin.

Despite all the digital advances in cartography, Ian reminded us that even in a digital 
age the paper map is still essential for emergency aid in the field. 

Ben Hennig
University of Sheffield

The year in cartography reviewed
Steve Chilton - Society Chair

From cartography in action Steve went on to cartographers in action, and turned 
back to the digital world. He presented us with his view of the most intriguing or 
challenging developments that he noted throughout the (best part of the) year. Mostly 
he spotted these gems in tweets or blogs, and wrapped them nicely into a narrative of 
cartographic ramblings and appraisals. The following list provides an overview of his 
findings, with credit to those who brought them to Steve’s attention:

January
• City blocks mapped and re-arranged (art) –http://www.armellecaron.fr/art/index.php?page=plans_de_
berlin (via Ken Field tweet) 

• Openlayers heatmap with HTML 5 and Canvas http://oliverobrien.co.uk/2011/01/heatmaps-are-simple-
with-html-5-and-canvas/ (via oobr tweet)

• Start of meme on typographic maps – http://spatialanalysis.co.uk/?s=typographic (via worldmapper 
tweet)

More information about 
the work of MapAction is 

provided on their website at 
http://www.mapaction.org
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• Proposal for an ICA Commission submitted to UKCC (approved to go to ICA Gen Assembly in July) 
– http://neocartography.icaci.org/

• Facilmap.org Beta, OpenLayers-based slippy map combining data and tools of different projects into 
one api http://tinyurl.com/4bxh7ub (via naefish tweet)

• Interesting to see my professional connections mapped out on LinkedIn Maps  http://bit.ly/hewJ0z (via 
Dan Karran)

• Paris data released  http://demo.3liz.fr/opendataparis (via mapperz tweet)

February
• Street level crime site for UK launched, with much more detail than previously – BBC webpage http://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-12330078

• Comments on BCS blog: http://bcsmaps.blogspot.com/2011/02/uk-police-maps-x-does-not-mark-
spot.html

• Comments and alternative map link on placr http://placr.co.uk/blog/2011/02/fivereasons-to-be-
cautious-about-street-level-crime-data/

• Guardian comments: http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2011/feb/02/ukcrime-maps-developers-
unhappy

• First started up 21 Feb http://mappinglondon.co.uk/ (made by energetic Ollie O’Brien & James 
Cheshire) 

March
• Archive of manual shaded relief maps http://
www.shadedreliefarchive.com (via Maproom 
blog)

• Decade of news visualised http://maptd.
com/a-decade-of-news-articles-from-hungary-
visualized/ (via beyondmaps tweet) 
April
• T S Spivet for iPad http://www.
maproomblog.com/2011/04/t_s_spivet_comes_
to_the_ipad.php (via maproom blog)

• Speed Atlas online http://www.maproomblog.com/2011/04/the_speed_atlas_online.php (via maproom 
blog)

• A psychologist challenges the Beck gospel of Underground octolinearity http://blog.eyemagazine.
com/?p=467 (via Ken Field tweet)

May
• Cartomet – detailed transport mapping http://carto.metro.free.fr/cartes/metro-tram-london/

• US White House using OSM tiles http://www.whitehouse.gov/mapping_service/inventory/962

• Mapbox/Tilemill/Tilestream http://mapbox.com/#/ (via mapbox tweet)

June
• Everywhere you can go in 15 minutes http://flowingdata.com/2011/06/01/findeverywhere-you-can-go-
in-15-minutes-or-less/ (via beyondmaps tweet)

• http://busitlondon.co.uk and http://citymapper.co.uk (via oobr tweet)

• http://www.busitlondon.co.uk/ - http://www.citymapper.co.uk

• Yahoo! Maps APIs Service Closure Announcement – mapperz blog http://mapperz.blogspot.
com/2011/06/yahoo-maps-apis-service-closure-due.html#links

• London geographic tube map – mapperz blog http://www.london-tubemap.
com/

• Rekjavik city centre 3d map – maproom blob http://www.maproomblog.  
  com/2011/06/reykjavik_center_map.php

• Rich Treves compares two maps of Southampton Uni campus – blog post 
http://googleearthdesign.blogspot.com/2011/06/tale-of-two-maps.html

• Nikki Rosato’s map art in Maproom blog http://www.maproomblog.
com/2011/06/nikki_rosato.php

July
• Rich Treves analysing crime mapping techniques – blog post http://
googleearthdesign.blogspot.com/2011/07/3-crime-maps-point-collation.html

• Building outlines now appearing in London, Paris, Barcelona, and more - 
Google latitude blog http://google-latlong.blogspot.com/2011/07/building-outlines-
now appearing-in.html

April - T S Spivet for 
iPad

June - Rekjavik city 
centre

Hungary visualised
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August
• Map of every verified riot incident – Guardian data blog http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/
interactive/2011/aug/09/uk-riots-incident-map (via Chris Fleming– tweet)

• New iPhones Maps may look more like Napkin Scribbles and less like Eye of     
Sauron http://bit.ly/iphonemaps (via Kenneth Field – tweet)

• Doesn’t seem much point to this ‘new’ version rethinking the tube map: http://ind.pn/r20rwz

• Fixmytransport from mysociety http://www.fixmytransport.com/ (via mapperz blog)

• Another tube map http://londonist.com/2011/09/alternative-tube-maps-the-twisted-london-
underground.php (via oobr/Ken Field tweets)

(List compiled by Steve Chilton)
Ben Hennig

University of Sheffield

Wallis Award
When the final call for Wallis Award entries popped into my inbox I considered it briefly, 
then pressed Delete. I had no time for that, and I would never win anything anyway. But, 
deep in contemplation, as I was clicking my way around the long coastline of Argentina, 
I just thought ‘why not’. I was quite pleased with the maps I had recently produced for 
Stoke-on-Trent, and the client was happy with them too. So, the email was retrieved and 
I double checked I still had time to submit an entry. From then on it was all a bit of a 
rush getting an A4 sheet of text together, gaining permission from Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council, who all seemed to be away on holiday, compiling a selection of maps and then 
arranging for a speedy print. Everything came together nicely though, and I was able to 
put my entry into the post just in time for it to arrive in Plymouth on 
the day the Summer School commenced.

I then forgot about it. Work was busy and taking all my 
concentration, and I hadn’t heard from anybody on the day the 
entries were being judged. I obviously hadn’t won. But then a few 
days later an email appeared via the CARTO-SoC service, and I 
was being congratulated. Me? Surely it had to be another Alison? I 
was absolutely amazed, and thrilled to bits when it was confirmed 
that I really was the 2011 Wallis Award winner – now otherwise 
known as Cartographer of the Year by all my friends!

Thank you to everyone who has sent me messages of 
congratulations, they have done wonders in increasing the size 
of my head!

Alison Davies
Mapping Company Ltd

Barbican waterfront

Detail from Alison’s 
map



20

SoC Newsletter November 2011

Annual Dinner
This year our ‘Annual Dinner’ consisted of a reception at  The Navy followed by a cruise 
in the Tamar estuary. As the tail end of hurricane Irene had given Plymouth more than 
a breezy lashing over the previous 12 hours, being on a boat was not an especially 
comforting prospect, however the winds dropped during the afternoon and a brisk walk 
down to the Mayflower Steps found us boarding a small cruise boat which provided a 
very pleasant trip round the harbour area to the Tamar Bridge and back.
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Summer School Reflections - a first timer’s view
As a new student member of the society, I attended this year’s conference for the first 
time. I am in the final year of my undergraduate degree in Geography and German and 
became aware of the event after landing on the society’s homepage whilst exploring 
post-graduation ideas. Reflecting on my degree, I felt that it was the few cartography 
courses I had studied and mapping exercises that I’d really enjoyed and so wanted to 
find out more about this area of work. The conference appealed to me because of the 
variety of topics presented in previous years and this was the case in Plymouth. 

Each day was packed with 
several short lectures each 
demonstrating the diverse 
applications of cartography. Of 
these I was particularly amazed 
by the intricacies involved in 
mapping property boundaries as 
explained by Andrew Trigg from 
the Land Registry. Meanwhile 
Sue King’s tactile mapping paper 
made clear the importance of the 
end user’s needs and showed 
that these are fundamental to 
map design. Attempting to distinguish the outline of the Middle Eastern countries solely 
with touch using a tactile atlas for the blind proved very difficult. Dr Stephen Essex’s 
introduction to Plymouth was a great insight into the history of the city and anchored 
Plymouth as part of the conference and not just the event’s location. I found there 
to be a mix of delegates from different backgrounds; traditional cartographers, GIS 
specialists, professionals from various fields and many mapping enthusiasts which 
made for interesting discussions. The workshops and Steve Chilton’s overview of the 
year in cartography were great for showing the current developments and latest goings 
on. I left the event with many scribblings of websites and phone applications to check 
out. 

I was particularly impressed by the social side of the 
conference including the distillery trip, pub quiz and the 
boat cruise. There is a genuinely friendly environment 
for existing members to catch up and a welcoming 
atmosphere for newbies like myself. This aspect of the 
conference was a huge positive for me, by enabling me 
to learn more about the work of fellow delegates and 
receive some good recommendations for future study. 
At the moment, I’m looking into Masters and dependent 
on where I find myself next year, I hope to attend the next 
conference at UCL. I thank the society for the opportunity 
to attend as a student and Tim and Jamie for such a well 
organised and enjoyable few days in Plymouth.

Catherine Hartley
Aberdeen University



22

SoC Newsletter November 2011

NEWS
Luton Diploma Alumni - Reunion event 2012
The Luton Diploma in Geographical Techniques and successors

One of the original reasons for the Dip.Geog. course was to provide technician cartographers 
to university departments and other workplaces where the broad skills of a geographer would 
be very employable. Over the 30 years that the course ran it became a BTEC Higher National 
Diploma and later could be extended to a degree in Mapping Science.

From the beginning it enjoyed the support and guidance of the Royal Geographical Society, 
the London School of Economics, the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, the Institute 
of Ecology, and the Institute of Hydrology, to name a few.

Careers have been made in university departments, not all geography, in civil engineering, 
particularly light railway planning and building, various planning departments and some 
moving into waste and environmental management. Some students have become academics 
and some, having tried that life, have returned to engineering and other works. The oil 
exploration industry continues as a significant employer and there are others in government 
offices in New Zealand, and running their map design and making business in Canada. At 
least one is a director of one of the major European map houses.

The University of Bedfordshire wishes to recognise, in an event next summer, the achievements 
of this unique course. There is to be an award ceremony at the University in Luton followed 
by a rather more informal event at the Putteridge Bury Campus. Sadly in the years after the 
course was run-down and closed all the records have been ‘lost’, even those collected for the 
40th Anniversary in 2007. What do exist are either in Chris Coggins’ garage in Luton or in a 
drawer in David Cooper’s study!

We have been able to begin to rebuild the data base and bring things together, but we would 
like to collect as much as we can, so that we can create some order in the material to present 
to the University as it begins the processes of inviting people to the event.  We are asking that 
anyone who is a Dip.Geog. and who was not at the ‘Gathering’ in September 2011 or has 
been contacted since to get in touch with one of us, please. There were some 600 or more 
students who did the course, sadly some have died and others have dropped below the 
horizon years ago.

Please contact:

Professor Chris Coggins 174,Old Bedford Road, Luton, LU2 7HW or
David Cooper, The Old Manor House, Loddington, Kettering, Northants, NN14 1LA. 
To receive the contact form please email: WAMTECH@Luton174.fsnet.co.uk. 
Please let us hear from you and join us at the old sites next year!

Contributed by David Cooper

IN THE NEWS

Times Atlas ‘wrong’ on Greenland ice
BBC News, Richard Black - Environment correspondent 
19 September 2011

As the new edition of the Times Comprehensive Atlas was being promoted it hit 
the headlines in an unexpected way, seemingly not quite as comprehensive as 
they thought. Scientists from the Scott Polar Research Institute studied the map of 
Greenland and they found the cartographers had shrunk the ice sheet too much. 

HarperCollins were forced to apologise for its error and after further discussion with the 
scientific community they will create an insert to explain their mapping.

“It is... crucial to re-
port climate change 
and its impact ac-

curately and to back 
bold statements with 
concrete and correct 

evidence,”

Calling all 
Luton Diploma Alumni
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Google Maps to charge for usage
BBC Business News
31 October 2011

It is only likely to hit a very small percentage of users, but from 1 January 2012 Google 
will charge for the Google Maps API service where “hits”  go over 25,000 in a day.

London 2012: Torch relay heading for 1,000 places
BBC News UK
7 November 2011

The route for the Olympic torch has been 
announced for London 2012: the torch 
will arrive on 18 May 2012, visiting 1,018 
communities from Land’s End to the 
Northern Isles. Its journey includes rail, 
road, side car, chair lift, balloon, canal 
boat, horse and zip wire as some of the 
modes of transport along its way.

It will be carried in relay by 8,000 runners and the aim is to bring it 
within one hour’s travelling time of 95% of the population.

Contributed by Rosie Duncan

But the glossy publicity sheets 
begin with the contention that “for 
the first time, the new edition of 
the (atlas) has had to erase 15% 
of Greenland’s once permanent 
ice cover - turning an area the 

size of the United Kingdom and 
Ireland ‘green’ and ice-free.

“This is concrete evidence of how 
climate change is altering the 
face of the planet forever - and 

doing so at an alarming and ac-
celerating rate.”

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
business-15523050

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
uk-15572381

The London 2012 Olympic 
torch will fly by zip wire from 

the Tyne Bridge, ascend 
Snowdon by rail and cross 

Loch Ness during its journey 
around the UK.

Tyne Bridge



24

SoC Newsletter November 2011

WHAT’S NEW

A new book - Disease Maps: Epidemics on the Ground

In Disease Maps: Epidemics on the Ground (University of Chicago Press, 2011) medical 
geographer Tom Koch makes a new, and important argument: it is in the mapping of 
individual cases of illness as group events that we have come to understand disease 
as a public thing affecting general populations. Maps become, in this telling, the 
workbench on which a collection of individual cases are combined to create a single 
health event, seen in place. It is thus in the mapping, and the environmental thinking 
that mapping promotes, that theories about this or that disease (and health in general) 
are first formulated and then tested.

This is not something new, but rather something old that has become increasingly 
important as immigration and trade carried disease around the world. Our understanding 
of disease as a public thing began in the 1500’s with an anatomical atlas and an atlas 
of the world, the two together presaging a way of knowing that continues today. From 
this start maps became the medium in which symptoms were collected into databases 
whose cases became a single event: an outbreak of plague in the seventeenth century, 
for example. By the end of the eighteenth century the map had become a principal 
medium in which theories of diseases like cancer, cholera, typhoid fever, and so on 
were proposed and then tested in maps of local outbreaks.

Disease Maps: Epidemics on the Ground, tells this story of disease through a collection 
of maps in which local outbreaks, national epidemics, and international pandemics were 
formulated. From seventeenth century plague to twenty-first century cancer: all present 
disease as a communal thing, something lodged in the environment and presented in 
a way that insisted on theorizing and testing as a way of understanding. Here, too, are 
the origins of health and disease not merely as private calamities but as public health 
events to which the response must be public and official, not simply personal.

Author: Tom Koch
Published: June 2011
Hardback 344 pages 106 colour plates, 35 halftones, 6 line drawings, 2 tables 7 x 10

ISBN: 9780226449357  E-book: ISBN 9780226449401
Price: £29.00

Extract taken from http://kochworks.com/

A new book - London in Maps: a changing perspective  

A Compelling Collection of the Capital’s Maps from Today and the Past

2 November 2011: London in Maps: a changing perspective, published for the 
London Mapping Festival (LMF), is a compelling collection of 
maps illustrating the diverse ways in which the Capital has been 
mapped and portrayed both today and in the past.

This hardback is produced as part of the LMF initiative, 
collaboration between map makers and maps users to help 
encourage greater awareness of maps in modern society. 

London in Maps is available from December 2011 and offers a 
fascinating insight into the different ways in which we understand 
the geography of London through informative maps, decorative 
sketches and stunning photography. 

It is an A4, coffee table style publication with descriptions of each 
of the 68 maps and images accompanied by some general text. 
In total it will be 200 pages of full colour, highly detailed maps, 
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charts and cartograms, artist impressions as well as aerial and 
satellite images ranging from the modern day back to the 17th 
century.

“The success of the London Map Exhibition, which has been 
displayed at events across London in the first few months of 
the festival, prompted many to ask where they could get copies 
of their particular favourite. By putting all the posters and many 
more maps besides into the book you can have the complete 
set to browse at your leisure”, said Seppe Cassettari, chair of 
the organising group for the London Mapping Festival.

“The book has maps from all ages, but it has a particular focus 
on maps and images from the last 20 years giving it a modern 
cartographic flavour. We think everyone will enjoy the detail and 
variety that this unique publication has to offer.” 

A discount price of £29.99 (+ p&p) is available for all orders 
made through the LMF website during the festival. For sample 
pages visit http://www.londonmappingfestival.org/london-in-
maps

Contributions on all sales will go to the the LMF charity, Map Action, in support of the 
excellent work they carry out in mapping disaster zones or in support of humanitarian 
programmes.

Available online http://www.londonmappingfestival.org/london-in-maps, or by calling 
+44 (0)1223 880077. Interested resellers can contact LMF on +44 (0)1223 880077.

Author: London Mapping Festival
Published: November 2011
Hardback 200 pages 106 colour plates, 35 halftones, 6 line drawings, 2 tables 7 x 10
ISBN: 978-0-9545270-2-0    
Price: £29.99

Extract taken from http://www.geoconnexion.com/geouk_news
_article/London-in-Maps:-a-changing-perspective--/11998

SOCIETY NEWS

New Members to the Society since April

Chris Holcroft - Director & CEO, Association for Geographic Information.
Stephen Knox - Transport for London
Ravi Shankar - Self employed
Paul Hopgood - Phoenix Mapping
Maxwell Ebrohimi - Maxiebro Incorporated
Chadli Djilali
Mawuenyega Fiaxe - Volta River Authority
Olatunde Eludoyin - University of Port Harcourt
Sue King - RNIB
Catherine Hartley - University of Aberdeen
Dan Karran - Inteeka
Catherine D’Alton - Department of Geography, University College London
Nicola Higgitt - Freelance
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Summer School 2012
Venue: University College London
Team 2012 - Miles Irving, Cath D’Alton and Nick Mann are preparing for next year’s 
Summer School.

EVENTS

1 December 2011
Mapping Showcase 2011
Venue: Emirates Stadium, Queensland Rd, Islington, London N7 7AJ 
Contact: Fiona Cocks
Email: fiona@londonmappingfestival.org
Telephone: 01223 880077
Website: http://www.londonmappingfestival.org/

For other London Mapping Festival events see: http://www.londonmappingfestival.
org/whats-on/

Tuesday 28 February 2012
Mapping consecration in twelfth-century Italy and beyond
Venue: Emmanuel College, St. Andrew’s Street, Cambridge CB2 3AP
Contact: Sarah Bendall
Email: sarah.bendall@emma.cam.ec.uk
Telephone: 01223 330476
Website: http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/deptserv/maps/camsem1112.html

19 - 20 April 2012
7th International Workshop on Digital Approaches to Cartographic 
Heritage
Venue: Insitut Cartografic de Catalunya (ICC), Barcelona
Website: http://xeee.web.auth.gr/ICA-Heritage/2011_2015/BARCELONA_2012/index.
htm 

For other London 
Mapping Festival 

events see: http://www.
londonmappingfestival.org/

whats-on/
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23 - 27 April 2012
Geospatial World Forum
Venue: Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Website: http://www.geospatialworldforum.org/2012/gi.htm

9 - 12 September 2012
Commemoration of Mercator’s 500th Birthday
30th International IMCOS Symposium “Regional Cartography in 
the Habsburg Empire during 16th Century and Gerhard Mercator”
Venue: Vienna, Austria
Website: http://www.imcos.org/International_Symposium_austria.asp

Date to be announced
Mind the Map: inspiring art, design and cartography
Venue: London Transport Museum, Covent Garden Piazza, London WC2E 7BB
Website: http://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions
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END NOTE

The Summer School in Plymouth has provided a good crop of interesting reports for this 
Newsletter; thank you to all the reporters. In the knowledge that copies will be available 
at the London Mapping Festival Showcase event at the beginning of December, I hope 
we may attract new members to our Society when they read about the eclectic mix of 
cartographic areas we span.

Sadly, cartographers are not perfect as noticed in the latest edition of the Times Atlas. 
I usually tell my students that over the centuries it is probable that cartographers have, 
more often than we care to admit, had a hand in the evolution of place names through 
accidental misspelling, but melting ice in such an august publication is quite a different 
phenomenon when climate change is high on the news agenda. 

With Christmas little more than a month away, I hope the newsletter will be a welcome 
diversion from the economic gloom and put you in good spirits realising that whether 
they are ‘tactile’ or ‘neo in the cloud’ maps and mapping remain an important influence 
on life in the 21st century. 

Ed

STOP PRESS

Warm welcome to Ben Hennig to the Society of Cartographers committee.

Summer School 
2012

London
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Minutes of 47th Annual General Meeting

University of Manchester

5th September 2011

Members present: 29.
Apologies: Mick Ashworth; Mike Wood; Lois Wright.
The meeting opened at 4.48pm

1. Chair’s Introduction

 Chair Steve Chilton welcomed all to the 47th AGM of The Society of Cartographers Ltd. and thanked everyone attending  
 for supporting the Society.

2. Minutes of the 46th AGM held at University of Manchester, Wednesday 8th September 2010 and matters arising.

 There were no matters arising and the minutes were adopted.
 Proposed:  Stuart Gill  Seconded: Graham Allsopp
 The minutes were duly signed by Chair Steve Chilton.

3.  Society Reports  (full reports presented to AGM and published separately)

 (a) Hon. Secretary’s Report
 (b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report
 (c) Bulletin Editor’s Report  (including Newsletter, Bulletin Subs and Publicity Manager’s Reports)  
 (d) Membership Secretary’s Report

 There were no comments from the floor on the Society Reports:
 Chair, Steve Chilton called for acceptance of the Reports en bloc.
 Proposed: Don Williams Seconded:  Brian Rogers

4. Election of 2011-2012 Committee

No new nominations had been received for the following posts; all were willing to stand again for re-election:
  Chair:   Steve Chilton  
  Hon. Secretary:     Mike Shand 
  Hon. Treasurer:  Heather Browning 
  Membership Secretary:   Jenny Kynaston
  Bulletin Editor:  Alex Kent
  Newsletter Editor: Rosie Duncan 
  Publicity Manager: Steven Eglinton  
  Committee Member: Stuart Gill
                                                                      
The above nominees were duly elected en bloc to the Society Committee for 2011-12.
  Proposed: Tim Fearnside Seconded:  Brian Rogers
 
  Bulletin Subscriptions Manager: Miles Irving
  Proposed: M. Shand Seconded: Steve Chilton

There remains one vacant post as second Committee Member.  

5. Any other business duly notified
There being no other business, Chair Steve Chilton thanked those present for attending.
Meeting closed at 5.06 pm.

Mike Shand
Hon. Secretary
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 2010-11

The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at the University of Manchester.  Thanks again go to Chris Perkins, 
Nick Scarle and their colleagues for providing delegates and the Society with another successful Summer School.

The 2009-10 Wallis Award for ‘excellence in cartography’ was awarded to Don Williams of Bute Cartographics  for his series of 
maps in “Paddling for fun”.

Two Committee meetings were held during the year, one at the University of Reading and one at the University of Manchester.  
Two Summer School Half-Bursaries were awarded in 2010.

Finally, offers would be most welcome for hosts for the 2013 Summer School and for future years.
Mike Shand

Hon. Secretary

Honorary Treasurer’s report, September 2010-11

The accounts for the period 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011 have been returned by Gillian Nowell (Independent Examiner) 
in first draft stage and therefore will be finalised in good time to be submitted to Companies House by 31 December 2011 
deadline.

The accounts show in the year to 31 March 2011 a net gain of £1698. Income of £16,118 compared with an expenditure of 
£14,420. The bank accounts as of 31 March 2011 showed a credit of £21,770 overall increase in £698 from previous end of 
March 2010).

20 July bank account £23,802
Bulletin cost £3352, income £4470
Summer school income £7971, expenditure £9282 (loss £1311 plus the SoC costs -bursaries, President costs)

 Heather Browning
Hon Treasurer

Membership Secretary’s Report 2010 - 11

In my first year in the role of membership secretary I have continued the maintenance of the membership details database, 
distributed subscription receipts and the log in details for the members area, chased non-payers and welcomed new members.
On 5th September 2011 society membership stands at 155 members. This is a decrease of 7 members and an increase of 14 
new members. There are 24 members with outstanding 2011 subscription fees.

Following Heather’s excellent work to correct all of the problems with subscription payment amount, time and payment location, 
there are still 12 members with incorrect payment details. Reminders will be sent out for these shortly.

Jenny Kynaston
Membership Secretary

Bulletin Editor’s Report 2010 - 11

Volume 44 of The Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers was printed and distributed in March this year, with the cover design 
comprising excerpts from SoC member Don Williams’ Wallis Award winning maps.  Production Editor, Gary Haley has continued 
to provide the layout for the Bulletin, with printing and distribution again undertaken by Culverlands Press Ltd., Winchester. 

This year’s Volume comprised a wide selection of articles, several of which were derived from presentations at the 46th Annual 
Summer School in Manchester.  I am glad that most authors opted for the advantage of full colour printing that the Bulletin 
can offer.  For the regular sections, I am grateful to Rich Perkins for compiling Computers in Cartography and Events, allowing 
Steve Chilton a well deserved break.  The Reviews section was, as usual, very strong, thanks to the hard work of Bob Parry.  
Bob’s intentions are to step down as Reviews Editor this year, meaning that a willing volunteer will be required from Volume 46 
onwards. I have one or two individuals in mind, but would be especially pleased to hear if any SoC members are interested. 

Given that past Volumes of the Bulletin form an impressive archive of the technical development of cartography, I feel that more 
should be done to make this information accessible. The ongoing digitisation of earlier volumes should continue, but another 
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idea would be to publish a compilation volume (perhaps as a hardback book) which would contain the most interesting, 
popular and substantial contributions to the Bulletin. This is currently being explored as a project celebrating the Bulletin’s 50th 
anniversary, along with updating the Index, which will also improve access to the Bulletin’s corpus of cartographic knowledge. 

Alex Kent
Bulletin Editor

Newsletter Editor’s Report 2010  - 11

I am pleased to report that the Society’s Newsletter is thriving; three issues were published on our website in November 2010, 
April and July 2011. My usual request is that it would be good to have more contributions from ordinary members and I am 
always open to new ideas. 

The decision last year to make the newsletter available to members only via the ‘Members area’ of our website has encouraged 
people to check up on their membership status/payments and some to join.  It adds value to being a member and this must 
be a good thing. 

I wish to make special mention and thank Claire Ivison for her diligence in proof checking each issue for me.
Rosie Duncan

Newsletter Editor

Bulletin Subscription Manager’s Report 2010 - 11

Volume 44
Volume 44 of the Bulletin was despatched in April 2011 to 81 subscribing institutions/organisations.

Volume 45
Invoices were sent out in April of this year, the current situation is as follows:
• 38 paid
• 8 outstanding
• 3 complimentary
• 27 potential subscriptions ‘in the pipeline’
Giving a total of 76 potential subscriptions for Volume 45 at this point in time.

In terms of the origin of the 76 invoiced/paid subscriptions:
• 16 from the UK
• 60 from overseas

Cancellations since Volume 44:
• 1 cancellation requested by subscriber.
• 4 cancellations for non-payment of Volume 43.

A follow-up invoice for non-payers will be despatched in October, which will include a reminder letter for those with outstanding 
Volume 44 subscriptions.

That concludes the report of the Bulletin Subscriptions Manager, and indeed the last report of this particular Bulletin Subs 
Manager. It has been an interesting and rewarding experience and I’d like to thank the Committee, both current and past, for 
all their support and help over the 8 years I have carried out the role.

Tim Absalom
Bulletin Subscription Manager


