
Editorial
As we start to approach the 50th anniversary of the Society in 2014, it is worth

considering the foresight of the Society’s founders in publishing the first issue of The
Bulletin of the Society of University Cartographers in June 1964. Since then, its

readership has grown far beyond the drawing offices of UK university cartographic

departments and today’s subscribers are found all over the world, from Australia to

Brazil. The Bulletin has played a unique role in the development of cartography,

particularly with its enduring focus on the latest innovations and best practice in the

discipline – as seen from the cartographer’s perspective. I am therefore delighted to

report that The Bulletin will feature in two forthcoming international publications of

significance, the University of Chicago’s History of Cartography Volume Six:
Cartography in the Twentieth Century and ICA News – the latter as part of its series

spotlighting cartographic periodicals. While important work continues on the

digitization of former volumes of The Bulletin in order to provide members with a

permanent online archive, former editor Steve Chilton and I are working on a project to

publish a selection of papers from the last 50 years, which we hope to have ready for the

Society’s return to Glasgow for its 50th Annual Summer School.

Turning our thoughts back to the excellent 48th Summer School held at UCL, there

are many things I will personally remember in addition to its superb programme, from

the night-time sight-seeing tour atop a Routemaster double-decker bus to the particularly

decorative (and delicious) cakes on offer between plenary sessions. But I was especially

delighted to receive enthusiastic responses from several presenters keen to publish their

work in this volume of The Bulletin. Michalis Vitos and his colleagues at the Centre for

Advanced Spatial Analysis, University College London, offer the first paper which

presents a fascinating account of community mapping to combat poaching in the

rainforests of Congo. Subsequently, Graham Earl’s project is arguably closer to home as

an innovative remapping of Cambridge using OpenStreetMap data. As vehicles for

deepening our understanding of places and exploring a sense of their rich history, maps

offer a comprehensive palette, as demonstrated by Stephen Walter through his

astonishing work London Subterranea. Fabian Neuhaus then presents landscapes of a

different kind with a paper on his series of city maps generated from Twitter data. The

final offering in this Volume presents the results of a survey conducted via CARTO-SoC

which aimed to gather some pearls of wisdom and bring fresh insights surrounding the

role of aesthetics in cartography.

The production of this issue lies in between a change in the guard over the reviews

section, from Bob Parry to Stuart Gill of Coventry University (if you would like to be

added to our database of reviewers or have material for review, please contact him at

stuart.gill@coventry.ac.uk), while Ben Hennig of the University of Sheffield

(b.hennig@sheffield.ac.uk) has again compiled the Computers in Cartography and the

Events sections. I am especially grateful to them and to Gary Haley for mastering the

page layout despite another tight schedule and to Culverlands Press for their continued

dedication to quality.

Alexander J. Kent
Bulletin Editor

The editor wishes to point out that the views expressed in articles and reviews are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Society of Cartographers. 
Material for publication should be sent to 
Dr Alexander Kent (Email: BulletinEditor@soc.org.uk)
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