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LETTER FROM THI:!; CHAIRMAN 

"'"'"'"'"'"'****** 

l-1embership of the Society of university cartographers now 
stands at about 70. A look back to 1964 when the society was 
founded at Glasgow university will show that we then had a 
membership of 21. 

I am sure none of us who are founder members could have envisaged 
such an interest in four short years. The intP-ntion had been for 
a society to cater for the needs of cartographers working in 
universities throughout the United Kingdom. At the time of writing 
we now have a member in New Zealand, another in hUstralia, one in 
Canada, two in Africa, Zambia and Uganda, and further enquiries 
coming in from West African countries, all of which is very encouraging 
to your committee and I am sure to all our members. We stated as our 
aim 11~o maintain and promote a high standard of cartographic illustration 
in the university field". This aim (although now happily including 
colleges as well as universities) has not changed, and of prime concern 
to those of us who founded the society was the training and quali
fications of cartographic staff, and even after four years this is 
still the prime concern of all of our members. 

In this direction then some progress has been made, although naturally 
I realise that nothing has happened fast enough to help our continuing 
problem of recruitment, and training of junior cartob.raphers. You 
will no doubt recall the training sub-committee's first moves following 
OUl' preparation of an agreed syalabus was the approach made to the 
Institute of Scienc~ Technology for assistance in the working out of 
our training proposals, although they were most helpful, the majority 
of you felt that this was not the best route to take, and subsequently 
an approach was made to the Institute of British Geographers, our 
approach being treated most cordially and the Institute agreed to 
help us to achieve our aims. 

Subsequently there have been moves nationally to set up training 
schemes, and qualifications under the auspices of the City and Guilds 
of London, and the s.u.c. "'as represented at a meeting held by the 
Ministry of Education and Science. Our position was ably put by heads 
of GeogTaphy Departments. 

All of this planning takes considerable time, years in which junior 
cartogr3phers become cartographers, though their grading may still 
be that of a junior, and to them there is little satisfaction to be 
told that negotiations are under way, and more so since the new 
J~sociation of Scientific, Technical and Managerial Staffs (recognised 
as the negotiating body by the universities) have now brought out 
new salary scales and gradings based on an all qualified technical 



staff in universities, leaving the unqualified cartographic 
staff once again out in the cold. 

Although everyone will dcubtless agree that a nationally 
recognised cartographic syllabus leading to qualifications at 

. O.N.C. and H.I·!.C. is something very desirable, has the tir.:te 
not now come when we should attempt to achieve some interim quali
fication; perhaps through ·che co-operation of the Institute of 
Science Technology? These and other urgent questions must be 
fully discussed when we meet together in September, if you have 
any ideas to put forward please write to me, or if attending the 
September meet~g come prepared to discuss the subject of training 
and qualifications in the light of the present situation. 

In our profession, the cartographer is facing increasing demands 
on his ability, skill and~erience, in fact no longer is it 
sufficient for the cartographer to be able to simply design and 
draw his map, he has frequently to acquire knowledge of statistical 
analysis, computer programming, and perhaps the skill of being a 
proficient photogrammctric operator.to be really proficient and 
conversant with all the many sides of his work. Thoro will in 
the future be little room for the narrow specialist who has not 
availed himself of the opportunity to improve his skills and 
experience. 

I would like to say how much I am looking fon~ard to being your 
host at the Summer School in Edinburgh, 9th - 14th September. 
I have planned a varied programme bearing in mind tho many helpful 
ideas received in reply to the questionnaire and in addition 
keeping uppermost the needs of those of our members who are young 
to the profession. The success of the school depends also a great 
deal on your contrib~tion; please come prepared to play your part 
to enable the greatest number possible to benefit from our meeting 
together. 

Finally, our hard working editcr would love to hear from you, 
especially if you haven't written to him before and if your 
cartographic ideas have not appeared in the Bulletin yet. You can 
soon remedy this situation and your article, however long or short, 
will be welcomed. 

A. Carson Clark 


